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Bernice Belair Sisson 
Emily Snyder 

 

“I guess you can say I was at the right place 

at the right time,” Bernice Belair Sisson 

said, recalling how she started her work as 

an advocate for battered women in the 

early 1970’s. No laws had been created yet 

to address the issues of domestic abuse and almost no one 

was talking about violence against women.  

In St. Paul, MN, where she was living, she was part of 

a loose collective of women who, with a grant from a local 

attorney, had started a hotline offering support, legal advice 

and information about women’s rights and divorce when it 

became clear they were facing a horrible reality. The women 

they were talking to were victims of domestic violence and 

needed a safe place to go. Two years later, in 1974, that crisis 

hotline evolved into the nation’s first women’s shelter, Women’s Advocates, Inc. 

Bernice, who came to Grailville in 1944, was one of the co-founders. She has been working 

with victims of domestic abuse ever since.  

She stayed with the shelter as a volunteer until the late 1980’s when she was asked to create 

a support program for women leaving the shelters, through the St. Paul Intervention Project and the 

Community Advocacy Programs. Always aware of the struggles a woman might be facing as a victim 

of domestic violence, she created programs for daytime 

and nighttime, making them accessible for young women 

and mothers to attend when they could. 

In the late 1990’s, Bernice observed a different and 

growing trend: elderly women were attending support 

group meetings.  These were not young women with 

young children; these were women married for 40 years, 

with grandchildren.  She realized that there was an age 

group affected by domestic abuse that no one had ever 

thought about before.  

But reaching this age group would be different. 

There needed to be something to draw these women 

together, that didn't scream "attend a support group for 

battered women!"  

Bernice Belair Sisson with her granddaughter, 

Kimmy. 



 GUMBO 8-2011 

The Grail Page 2 of 13 August 2011 

The guilt and shame is 

multiplied significantly when 

women have experienced 

domestic abuse for 30 years or 

more.  It is just one of those 

topics women didn’t discuss. 

Especially those married in the 

1950's or 1960's. 

A quilters group was 

created. It was a lot easier for 

women to converge over making 

a quilt instead of discussing their 

abuse.  Bernice said not all the 

meetings centered around 

discussion of domestic abuse and 

violence; they included positive 

things like creating a quilt.  In 

addition, she said, creating 

something of beauty creates 

beauty in your personal life.  This 

was a project that created 

positive self-images and 

confidence among the group and 

many women came to work on 

that quilt for years. 

Bernice also created two 

support groups that met twice a 

month on alternating weeks in 

different areas of St. Paul. She 

made a point to schedule these 

meetings in the afternoon, since 

“older women usually do not like 

to drive at night.” If they took the bus to their sessions, they were reimbursed for the bus fare. It was 

important that there be nothing to keep them from coming.  

 “The Grail has been an inspiration and the base for my whole outlook on life,” Bernice said. 

“It gave me my start in the life-long work for women and girls.”  

Bernice left Grailville in 1946, and went on to the headquarters of the National Catholic Rural 

Life Conference in Des Moines, IA with Mary Jane Brady. At the NCRLC, she and Mary Jane planned 

and organized two national conferences and published the periodical, Land and Home. In 1948, 

Bernice came back to Grailville to marry her beloved husband, John. She now lives with her youngest 

son and his family in the St. Paul home she shared with her husband until his death in 2005.  

Bernice’s work with battered women grew into a movement that eventually gave a name to a 

silent epidemic, created much-needed legislation and empowered not only the champions of the 

abused but empowered the victims, giving them a voice.  
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Mary Louise Birmingham at Grailville, 1967. 

Photo by Ginger Legato 

In Loving Memory:  

Mary Louise Barrett Birmingham 1921-2011 

From Marian Ronan 
 

I met Mary Louise when I was a college student, at one of a series 

of programs her husband Bill led at Grailville in the late 1960s; I 

remember especially their five bright beautiful kids dashing 

around the property. Then, in the 1970s, Mary Louise worked 

with Eleanor Walker, Francine Wickes, and me on the Religious 

Search Task Force, expanding the religious/spiritual self-

understanding of the Grail.  

 

Mary Louise and Bill were part of a group of New York Catholic 

intellectuals who wrote and published the journal Cross Currents 

and were connected in various ways with Emmaus House in 

Harlem and the Catholic Worker.  They also knew many of the 

Catholic “stars” of mid-twentieth century.  But Mary Louise, 

blessed with a critical intelligence, did not idealize them as 

people did (and do). She fairly sizzled while telling me once that 

Dorothy Day had written all over and then rejected a manuscript that Mary Louise had submitted for 

publication in The Catholic Worker. This meant, of course, that she had to retype the entire thing 

before submitting it elsewhere.  

 

I am sure I was drawn to Mary Louise (and Bill as well) because of their fine minds; I loved talking with 

them. Mary Louise graduated from the elite Manhattan women’s college, Barnard, in the 1940s; 

worked for UNICEF in Paris after World War II; and was for a number of years an editor at Praeger, 

the New York publishing house. In the 1960s, she and Bill also edited the distinguished Mentor-

Omega Books series, making available in paperback some of the great texts of the Catholic tradition.  

 

Yet when I think about my friendship with Mary Louise over forty years, what strikes me most is her 

extraordinary care for me. She acknowledged the strongly caring side of herself by earning an RN in 

her fifties and working as a hospice nurse for the last twenty years of her career.  For me (and a 

number of other Grail people), this meant having a friend who was seriously smart, funny, and could 

give us health advice when we asked for it. I, for example, once telephoned Mary Louise because a 

large black “spider” (a retinal tear) had appeared inside my eye. “Go directly to the emergency 

room,” she instructed me. And two months before her death, after I had broke both wrists, she came 

out to Brooklyn on the subway to bring me stewed prunes, applesauce, and info about a good home 

health aide service. We talked and talked. 

 

I miss Mary Louise terribly.  But sometimes, when the sadness recedes, I have the feeling that her 

attention and care for me are now everywhere—in the air perhaps—instead of across the river in 

Stuyvesant Town. Very much love and thanks to you, my dear friend. 
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From Joy Garland 
 I first met Mary Louise at Grailville when she was conducting a 

program called “The Good Red Road” about Native Americans and 

their spirituality.  She spoke of Native people's deep connection to 

Mother Earth and all their relatives including all creatures. She made a 

connection with me at that time with the love of St. Francis for all 

God's creation - Mother Earth, Brother Sun, Sister Water and all 

creatures, great and small.  

  

Mary Louise and her husband, Bill Birmingham, were neighbors with us 

in Stuyvesant Town.  Once a month, they welcomed into their home 

Dorothy Rasenberger, Mary Kay Louchart, Sharon Joslyn and myself  

for prayer and meditation.  Both Mary Louise and Bill were editors of 

the Catholic magazine Cross Currents.  Mary Louise would always 

choose a special reading for us to meditate on at these gatherings. It 

might be a psalm, or a poem, or something from another faith's scripture that spoke to a universal 

yearning for peace with justice.  We looked forward to enjoying our discussion after, with tea or wine 

and a piece of apple pie from Trader Joe's, courtesy of Bill. 

  

At a certain point later in life, Mary Louise became a hospice nurse, a job she loved.  She and Bill had 

five children, three daughters and two sons, plus grandchildren.  After her death, a memorial service 

was arranged with all the family present on June 30.  The family spoke of her unconditional love for 

them and how Mary Louise was her own woman and never felt obliged to follow the current fashions 

or lifestyles of others.  

  

In June, shortly before her 90th birthday, when she was told by her doctor that she had acute 

leukemia and would have a very short time to live, Mary Louise said she had  enjoyed a long and 

happy life and accepted that it was her time to prepare for her passing.  With her family all around 

her, she passed peacefully from this life to the next on June 24.     

 

From Cay Charles 

Like a lot of people, I first met Mary Louise and Bill at one of the programs Bill led at 

Grailville in the 1960s. But Mary Louise and I really became friends back in New York, especially 

after she and Bill moved from Hackensack to Stuyvesant Town, on the Lower East Side of the city. 

I went to visit Mary Louise often when I was living at 294 Clinton Avenue, the Grail house 

in Brooklyn, and even after I moved up to Cornwall. I would drive down and have lunch with her 

and Bill, and then Mary Louise and I would talk. 

What I valued most about Mary Louise was that I could always talk things over with her. 

She was very helpful in thinking things through. We talked especially about the Grail and 

“religious search”—incorporating different kinds of people and different beliefs into the Grail. 

Her perspective was always one that I sought out. 
The death of Mary Louise Birmingham is a real loss. She was wise person. 
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From Hermine Glaser  

I will never forget her visit 

at the (early) Cornwall Grail 

Center, when Jane O' Donnell and I 

were working there. I was very 

impressed by her powerful healing 

presence. She once gave me a 

head/face massage which my bones 

still remember today.  

I also enjoyed two of her 

children, who came to do volunteer 

work at Cornwall. 

Mary Louise in her own words: 
 

From a September 1972 letter to Eleanor Walker, following a discussion of lesbianism at Cornwall 

The resonances of the lesbian issue have been evoking memories of an experience of my 

own – the hidden birth control battles of 1950s…Its beleaguered partisans were Catholic 

women of many temperaments and life-styles…Together, and as individuals, we were 

called perverse; psychopathic; tasteless; inhuman; unchristian; unwomanly…(Bill and I) 

wanted a big family and each of our children was 

gladly welcomed. But we wanted to space them 

wisely, to keep their number with the limits of our 

capacity for parenthood…we made those choices 

and challenged the zeitgeist – and every cleric we 

know responded to this sexual ‘crime’ with a 

hostility that seems incredible from the retrospect 

of 1972. Obviously, I’m suggesting analogies 

between the religious search of lesbians among us 

and the road I traveled once with another group of 

suspect women. I think that the expression of one’s 

erotic nature is a  fundamental human need. We all 

need to know and choose what turns us on, and to have that knowing choice respected by 

our community…I have always heartily affirmed, and do now affirm, the sexual style of 

anyone who tells me that this is her way….I value the roles of loving virgins, of loving 

wives, of loving lesbians, of loving women outside these categories…what turns any of 

you on enriches me…I need the contribution of each. 

From Bill Birmingham 
 

Mary Louise had two central religious – even theological – convictions. Look 

for a story and read it. Believe what you read but don't insist on it. 

Take the Book of Psalms. It tells many stories. One of them is this: among the 

psalms that praise humans and creation we find psalms that ridicule the very same 

things. What does this fact tell us about the psalmists? What do their stories mean? 

Much the same happens when a teacher tries to paraphrase the story of 

Christmas. Some kids snivel and mock the others. But Jesus comes along and – bang 

– the sniveling stops, the mockery ceases: underneath, they've been Christians all 

the time. There's no need for them to convert. 

ML would have none of it. The two-headed psalms are describing a two-

headed humankind, she would say. And she'd be right. The children need, just as 

much as their elders, to convert. And she'd be right. But suppose you disagree with 

her? She merrily listened as you told her she was wrong. She told you that you have 

every right to disagree. And then she went on to discuss other ways in which her 

original insight might well reveal the truth. 
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Gathering, Yoga and Grail 
 

Grail members and friends from the 

Southwest (Colorado and New Mexico) 

will be gathering this fall with those from 

Washington state and Idaho at Beth 

Wasmer’s Spirit Mountain Ranch. 

 

“Some time ago, Cherie Holman and I and 

others thought that a regional gathering 

would be a fun thing to do,” Beth said. 

“So we are offering a yoga and ‘creative 

selves’ gathering of ourselves at my ranch 

which also is a Bed and Breakfast.” 

 

Beth and her partner, Sandy Wilson, will 

be welcoming Grail members and friends September 11-14, for some creativity and relaxation.  

 

Willingness to do yoga – not ability – is a part of the focus, Beth said, and “the other part is our belief 

that we are all creative, so bring something you've done to share. No business meeting, no voting, 

just being together in space and time. We have guitars, banjo, violin, drums, tambourine, bodhrun 

and clapping hands so music can be ours too.” 

 

Sound like fun? If you’re part of the region, call Cherie, (425) 941-4350 or Beth, (970) 887-2243.  

 

For the rest of us, check out the view at www.spiritmtnranch.com. We’ll all be longing to book a 

retreat there soon, too! 
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Register for the GA online at http://grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/2011-

General-Assembly-Registration-Form.pdf 

GA Planners Looking for Panelists and Artifacts 
Judith Blackburn 

The main focus of this fall’s General Assembly (November 3-6) is to get the Grail moving in concrete, 

visible ways.  Mary Gene Devlin got us started with this challenge.  She asked, “What do you answer 

when someone asks you, what does the Grail actually DO?”  We want to be able to answer that 

question without hesitation:  “For the next period of time, the Grail in the U.S. is involved in X.”  

Ultimately we see that manifesting concrete, visible action in the world is how we not only energize 

ourselves, but also how we find and attract new members to the Grail.  

Our theme is “The Worlds in Which We Live.”  We are focusing each full day of the GA on one of the 

three interlocking “worlds” that the Grail cares about: Our Environmental World, Our Social World*, 

and Our Spiritual World.  After a plenary session in which the challenges of that day’s world are laid 

out (in a way that inspires as well as challenges), we will be following up with a session that features 

U.S. Grail members who are already involved in action in that “world.”  These women may need help 

with what they are doing, or they may hope that others will adapt what they are doing to another 

location or situation.  At any rate, they are the women who can help us answer the question about 

what the U.S. Grail is actually doing. 

After hearing panelists describe their work, we will meet in small groups by interest or by region to 

apply or adapt what we have heard and to begin the process of reaching consensus on which of the 

many possible actions the Grail might focus on in the immediate future.  On the third full day of the 

GA we will make that determination and then participate in a celebratory worship service to bless this 

work and our involvement in it. 

Other aspects of the GA will include a new-member welcoming ceremony, spiritual practices, hearing 

about the International General Assembly to be held in South Africa in September, a worship service, 

and, of course, many chances to socialize.  Our Sunday brunch will celebrate the Grail’s 90 years of 

work in the world. 

As mentioned above, each day’s world will include opening plenaries followed by panelists who are 

working in that world.  Are you involved in a visible Grail action in the U.S. that addresses one of the 

important issues of our day?  Whether it be as an individual or as a member of a Grail group, we’d 

like to hear about what you’re doing. Together we can decide whether that is something others might 

want to join in on and that might become one our main focuses in the near future.  Please email or 

call Judith Blackburn, blackburn.judith@gmail.com or Carol Siemering, carol_siemering@yahoo.com,  

to tell us what you’re involved in or to suggest somebody else that we might encourage to become a 

panelist. 

Those on the GA Planning committee besides myself are Kate Devlin, Mary Gene Devlin, Una 

Hargrave, Shirley Piazza, Carol Siemering, and Noreen Willhelm, ex officio.  I, Judith, am the chair and 

the main contact person if you have questions or suggestions.  We look forward to hearing from you, 

viewing your part of the display, and seeing you at the GA. 

*The Social World implies “working toward social justice.” 
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The Michigan Grail on Pentecost 
Shirley Beaupre 

 

Grail member Diana Hayes was coming to Detroit as a speaker at the American Catholic 

Council in downtown Detroit, and the Michigan Grail invited her to our monthly gathering at Shirley 

Beaupre’s home.  We assured her that Judy Markle would provide her transportation to the 

gathering and to the airport.  Noreen Willhelm was also visiting, and it gave her a chance to meet the 

Michigan Grail.   

There were about 2000 “Liberal Catholics” from 44 states and 13 countries at the American 

Catholic Council (ACC), representing those of us upset about the rightward turn of the church.  John 

Allen, of the National Catholic Register, calls it “creeping infallibility.”  The conference celebrated the 

35th Anniversary of the first Call to Action conference sponsored by the U.S. Catholic Bishops, which 

had been presided over and hosted by John Cardinal Dearden.  Those bishops wanted the input of the 

laity and their initiatives for their dioceses. They intended to implement Vatican II decisions for the 

Nucleus Gathering Just Before the GA 

On Wednesday, November 2, from 9 AM till 12:30 PM, all Grail members are invited to a gathering 

of Nucleus members to look at where can we go now in relation to questions raised at last year’s 

Nucleus meeting, which was open to all Grail members, and the follow-up discussions which were 

held in local Grail groups and regions in the past year. 

1. How can we promote the membership of women of a variety of life choices and 

religious traditions in a committed core of the Grail with passion and intensity for the 

vision of the Grail to be realized? 

2. What might be lost (intensity, passion, availability) if long-term commitment in the 

Grail were no longer understood in terms of celibacy and other characteristics of the 

Nucleus dedication? 

3. What is the function of the Nucleus in relation to the whole Grail: What is it serving 

now?  What function should it be serving now?  What function should it be serving in 

the future? 

We will also have an opportunity to hear about: 

• The work done at the meeting of Grail women who are responsible for formation in their 

countries held in Italy in September 2010.  The US was well-represented: Mary Kay 

Delgado and Judy Alves attended from the Membership Team of the Grail in the US; Mary 

Kay Louchart was present as a member of the International Formation Team; and Joyce 

Minkler acted as note-taker.  

• The reflections of the Think Tank that met at Cornwall in June 2011 to consider whether 

there is a need within the US Grail to create a formation and member enrichment center 

and if Cornwall is the place for it. 

• The international plans for the nucleus, discussed in September 2011 at the IGA in South 

Africa. 
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“Church in the Modern World” on ecology, peace, racism, minorities, family life, human life and a 

wide range of pastoral social justice initiatives. 

Those gathered on this weekend of Pentecost are followers of the directions by the bishops of 

the world at Vatican II.  But the archbishop of Detroit, Allen Vigneron warned that priests and 

deacons would be defrocked for attending the Sunday Mass at the ACC.  (All attendees received a red 

stole and adopted their Bill of Rights as baptized and confirmed Catholics). 

The gathering of the Michigan Grail following the conference was an expanding experience 

because Diana stretched the horizons of those of us who were not able to hear her presentation to 

the Council.  Our long-time friend Katie Daily has all but one of Diana’s books and is the most familiar 

with her work and the presentation she gave on the Black Catholic Spiritual Experience, which goes 

back to the Ethiopian Eunuch and the Apostle Philip in the Acts of the Apostles.  Black Catholics are 

articulating a Black Catholic Theology of liberation and spirituality that evolves from their experience 

of non-violent resistance.  What can the whole church learn from this? 

Having Noreen Willhelm with us brought another expanding experience.  Our limited view of 

our own misunderstandings of some National actions were clarified for Ann Steffy and Shirley 

Beaupre; it was extremely helpful.   

The Michigan Grail was happy to help celebrate this significant event with a pot luck, and now 

has copies of all the major presenters.  Thanks to Katie Daily, we can keep the vision of Vatican II alive 

with their inspired presentations 

 

Gathered in Michigan, around Shirley Beaupre’s kitchen table, left to right: June Sheatzley, Shirley Beaupre, Diana 

Hayes, Noreen Willhelm, Mary Therese Coyle, Judy Markle, Ann Steffy 
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Readers’ CornerReaders’ CornerReaders’ CornerReaders’ Corner 

 

Don’t forget to share what you are reading. Send an email to 
noreen@grail-us.org or give us a call at (513) 683-5750. 

Book Review 

 

Judgment Day: The Struggle for Life on Earth 
By Paul Collins.  
Orbis Books, 2011. Paperback. 
291pp. $22.00. 
 
by Marian Ronan. 

With Judgment Day, Paul Collins, an Australian Catholic religion writer and historian, nudges 
Christian environmentalism in the tougher, no-holds-barred direction favored by some secular 
environmentalists. The book’s title signals such a shift.  And Collins’s eight galvanizing 
chapters—the first one entitled “Cursed”—lay out the specifics of the judgment human beings 
are bringing on themselves. “It is no use kidding ourselves, “ he tells us, “…that (we) will 
somehow find a technological fix for the damage we have wrought …we are presiding over an 
unnatural apocalyptic extinction that results directly from our activities and decisions.”   

While indicting modern consumerism and narcissism in general, Collins is particularly critical of 
the ecologically oblivious anthropocentrism of many of the world’s religions, and the failure of 
religious leaders to intervene forcefully in the crisis. The Catholic unwillingness, especially under 
Pope John Paul II, to confront the pivotal problem of overpopulation comes in for denunciation.  

Similarly, Collins maintains that “Little or nothing of significance has been 
heard from the US (Catholic) bishops on environmentalism.” 

One of the strengths of Collins’s book is its comprehensiveness.  Early 
chapters on global warming and population lay out the parameters of the 
crisis. His chapter on the environmental dimensions of the Hebrew and 
Christian scriptures would make an excellent resource for a congregational 
study group. A chapter on Catholic and Protestant “geologians,” from 
Francis of Assisi through Teilhard and Thomas Berry, is likewise useful. 
And the conclusion, in which Collins turns to deep, “trans-religious” 
ecumenism and a new “poeticizing” imagination as a way beyond the 
environmental crisis, is provocative and inspiring. 

And yet I have some concerns about this book.  Collins shares one of my deepest fears about the 
crisis bearing down on us, that participative democracies are ill-suited to deal with its extremely 
tight time frame.  Yet Collins’s book in some respects displays the very tendencies toward crisis-
induced, hierarchical domination that he also worries about.  His use of the phrase 
“environmental thugs” to characterize Christians and others who are destroying the environment 
may be justified, but also conjures up the very people I fear will be enforcing environmentalism 
before long. His tendency throughout the book to write in the first person plural reminds me of a 
classmate at the black seminary I attended who confronted a lecturer with the question, “Who 
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The Mentor Kit 
Judy Alves 

Building The Grail membership strengthens our mission and sharpens our vision.  Our movement to 

transform the world by what we do attracts and intrigues many women we encounter. Some are silently 

curious, others pose questions, and a special few have the heart, mind and soul that resonate deeply 

with The Grail sisterhood.  We see these women peeking over the fence at Grail events, tapping their feet 

to our tunes, longing for sisterhood as they pour out their energies in organizations akin to our mission. 

Yet, we hesitate in taking on the task of inviting worthy women to come into our lives, in challenging 

ourselves to renew our commitment by preparing others for their commitment to The Grail. 

There is a reason why we falter. Few of us feel completely comfortable explaining what The Grail 

is in all its manifestations. We all struggle with the question about what the Grail does, because it is an 

amorphous movement, not susceptible to neat categorical definitions. Many of us recall we joined 

because it was the time in our lives when we were alive to a spiritual search and called to do something 

to forward social justice, peace, our creative spirit, and an ecological sustainable earth. We sensed The 

Grail flowed in the right direction; it was not a destination on a sanctimonious shore.  Translating a 

movement in stagnate terms is difficult.  

The membership team has developed a ‘Mentor Kit’ to provide a comfort level for all of us to 

speak to interested women about membership, to reduce the fear of flying without navigational tools. 

The Kit contains more information than our pamphlets, but less than a tome of all our history. It guides a 

process without chronological steps, more like a winding ramp to a lookout point.  

The kit has been distributed to mentors across the country and the materials are available online 

at http://grail-us.org/what-we-are/exploring-membership/ Members of the membership team will be 

contacting mentors to talk about how the Kit can be of help in the mentoring process. 

We hope all of you embrace the Mentor Kit with your own mark of inspiration and use it to re-

inspire yourselves to renew the ranks of ‘Inspired Lives.’ 

‘we,” white girl?” And is there really not even one female geologian or environmentalist whose 
work Collins could have drawn upon? Or can we no longer afford such trivial matters in this age 
of environmental crisis?  

My greatest concern about Judgment Day, however, is that Collins’s chapter on “geologians” 
culminates in the environmental thinking of the German philosopher Martin Heidegger, and 
Collins returns to Heidegger in his concluding argument. Now Heidegger was one of the great 
philosophers of the twentieth century, and he influenced a large number of other leading 
thinkers. But he was also a Nazi, and a significant number of scholars argue that his Nazism and 
his philosophy are, in fact, linked.  

In particular, Collins’s use of Heidegger’s condemnation of technology is troubling, because it is 
reminiscent, in some respects, of the Nazi ideological invocation of the romantic naturalness of 
the German people, the Aryan volk. Perhaps Collins’s reading of Heidegger manages to avoid 
Heidegger’s Nazism, but the fact that Collins doesn’t so much as refer to it is troubling in itself.  If 
we are left with a choice between environmental destruction and even moderate forms of 
fascism, we are truly between a rock and a hard place. As Collins concludes his book, “Despite 
the overwhelming odds we face, we have to hang on to hope.” 

New York Grail member Marian Ronan blogs at http://marianronan.wordpress.com/ 
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Grail Birthdays – June-August 
We are continuously looking for ways to recognize Grail members, their lives and work. You’ve seen 

the occasional “Living Grail” feature in Gumbo. Now we’re trying to keep a running list of Grail 

birthdays. If we’ve missed you, we apologize, but it’s a work in progress and we’ll try to get them into 

Gumbo monthly. (Do make sure you fill in your birthday on your census form!) In the meantime, 

make a call, drop a note or send an email to a few of your sisters on their special days. 

June 

1:   Marian Schwab 

3:   Eileen Schaeffler 

5:   Brigitte Cicero 

8:   Carol McDonnell 

12: Judith Blackburn 

20: Shirley Beaupre 

21: Carol Barton 

       Pat Bradley    

24: Theresa Czerwinski 

29: Marie Russell 

 

July 

1:   Marian April McConneghy Goering 

      Elaine Huber 

      Reina Estrada Morillo 

4:   Renee Keels 

7:   Helen Adler 

       Ivette Diaz 

      Cherie Holman 

7:   Eva Fleischner 

11: Lynn Robbins 

12: Francine Wickes 

      Audrey Sorrento 

15: Constance Barrow 

16: Susan Becker 

      Gwendolyn Hawk 

July (continued) 

21: Beth Rosen 

20: Carol Skyrm 

22: Jan Weinkam 

 

August 

2:   Kathleen Fisher 

3:   Lydia Nieves 

7:   Bobby Trombly 

10: Audrey Schomer 

12: Joann Lamb 

13: Mary Lou Ziga 

14: Elizabeth McGivney 

15: Mary Gene Devlin 

       Alice Dougan  

       Marie Sutter-Sinden 

16: Angelica Contreras 

       Shirley Piazza 

18: Katie Sellers 

20: Doris Falgner 

       Mary Lou Lageman 

23: Mary Lou Armas 

25: Rose Morin 

26: Trina Paulus 

27: Kate Devlin 

31: Barbara Troxell 
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Lucy Jones 

Sharon Joslyn 

Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Renee Keels 

Alice Kelly 

Linda Kolts 

Maureen Laflin 

Mary Lu Lageman 

Joann Lamb 

Carol Hussong Leopold 

Lyllis Ling 

Angie Loecke 

Peggy Logue 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Monica Maher 

Gail Malley 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Carole Spearin McCauley 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Elizabeth McGivney 

Frances McLaughlin 

Anne Mercier 

Lydia Nieves 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Laura Pagoada-Mellado 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Lynn Robbins 

Elizabeth Robinson 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

GRAIL MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 THROUGH JULY 31, 2011 

Total Member-Giving To The Grail:      $84,726 

All member categories: 132 (52%) 

Active: 92 (55%) 

Wider members: 15 (60%) 

Emerita: 24 (38%) 

National Fund: $45,393 

Grailville: $16,408 

Cornwall: $9,194 

Special Projects: $13,731 

Thank you to all of the Grail Members who have made a contribution this year, to National operations, 

Grailville or Cornwall or to a Special Project. If you have given and don’t see your name reflected here, please 

call the National office, (513) 683-5750. We’re working hard to make sure all of our information is correct 

and appreciate your help and your understanding. 

Members who have made their 2011 contribution between January 1-July 31, 2011
 

Helen Adler 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Constance Barrow 

Carol Barton 

Shirley Beaupre 

Marcia Bedard 

Jane Bergquist 

Mary Louise Birmingham 

Heather Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Pat Bell Bradley 

Rose Mae Broussard 

Wendy Budzynski 

Margarita Cabrera 

Penny Carr 

Jacqueline Carroll 

Teresa Carter 

Mary Ellen Clifford 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Rosa De Jesus Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Bethann Witcher Cottrell 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Ivette Diaz 

Patricia Dillon 

Mary Divito 

Patricia Dolan 

Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Dougan 

Monica Erler 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Kathleen Fisher 

Eva Fleischner 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Mary Gindhart 

Margaret Goederer 

Marian April Goering 

Elise Gorges 

Carolyn Gratton 

Lea Grundy 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Gwendolyn Hawk 

Jeanne Heiberg 

Ann Heidkamp 

Martha Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Rebecca Kremer Hill 

Cherie Holman 

Elaine Huber 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

Rosa Ruiz 

Marie Russell 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Marian Schwab 

Dode Shepherd 

Carol Shields Siemering 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Audrey Sorrento 

Patricia St. Onge 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Emily Thomas 

Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 

Nancy Traer 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Ruth Vargas 

Carol Webb 

Duanne Welsch 

Francine Wickes 

Jean Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Patricia Young 

 


