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~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

November 2015 

The Parliament of the World’s Religions 
 [Editor’s Note: Tiffany Curtis, co-chair of the U.S. Grail Spirituality Committee and Marian Schwab, 
International Leadership Team, attended the October 15-19, 2015 gathering on behalf of the Grail.] 

Tiffany Curtis 
A flurry of color and activity—a kaleidoscope of saffron monastic robes, forest 
green wiccan capes, silk hijabs, white turbans, feathered headdresses and woven 
yarmulkes—there were many outward symbols of the diversity of religions and 
cultures represented at the 2015 Parliament of the World’s Religions in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. The opening plenary began with a procession and indigenous drumming 
ceremony. Acknowledging and thanking the Ute indigenous peoples on whose land 
we stood, representatives of many North American tribes gave their blessing to 
this gathering of 9,500 people from 70 countries and 50 religious traditions.  

The sessions on offer were overwhelming in scope and variety: an interfaith Lectio 
Divina service, a panel discussion on Ecology and Buddhism, a lecture on Black 
Madonnas, Sikh leaders organizing their community against hate, a panel of police 
chiefs talking about compassionate policing, Muslims offering solidarity to black 
churches in the south who have experienced arson 
by white supremacists… The one constant was the 
daily Langar meal – a vegetarian lunch served 
seated on the ground in a vast exhibit hall, free of 
charge, thanks to the generous contribution of time 
and money from the international Sikh community.  

There were daily (and some days, twice) plenary 
sessions on the big crises of our time, ranging from 
climate change to global poverty to hate and 
violence. One of the biggest themes of this year’s 
Parliament, however, was women’s leadership, and 
an entire day and plenary session were dedicated 
to women’s religious  leadership.  

“…We are a microcosm of the world...how do we bring this prayerful, diverse 
energy out into the world…?” 

(Rabbi Amy Eilberg, 2015 Parliament of the World’s Religions) 
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Attending a panel session called “Women of Spirit and Faith,” I learned that this 
movement to highlight women’s leadership was very recent, coming out of the 
2009 Parliament. Women really pushed and asked questions, and advised the 
board of the Parliament for over a year on how to make this a more women-
friendly event than the parliaments have been in the past. From that experience, 
this group, “Women of Spirit and Faith,” was formed, and operates on a model of 
shared, intergenerational leadership, offering each other support and the 
opportunity to share with each other what needs to emerge and be spoken—where 
the growing edges of their leadership are right now.  

Rev. Dr. Serene Jones, the president of Union Theological Seminary, spoke in the 
plenary entitled “Faith in Women” and shared that 80% of religious practitioners 
worldwide are women—and only 1% of religious leaders worldwide are women. 
She asserted that faith operates in women's lives and work, not in abstract 
doctrines and that we need to recognize women's work as a form of political 
agency, a form of leadership. Diane Longboat, a Mohawk Turtle Clan indigenous 
leader from Canada, spoke to the 
crises of climate change and 
economic inequality in our world and 
passionately claimed that we don’t 
need better technology—we need 
women to remember how to make 
magic. She envisioned a coming 400-
year period of women's leadership 
through the chaotic transition that 
our earth is in, and shared that she 
keeps a fire burning in her lodge with 
prayers for all the women leading 
this transition to a better world.  

Rev. Allan Boesak, of anti-apartheid activist fame, spoke compellingly of this time 
of crisis, saying simply:  “…something is wrong. We need to say it.” He went on to 
say that the vast majority of God’s children are suffering through systemic 
dehumanization and violence, and that as people of faith, we must speak a different 
language and work against violence in all its forms. He argued that empire creates 
the myth of redemptive violence and that violence is the dominant religion of our 
societies today. He named especially violence against women and brutal 
oppression of LGBTQ people, both coming from abuse of power, dehumanization 
and patriarchy. He challenged us all to allow ourselves to be wounded by the 
injustice, because, when we are wounded, it shows that we have fought. “Where 
are your wounds?” he asked, “What is there to fight for?”  
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In each plenary, there was a call to action. Speakers made specific asks of us to put 
our faith into action. To be energized by this gathering to live more fully into our 
compassion and take action in our communities and in the broader world.  
One speaker very powerfully challenged us with the exhortation that compassion 
is not a warm and fuzzy emotional feeling, but rather an emotion of profound 
discomfort. She defined compassion as commitment to one another, even when it is 
not comfortable. She noted that we are more inundated by images of suffering than 
ever before, and that this is a spiritual opportunity for us. To my Grail sisters, I 
invite us all to commit again to this discomfort, to the opportunity to be wounded 
by the suffering of the world, to resist the urge to inure ourselves to the profound 
sadness and injustice around us. Let’s bring our diverse, prayerful energy out into 
the world together. The world needs our leadership.   

Marian Schwab 
Anyone who went to the Parliament of World Religions expecting faith statements 
would have been disappointed. Muslims or Sikhs, Christians or Jains, the issue was 
action: action for peace, for justice and for sustainability. 

Tiffany and I attended representing the Grail Movement, taking our place alongside 
the hundreds of movements, organizations and churches that had gathered in a 
massive act of solidarity and expression of faith. We were there to situate the Grail 
in a larger context of religious groups who were sharing insights and approaches to 
the massive problems of justice throughout the world, and to learn from them. No 
one there was talking about what they believe about God or the Holy. Everyone 
was talking about transformation of the world. Everyone was asking, “What are 
you doing as an expression of your faith to confront the terrible challenges of our 
contemporary world.” 

Just being present was an opportunity to understand the religious impulses of our 
day as they are played out on the world stage. Even more, it was to experience the 
challenge of the massive numbers of faith-filled people in the world committed to 
focused action for justice, action against hate and violence. When speakers talked 
about the challenge of love and forgiveness, they weren’t speaking abstractly, much 
less in platitudes. Their convictions about love (The path of love is not easy: it 
requires us to have the heart of a saint and the strength of a warrior…or 
Forgiveness is not forgetting; it is freedom from hate) had come from personal 
experience of suffering in the middle of the fray. In response, participants were 
alternately touched and inspired, moved deeply and spurred on to their own 
committed action. 

Pope Francis wasn’t there, but he kept being mentioned, not just in the context of 
discussions about sustainability and climate change, but because of peace-building 
and dialogue. The four-stage, formal Buddhist-Catholic dialogue was referred to 
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often, with its themes of liberation and fraternity. What had started out as a focus 
on theological discussion (the nature of suffering, for example) had shifted to 
collaboration on social action. It had taken time to share meals and build 
friendships, to experience a sense of companionship on the journey, to arrive at the 
conclusion that we are all equal in the search for enlightenment. Having come to 
that point, however, then the impulse among participants was toward joining in 
action. 

It was nearly impossible to be present at the Parliament and not be swept along in 
the current of energy, not to wish that the Grail too could contribute to some of 
these large efforts to move society forward. Certainly it was clear that the Grail has 
thousands of potential like-minded partners, if we want to reach out and join 
hands with them. One large-scale effort that struck both Tiffany and me as an 
opportunity for collaboration was participation in the relatively new “One Billion 
Rising” movement, an attempt to gather people together to end violence against 
women. February 2016 will be a particular moment for action around the world, 
and it could be a time when Grail people stand together with thousands of others. 
Checking out the One Billion Rising website is the way to start; then anyone with 
ideas about how the Grail could be part of this action should contact Tiffany or me.  
At least for the two of us, the memory of the Parliament won’t let us sit still.  

If you would like to read more, do more, please go to the Parliament website, where you can sign 
declarations from the 2015 Parliament, watch videos of the speakers and sessions, and find out 
about other actions.  

 
 
 
  

http://www.onebillionrising.org/
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/
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Telling the Grail Story 
Becky Hill, T. Rose Holdcraft, Joyce Minkler 

Presented on Saturday night during the Grail National Meeting 

The 94th birthday of the Grail, celebrated during the 2015 National Meeting, 
provided a perfect chance to share pictures of some of the art collections of the 
Grail held at Grailville. A subgroup (Becky Hill, T. Rose Holdcraft and Joyce 
Minkler) of the Heritage Subcommittee, which also includes Mary Gindhart and 
Simonetta Romano, and is itself part of the Collections and Equipment Committee 
(T. Rose, Carol Skyrm, Lenie Schaareman, Terrie Puckett, Noreen Willhelm) has 
been inspired by the vast array of artwork and artifacts that could be used to “tell 
the story of the Grail,” by tying them to a timeline of Grail in the world. 

As we got hold of this concept, the idea of creating a PowerPoint presentation that 
could actually tell the story of the Grail Movement across the globe was born. With 
the process of inventorying all the items at Grailville virtually completed, with 
photos, accession numbers and a database, we realized that the richness we have 
at Grailville could be practically unknown to many Grail members. And we realized 
that this wealth of items could provide a great opportunity to pull the Grail story 
together in a visual format. 

At the outset of the presentation we shared an introductory piece that Joyce had 
written: 

“In its almost 75-year history in the United States, the Grail has been a significant 
player in the story of women’s spiritual communities both within and beyond the 
Catholic experience. Life lived communally at Grailville, rooted in the liturgical 
seasons and grounded in sustainable agriculture, quite literally ‘fed’ hundreds of 
women who participated in the Year School for the Lay Apostolate (1948-1965). 
This communal life produced a rich outpouring of creative art – sculpture, 
painting, music, films, dance, writings, liturgical arts, weaving, household and 
agricultural arts – all expressing the depth of a life lived in faith and molded by 
women’s experience. As the exchange of staff happened internationally in the 

A timeline of the Grail, in artworks 
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Grail, a wealth of beautiful objects from around the world made their way to 
Grailville and have continued to be housed and treasured in Grailville buildings. 

The Grail was a leader in the development of feminist theology and practice 
during the 1970s to 1990s, working with many other religiously based women 
leaders to produce cutting edge educational programs, challenging church and 
politically based authority structures and engaging in critiques of sexist language 
and practice. In this period of evolution, the arts were also central in expressing 
the struggle for a new integration of earth, mind, body and spirit. Music, art, 
poetry, liturgical pieces produced during this era reflect the effort of straining 
towards a new, broader consciousness of the inner and outer worlds.  

As we have begun the process of clearing out buildings at Grailville in preparation 
for whatever their next use might be, we are suddenly faced with the treasured 
history that has been housed in these buildings since the 1940s. Shall we tell our 
Grail history with these very physical expressions of life as it was lived and 
celebrated over the past 70 or more years? The essence of Grail spirituality has 
been its grounding in the tangible; spirit expressed in the material world in the 
most beautiful ways. The Grail is an incarnational movement, living in the here 
and now, embracing all the complexity and beauty of the historical moment.” 

It occurs to us that we have an opportunity to write our own history (herstory) and 
share it with others into the future. If we continue to preserve and house objects 
and art pieces that are essential to the telling of our story, an important 
opportunity can be created. With some concerted work and energy, eventually 
Grailville could welcome community groups, students, art educators, historians, 
spiritual seekers and women of all backgrounds to hear the story of our 
explorations and discoveries and to be encouraged and challenged to join their 
journey to ours. It all begins with naming and honoring our own heritage as Grail 
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in the U.S., and naming the ways we have connected and continue to connect to 
other Grail women all over the world. The breadth of the artwork can almost tell 
the story by itself. 

For more images, see the full presentation on the Grail website. DISCLAIMER:  
It’s a rough draft, with unverified dates , and missing pieces of information, but 
an exciting start to telling a much larger story of the Grail’s transforming  
history in the world, and the role that Grailville has played in that history. It 
may be that your help is needed to fill in missing chapters. 

 

Grail at Grailville/Home Place Team Position Document 
The Home Place group, Julia Almaguer, Joy France, Mary Lu Lageman, Elizabeth 
Robinson, Katie Sellers, Joyce Minkler, Pam Hall, Terry Marshall, Becky Hill, 
Deborah Sullivan, Jody Grundy and Nicky Westrick, presented a position paper at the 
National Meeting, the “pink document.” It has been revised since the meeting and the 
changes below are underlined. 

Overriding Concern: 
As Grail, we must first answer this question: does the Grail want Grail life and 
work at Grailville to continue into the future? If we make decisions about land 
sale before we answer this question together, we will be doing the Grail a great 
disservice. The membership vote on land sale will determine the shape and size of 
any new Grail effort. Therefore it is crucial that we know what we want to 
create at Grailville before voting on land sale. The whole Grail to date still has 
not yet answered this question. Does the Grail want Grail life and work at 
Grailville to continue into the future? Is voting on land sale the way we answer 
this question by default? The committee endorsed at the National meeting in KY 
to consider and concentrate on the future of the Grail at Grailville has not yet been 
formed. 

From the answer to the question “does the Grail want Grail life and work at Grailville 
into the future” Grail members will plan the future of the Grail at Grailville. The 
Cincinnati Grail gave a resounding “yes” to that question. Now the whole Grail 
needs to answer the same question. 

Points of Great Concern regarding Sale of Oratory/Northside Land:  
  
A vote on selling part of the Northside to Turner Farms looks like it will be among 
the first pieces of Grailville land that will be put to a vote by Grail members. This 
seems backwards. 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/TellingtheGrailStory-Final.pdf
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The Northside, including the Cemetery and Oratory, is considered by many to be 
the focal land for a Grail Center at Grailville. Any sale to Turner would have 
considerable impact on the wholeness of the Northside land and a future for 
Grailville that deserves concentrated time and planning to unfold. The amount of 
revenue to be realized from such a sale is not worth alienating the land which is 
most targeted for a Grail Home Place/Center into the future. In this instance, are we 
not putting the cart before the horse and caving to pressure to meet a proposer’s 
deadline (Turner Farms) before the future of the Grail at Grailville? 

The Grail at Grailville Home Place Team of 10-12 Grail members has been meeting 
weekly for many months. They continue to meet. (The Cincinnati region meets 
monthly with about 25 consistent participants, and our Cincinnati-Dayton region 
has close to fifty Grail members.) The Home Place Team agrees with the 2015 
International Council statement: “The International Council affirms that Grail 
centers are an important contribution to the Grail as we know it, for community, 
visibility, program and spirituality. They should be a common responsibility of the 
Grail as a whole, both nationally and internationally.” 

In light of our study and the IC statement, the team has come to agreement on the 
following points: 

Proposals we SUPPORT 
1. We SUPPORT Sale of the Hub to First Step Home for these reasons: 

• First Step Home’s vision is in clear support of women and children and 
aligns with the Grail values. 
• First Step Home has a coherent vision, resources and a track record. 
• They are responding to a real need in the community. 
• The Hub is draining Grail resources. We would be handing over 
stewardship and responsibility of the hub to a good organization that can put 
it to good use. 
• We saw the quality of the people, the buildings and program on our visit to 
First Step, which, through defined structure, helps open a pathway toward 
recovery for women suffering from addiction. 
• First Step incorporates a holistic approach, appreciating that contact with 
the earth can be healing and especially meaningful in the recovery of rural 
women. 
• There is a great need for rehabilitation services in our county (Clermont) 
and the county is in support. 
• First Step welcomes and will utilize strong female role models, such as Grail 
volunteers. 

Concern: the Hub is multi-use zoning and the Hub is situated with Grailville land on 
all sides. If we sell to First Step, can we be protected from other things that might 
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happen if First Step Home decides to sell or lease? We support a deed restriction, 
conditioned on resale to another non-profit. 

2. We SUPPORT Green Space Sale to the Trust for Public Land which will put 
conservation easements on the land prior to subsequent sale to Clermont 
County Parks.  

• Aligns with Grail values to protect the earth  
• There is a local need for green space public access and green space is a gift 
to the future that the Grail can give to the community. 
• Green belts are being sold to developers. 
• The Grail will realize 70% or more of full market value by selling to Trust 
for Public Land. 

3. We SUPPORT Agricultural Easements at Grailville 
• Aligns with Grail values of protecting the earth and food supply 
• There is a growing need in the world for protected farmland, especially 
certified organic land.  
• With an agricultural easement, the land can be sold or retained for 
agricultural purposes but never developed. 
• Provides monetary compensation to the Grail for the loss of development 
rights 

Concern: an agricultural easement would limit future options for the Grail. 

4. We SUPPORT sale of a major portion of the field on Route 48 to 
Bloomfield/Schon and Partners for an Alzheimer’s care facility, small 
retirement homes or other development.  

•The Grail and Clermont County Parks would retain access to Route 48. 
•We support placing the 17-acre western woodlands proposed by 
Bloomfield/Schon for development into conservation easement. 
•The sale of this field on Route 48 would generate high income. 

5. We SUPPORT Sale of small pieces of land to St Columban (6 acres on south 
side, with deed restrictions) and to the Paumier family (2 acre buffer for their 
residence adjacent to the Kane field on the Northside). 

Proposals we DO NOT SUPPORT 
1. We DO NOT SUPPORT Sale to Turner Farm for the following reasons: 

• Over-arching reason: This sale would constrict any future for the Grail at 
Grailville on the Northside and would not put the future of the Grail first. 
• Turner Farm is a well-respected organization that supports organic 
farming. We would like to have collaborative projects with Turner Farm or 
others in the future. However, we cannot support sale to Turner Farms. Sale 
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would limit a future for the Grail that is still unfolding* (see addendum ). The 
importance and future of a Grail Center must be our first priority. 
• We propose the Grail retaining the Northside land, leaving room for 
planning about the future of the Grail at Grailville.  
• We believe collaborations in the future with a Grail-owned Northside could 
include long-term leasing for farming of Northside agricultural fields. 
Organic land is in demand.  

Turner conditions that are especially problematic: 
In addition to ownership of the two agricultural fields and the hill field, Turner 
wants: 

•Ownership of the Ark 
• Ownership of the Hillside which is adjacent to the Oratory. This leaves little 
to no room for Grail expansion and the possibility of a new building in the 
future between the Ark and Oratory on that hillside. This is basically the 
same spot Turner wants to build a barn and it is the most lovely and logical 
setting for a future Grail building. 
• Ownership of access to Grail Cemetery and Shangri-La (the lower field that 
edges O’Bannon Creek) Current Turner proposal piecemeals the lower 
areas of the Northside leaving no Grail-owned walkable or driveable 
access to our Cemetery Field or Shangri-La.  
• The Turner proposal would include legally defined access rights for the 
Grail for access areas, but Turner would retain ownership of access points to 
our Cemetery and Shangri-La. 
• Sale to Turner, as proposed, would mean that a whole piece of land (the 
Northside minus the woodlands for parks) would be broken up into bits and 
pieces of land for Grail use. See Addendum. 

2. We DO NOT SUPPORT sale of south side land to Finn Meadows or other 
private owners for the following reasons: 
We think it would be best for the Grail’s future that the south side agricultural 
lands remain in Grail ownership instead of being sold to a private owner.  

• This could eliminate current collaborators (CSA and cow herd) which have 
very close Grail connections and have been working the Grailville land for 
years. 
• Finn Meadows is not certified organic in their practices as is Earth-Shares 
CSA. The CSA has worked hard to keep its organic certification which is no 
small task. 
• The amount of land actually farmed by other owners would not be 
significantly more than currently farmed by the CSA and Pasture/Cow lease. 
• If Finn Meadows defaults, we are not sure of the ramifications.  
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• If the CSA and Cow Herd remain on the south side agriculture lands and the 
land remains under Grail ownership, there could be wonderful educational 
synergy between these farm operations and a Northside Grail Center. 

3. We DO NOT SUPPORT Sale to Bloomfield/Schon to build homes in the 
western woods for these reasons: 

• This western woodland should be protected, putting it in conservation 
easement similar to other Grailville woodlands. 
•It will be impossible to replant all trees that would be destroyed if houses 
go into the western woodlands. 
• Bloomfield/Schon homes would be very expensive and high end. 
• Proposed road built by Bloomfield/Schon from Route 48 to the western 
woods does not have enough width between the pond and the ravine. A road 
as Bloomfield/Schon proposes between the pond and ravine property line 
would destroy the pond since there is not enough width for a road. The pond 
provides access to water for the farming operations. 
• Offering the sale of Route 48 field to Bloomfield/Schon for development 
(Alzheimer’s care center, retirement cottages or other) could provide high 
income for the Grail and result in far less disruption to the rest of Grailville. 

*ADDENDUM: re: TURNER FARM PROPOSAL 

Additional Reasons for the Grail to retain the Northside property until 
decisions are made about the future of Grail life and work at Grailville: 

• We can count on the security of ownership remaining with the 
Grail. The owner always has the upper hand, even with a legal agreement. 
The Grail should not give up ownership of access. 
• Based on comparable local acreage prices, income from land sale to Turner 
Farm (probably about $6,000 per acre for up to 32 acres plus $45,000 or so 
for the Ark) could never offset the irreplaceable loss of the Northside as a 
whole and its to a future at Grailville for the Grail.  
• Keeping the Northside property intact allows the Grail the opportunity to 
grow into our mission and vision of the integration of land and faith/spirit. 
We will have the wholeness of the graves of our ancestors and the Oratory as 
our iconic spiritual building. This would be surrounded by a smaller 
footprint of sacred land and the Ark for limited Grail guests/Grail interns for 
the future Grail to utilize and grow into.  
• The agricultural fields could be leased to a farmer while retaining 
ownership. 
• Agricultural easements on the agricultural fields could bring some income 
to the Grail while retaining ownership. 
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• We are not opposed to the woodlands on the Northside being sold to the 
Trust for Public Land to put into a conservation easement and then sold to 
Clermont County Parks. This would also bring significant income to the Grail. 

10/17/15 
Revised 11/09/2015 

 

 

Grail Birthdays: November - December 

Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

November   

4 Marcia Bedard 

5 Theresa Sapunar 

7 Mary Gindhart 

9 Mary Therese Coyle 

9 Jenna Messier 

17 Alice Drefchinski 

17 Linda Kolts 

19 Elizabeth Heidler 

20 Emilia Charbonneau 

23 Tiffany Curtis 

28 Carol Webb 

December   

4 Beth Wasmer 

5 Marie Therese McDermit 

5 Mary Kay Delgado 

8 Helen Culleton 

13 elmira Nazombe 

14 Gail Malley 

18 Mary DiVito 

19 Joyce Minkler 

19 Pamela Hall 

19 Julia Almaguer 

22 Jean Wilson 

22 Lea Grundy 

29 Taya Doro-Mitchell 

29 Nancy Richardson 

30 Patricia Dillon 

31 Kathy Hurley
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Images From the 

2015 National 

Meeting 
Becky Hill 

 

Above, left to right: Beth Rosen, Mary Kay 
Delgado, Pam Cobey 

Above, left to right: Mary 
Lu Lageman, Teagan 
Blackburn, Katie Sellers 

Above, left to right: Trina 
Paulus, Maureen Tate, 
Martha Heidkamp, 
Duanne Welsch. Right, 
from left: Mindy Burger, 
T. Rose Holdcraft, Vivian 
Corres 
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In Loving Memory: Simone Tagher,  

Former International Grail President 

January 1927 – 25th October, 2015 
We have learned of the death of Simone Tagher, president of the International 

Grail in the 1970s and the last Grail member in Egypt. She died in the Italian 

Hospital in Cairo, where she was being treated for a fractured femur, suffered 

in a fall. She was recovering well when she fell again, then, confined to her 

bed, died suddenly from a pulmonary embolism. See more in the 11/13/15 

National Grail News. 

Joyce Minkler 

In the late 1970’s I was a staff member at Grailville 

when it was announced that Simone Tagher, the 

International President of the Grail, would be 

coming from Egypt to be in residence at Grailville 

for some months. I was in my early thirties, had not 

had much international experience and was 

excited at this news. And then I was asked to be 

Simone’s secretary while she was here. The 

months that followed, working very closely with 

Simone was probably one of the most formative 

experiences I have had in the Grail. 

Simone was lovely, full of fun, deeply aware of the 

profound nature of human relationships and of the action of the Holy in our lives 

and in the Grail community. As her secretary, handling much of her 

correspondence and involved in preparing her reports and other communications 

with the movement and with individuals all over the Grail world, my job felt a bit 

like finding my way into the consciousness of a French-speaking Egyptian woman a 

generation older than myself. It was a tremendous learning experience on the 

personal, spiritual and intercultural levels. I will be forever grateful. 

Simone was lots of fun. One of my jobs was to be her driver. The winter she was in 

residence was a terrible one in the Cincinnati area, with very cold temperatures 

and lots of snow. Simone had very simple needs, but her special coffee was 

essential. That coffee could only be purchased at a store in the Mt. Adams part of 
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Cincinnati, up a very steep hill. I drove Simone to the store after a giant snowstorm 

and the car started to slide on the hill. Before I could stop her, Simone jumped out 

to push the car, laughing as hard as she could, saying that the snow was like sand 

and she had done this many times.  

We celebrated Simone’s 50th birthday while she was with us, giving thanks for her 

warmth, sensitivity and depth, as I do now, so grateful to have shared a bit of her 

extraordinary life. 

Josette Kersters, Germany  

When I think of Simone, I see a sturdy, warm-hearted, optimistic woman before 

me. While I was in the formation programme at the Tiltenberg, I had seen her from 

time to time and I remember that her dedication was special; I think Father 

Ayrouth officiated and Simone’s father was present. 

I got to know Simone better at the time I was at the International Secretariat in 

Paris and Simone came to live with us for some time while she followed a course in 

Paris. I still see her knitting a dress for herself on the way to the Metro. When the 

piece she was working at became too long and heavy, she would roll it up and pin it 

so that it would not hinder her walking while she carried it with her. And being a 

wonderful cook, she would, from time to time, treat the team to a real Egyptian 

meal or to Italian pizza; they were so tasty, we didn’t mind all the dishwashing 

afterwards.  

Simone then returned Egypt; when she served on the International Board she had 

to travel to Paris for meetings. These were occasions to carry home all kinds of 

things needed and difficult to find in Egypt, such as embroidery thread for 

Akhmim. Once she even carried a motor for the car in her hand luggage. 

At a certain moment, Simone’s capacities also became known in the Vatican and 

she was nominated a consultor of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. She 

took advantage of the meetings of the Council to come and visit Corinna and me. No 

need to say that we enjoyed her visits. 

When Alison Healey and Claudia Poggi visited Simone some time ago, I received 

her telephone number and, from then on, I tried to call her from time to time. She 

always sounded very pleased and happy, interested to hear about the people she 

knew. The answer to my asking how she was, was always the same: “I am very 
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well,” stressing ‘very.’ She lived simply and needed very little for herself…The news 

of her sudden death arrived as a shock.  

Of course Simone’s life was not always easy and happy, but I think she was able to 

moderate difficult situations and not have them weigh on the others. I see her as a 

truly religious person, faithful to her first love: God, her people and her country. 

Surely she was received with joy by the heavenly Grail community and is now 

singing Alleluia for our the Creator of heaven and earth. 

Marian Schwab 

I remember Simone’s laughter as we played the card game, “Misery” – Simone 

delighting every time Claudia or I groaned at our miserable cards. I remember the 

expression of sheer willpower on Simone’s face as she drove her little car through 

the wild traffic of Cairo. 

I can hear her laughing when a gecko lost its grip on the ceiling and splashed into 

the mloukhiya we were eating for dinner.  I can see her tearing up the stairs 

toward Trina Paulus who was screaming because a rat had jumped on her 

mosquito net while she was in the bed. 

I remember her determination, in the days before email, to operate an 

International Grail Secretariat from Cairo although letters arrived with holes cut by 

the censors, and phone calls had to be arranged through the post office. Mice 

getting into the yogurt resting in the oven; milk delivered in a leather pouch on the 

back of a donkey; bread falling into the street (strewn with cattle dung) from 

baskets carried on the heads of boys on bicycles; taxi drivers needing financial 

inducements to drive into the rough streets of her neighborhood to deliver 

international visitors; the constant threat of amoebic dysentery, sunstroke or 

political trouble with Israel – all these formed the normal backdrop of daily life for 

Simone while she operated as Grail international president from Egypt. She loved 

her country, she loved the Grail. She lived life intensely, with wisdom and 

generosity, with faith and joy.  

Mary Gindhart 

The first time I met Simone was when she came for the 1971 International General 

Assembly (IGA) at Grailville. I remember her doing a delightful skit in which she 

was a camel trader from Egypt. After that IGA, Simone became International 
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President of the Grail. The following year, when I was on my way to Australia to 

work at St. Raphael's College, she invited me to stop to see her in Cairo. 

I joined with an international group of young people from the Grail who were 

present and enjoyed getting to know more about Egypt and the Grail. I got sick 

after the trip to the Valley of the Kings and stayed for three months until I 

recovered. Gon Kocken and Marian Schwab, Claudia Poggi and others at Simone’s 

house in El-Matareya took care of me. Simone arranged for a doctor and nurses to 

visit me too. Thanks to Simone, I recovered and went on to India and finally to 

Australia.  

Simone spent a winter at Grailville when I was back in 1975. She could not believe 

that we had to put on heavy clothing to go from building to building because it was 

so cold. She felt warmly for the women from Clermont County who participated in 

our career education for rural women workshops. She was a real leader and a 

loving and lovable woman.  

Jeanette Loanzon, Philippines 

Simone Tagher visited the Philippines twice during her term as the last one-

woman International Grail president. It was during her term as president that the 

Philippine Grail was recognized as a county grouping in 1975. Rebecca Nebrida 

introduced her to our group as an Egyptian lawyer.  

What I remember most is her being so rooted and grounded, with her hearty 

laughter. When I met her, she was a large woman in many respects, a big heart and 

a deep understanding of human nature. I remember how kind her eyes were, how 

they would twinkle when she was delighted, and how she would pay utmost 

attention to you while in conversation. 

Teresa Wilson 

I visited with Simone when my husband Jack and I were in Cairo in 1989. I was 

awed to be meeting with an international Grail President in a famous historical 

hotel in this ancient city. She disarmed us with her warmth and sincerity, telling us 

that she had decided to withdraw from the international Grail and confine her 

work to the needs of women in the villages. She has been an inspiration to me. 
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Pearl Drego, India 
I was close to Simone and have wonderful memories of her in Egypt. I did my 
preparation for my dedication with her in Egypt and she was the one who presided 
over the function in Mumbai when I made my dedication. 

I feel very sad, yet very grateful for her and for her in my life and in the life of the 
Grail in India. She supported me at crucial times. 

Marian April Goering  
I remember Simone with great appreciation after meeting her in the early 1970s 
and 1980s in the U.S., Egypt and Tanzania.  

Several memories of her are treasures I hold dearly. Not least is the afternoon in 
July 1974 at Kisekibaha in Tanzania when I was there to attend a two-week 
meeting of younger Grail members. Simone and I were walking together across the 
lawn, and the sun was beginning to drop to the horizon. She asked me if I wanted 
to come back to Kisekibaha to work. My heart immediately said yes. Simone said, “I 
can see it.” Later, she told me her question and invitation felt to her more like a 
stray thought, perhaps an inspiration, rather than anything she had considered 
seriously. She opened an amazing and wonderful door for me. 

On my way to Tanzania in 1975, I visited Simone in Cairo where I concluded that 
she was truly a brave and intrepid woman to drive in the Cairo traffic that looked – 
to my young American eyes – utterly chaotic. I visited her again in 1979 after 
leaving Tanzania during the rainy season and stayed in one of the lovely little 
rooms on the roof her El-Matareya home. I offered to take the rugs in at night so 
they wouldn’t be rained on – and I only agreed to leave them out when Simone 
reassured me repeatedly that it would not rain. One rain-free night she took me 
with her to dinner at the home of Jesuit friends living in Giza where we ate her 
delicious rice salad on the patio with a view over the pyramids in the moonlight. 
True to her word, there was no rain during my two-week stay in Egypt. 

A comment of Simone’s has stayed with me for years and helped me understand 
something about the cultural differences we experience in the Grail. She was 
spending several months in the U.S., perhaps in the 1980s, and reflected that the 
American approach to spirituality was very different from her own. She said, “It 
seems strange to me that you Americans can believe and doubt at the same time. I 
can only believe.” I recognized myself as a believing-doubting American, and I have 
wondered sometimes what it would be like to only believe. 

Simone was a believing woman of intuition, enthusiasm, humor and hospitality. 
She gave the Grail inspiring leadership.  
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Nucleus Reflection Programs and Dedications 
Martha Heidkamp 

As a member of the International Nucleus Team (INT), I’ve been involved for 

the past year in preparations for the December formation programs in Uganda 

and Tanzania that focus around the nucleus vocation within the Grail.  The 

theme is a universal one, shared by Grail members of many spiritualities and 

ways of life. 

 

Only in love can I find you – 
my God – pearl of my being – 
In love the gates of my soul 

spring open, since by your love 
you are the inmost centre of 

my heart, closer to me than I to 
myself. 

-Karl Rahner: Encounter with Silence 

The days together will include presentations: Grail history, Father van 

Ginneken, prayer, community, Eucharist, other topics both spiritual and 

practical. There will be discussions in small groups and large, questions for 

the presenters, singing, work groups and all the familiar aspects of a Grail 

meeting anywhere in the world. There will be times for silence, reflection, 

meditation, communal and personal prayer. 

One of the highlights of our time together will be the nucleus dedications of 

the Grail women who find themselves called to this particular vocation. These 

will be feast days for the Grail locally, for their families and for the broader 

community. I expect that these will be joyful times with much singing, dancing 

and drumming as part of the Eucharistic liturgy and throughout the day. As 

the Grail internationally, we can also participate in our hearts as we read each 

of their names and learn something of a few of their lives. We can join them in 

prayer on their dedication days. I can take with me any cards or notes that 

reach me by Wednesday, November 25. (The page-long bios of each one are 

attached to the November 13, 2015 National Grail News.) 
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The program in Uganda will be based at the Grail Center at Rubaga (Kampala). 

For the day of dedication on December 8, we will all accompany Rose Nayiga 

and travel to Masaka. Rose has been a committed Grail member for 33 years 

and served in Grail (and related) projects throughout that time. Even as her 

professional journey trained her to serve in human resource management and 

accounting, her spiritual journey led her to express her commitment to God in 

her nucleus dedication. I met Rose in 2000 during the International Council 

meeting in Uganda, when we served together on the first International 

Finance Team.  

December 17 is the dedication day for ten Tanzanian Grail members: 

Athanasia Mrema, Catherine Mkenkda, Conjesta Kimario, Eugenia Munishi, 

Erasmina Swai, Gaudensia Shayo, Hyasinta Mgonja, Hortensia Kawishe, 

Luciana Maro and Odilio Ndekero. In their biographies, each expresses in her 

own words and through quotes from Scripture how she experiences God’s call 

in her life. Each is both articulate and inarticulate, as most of us are when we 

try to express aloud or in writing things of the heart.  

Most of the Tanzanian women are in their mid-30s to mid-40s and have been 

Grail members for at least 15 years. They first met the Grail in many different 

situations. What they have in common is participating in several years of 

residential training at the Grail Centers in Dido and Kisekibaha. Each of them 

has completed secondary school and has done further education and/or 

professional training.  

Let me introduce a few of these women in more detail. Some U.S. Grail 

members met Hyasinta Mgonja in 2014, when she spent several months in the 

Bronx as an intern for the Commission on the Status of Women meetings at 

the United Nations. She has a BA in sociology and works with women and 

youth in the villages in the field of “empowerment.” This is her way of working 

with the Grail mission for the transformation of the world. Others work in 

Grail projects which we will recognize: Luciana Maro is a teacher at St. Teresa 

of Avila Girls Secondary School. Conjesta Kimario works at the Grail Bookshop 

in Moshi. Hortensia Kawishe is at the Kisekibaha Grail Center as a ‘formator,’ 

“journeying with the young Grail members.” Others work in agriculture, 

conservation, environmental concerns and myriad other settings. 
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What is happening on the land at Grailville? 
Mary Lu Lageman 

The land at Grailville has always 
served the Grail in providing a venue 
that is challenging, empowering and 
nurturing. This year is no exception. A 
recap of the happenings on the 
Grailville farm in 2015 includes: 

• The Transition Food Group and 
numerous volunteers produced 
vegetables in Grailville’s kitchen 
garden. 

• On six leased acres of the south 
side, Earth-Shares CSA grew 11 
tons of vegetables for 100 families 
and a produce farm stand. Earth-
Shares, a non-profit organization, 
has been at Grailville for 10 years 
and employed two women-farmers in 2015.  

• Grailville’s kitchen garden and Earth-Shares partnered to sell vegetables at 
the Loveland Farmers Market. 

• Becky Hill’s and Pat Hill’s 70-head grass-fed cattle herd includes 23 new 
(born since Easter) calves on 75 leased acres of the south side of Grailville. 

• The Hills installed rainwater catchment on the closed barn, and use it to 
water the cattle. 

• The Hills used their business equipment to develop the manure compost-
ing operation (in its third year of experimentation) that produces a natural 
fertilizer. This fall, 20 loads (175 cubic yards) of composted manure from 
2014 was spread on five pasture acres, with some donated to Earth-Shares 
CSA and Grailville’s kitchen garden. 

• Joy France and Phil Ping partnered to raise and market 100 natural meat 
chickens twice a year at Grailville. 

• Last but not least, a significant amount of carbon sequestration has 
occurred throughout the farm due to the methods being used. It is vital to 

Toni Brock, CSA farmer, outside the Milk and Honey House 
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Next year’s garlic in the kitchen garden 

keep carbon in the ground and out of the atmosphere where it would 
contribute to global warming, the most important environmental issue of 
our day. 

One significant aspect of the farm “production” is its educational agenda. With 
this recap we envision 2016 as continuation and expansion of some of our 
already existing and new efforts of the past year:  

1. In the recent past Grailville has had two successful events a year: Farm to 
Fork: A Celebration of Women Farmers, and LocalFest, neither of which 
could happen in 2015 with the hold on programming. The local Grail is 
looking to hold one event, a field day, or public presentation in 2016. 

2. Grailville currently has a volunteer program, including individuals, groups 
and classes doing community service organized by Terrie Puckett, the 
Grailville Director. The garden work of volunteers, overseen by me, has 
multiple purposes along with growing food: sharing knowledge, nurturing 
the spirit and making 
connections.  

3. In the past, I have done garden 
tours for a fee for groups of 
people who come to learn about 
organic gardening. These take 
little time and can be expanded 
to include other land-based 
projects with local co-operators 
(CSA, chickens, cows) and 
possibly even include mini-
workshops for an additional fee.  

4. I provided hands-on “rural 
plunge” type experiences 
(something we have done historically) in the Spring semester for students 
studying history of agriculture at Xavier University. The students work in 
the Grailville garden while learning about organic farming and relating the 
experience to their studies. I am in conversation about extending this 
experience to other sustainability classes at Xavier, as well as to other 
entities on the farm to give students an opportunity to interface with the 
CSA and the grassfed meat enterprises. 
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5. I am offering a commuter (credit or non-credit) internship for students in 
the College of Business at Xavier University. I had one non-credit student 
this year who worked in the kitchen garden one day per week and helped 
with the CSA work. It is anticipated that this will continue and expand in 
the coming year. 

6. Earth-Shares CSA offered a hands-on experience in the CSA garden to 
University of Cincinnati (UC) horticulture students in 2015. This event was 
well attended and is anticipated to continue next year, with possible 
extension into other farming areas on the land. 

7. The UC established another class in the horticulture program that was 
held at Grailville, working with the CSA farmers. This summer, five UC 
students successfully completed this course of study which included 
hands-on work in the garden, as well as research on topics pertinent to 
Earth-Shares; they presented results to the CSA, faculty, and interested 
parties. This Urban Agriculture course is listed in the University catalogue 
for next summer. Discussions are also underway for possible inclusion of 
the cattle operation in a class in 2016. 

Our educational efforts are not just about growing local healthy food, as 
important as that is, or even just about using sustainable organic practices 
that build soil, conserve water, address climate change issues and support the 
local economy. The Grail has been strong in making and teaching connections 
between its foci, and the Grailville farm is a place where this happens – 
empowerment of women, explorations in social and economic justice, 
recognition of the need and practice of protecting the environment, ritualizing 
the stuff of everyday life and connecting with spirit.  

We are on the cusp of a much larger food movement that will change the face 
of agriculture globally. These educational processes expand and nurture a 
different approach to food and farming than we have seen in this country in at 
least two generations of farmers. The “new farmer” is young, motivated, 
committed to a different kind of local food system and is in need of the kind of 
education and cooperative modelling we can provide. Connecting this 
practical work with our spiritual and international commitment is an 
approach Grail members can and are providing to the world on the Grailville 
property.  
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Readers’ Corner 
We’re happy this month to renew a popular 
feature in Gumbo: a peek into what Grail women 
today are reading. We look forward to hearing 
what you have on your bedside table or 
tucked into your “while-I’m-waiting” bag. Send 
an email to noreen@grail-us.org or give us a call 
at (513) 683-5750, ext. 242. 

From Marian Ronan  

An Unlikely Union: The Love-Hate Story of New 

York’s Irish and Italians 

By Paul Moses 

New York University Press 2015 

368 pp. Hardback: $35; eBook: $14.04. 

Initially, Grail members in Oregon, for example, or Louisiana, may wonder 

why they should read the story of a struggle between two white ethic groups 

in New York City between 1850 and 2001. But a glance at today’s headlines 

provides a ready answer: the hostility over immigration, and between 

previous immigrant groups and those just arriving, is as fierce as ever. 

The author of An Unlikely Union, Paul Moses, is an 

award-winning journalist and professor of journalism 

at Brooklyn College. He is also a superb storyteller. And 

part of the story is his own—from pretend rumbles 

between Italian and Irish kids at his 1960s parochial 

school here in Brooklyn, to how he (half-Italian, half 

Jewish) came to marry an Irish-American girl, 

Maureen. The primary narrative, however, addresses 

the evolution of the two wider ethic groups from 

outright enmity in the nineteenth century to 

collaboration and even merger by the end of the twentieth. 

The story, in some senses, is economic, with poor Irish Catholic immigrants 

whose families fled to the U.S. during and after the Potato Famine of the 1840s 

mailto:noreen@grail-us.org
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fighting equally poor Italian immigrants who arrived several decades later. 

Some of this played out on the New York waterfront, where Italians served as 

strike breakers till some of them realized that starting unions, not fighting 

them, would pay better in the long run.  

Another dimension of the struggle played out in the Catholic Church, where 

the Irish immigrants who had identified for centuries with the papacy over 

the English monarchy, deeply distrusted Italian immigrants who supported 

the overthrow of the monarchical Papal States in 1870. An even darker 

chapter in the competition involved gunfights between Irish and Italian gangs 

struggling to control the streets of New York. And then there was politics, with 

Big Tim Sullivan’s Tammany Democrats eventually being defeated by Italian 

Republicans like the half-Jewish, half-Episcopalian Fiorello LaGuardia and 

eventually, Rudy Giuliani. 

Moses attributes much of the gradual resolution of the hostility of the two 

groups to their shared religion. Indeed, his stories of Irish-American bishops 

and priests coming to terms with Italian priests and nuns over how to 

minister to the arriving immigrants are some of the most eye opening. My 

own personal favorite is Mother (later Saint) Frances Xavier Cabrini, who had 

come with some of her sisters to work in the Italian community, refusing 

outright to return to Italy when New York Archbishop Michael Corrigan 

ordered her to do so. Moses also attributes much of the eventual cessation of 

hostilities between the two groups to Catholic sisters, in this case, primarily 

Irish ones, who helped Italian immigrants assimilate into U.S. culture during 

their time in parochial schools. 

My other favorite chapters address the roles of music and food in bringing 

about peace between the two groups. The Irish came to realize that pizza 

tastes a lot better than potatoes and cabbage. And reading about the singing 

contests between Bing Crosby and Franck Sinatra almost brought tears to my 

eyes; my own mother, whose grandmother was an Irish servant, simply 

adored Frank. 

Moses acknowledges that economic factors were as significant in the laying 

down of arms by the Irish and the Italians as they were in starting the 
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hostilities. These include how families from ethnically segregated urban areas 

became neighbors in the suburbs after World War II, and how rising income 

levels during the post-war economic boom healed a lot of wounds. He also 

acknowledges the role that race played—how the Italians “becoming white,” 

as the Irish had before them, gradually eliminated at least one cause of 

hostility between them—though it certainly didn’t improve the situation of 

African Americans.  

There’s always a danger that a book like An Unlikely Union will serve as a 

“happy narrative”—making readers feel optimistic without facing up to the 

difficulties and complexities of the story. Indeed, one of the most discouraging 

aspects of the current immigration conflict, in this country at least, is that it’s 

led by the descendants of immigrants, people like Paul Ryan and Bobby Jindal, 

who seem to think that they rose up the economic ladder through their own 

hard work. But a book like this one can also help us to understand that things 

such as rising wages and racial reconciliation really can reduce anti-

immigrant prejudice. God willing, this realization in turn will inspire us to get 

out there and fight to bring such changes about. 

Marian Ronan is Research Professor of Catholic Studies at New York Theological Seminary, a 

Black, Latino/a and Korean night school on the Upper West Side of New York City. 
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Member Giving: January 1 to October 31, 2015 
 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 172 103 591 60% $76,637.00  
Emerita 63 24 103 38% $24,737.42  

Grand Totals 235 127 694 54% $101,374.42  

 

Cornwall  $12,332.50 
Grailville  $11,070.00 
National  $53,890.50 
Special Projects  $24,081.42 
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