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The Grailville Preserve 
Nancy Richardson, for the Grailville Implementation Committee 

The Grailville Preserve will significantly increase the protection and preservation of 
quality habitat for aquatic biological communities. The preserve will protect 4,000 
linear feet of primary headwater habitat stream and 1,040 linear feet of tributary 
stream in the Little Miami River watershed.  

(Application to the Clean Ohio Fund, submitted by the Clermont County Park District, 2/6/16, p.15) 
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The project will ensure that greenspace and open space opportunities are available in 
the newly urbanizing environment (of the City of Loveland) and that development is 
controlled near the sensitive waterways feeding the Little Miami River.  

(Application to the Clean Ohio Fund, p.17) 

Clermont County Park District will own, maintain, and operate the property once it is 
acquired. The park district will provide the day-to-day maintenance, resource 
stewardship, and park ranger patrols of the property. A continued partnership with 
The Grail and Little Miami Conservancy who have a presence on adjoining property 
will be encouraged.  

(Clean Ohio Fund – Green Space Conservation Program Application, p. 4) 

The announcements in the National Grail News and on the Grail listserv about the 
$1,875,00 grant to the Clermont County Park District for the purchase of approximately 
73 acres of land from the Grail to create the Grailville Preserve was, indeed, cause for 
great celebration. It is the culmination of many years of work by Grail members and 
others committed to preserving green spaces. The quotations above represent some of 
the ways The Grailville Preserve will benefit the public. It will also benefit the Grail. 
Members who live in the area or visit for gatherings will be able access these paths 
more easily, and all Grail members can be proud of the legacy we are leaving for future 
generations in the form of this beautiful parkland. 

 The Grailville Implementation Committee (GVIC) hopes to develop an equally inspiring 
representation of the Grail legacy on the south side of the Grail property: a space that is 
sustainable, that represents the Grail’s commitments to beauty, justice and mercy, and 
that will, in years to come, be a monument to our foremothers who dedicated their lives 
to building and maintaining Grailville.  

To this end, we continue to explore ways to implement the recommendations of the 
Grailville Future Committee (GVFC), expanding and/or changing as new options 
emerge. We are not insensitive to the effect that changes might have on those who are 
currently leasing agricultural land. However the GVIC, like the GVFC before us, was 
tasked with finding the best possible long-term use for the property. That work involves 
careful weighing of the interest of all of parties and seeking collaboration/partnership 
wherever possible. We have been impressed with the willingness of many to think 
openly and creatively about the future. This is important as, in the end, we need to 
identify and recommend the best solutions for the Grail in the U.S. That requires being 
mindful of the Grail legacy in this place 20, 30, 50 years from now, and seeking options 
that provide vitality in the present and sustainability for the future.  

We will keep you informed as the process unfolds. 

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs117/1104748327061/archive/1123887357180.html
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Report from the Grail at Grailville Committee 
Vivian Corres, for the Grail at Grailville Committee 

As the Grail in the U.S. discerns the diversified future of Grailville, our Council formed 

the Grail at Grailville Committee (G@GV) to create a new sustainable vision/plan for 

Grail life at Grailville. During the first six weeks of this work we have: met weekly, 

facilitated a Visioning Day for the Cincinnati Region based on a Training for 

Transformation exercise, and shared a synopsis of the Visioning Day with the wider 

Grail. Currently we are in the midst of using the information gathered during that 

Visioning Day to evaluate our work and focus it to clearly reflect the energy of the Grail. 

Our next steps will be reaching out to the National Grail in order to gain input and 

feedback specifically related to the work we have done. 

We are working on a new proposal for Grail Life at Grailville. Our proposed expressions 

of the Grailville Vision and Mission will flow from the national Grail Vision and Mission, 

but will identify specifics for Grailville as a venue. 

With the help of the Spirit, in community with our Grail sisters and allies, with a lot of 

"elbow grease" in our "elbow in time" we are moving forward, building on, modifying, 

researching, adding to/subtracting from our collective work. We, the G@GV Committee, 

are accepting the relay torch as the Grail Life at Grailville germinates. 

We have agreed on a tentative action plan and by the end of March we plan to send a 

questionnaire to the Movement membership. We will further research the information 

received and incorporate it 

into the planning process. 

Then G@GV will divide into 

small groups to work on 

specifics, but will still meet as 

a whole and invite 

contributions and technical 

help from others beyond our 

committee.  

Grail at Grailville Committee 

Vivian Corres, corresv@milwpc.com 

Joy France, joyfrance7@gmail.com 

Jodine Grundy, grundyj@fuse.net 

Mary Lu Lageman, mlageman@grailville.org 

Terry Marshall, terryys@earthlink.net 

Joyce Minkler joyceminkler@gmail.com 

Elizabeth Robinson, elizabethrobinsonart@gmail.com 

Katie Sellers. kathleen.sellers.grail@gmail.com 

Deborah Sullivan, graildeb@icloud.com 

mailto:corresv@milwpc.com
mailto:joyfrance7@gmail.com
mailto:grundyj@fuse.net
mailto:mlageman@grailville.org
mailto:terryys@earthlink.net
mailto:joyceminkler@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethrobinsonart@gmail.com
mailto:kathleen.sellers.grail@gmail.com
mailto:graildeb@icloud.com
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2016 expenses are covered under this year’s budgeting process. One of the small groups 

within G@GV will be developing a proposed budget for 2017 and beyond. All of the 

activities at Grailville this year will be coordinated by Grailville Director Terrie Puckett. 

We are excited by a project initiated by Terrie Puckett and Mary Lu Lageman in 

partnership with Jody Grundy and the Taking Root Campaign (www.takingroot.info). 

Twenty trees will be planted in April on the north side to replace and replenish trees 

that had to be removed. Grailville has recently joined Taking Root as a partner and will 

receive support from Taking Root as well as local Grail members, Eagle Scouts and 

other volunteers who will join in the tree planting, an investment in our future. 

Planning for 2017 and beyond will be based on the new proposal and will consider 

what is both visionary and realistic, possible and within budget. 

We will be open with our findings and concerns. Our G@GV members hold both diverse 

and similar opinions, and we respect each other. We also respect and honor the 

integrity of those who may differ from us. We long for the best communications possible 

among all of us throughout the Movement. 

To conclude this Gumbo article, we your Grail at Grailville Committee invite you to join 

us in singing the round that many of us learned in childhood: 

Make new friends 
But keep the old 
One is silver 
And the other gold. 

 
  

file:///C:/Users/Nwillhelm/Dropbox/General%20Files/Gumbo/2016/March%202016/www.takingroot.info
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Why Crossroads? An opportunity to hear from your 

international sisters at your fingertips 
Carol Siemering 

Did I always read it before I was editor? Well honestly, just occasionally. But am I 

bowled over by its contents now? You bet! I am talking about Crossroads, our 

international…I’m going to call it … a “magazine” that comes out twice a year.   

I have been the editor of seven issues. We have been using a theme usually taken from 

our international vision statement each time. There are articles as well on anything any 

country would like to share with the international community, including memorials.  

Starting with the most recent issue women have shared on the following themes: 

 Our work for and as women (January 2016) 

 What is going on in your Grail community? (June 2015) 

 How do we express our spirituality, our faith, our traditions? (January 2015) 

 International Exchange in the Grail (June 2014) 

 Building peace and justice through education and action (January 2014) 

 Grail work toward a sustainable world (June 2013) 

 Transforming the world into a place of peace and justice (December 2012) 

Many beautiful pictures accompany these thematic and other articles. There is also 

always an update from the International Leadership Team.  

I know few people read it when it comes out or maybe not at all, but here’s the scoop: 

it’s there on our web page under Other Documents and then under International 

Documents http://www.grail-us.org/members/international-documents/. Maybe you 

might have an interest in a particular theme. You can go and read that issue. I think it 

may pique your interest in the others as well. And as we are part of that international 

community, there are articles in each issue from Grail women in the United States. I 

imagine women all over the world reading their words as well. It is a wonderful 

opportunity for all of us to make a connection with one another. 

 
 

  

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Crossroads-January-2016.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Crossroads-June-2015.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Crossroads-January-2015.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Crossroads-June-2014.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Crossroads-Jan-2014.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Crossroads-June-2013.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Crossroads-December-2012.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/members/international-documents/
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Kate Devlin speaks about her experience at the World Climate Summit in 
Paris at Our Lady of Peace Church in Turners Falls on Sunday. Recorder 
staff/Lisa Spear 

A journey for the climate: Local woman speaks on 
World Climate Summit attendance 

This article appeared on the February 29, 2016 front page of The Recorder, of Greenfield, 
MA, Kate Devlin’s and Mary Gene Devlin’s hometown newspaper. 
 
By LISA SPEAR 
Monday, February 29, 2016 

 
MONTAGUE — In front of a crowd in 
Turners Falls a local woman reflected 
on her time at the World Climate 
Summit, the event in Paris that 
brought together leaders from across 
the globe to discuss climate change 
and to create a low-carbon world. 

Those looking to learn more about the 
summit gathered at Our Lady of 
Peace Church on Sunday to hear 
from Biologist Kate Devlin, who spent 
a few weeks at the summit attending 
lectures and making connections. 

“There was a lot of story-sharing 
about what is happening in the world,” 
said Devlin, who is currently teaching 
ecology at Greenfield Community 
College. She collected educational 
pamphlets to bring back to her students. 

“The summit was a meeting of leaders to talk about how to mitigate the effects of climate change, 
not just as a single country, but as a world,” she said. She arrived in France just two weeks after 
the terror attacks that swept through Paris. 

“There was a lot of hope,” said Devlin. She said that reversing the damage of climate change can 
start with individuals. Each individual can play a part in protecting the environment. 

“It’s a moral issue, you have to decide for yourself how you are going to live,” she said. 

She advised the audience to use cloth bags instead of plastic, to recycle, to better insulate their 
homes to save heat and preserve energy. 

“You need a critical mass to tip the scales. You need to get enough people talking about it,” said 
Devlin. 

While at the summit, she learned of indigenous tribes fighting to protect their ancestral lands in 
Latin America, she learned about the droughts that are happening across the globe. She learned 
that the impacts of climate change are most often felt through change in water. 

http://www.recorder.com/News/Local/A-journey-for-the-climate-Local-woman-speaks-on-World-Climate-Summit-attendance
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Grail Collections Committee 

T. Rose Holdcraft 
Terrie Puckett 
Lenie Schaareman 
Carol Skyrm, chair 
Noreen Willhelm 

Through a series of slides, she shared her experiences with the Montague community. 

“That was a wonderful speech and presentation, but there are still politicians who are not accepting 
climate change,” said Shirley Bontempi of Greenfield. Devlin suggested writing letters to Congress. 

You can reach Lisa Spear at: lspear@recorder.com or (413) 772-0261, ext. 280 

 
 

Update On The Grail Collections Committee 
T. Rose Holdcraft and Lenie Schaareman 

In this period of transition, inventoried collection 
items may be used for Grail programs and Grail 
member activities at Grailville. The inventory 
provides specific locations by building and room for 
the tracking of each item and when an item is used 
and then relocated/returned, the inventory 
database is updated. We hope to be able to continue 
collections accessibility.  

The Council has approved our suggestions for dispersing non-heritage/art collections 
items/furniture, recognizing that some of these options have drawbacks. The options 
for dissemination depend on the type and condition of the item: (1) discard or recycle, 
(2) random sale opportunities at fair market prices – such as from an individual request 
or from non-profit or commercial business inquiries, such as antique dealers (3) 
auction house sale building by building, (4) online sales, (5) donations to charitable 
groups, such as Goodwill, YWCA etc. We have previously discussed some of these 
options, and some have been used to dispose of items as you have read in past Grail 
communications.  
  
The Collections Committee wants to give an opportunity to all Grail in the U.S. members 
a first chance to view items that are for sale now or in the very near future. In the 
collections update in the February 2016 Gumbo and in this one, there are images of 
items that will become available. We propose that we will begin this review process for 
sale items by early May for Grail members. If you are in or traveling through the 
neighborhood, check in with Lenie Schaareman for an opportunity to see the items 
you are interested in and for scheduling your visit. Of course, local Grail members have 
an advantage, but as we want to give all a chance, the review process will extend 
through August 2016. We will have a simple system for tracking individual interests. 
Our projection now is that after August, items will be offered for sale to other 
individuals, commercial businesses or to antique dealers.  

mailto:lspear@recorder.com
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/GUMBO-2-2016.pdf
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Trail sculptural art 

Some additional items may be reclaimed by the Grail at Grailville Committee for use in 
Tidings, the Ark and Oratory, after the committee’s plans have been made and approved 
by Council. (Please note that we are still at this time completing the sorting process for 

the art/heritage/archive 
collections and for the 
sculptures and other 
treasures on the Trails. Stay 
tuned.) 

The next Gumbo will feature 
images and prices for the 
some of the nearly 100 
pieces of Old Hickory 
Furniture Co. (Indiana) 

wicker or hand-made chairs and tables. They have a market value higher than most 
other types of furniture at Grailville (excluding the Romweber pieces).  

During February, the Hodie attic contents were further evaluated. There are now 31 
prints (20 unframed; 11 in faux bamboo frames) from the Catholic University in Peking,  
China, given to Grailville by Father Nicholas Maestrini in the late 1940s to 1950s; 
further research is in process. If you know anything about these, let us know.  

About 45 wood crosses, hand-made as part of the Grail Art Production, were also 
located in Hodie Attic and elsewhere. Two or three will be retained as part of Grail 

heritage, but the others will be available.  

Art/Heritage collection items. Further work in Robert Hall continues with the separation 
of seasonal/decorative items from art/heritage. Becky Hill and T. Rose Holdcraft are 
following through on this and hope to have it completed by May. The following was 
previously provided in the February Gumbo, and we wanted to reprint again in this 
March issue. Your feedback and clarifying information on any of the art items would be 

Prints from Catholic University of Peking,  China Wood crosses from Hodie Attic 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2000-10-06/html/CREC-2000-10-06-pt1-PgS10076-2.htm
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greatly appreciated. Please email Becky Hill or T. Rose Holdcraft with your updates, 
information or questions. See: http://www.grail-us.org/who-we-are/history-of-the-
grail-in-the-us/ and then go to “Telling The Grail Story” or go directly to: 
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/TellingtheGrailStory-Final.pdf 

Other collection-related activities:  
Lenie sorted books in various locations and took the run-of-the-mill books to the public 
library. Other books are available for sale, such as the Waverley novels and titles below; 
most are from the 1920s.  

 
A couple of these pristine 1940s/1950s 
enamel water basins and buckets will be 
retained as illustrative of Grailville history; 
others will become available for sale. They 
were recently found in a cubby space in 
Metanoia.  

The Nakashima furniture items (10) that 
were taken to Cowan’s Auctions in December 
will be up for sale in May 2016. Fingers 
crossed for a good return. 

Crèche sets that Terrie Puckett arranged to be on view at Loveland Historical Society 
over the recent holiday season have been returned have been repacked. 
Any comments that you may have about any of these past or upcoming activities, please 
do not  hesitate to be in touch with a member of the Collections Committee. We want 
and seek YOUR feedback. 

  

http://www.grail-us.org/who-we-are/history-of-the-grail-in-the-us/
http://www.grail-us.org/who-we-are/history-of-the-grail-in-the-us/
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/TellingtheGrailStory-Final.pdf
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My Reflections on Possible 

Sale of Grailville’s South Side 

Agricultural Land 

Elizabeth/Lebe Schickel-Robinson, 

written as a Grail Member 

 

I have been reflecting on the potential 

sale of the south side Grailville 

agricultural land. What came to mind as 

part of that reflection is the principle of 

subsidiarity. As many of you know this is 

a well-known and widely utilized 

Catholic social teaching which is "a 

community of a higher order should not 

interfere in the internal life of a 

community of a lower order, depriving 

the latter of its functions, but rather 

should support it in case of need and help 

to coordinate its activity with the 

activities of the rest of society, always 

with a view to the common good.” 

Practically speaking, this means 

devolving decisions to the lowest level 

possible. Clearly the decision of any 

disposition of Grailville land parcels 

belongs to the whole of the Grail through 

the agency of the established structure. 

There is, however, an important Grail-

connected constituency currently 

productively and responsibly utilizing the 

south side agricultural lands. This 

constituency that has not been represented 

and heard sufficiently for the Grail-

mission related work it is doing. That is 

what is what I want to address here. 

 

The Southside Agricultural lands, not 

including the State Route 48 field, is 

about 90 acres depending on exactly 

where you put the borders. This is mostly 

Research, Deliberations and 

Findings on Grailville Options 

The following information is 
drawn from the work over the 
past two years of the 2014-2015 
Grail Council and the Grail 
Finance, Grailville Future, and 
Grailville Implementation 
Committees whose members 
include: Wendy Budzynski, Terri 
Carter, Pam Cobey, Ria de Groot, 
Kate Devlin, Mary Farrell, Cherie 
Holman, Mary Kay Delgado, Beth 
Murphy, Nancy Richardson, Loretta 
Rokey, Carol Skyrm, Maureen Tate, 
Sally Timmel, Beth Wasmer, Sharon 
Wood, Patricia Young 

 
Subsidiarity is an interesting concept. It 
has been referenced in terms of 
government welfare keeping individuals 
from reaching their full potential. It has 
been discussed in terms of the Russian 
government keeping its people from 
forming local groups to handle societal 
issues. In the case of agriculture, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops mention 
subsidiarity in their publication, “For I 
Was Hungry & You Gave Me Food: 
Catholic Social Teaching And 
Agriculture.” Immediately following the 
quote “a community of a higher 
order…always with a view of the 
common good”, the article says, “In the 
case of agriculture, solidarity and 
subsidiarity lead us to support and 
promote smaller, family-run farms not 
only to produce food, but also to provide 
a livelihood for families and to form the 

Next page, please Next page, please 
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rolling pasture-land where the Hills tend 

and raise around 60 head of beef. The 

land also includes two barns and a pond, 

the Milk and Honey House and St Brigid, 

some level fields and driveway access to 

O’Bannonville Road. It could also 

possibly include Modicum and Benedicite 

depending on the needs of First Step 

Home. Earth-Shares CSA with its 100 

member families currently intensively 

and organically farms about six acres of 

the level field. They propose to increase 

this by half, up to 9 acres to support 125 

member families. There is also the Ping 

France Cooperative small venture that 

raises chickens on leased Grailville land 

twice a year. All of these entities lease 

their land from Grailville. These south 

side agricultural acres are bordered to the 

east by current Grailville land that will 

soon and happily become Clermont 

County Parks land for all to enjoy its 

natural beauty.  

  

The Earth-Shares CSA was birthed by 

Grail members and is now its own Ohio 

non- profit. It is still stewarded by a Grail 

board member and a Grail advisor along 

with other community members. The 

CSA is valued by its members, other 

collaborators and those who buy produce 

at its stand. It is recognized as a 

community and educational resource.  

 

According to a recent progress report of 

the Implementation Team, one of the 

possibilities seriously considered is 

putting on the ballot for Grail 

membership vote the sale of the South 

Side agricultural lands. This ballot, 

according to the report, could go to the 

Grail membership in just over a month, in 

foundation of rural communities.”  
 
Given the financial status of the U.S. 
Grail, we must look out for the good of 
the entire organization, not just 
Grailville, not individual members, and 
certainly not just in the short-term. 
 
The Grail Council, Grail Finance Team, 
Grailville Future Committee, and the 
Grailville Implementation Committee 
have spent months pouring over financial 
information, maps, appraisals, and 
proposals to identify feasible solutions to 
our financial situation. In doing so, we 
have tried to communicate with 
compassion, without offending, and 
maintaining privacy where possible. As a 
result, a lot of information has gone 
unpublished and our conclusions and 
motivations have been suspect. To clear 
the air and provide you with the facts 
you need to make an informed decision 
about the future of Grailville, and by 
extension, the Grail, we would like to 
share the following information: 
 

• At the 2014 GA, members affirmed an 
interest in putting our agricultural 
acreage into production. The Grail at 
Grailville Committee is currently tasked 
with figuring out how to do that on the 
north side of the property.  

• There are approximately 100 acres 
suitable for agriculture on the south 
side. 

• Becky and Pat Hill currently raise about 
60 head of cattle on 75 acres of pasture 

Next page, please Next page, please 
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early April 2016. The proposed sale for 

the south side agricultural lands would be 

to a young farming couple, Mark and 

Claire Luff, also known as Finn Meadow 

Farm. Hardworking young farmers, Mark 

and Claire Luff /Finn Meadow Farm 

would be a for-profit entity. They need 

and want to make their entire living off of 

the farm. Community education and 

involvement could not practically be a 

core objective. A for profit farm such as 

theirs simply cannot make a living and 

also have education as a priority. They 

propose to own all of the agricultural land 

on the south side and aspire to make a 

home and living. This makes perfect 

sense for them and is a noble venture in 

its own right.  

 

This is however a quite different model 

from the community-based farming 

entities who currently lease and want to 

keep leasing Grailville land. This model 

allows for broader-based synergy with 

local educational groups who want to 

love and care for the land and learn to 

grow food. Earth-Shares CSA is 

completely community-based with its 

mission to grow organic fresh vegetables 

and support its farmers for the good of the 

community it serves. The CSA currently 

employs two women - one full-time 

farmer and a part time farming assistant. 

The CSA has an active educational work-

share program which includes members 

and intern relationships with two local 

universities. Earth-Shares CSA hope to 

collaborate with a local woman farmer to 

add eggs and other animal products to 

what they now offer the community. 

 

Our Earth-Shares CSA donates a share to 

land. They had previously owned about 
eight cows purchased the whole herd in 
late 2014, as the Grail was discussing 
the potential sale of the property. The 
cattle operation is a for-profit, private 
business and rents Grail land for 
$3,750/year. 

• Twice a year, Joy France and Phil Ping 
raise about 100 meat chickens for 
themselves and neighbors on leased 
Grailville land. They pay $80/year in 
rent. 

• The Earth-Shares CSA grows and sells 
organic produce to 100 members on six 
acres of Grail land. The Grail maintains 
the land’s organic certification. Earth-
Shares is an Ohio non-profit, 
independent of the Grail. It began 
operations in 2008, after the Grailville 
CSA ceased operations in 2005. Mary Lu 
Lageman has worked for the CSA and 
board members have included Julia 
Almaguer and Lenie Schaareman. Julia 
also previously served as board chair. 
John Robinson, Lebe Robinson’s 
husband, is currently board chair. 
Earth-Shares CSA pays $1,850 a year in 
rent for six acres, access to water, use 
of the Milk & Honey House, the 
greenhouse and straw bale house and 
use of two large tractors, two walk-
behind tractors and attachments, a 
tiller and garden equipment. 

• The CSA sends its members an 
informative email each week during the 
growing season and brings in interns 
from two local colleges..  

• The south side model proposed by the 

Next page, please Next page, please 
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a local food pantry (in 2016 over four 

hundred pounds of organic CSA produce 

were donated). Our CSA also operates an 

honor stand where non-members can 

purchase organic produce. The Hills, who 

raise and own a herd of cattle are 

committed to Grailville and want to 

expand educational activities related to 

farm animals and careful stewardship of 

the land. Additionally the Ping France 

small venture cooperative raises chickens 

on leased Grailville land twice a year. 

These are offered to CSA members. The 

Ping France Chicken Cooperative also 

educates and serves the community by 

teaching the butchering of the chickens. 

There is discussion of Earth-Shares CSA 

offering beef through the Hills. These 

small entities pay their own way and are 

done in a the spirit of commitment and 

learning and doing right by the land. They 

provide example and responsibly raised 

food for the community. 

 

All of these entities are currently 

collaborating and are committed to a 

concept of the farm as a learning 

community classroom. The entities 

currently working the Grailville land are 

on the cutting edge of the local food 

movement. The south side agricultural 

land with the base mentioned is and has 

been since the 1940’s a classroom for 

community based farming projects. We 

have on Grailville land both a long 

tradition and current active 

demonstrations of small-scale appropriate 

agriculture. There is room for other 

synergistic small community land efforts 

to exist, thrive, learn and benefit the 

broader community on this land. It is my 

hope the Grail will retain the south side 

GVFC differs from the existing land use 
in that it is a broader, long-term, agri-
community concept that could serve as 
a national model and Grail legacy. 

• Marc and Claire Luff are young, highly 
educated and already successful 
farmers, operating a 140-member CSA, 
selling at multiple local farmers 
markets and supplying restaurants with 
sustainably grown food. They envision 
building a community around their 
farm and are committed to ensuring 
that the land continues to be used for 
productive, sustainable agriculture, not 
sold for development.  

• The Luffs have already demonstrated 
that they have the energy and ideas for 
community education.  

• Grail members agreed to consolidate 
on a smaller footprint on the north-side 
of Grailville. The Grail @GV committee 
is in the process of developing that 
vision. It could include the Earth-Shares 
CSA and the France-Ping chickens.  

• The Hills could potentially work with 
the Luffs who need cattle to improve 
the soil on the south side, or they could 
assist in improving the quality of the 
soil on the north-side. (The cattle 
manure is not organic, though, and may 
not be desirable on the north-side’s 
organically certified fields.)  

• Grailville staff and local members have 
spent years trying to come up with a 
new model for use of the land — one 
that meshes with our mission. We 
planted walnut trees and never 
harvested the nuts. We have planted 

Next page, please Next page, please 
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agricultural lands to allow possibilities to 

emerge in tandem with the North Side 

Grail Center. Personally I look forward to 

the North Side Center being able to work 

in a holistic synergistic way with the 

south side agricultural collaborators. I 

believe these collaborative uses of 

agricultural land at Grailville are much 

closer to the mission and vision of the 

Grail than a single entity owner.  

 

The current leases do not bring much 

money into Grailville but they do 

financially pay for themselves and also 

pay in good care for the land. They do not 

lose money for the Grail and are a small 

source of income after costs as well as a 

big net gain in community exposure and 

goodwill. 

 

It is unfortunately true that if the Grail 

sells the south side agricultural lands to 

the Luffs - eventually the Earth-Shares 

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 

and the cow herd and chickens would be 

gone. This kind of community based 

farming could not work with a single 

entity owner like the Luffs who need to 

make a complete living for themselves as 

for profit farmers. 

 

If this sale of agricultural lands to the 

Luffs/Finn Meadow Farm is put on the 

upcoming ballot Grail members will have 

to make a painful choice. What does the 

Grail value and want to support? The 

present Grail connected and community 

based diverse farming already 

productively working the land? Or sell 

an orchard and do not harvest the fruit. 
We have started bee colonies that have 
not survived. We have cows on the 
property whose waste is not organic. 
We have left agricultural fields to lie 
fallow, returning to scrubland. Some 
fields previously identified as 
agricultural can no longer be used 
because invasive hybrid pear trees that 
bear no fruit have taken over the land. 

• Grail women have done wonders with 
the land at Grailville since it was 
purchased in the 1940s. They plowed 
and tilled and harvested. But our reality 
today is vastly different. We do not 
have nucleus members staffing the 
office or working the land for a 
subsistence wage. Membership of the 
Grail in the U.S. is on the decline. Our 
population is aging; the average age of 
our members is 71.7 years. 30% of our 
members are 80 or older. Even those of 
who have joined the Grail in recent 
years have much life experience – the 
average age of those who have joined 
since 2010 is 54.2. We now have a 
viable option but we have to look 
beyond personal benefit to focus on 
the common good of the Grail, the 
work we can realistically accomplish on 
the approximately 70 acres on the 
north side of the Grailville property, 
and the legacy we can leave the world 
on the south side. 

 
 
 

 

Next page, please 
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now for a modest amount of money to 

help a single entity farming couple who 

aspire to make this land their home and 

farm?  

 

What will be the whole cost to the Grail 

and especially the newly birthed north 

side Grail Center if current community 

who love Grailville, the land and work 

hard for it are discarded? This disruption 

and possible breakdown of an established, 

productive community does not seem 

fortuitous for trying to build community 

as Grail, in a new Grail north side center 

and with our broader local community.  

 

Supported by the membership, The Grail 

is making a sale to the Clermont County 

Parks because it will bring in substantial 

needed funds while speaking to the Grail 

Mission and Vision and to the common 

good of the community. Hooray! The 

Grail has also voted for the work of First 

Step Home by voting to sell to 

Bloomfield Schon who would then sell 

the hub to First Step Home. We are 

hoping this sale of the hub for the use of 

First Step Home will also benefit the 

Grail in income and save us from major 

operating costs. First Step Home and the 

good work it does will speak to our 

mission and benefit the greater common 

good. The park land sale and hub sale 

should give us time for unhurried careful 

consideration of the future.  

 

If the Grail still feels it needs money, the 

Route 48 field, a bit less than 21 acres 

after the park land sale, would bring high 

income per acre, possibly $50-60,000 as 

it is easily developable land with utilities 

at its border. It is on the Grail perimeter 

and would bring in much more income 

for its size than selling agricultural lands 

already productive and manifesting Grail 

mission and vision. Bloomfield Schon’s 

plan for Alzheimer’s and Angel Care 

facilities might be an option or another 

developer who could come up with a 

great price and plan for the Rte. 48 field. 

 

A sale of the agricultural lands to a single 

entity young farming couple would mean 

supporting their dream of an expanded 

farm. It would also mean modest financial 

gain for the Grail. Harder to calculate is 

the deficit from the probable loss of 

goodwill and sense of betrayal in the 

current community responsibly working 

the land.  

 

I want to end by going back to the 

principle of subsidiarity. By sale, the 

Grail would not be supporting the current 

productive and Grail-based agricultural 

efforts in their time of need - when their 

existence is threatened by the 

organization that formed them. I would 

hope the Grail would help coordinate and 

grow these cutting edge activities by 

continuing leases of the land which 

manifest most clearly our Grail Mission 

and Vision and benefits the higher 

community good. 

 

 
 

Next column, please 
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Grail Birthdays 

March 
2 Mary O'Brien 
2 Wendy Bayer 
2 Rosa Contreras 
4 Ruth Vargas 
6 Mindy Burger 
7 Angele Coyle Smith 
7 Mary Hughes 
7 Claudia Yamasue 
9 Loretta Rokey 
10 Mary Farrell 
16 Patricia St. Onge 
18 Anne Hurley 
18 Judy Alves 
20 Maureen Tate 
20 Terri Carter 

 

21 Maureen Laflin 
22 Sharon Wood 
24 Ruth Gallant 
24 Rose Mary Clark 
25 Ann Marie Czyzewski 
26 Helena Schaareman 
26 Pamela Cobey 
26 Wendy Budzynski 
27 Debora Schak 
27 Ellen Duell 
27 Jeanne Heiberg 
28 Nancy Cooney 
28 Ann Heidkamp 
31 Carol Siemering 
 

 

 

April 
3 Una Mae Hargrave 
6 Alice Kelly 
7 Barbara Gibbons 
9 Theresa Dardar 
10 Stephana Tikalsky 
15 Ingrid Farnham 
17 Marian Lucas 
18 Donna Ambrogi 
18 Barbara Coleman 
18 Carole Spearin McCauley 
18 Marian Ronan 
22 Bonnie Hendricks 
23 Hermine Glaser 
24 Frances Hebert 
25 Patricia Young 

Back row, left to right: Lillian Wald, Mary Kay Louchart, Judith DeFour Howard, Joy Garland, 
Mpanda Kalala, Sharon Joslyn, Carol Skyrm. Front and Center: Dorothy!  

Celebrating Dorothy Rasenberger’s 85th birthday 
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Readers’ Corner 
If you’d like to share what you have on your bedside 
table or tucked into your “while-I’m-waiting” bag, send 
an email to noreen@grail-us.org or give us a call at 
(513) 683-5750, ext. 242. 

From Marian Ronan  

The Cruelest of All Mothers: Marie de l’Incarnation, 
Motherhood, and Christian Tradition  
By Mary Dunn 
Fordham University Press, 2016. Hardback, $45; 
e-book, $44.99.  150 pp. plus back matter. 

For feminists, a book about the life of Marie Guyart de 

l’Incarnation, the little known French-Canadian 

Ursuline nun canonized in 2014, can’t help but be welcome. As the title of Mary Dunn’s 

remarkable new study suggests, however, The Cruelest of All Mothers is a good deal 

more than a saint’s life. 

Raised in Tours, France, Marie Guyart began having mystical encounters with Christ at 

the age of seven and longed to become a nun, but her parents forced her to marry. She 

did so in 1617, age eighteen. In 1619, she gave birth to a son, Claude, and six months 

later, her husband died.  

Guyart spent most of the next eleven years raising her son, supporting them both by 

working in her brother-in-law’s business, while continuing to long for the religious life. 

In 1631, she entered the Ursulines at Tours—all convents were cloistered in those 

days—over the strenuous objections of her son, who was left without visible means of 

support.  Two years later, in a vision, the Virgin Mary told Marie she had plans for her in 

Canada.  In 1639, Marie and three other Ursulines sailed to Quebec, where she spent the 

rest of her life. 

Marie de l’Incarnation’s ministry was impressive in many respects. She founded the 

Ursulines in Canada and served as their superior for eighteen years. She also learned 

multiple indigenous languages and translated the catechism into Iroquois. But the issue 

at the center of Dunn’s analysis is Guyart’s abandonment of her eleven-year-old son and 

the meaning(s) of that act in light of Christian perspectives on motherhood and 

contemporary scholarship. 

mailto:noreen@grail-us.org
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In chapter 1, Dunn “explicates” Marie’s abandonment of Claude in the context of the 

times, that is, in the way that Marie herself was likely to have understood it: as a 

sacrifice performed in conformity with God’s will, modeled after the crucifixion. Marie’s 

deep desire to stay with her son would have been irrelevant. But in chapter 2, Dunn 

suggests that the abandonment may instead have been quite the opposite: a refusal on 

Marie’s part to conform to the norms of seventeenth-century French family life, in 

which parents’ greatest obligation was to protect the “patrimony” of their children. 

But, Dunn reminds us, human actions rarely fall into neat, either/or categories, in this 

case, those of submission or resistance.  Dunn therefore draws on the work of 

sociologist Pierre Bourdieu to explore the abandonment as what was likely within the 

boundaries of Guyart’s own time that “left little (positive) room for actual maternal 

bodies and real maternal practice.” Fundamental to this worldview were centuries of 

Christian teaching in which motherhood itself was portrayed as fleshly and the 

renunciation of children as heroic.  The 17th century Christian privileging of self-

sacrifice as the ultimate in spiritual practice reinforced these longstanding teachings. In 

her own time, then, Marie had little choice but to abandon Claude if she believed God 

had called her to the mystical life. 

Dunn goes on to suggest, however, that in another time and place, Marie might have 

been able to understand motherhood itself, and not only its renunciation, as a sacrifice 

modeled on that of Christ. Now let me acknowledge at this point that feminist 

discussions of sacrifice in recent decades have been something of a minefield, with 

theologians like Rita Nakashima Brock and Rebecca Parker denouncing Christian 

notions of sacrifice as inherently misogynistic, even sadistic. In her final chapter, 

however, Dunn uses the work of the French feminist psychoanalytic theorist Julia 

Kristeva to undercut such dismissals of sacrifice, embedded as they are in binary, 

Cartesian, either/or thinking. For Kristeva maternal subjectivity—itself the model of all 

human subjectivity—is a mother’s willingness to “give herself up” in order to make 

room for the other within. (But) a mother’s willingness to give herself up does not end 

in the annihilation of the mother in the service of others, but in the enrichment of the 

mother through the inclusion of the other (13). 

In fact, as Dunn explains, Kristeva’s understanding of motherhood folds into each other 

the pivotal categories that have been held in opposition throughout Western/Christian 

history: agape and Eros, the Word and the flesh, syntax and rhythm, male and female. 
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Furthermore, this Kristevan model of motherhood as sacrifice and fulfillment finds its 

closest analogue in the sacrifice of Christ on the cross because that sacrifice ended in 

life, not death, that is, in the Resurrection and the formation of the Christian community. 

Similarly, motherhood culminates in new life and profound connection. In fact, as the 

book continues, Dunn demonstrates that motherhood was enfolded into Guyart’s 

spirituality throughout her life despite—or because of—the abandonment of her son 

Dunn’s reading of motherhood in the life of Marie Guyart’s life and in Christian history 

is itself a significant achievement. But Dunn introduces a third, galvanizing layer to her 

narrative: her own experience of motherhood, and especially, of mothering a child with 

a rare genetic disorder.  Already halfway through the introduction, Dunn writes about 

being the mother of two older children, Bobby and Frankie, three years and one year 

old respectively, at a time when attitudes toward motherhood are very different from 

those of the sixteenth-century.  Throughout the book. Dunn returns to this experience of 

mothering these two and then two more children, the last one, Aggie, born with the 

genetic disorder. 

At first glance, there would seem to be few similarities between Dunn and Guyart. Dunn 

stays at home, devoting much time and attention to her children, and especially to 

Aggie. Yet a careful reading of Dunn’s intermittent shifts from Guyart’s motherhood to 

her own brings a certain similarity to the surface: Dunn also experiences ambivalence, 

or at least anxiety, about the daughter the doctors assure her will be quite unlike her 

other children. Aggie is the abject, the other, that ancient Christian teaching identified 

with the flesh and with motherhood itself, and which 17th Christian spirituality urged 

Guyart to reject.  It is to Dunn’s considerable credit as a scholar and a writer that she 

doesn’t resolve this tension, this binary, any more than she resolves the tensions within 

Guyart’s own experience of motherhood. As we continue the feminist effort to 

transform the hierarchical binaries with which the church and Western civilization have 

burdened us, neither may we opt for easy resolutions. 

 
Marian Ronan lives in Brooklyn, NY. The 30th anniversary edition of her co-authored book, Wisdom’s 
Feast: Sophia in Study and Celebration is available on Amazon: enter “Wisdom’s Feast Apocryphile Press” 
in the Amazon search. 


