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Greetings and Images of Easter 2016 

  
Easter brings a gift of peace that no 

words can quite impart, Easter brings 

a gift of love that blesses every heart, 

Easter brings a gift of hope to lighten 

all the ways, may all these perfect 

gifts be yours from day to day. 

  

Happy Easter!! 

From The Grail Kisekibaha 

From the Grail in Uganda: 

May the celebration of Jesus' 

resurrection reveal to us further 

the mystery of our salvation, and  

as we rise with him,  may we have 

the grace to live with all  

humanity  in love, mercy and 

divine happiness. Happy Easter to 

you all. 
Thanks to Laura Hershberger, Elizabeth Robinson and Grail 
sisters across the world 
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GVIC Members 
Sally Timmel: 
sallyjtimmel@gmail.com 
Mary Kay Delgado: 
mkaydelgado1@gmail.com 
Loretta Rokey: lrokey1@gmail.com 
Cherie Holman: 
CherieHolman@comcast.net 
Beth Murphy: 
interface70@gmail.com 
Nancy Richardson: 
nancydrichardson39@gmail.com  
Beth Wasmer: bwaztoo@gmail.com 

Report from the Grailville Implementation Committee 
Nancy Richardson, on behalf of the committee 

The Grailville Implementation Committee 
(GVIC) continues its work on the details 
necessary before making a formal 
recommendation to the Grail Council. Since our 
last National Grail News report on March 25, we 
have more details to share about both of the 
proposals with which we are working: 
Bloomfield/Schon and Finn Meadows Farm.  

Please note: We are not yet making 
recommendations about these. The attached 
documents are new since our last update. 
Rather, we are keeping you up-to-date with 
where we are with the proposals. If/when we 
make a recommendation, we will negotiate a price contingent upon the buyers’ 
appraisal and our appraisal. The agreed-upon price would fall somewhere between 
those two numbers – both of which would be based on market values.  

Bloomfield/Schon 

As I mentioned in my earlier posts, Bloomfield/Schon is proposing to develop a 
residential community surrounding a working farm. The residential community they 
envision consists of three nonprofit residential communities and 12 private homes. This 
link shows a site plan, but is not intended to show exact measurements. This link shows 
the kinds of houses proposed for Grailville. (Please note: You may have to rotate the site 
plan image to view correctly). 

The three nonprofit residential communities address significant needs in the U.S., and 
reflect the Grail’s commitment to address contemporary social needs:  

 Addiction Recovery Programs for Women: First Step Home 
 Treatment for Alzheimer’s Patients: Angels Care Family Home.  
 Senior Housing: Episcopal Retirement Home.  

For First Step Home, Bloomfield/Schon proposes to renovate all buildings in the Hub, 
and upgrade roads and infrastructure. They propose to build a road from Ohio Route 48 
into the southwestern edge of the Grail property, to the 12 houses. Angels Care will be 

mailto:sallyjtimmel@gmail.com
mailto:mkaydelgado1@gmail.com
mailto:lrokey1@gmail.com
mailto:CherieHolman@comcast.net
mailto:interface70@gmail.com
mailto:nancydrichardson39@gmail.com
mailto:bwaztoo@gmail.com
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs117/1104748327061/archive/1124139422653.html
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/SITEPLAN.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/SITEPLAN.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/GVHouses.pdf
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located close to 48 on one side of the new road, the Episcopal Retirement Home, on the 
other side. They are proposing 28 to 40 units in 7 to 10 buildings for the retirement 
cottages and two or three residences for Angels Care. All these buildings would be one 
story and complement the modern architecture of the rest of the development, similar 
to the images shown in the link. 

The 12 private homes will be nestled in the woodlands behind the Hub. These homes 
will range in size and will be on lots that range from 1to 4 acres, depending on the lay of 
the land and the best locations for building with minimal disturbance to the natural 
landscape. In this link you can see some photos of the kinds of homes they have built in 
wooded areas. 

Finn Meadows Farms 

We also have some updates regarding Finn Meadows Farm. Marc and Claire Luff 
describe their farm as “An Ecological Farm With A Mission.” Their mission is, as stated 
in their proposal, “To heal and improve the land through soil building while growing 
maximum yields of food in a profitable and sustainable way. To create a model for other 
small farms that can help preserve farmland, create community, and contribute to 
sustainable living systems.” Some key points of their proposal include:  
 They work with diversified farming operations which function together as a 

system: a five-acre garden, 60 head of pastured pork, 4 breeding swine, 30 grass-
fed beef cattle, and Joel Salatin-style poultry including about 250 laying hens, 100 
turkeys and 700 meat chickens per year,  using roughly 45 acres of open ground, 
with a small orchard of apple, peach and cherry trees, raspberries and 
blackberries. 

 They plan to operate a CSA and a farm store from St. Brigid’s 
 They intend to seek Permaganic Certification, a permaculture-based program that 

rewards growers who strive for a high level of community outreach 
 They hope to engage community members in the farm through volunteering, 

taking classes, and/or being a work share member in their CSA 
 They are in communication with both Pat and Becky Hill and Earth-Shares CSA 

about potential ways to collaborate and they remain open to further discussion. 

We encourage you to view and read the Condensed Executive Summary of the Luffs 
Proposal. The full, 12-page Executive Summary is available upon request. 

We invite you to be in touch with us with any questions or comments. 

  

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/GVHouses.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1-MbPwaY6Y
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Finn-Meadows-Executive-Summary-Condensed.pdf
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United Nations CSW-60: Dispatches from the Front 
Maureen Tate 

Maureen Tate joined women from throughout the world in New York for the United 
Nations 60th Commission on the Status of Women(CSW-60)  in March. The Grail 
Center in the Bronx was the home base for dozens of girls and women for two weeks, 
providing food, shelter and enthusiasm, as it has for so many years. Following are 
excerpts from some of Maureen’s postings on the Grail national listserv.  

March 12 

Although some individuals are still to arrive, today was orientation day for the sizable 
group already in place. Preparations were a little more difficult this year because we no 
longer have use of the St. Luke’s Convent to house the adults. Local Grail members Joy 
Garland and Mpanda Kalala, and some nearby neighbors have opened their homes 
and, for the moment, all seem to be accommodated. We were a packed house today. Our 
international delegation includes: Nina Hendrick and Ntando (South Africa); Mila, 
Timeika (CSW intern) and Abida (Mozambique); Maya (Mexico); Caroline, Hyasinta and 
CSW intern Sara (Tanzania); Ping (China), Veronica (Ecuador); Ana Rui (Portugal); and 
we are awaiting the arrival of Naomi and Bernadette (Papua New Guinea). Three girls 
are participating from Philadelphia - Afua, Simone and Tahylor.  

Our U.S. Grail delegation includes, of course, our Bronx hostesses Mary Kay Louchart 
and Sharon Joslyn as well as Mary Gindhart, Maureen Tate, Simonetta Romano, 
Lucy Jones, Lisa Petro, Monica Maher and Pam Cobey. Others are expected who will 
come in and out and we look forward to seeing them along the way and I will try to keep 
up with the comings and goings. 

This afternoon’s orientation was a 
new addition and was packed with 
logistical information as well as 
some opportunities for 
introductions, participatory 
activities and videos to open up the 
CSW experience. We enjoyed a 
special session on Bridging 
Cultures presented by Lisa Petro, a 
Grail Explorer, a multicultural 
expert who works with schools and 
organizations in many countries, 
building on issues of cultural 
competence and responsiveness. We discussed such issues as: What is Culture? What is 
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the impact of culture on groups? What are the cultural lenses we bring to our 
interactions and judgments?… 

March 13 

Sunday morning felt a bit like “off to the races!” No one seemed to get much sleep. The 
house was alive by 4:30 a.m., with everyone jockeying for bathroom time and doing 
last-minute prep as some of the young women had facilitation roles in the program. 
Everyone was out the door by 6:30 a.m.! 

… There is too much to communicate but suffice it to say it was truly inspiring and 
motivating to be in the company of women with so much history, aspiration and vision. 
Panelists focused on the theme “Women Empowered to Implement the Sustainable 
Development Goals.” There was a repeated phrase  “implementation, implementation, 
implementation.” There was much focus on the need to put political capital and 
financing behind achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). SDG #5 
addresses gender equality and women’s empowerment. Nina from South Africa 
reported that a clever way to remember and advocate for this SDG is “Gimme 5!” with a 
hand slap. It works. I don’t think I’ll forget. Of course all of the 17 SDG’s are crucial but 
the sense of these gatherings is that none will be achieved unless women’s 
empowerment is addressed. 

… Members of another panel “No One Left Behind” addressed this phrase from different 
perspectives. One might expect that this is self-explanatory and a laudable goal. I was 
taken by their critical review of it as they asked what this might really mean for women 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sdgoverview/post-2015-development-agenda.html
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and girls. For most, the theme felt totally inadequate given the kind of change that is 
needed. 

… There was so much more. That was yesterday and it already feels like days ago … I 
may not be able to keep up but will share as I can. Tomorrow….(actually today now – 
Monday night) … it’s Philly girls do the Big Apple! 

March 14 

The girls from Philadelphia have limited days because of the inflexibility of their 
schools, so I spent the day with them attending sessions before they leave this evening. 
Two will return for our Grail girls’ panel event on Thursday morning… It was a pleasure 
today to be with girls who are taking advantage of opportunities to broaden their 
horizons. As many of us know, you can never tell what impact an image, exposure or an 
encounter will have later in life… 

We began the day with a presentation on media strategies to combat sex trafficking... 
They addressed the vulnerabilities of extreme poverty and physical abuse that lead 
children into trafficking, whether as victims or perpetrators. They explored the problem 
of media imagery, from demythologizing the story of Cinderella as a basis for the 
conditioning and “grooming” that opens girls to the seduction of the trafficker … to the 
influence on boys and men of pornographic images that sexualize girls and women as 
objects wanted by someone else…We attended the Girl–Boy Dialogue where two of our 
girls, Ntando from South Africa and Mila from Mozambique were speaking. All were 
quite articulate about experiences of bullying, sexual violence and harassment that are 
still so prevalent. From one panelist “As I go to a party, I prepare for battle hoping that 
one day I can remove my armor.” 

… The evening dinner was quite lively and extended over several hours… It was great to 
see Monica Maher, Laura Kaplan, Tiffany Curtis and Tina Kalala who came to meet 
everyone. We ended with a brief roundtable meeting to share highlights of the day, 
important scheduling info, plans for the weekends and Holy Week, as well as details 
regarding a rally many of us will attend at the Honduran ministry on Thursday to 
protest the recent assassination of Honduran environmental activist Berta Cáceres. 

March 15 

Tuesday. From here to eternity… and everything in between. With eyes barely open, we 
were reformatting two flyers at 7:30 a.m. to publicize the Girls’ event and the rally on 
behalf of Berta Cáceres that will happen on Thursday. Our encounters with technology 
this week have been simultaneously humorous and frustrating. However, creativity has 
prevailed and …thank goodness we have Carol Barton as our go-to person at the 
Church Center. On a moment’s notice we were able to coordinate to print flyers and I 
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was on my way. In a big city, it continues to amaze me how small, familiar and present 
our Grail world can be. 

… Lucy, Carol and I attended the Empowerment Through Organizing: Worker Activism 
for Economic Justice. Kathy Feingold of the AFL-CIO was very energized in talking about 
women as workers and the need for links among movements to advance an inclusive 
economic agenda… I was especially moved by the presentation of Allison Julian, a 
professional Nanny and third-generation domestic worker, who is the founder of the 
National Domestic Workers Alliance…New York is the first state to establish standards 
and working conditions for domestic workers… She spoke compellingly about the 
dignity of her profession and the pride that domestic workers take in the care work that 
they do. “Transforming domestic work will transform how our society provides care to 
families, children, disabled and the elderly.” 

…(at the rally against the murder of Berta Caceres we heard) “Berta was killed by the 
government but also by 
the patriarchal system that 
she challenged. We will be 
united and will go on 
fighting.” It was one of 
those moments where 
solidarity and sisterhood is 
made visible. Berta 
Cáceres, Presenté! 

Meanwhile, back at the 
Bronx…it was relaxing to 
come together in a sharing 
circle, to review highlights 
of the day, ending with 
prayer and song. Weaving 
community…day by 
day…leading with love... a 
prayer for our time. Amen. 
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International Women’s Day Event 
Laura Hershberger 

On March 10, the Cincinnati Grail Peace 
and Justice Committee honored 
International Women's Day by hosting 
an event to benefit Casa de Paz.  Casa de 
Paz is a Cincinnati group that is working 
to form a domestic violence shelter for 
Latina women. Currently, there is no 
such shelter in the whole Greater 
Cincinnati area.  Maria, Alicia and Ashley 
from Casa de Paz attended to talk about 
the need for such a space and how 
community can be a tool for healing 
trauma.  Maria and Alicia talked a little 
about their stories as survivors of 
domestic violence.  Ashley talked about 
what the shelter could look like. 

More than 30 people turned up for the 
talk, including many local Grail 
members.  Mindy Burger organized an 
art auction, with pieces donated by local artists and we were able to donate over $250 
to Casa de Paz by the end of the evening.  The Cincinnati Grail Peace and Justice 
Committee hopes to continue to work with and support Casa de Paz in the future. 

 
 

Philadelphia Grail: Laudato Sí 
Theresa Czerwinski 

On Sunday, March 6 the Philadelphia Grail group gathered with a group of friends to 
learn more about and discuss the encyclical of Pope Francis entitled “Laudato Sí”. 

Sister Mary Mester, of the Sisters of Mercy Order,  graciously came to lead our group of  
nine. She spoke to us about the fact that we are all part of Creation and as such we must 
care for our home – the Earth. We were given the Earth to care for, not destroy. Pope 
Francis, as a world and religious leader, is trying to help us to see some of the many 
ways in which we can engage in saving our planet. He is stressing the fact that it is our 
responsibility to care for the Earth. Sister Mary showed us some clips of the DVD 

Maria Cabrera from Casa de Paz talks about the need for a shelter 
as Laura Hershberger looks on. 
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entitled “The Wisdom to Survive.”  This excellent DVD was most enlightening, especially 
since some in the group were  not very aware of  the ecological crisis we are 
experiencing. 

Sister Mary also informed us of how to get the whole encyclical to read for ourselves 
and told us it was a very understandable encyclical and pointed us to several other 
sources to increase our knowledge of the topic. This was the first time that several of 
the women were invited to our group and everyone enjoyed the meeting and the lively 
discussion. Hopefully, there will be interest in coming together again on another topic.  

 
 
 

 

Grail Birthdays 

April 

3 Una Mae Hargrave 

6 Alice Kelly 

7 Barbara Gibbons 

9 Theresa Dardar 

10 Stephana Tikalsky 

15 Ingrid Farnham 

17 Marian Lucas 

18 Donna Ambrogi 

18 Barbara Coleman 

18 Carole Spearin McCauley 

18 Marian Ronan 

22 Bonnie Hendricks 

23 Hermine Glaser

 

24 Frances Hebert 

25 Patricia Young 

May 

2 Gloria Boudreaux 

5 Alice Gallagher 

5 Cecilia Figueroa 

6 Vivian Corres 

6 Simonetta Romano 

7 Grace Heising 

8 Carol Leopold 

9 Marguerite Coyle 

9 Joy Garland 

9 Lillian Anglada Quintana 

12 Elena Ruiz 

17 Rosamond Shepherd 

17 Priscilla Mechana 

17 Margaret Goederer 

19 Frances Frazier 

20 Lillian Wall 

20 Karen O'Brien 

23 Magda Durante 

27 Nicole Westrick 

28 Ieva Zadina 

28 Monica Maher 

30 Diana Hayes 

30 Sharon Thomson 
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Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Mary Lou Armas 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Terri Carter 
Pamela Cobey 
Nancy Cooney 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Jeanne Daniher 
Theresa Dardar 
Maria de Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Kate Devlin 
Alice Drefchinski 

Gloria Duday 
Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Joy France 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Martha Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Beth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Laura Hershberger 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Maureen Laflin 
Peg Linnehan 

Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Anne Mercier 
Jacqueline Murray 
Emilia Normandin 
Karen O'Brien 
Nancy Richardson 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 
Carol Siemering 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Rose Taul 
Kate Twohy 
Francine Wickes 
Ieva Zadina 

Member Giving: January 1 to March 31, 2016 
 

 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 170 53 153 31% $18,370 
Emerita 64 11 25 17% $7,917.37 

Grand Totals 234 64 178 23% $26,287.37 
 

Cornwall  $3,471.85 
Grailville  $2,946.92 
National Operations $14,018.72 
Special Projects  $5,849.88 

 


