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Gumbo 
~~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

August 2012 

Four Candidates Contend For Two 

Seats on Grail Council 
Each year, two seats are up for election to the national Council of the Grail in the United 
States. The balloting this year will be conducted by email, although those without internet 
access will receive a ballot by regular mail. All Grail members are eligible to vote this year. If 
you have not received a ballot by email or in hard copy by August 17, please call the national 
office, (513) 683-5750. Ballots must be returned to the national office by September 4, 2012. 
 

Terri Carter, Loveland, Ohio 
While walking the woods years ago, the grounds of Grailville 
seemed to greet me with, “Where have you been?  We’ve been 
waiting for you!”  These lovely acres seemed to have sacredness 
about them, an almost magnetic draw to me.  It was years later 
that I learned of the amazing woman’s movement behind 
Grailville’s natural and spiritual beauty: The Grail.   
 
In 2008, Jean Wilson began guiding me through the exploring 
member process; what a joy!  At first I remember thinking that 
this was too good to be true; I was wrong.  The more I learned, 
the more I loved.  In 2009, I was thrilled to make my 
commitment to the Grail, our vision and our mission.  It felt like 
coming home. 
 
Since making my commitment I have jumped in to help promote 
the Grail in many ways.  I have attended all national meetings 

and gatherings and I am a regular financial contributor.  I am working locally on the 
“Experiencing the Grail” team which hosts a program giving women an introduction to who 
we are and what we do (a very successful program)!  I also serve on the National 
Membership Development and Enrichment team and serve as a mentor to exploring 
members.   
 
As you can see, membership development is very important me. I want us to share the Grail 
experience and membership opportunity with those seeking a community such as ours.  
Let’s give more women the chance to have that feeling of coming home.  However, I firmly 
believe that developing membership is just the beginning!  We have a growing number of 
new members, each bringing their own energy, interests and passions – we must find ways 
to help our members thrive and contribute to the Grail mission.  Being part of the Grail 
means just that – taking part in the Grail. 
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Being a member of our movement has been exhilarating and humbling.  Our history is rich 
and our membership boasts a wealth of intelligent, driven women.  The challenge I see as 
we go into our future is to honor our history and to preserve the wisdom of those who have 
come before us, while enthusiastically marching forward with newfound energy and 
commitment to do the work of the Grail. 
 
It would be my honor and pleasure to help guide us through these next few years.  

 
 

Pam Cobey, Jamaica Plain, MA 
Hello.  I was surprised when I was told that my name 
was surfaced for the council—as you might be also, 
considering that my involvement with the Grail began in 
2009.  However, I am delighted to be of service, and 
there isn’t a better time to serve than the present.   
 
What I have to offer to the Grail is commitment to the 
mission and vision of the Grail, a desire to see the Grail 
flourish, relevant education and training in ecofeminist 
theology and art, relevant experience as a health care 
professional, an understanding of spiritual community, 
an understanding about healthy communication and 
committee work, and an understanding about issues 
related to aging, loss, transition, and end of life.    
 
I am an active member of the Boston Grail and am on the 

Membership and Development team.  I’ve participated in Grail programs in Cornwall and in 
Grailville.  A few years ago, I co-led a workshop on mindfulness for the National Grail 
gathering and I also co-led a Metanoia weekend on suffering at Cornwall.  I wrote an article 
for Gumbo a few months ago on a model of membership (the article was titled “What I Love 
About Karl Rahner.”)   
 
If you are wondering how I would describe myself, I might say that I am contemplative by 
nature, but also a doer.  I enjoy cooking and gardening.  I value hospitality.   
 
Thank you for the possibility of using the gifts I have been given in the service of the Grail. 
 
Education: MS nursing Boston College; MDiv Weston Jesuit School of Theology; BFA visual 
arts Marygrove College; BA sociology, minor in Latin American Studies, City University of 
New York; RN (3 year diploma) St. Elizabeth Hospital, Youngstown, OH; Psychiatry 
Internship: Cambridge Health Alliance, Psychiatry Fellowship: Harvard Vanguard Medical 
Associates.  
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Judith DeFour-Howard, Bronx, NY 
For the last ten years,  I have been a member 
of the Grail within the Bronx community and 
have had loose affiliation with the Politics 
and Spirituality Grail Group. At the Bronx 
Grail, working with the girls group for two 
years, we have helped in nurturing them in 
spirituality and art. In 2008, after my 
daughter participated in the UN events, 
along with another Grail member, we offered 
my daughter’s high school some of our 
expertise as Grail members and from there 
extended the Grail’s ideals and concepts to a 
young, fresh, eager and developing audience.  
 
As many Grail members have, in my many 
years with the organization, I have attended 

monthly meetings and at times facilitated them. Within recent times, my relationship with 
the broader Grail community has involved attending retreats at Cornwall, attending 
meetings of Politics and Spirituality, engaging in the eco-ville discourse, Txintxa papers, 
and attended caucuses during the UN Commission for the Status of Woman multiple times. 
“Accomplished, versatile, dedicated and goal-driven educational professional with over 20 
years of diversified experience teaching , training, researching and creating curriculum 
documents in the fields of Sociology, Psychology, Counseling and Mathematics.” Qualified in 
the area of teacher education, I have taught across disciplines and at both tertiary 
(University of the West Indies, Valsayn Teachers College, Caribbean Union College and the 
Seminary of the Uganda Martyrs) and secondary levels (Curepe Junior Secondary and 
Crotona Park West Middle School). 
 
My involvement with the Grail began in 2002, with the extended invitation of Mary Kay 
Louchart, to become part of the Bronx Grail, and the Grail community as a whole. It was 
with great fascination that I recall, in my search for academic financial assistance, I came 
across the name of an organization under the heading of American Catholic education 
institutions called The Grail. At that time, I could not understand what was the nature of 
this institution.  As life would have it, in the latter years of my life, coming to America, I was 
able to become part of the Grail, thus encountering the opportunity to clarify the mystery of 
the Grail.   
 
The Grail fascinated me as an all-women organization, whose members, honestly and 
wholly devoted their time and passions towards making this world a better place for self 
and others. In my former years, before having migrated to the U.S and more specifically ,the 
Bronx New York, while living in Trinidad, my own passions were devoted to a service 
organization by the name of the Lion’s International Club, and so, while being altruistic has 
been one on of my traits, belonging to an all-women group attracted me.  Another beauty of 
the Grail, is the fact that doing all that is right, honest, holy and just falls straight into the 
realms of one’s everyday life. And as women, it is just part and parcel of our nature. 
I will like nothing better to introduce the ideals of the Grail to my home country of Trinidad 
and Tobago.  Thus it is my goal to sustain the ideas and principles of the Grail for the next 
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generation and beyond. To do so, I will like to encourage some of those sustaining practices 
the Grail had before my time and in addition wider its global horizon for its future. 
 
Among my accomplishments is an authored text entitled, “The Introduction to Research 
Methods,” which served as a basis for an Adult Distance Education Course. I have been a 
member of the Lions International Club for over fifteen years, an adjudicator in my national 
culture (Mass, Steel Band Music and Calypso) for 25 years, of which ten of the later years 
have been with the West Indian American Carnival Day Association in New York City. 
 
As an educator, I have been an education activist with a New York group called Coalition for 
Education Justice since 2002. Finally, as a member of the St. Luke’s Catholic Church, Bronx, 
NY and former/occasional member of Santa Rosa, Arima, Trinidad and Tobago, I  have 
served as a lector, choir member and Eucharistic minister. 
 
Being a Grail member embodies being productive, feminine, humane and Godlike.  

 
 

Kate Devlin, Deerfield, MA 
I am Kate Devlin and I officially joined the Grail in 2006, but I grew up as a Grail daughter 
and since the early 1980s have been involved with Grail work. While a youngster, I was 

fortunate enough to spend many weekends at Cornwall 
and as a teenager visited the Tiltenberg and attended a 
Grail north-south exchange in Mexico.  Ever since I 
finished graduate school, I have been more actively 
involved with large Grail gatherings including: being a 
backstage helper at the 2005 G.A.  and the 2006 IGA; 
being the Administrative Coordinator for the 2007 
National Meeting on Spiritual Diversity; organizing 
spirituality groups and open spaces at the 2008 GA; being 
on the planning team and a plenary speaker at the 2011 
GA. For a few years, I was the convener for the 
Spirituality Group, helping to facilitate discussions of the 
first two rounds of the Txintxa papers, and I have been 
involved with Metanoia programs at Cornwall since 
2008.  In 2010, I was elected to Council and have served 
as National Treasurer each year since then.   
 

The focus of my work on the council has been studying and overseeing the finances of the 
Grail in the U.S., chairing the Finance Team, and working with National Director, book-
keepers from the centers and national office.  We work to balance the need to safeguard the 
Grail’s investments and the need to fund major maintenance projects at the centers.  In the 
last three years, we have overhauled the accounting systems and consolidated the systems 
used by the centers and the national office into a unified chart of accounts.  Each month we 
meet in a conference call to review the monthly balance statements and profits & losses for 
the centers and the national office.  The Finance Team also reviews the annual budget and 
makes recommendations to the council.  I have been responsible for communicating 
observations, concerns and questions that the team makes to the council. 
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I have a PhD in Biology and have worked with students from pre-school through college.  I 
currently teach ecology at Greenfield Community College in western Massachusetts and 
work with several student development grants aimed at students transitioning to college.  
My family is very important to me. I love Celtic music, playing the fiddle, and learning Irish 
step dancing. Quilting, gardening, and cooking are part of my life.  
 
I have always been attracted to the international aspect of the Grail and am currently 
looking forward to taking part in the 30/55 meeting in Golegã, Portugal. If elected, I will 
continue to reach out to increase the involvement and number of younger Grail women.  I 
will bring to the Council my ability to critically examine issues from many sides, give 
attention to detail, and use organization, facilitation, computer and managerial skills.  I will 
bring my respect for the past and look toward the future.  

 

The Grail in Lafayette, Louisiana 
Angele Smith 

The Grail in Southwest Louisiana gathered at Una Hargrave’s house for brunch and a 
discussion on Social Justice and the issues of Women Religious and the US Bishops.  It was a 
lively discussion, with Dr. Diana Hayes visiting us for the weekend.  Diana was in 
Louisiana teaching a summer course at Xavier University, and came to Lafayette for the 
weekend.  We look forward to her visit next summer.  

Clockwise from left: Gloria Boudreaux (insert), Rose Mae Broussard, Angele Smith, Una Hargrave, 
Diana Hayes, Loxie Bodin, Marian (Cookie) Lucas, Shirley Archer Reed, Marjorie Toups, Pat Bell 
Bradley, Viola LaFosse, Maria-Emila Thomas, Dorothy Steuland, Alice Drefchinsky, Fran Hebert 
(insert). Photo by Gloria Boudreaux. 
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Grail Women in the Americas 

Mexico City, July 8-16, 2012 
Lucy Jones 

Twenty-eight women representing six countries met in Mexico City July 8 through 16, for 
the first meeting of Grail Women in the Americas, building on the 20-year history of the 
Women of the Americas. We were Grail members from Brazil, Canada, Mexico, and the 
United States; one U.S. member, Monica Maher, is living in Ecuador, and two women were 
from Paraguay where the Brazilian Grail has been working for more than six years. Our 
purpose in meeting was to rethink our vision of the Grail in the Americas, so that we can 
work together as the Grail in our region of the world.  We determined to examine the 
strengths, challenges and issues in each country and to strategize how we might grow 
together, learning from each other’s wisdom, experience and spiritual search.  We 
committed to seek together the signs of hope for peace and justice in our complex world. 

The U.S. Grail was represented at the Grail Women in the Americas meeting by Lucy Jones, 
Sharon Joslyn, Laura Kaplan, Maureen Laflin, Monica Maher and Quanita Munday.  
The meeting began on Sunday, July 8, with an opening ritual designed by the Brazilians 
based on a piece from the Rio+20 meeting.  A ring with ribbons the color of our country 
flags was danced in by Sharon, veteran of every previous meeting of the Women of the 
Americas.  Each country then brought a sign and stated a denouncement of an injustice 
followed by a sign and statement of our hope and strength that Grail women bring. 

Front row: Arlete Alves de Almeida (B), Meyte Vidal (M), Eliana Rocha (B), Reyna Martinez Laguna (M),  
Lucy Jones (US); Second row: Nigemie de Fatima Bechelene (B), Rosaurora Espinosa Gomez (M), Quanita 
Munday (US), Martha Arellano Hernandez (M), Laura Kaplan (US), Samia Saad (C); Third Row: Claire 
Richard (C), Modesta Arevalos (P), Maureen Laflin (US), Maria Cristina Perez Cespedes (P), Maria Lilia 
Fernandez Ventura (M); Fourth Row: Olga Kolisnyk (C), Monica Maher (US), Maria Cristina dos Anjos 
(B/ILT), Angela Perez Castañeda (M); Top Row: Maria Beatriz de Oliveira (B), Maria Judith Garcia 
Arredondo (M), Ushuaia Camarena Acosta (M), Vanessa Alves (B), Sharon Joslyn (US) 
B=Brazil   C=Canada   M=Mexico  P=Paraguay   US=United States   ILT=International Leadership Team 
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Several themes appeared in each of our country 
presentations.  We heard an excellent analysis of 
food issues for rural Mexican women and how they 
are related to global issues such as trade 
agreements, 
climate change 
and immigration 
given by Gisela 
Espinosa Damian, 
Professor of 
Agricultural 
Economics.  As we 
worked through 
issues that 
concern us, the 

two themes with the most passion and energy from the 
group were Restorative Justice and Food Sovereignty & 
Security.  Many issues relate to these themes at local, 
regional and global levels and touch on social, economic, 
political, judicial and spiritual concerns. 
 
On the last night a ceremony of passing the baton presented the veteran planners giving a 
beautifully decorated cane to those who had committed to continuing the work of the 
GWIA.  But the fabulous four—Sharon Joslyn, Cristina dos Anjos (Brazil), Olga Kolisnyk 
(Canada) and Rosaurora Espinosa (Mexico)— surprised the newbies by holding on to the 
baton and making them work for it!  Are they really ready to let go?  Lots of laughs! 

What’s next? 
Laura Kaplan is the US contact person for Grail Women of the Americas and Quanita Munday 
has volunteered to be on the planning team.  Monica Maher will represent Ecuador.  All of this is 
subject to approval of the movement in the US. There is a commitment to meet every two years in 
a north grouping and a south grouping and the Canadians said they would invite the US to a 
meeting. Then we made a commitment for another region-wide meeting in four years (or five, 
depending on the next IGA). Watch for more information, outcomes and reports to come. 

1. Rosaurora, Sharon, Cristina and Olga prepare to hand off the baton. 2. Not so fast! 3. The new team: Samia Saad, Canada; Quanita 

Munday, USA; Maria Beatriz de Oliveira, Brasil, Laura Kaplan, USA; Eliana Rocha, Brasil; Ushuaia Camarena Acosta, Mexico 

Left: Sharon dances to open the meeting; Above: 
the US and Paraguay gather outside. 
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Christa Werner, Katie Sellers 

Front: Mieneke Hage; Back: Cristina dos Anjos 

Welcoming International Leadership 
Mary Farrell 

 
The New England Grail gathered joyfully on Thursday evening, 
July 19, to welcome and celebrate with the Grail’s International 
Leadership Team (ILT) and the International Finance Team 
(IFT) as they converged on Boston, Massachusetts.   
 
Carol Webb, Christa Werner, Cristina Conceicao dos Anjos had 
arrived in Boston to meet as the ILT, July 20-23, and Mieneke 
Hage, International Finance Officer, along with Cristina and 
Mary Farrell, as the IFT, had met July 16-19.  

 
Our evening together included a 
delightful mix of members from all over 
New England and beyond, including 
Mary Gene Devlin and Kate Devlin 
from Greenfield, MA; Francine Wickes 
from Bangor, ME; Dinah Loculan from 
the Philippines by way of the wilds of New Hampshire; Renee 
Keels, bringing along her friend, Leah, from Kenya; Carol 
Siemering from Newton, MA; Nancy Richardson and Elaine 
Huber from Boxboro, MA; T. Rose Holdcraft from Little Nahant, 
MA; Katie Sellers from Brighton, MA; Pam Cobey and Beth 
Rosen from Jamaica Plain, MA (by way of Cape Cod where they 

were vacationing while the ILT inhabited their house) and Mary 
Farrell, at whose home in Boston the festivities took place.   

 
Everyone contributed to a fabulous potluck 
dinner (which included a surprise birthday 
cake in celebration of Beth Rosen’s big day 
on the 21st) and we all left feeling enriched 
with food, friendship and good Grail spirit.  
We look forward to having another such 
opportunity to experience the 
internationality of the Grail! 

Left, Carol Webb and 
Renee Keels. Right, 
gathered together for 
supper at Mary 
Farrell’s house.  
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Miracle Clubhouse 
Rose Mary Clark 

On July 19, eight Grail members from the Dayton-Cincinnati area met at the Miracle Club-
house in Dayton for its grand opening. Clubhouses provide a work-oriented day for adults 
with mental illness. At the heart of the Miracle in Dayton is Grail Member Virginia Deters. 

Virginia first heard of Clubhouse 
two years ago while she and her 
husband, Larry, were caring for 
their son. She says, “...we were 
such frequent visitors to the 
psychiatric unit at a local hospital 
to visit our son that we were on a 
first name basis with most of the 
staff. I can remember the moment 
during his discharge from the 
hospital when one of the staff 
members took us aside and said. 
‘Dayton needs a Clubhouse.’”  

I do not think Virginia has stood 
still since. She did not know what 
a Clubhouse was but did the 

research and made contact with Magnolia Clubhouse in Cleveland and found that this 
program could fill the gap in the recovery process for her son and others. It answered the 
two big questions, “What do you do with your days while waiting for your next 
appointment at the mental health center?” and “How do you move from being a ‘patient’ to 
being a person again?”  

Clubhouse is an international movement that provides access to friendship, education, 
employment and a restorative environment. In order to establish this much-needed facility 
in Dayton, Virginia organized families to find community support, funding and a place for 
the Clubhouse. The members are the ones who named it and they did the painting and 
other work to make this Miracle their own. There is still much work to be done but what 
we saw at the opening was a very successful beginning. 

Virginia says it is because of the Grail that she has been able to do this. By taking part in the 
Training for Transformation sessions at Grailville she learned that each of us has to change 
the world for the better. She was so inspired by what others had done that when this 
opportunity fell into her lap she picked it up and ran with it.  

Thank you, Virginia for inspiring us! 
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The Doctrine of Discovery – Major 

Theme of the UN Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues May 7-18, 2012 
Joy Garland 

This article first appeared in the newsletter of the International Movement for Fraternal Union Among 
Races and Peoples, or UFER. The Grail is a founder of UFER and three Grail members serve on its 
board: Joy Garland, Monica Maher, and Elly Koenig, of the Netherlands. 

 
Can you imagine what it would be like to have a space ship land in your neighborhood and 
be greeted by the inhabitants of a distant planet who plant their flag in the earth and claim 
your land, the land of your ancestors, in the name of their distant sovereign? They further 
dictate that you and your neighbors must accept their belief system or suffer the 
consequences. This is an example of what happened to indigenous peoples around the 
world as a result of what is now called “The Doctrine of Discovery.”  
 
If you search on Google, you will find a great deal of information about how this Doctrine is 
still affecting indigenous people with its concepts that Christians have a moral and legal 
right to seize land and dominate non-Christian indigenous peoples. The Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches in a statement issued after its meeting from 
14 to17 February, 2012, in Switzerland, says: “Following the above patterns of thought and 
behavior, Christopher Columbus was instructed, for example, to "discover and conquer," 
"subdue" and "acquire" distant lands, and in 1493 Pope Alexander VI called for non-
Christian "barbarous nations" to be subjugated and proselytized for the "propagation of the 
Christian empire." Three years later, England's King Henry VII followed the pattern of 
domination by instructing John Cabot and his sons to locate, subdue and take possession of 
the "islands, countries, regions, of the heathens and infidels . . . unknown to Christian 
people." There after, for example, English, Portuguese and Spanish colonization in 
Australia, the Americas and New Zealand proceeded under the Doctrine of Discovery as 
Europeans attempted to conquer and convert Indigenous Peoples. In 1513, Spain drafted a 
legal document that was required to be read to Indigenous Peoples before "just war" could 
commence. The Requerimiento informed Indigenous Peoples that their lands had been 
donated to Spain and that they had to submit to the Crown and Christianity or they would 
be attacked and enslaved.” 
 
The Indigenous people worldwide are still being affected by the Doctrine of Discovery, by 
the dominant country’s national laws in which the Doctrine is reflected and codified. 
Scholars such as Steven T. Newcomb (Shawnee/Lenape), Tonya Gonnella Frichner 
(Onondaga Nation) and Professor Robert J. Miller have labored to bring to public view the 
lingering negative and harmful effects of this doctrine. Activists within and without the 
churches are pushing their churches and governments to publicly apologize for the 
continued oppression of Indigenous Peoples and to seek to make amends. At the 2010 UN 
Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues, I approached the Vatican’s representative at the 
UN and expressed my concern about papal bulls written by Pope Alexander VI in 1493 and 
asked the representative to bring the message back to the papacy that the bulls be 
rescinded. I was informed that the Papacy no longer considered the bulls to be relevant or 
applicable. I asked the representative if he might be willing to speak with Steven Newcomb, 
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the Indian lawyer who spoke at the Forum, about his book Pagans in the Promised Land: 
Decoding the Doctrine of Christian Discovery. He graciously agreed, and after introducing 
Steve to him, I left them both as they engaged in dialogue.  
 
In the 2012 UN Permanent Forum, several churches made public apologies for past and 
present treatment of indigenous peoples. The World Council of Churches called on 
governments everywhere to “ensure that their policies, regulations and laws that affect 
Indigenous Peoples comply with international conventions, in particular, conform to the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the International 
Labour Organization’s Convention 169.”  
 
Last year when I was visiting my daughter in Portland, Oregon, I saw an ad in the local 
paper that the Reverend Albert P. Krueger of St. Andrew's Episcopal Church was delivering 
a sermon on the Doctrine of Discovery and everyone was invited. I went and heard Native 
American drumming as the procession approached the altar. Before communion, we 
participated in a ritual smudging or spiritual cleansing when one of the elders burned some 
sage grass in an abalone shell. The sweet smell of the sage reminded me of the familiar 
smoke of incense. After the service, Father Krueger told me that many in his congregation 
were from the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde.  
 
In 1954, this tribal community had been subject to the termination acts of the US House of 
Representatives which removed Indian identity from legal records and left tribes without 
federal support and recognition. Treaties made between the tribes and the federal 
government were judged “void of content”. During the years of termination, the cultural 
heritage of five of the tribes was lost.   
 
Native artifacts collected by the Episcopal priest Rev. Robert W. Summers between 1873 
and 1881 had been sent to the British Museum in London for safekeeping when Rev. 
Summers was dying. In 1983, after the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde were again 
restored and regained federally recognized status, they sought the return of these artifacts 
from the Museum with the help of the Episcopal Church in Western Oregon.  
 
I encouraged Father Krueger and Chairwoman Cheryle Kennedy of the Confederated Tribes 
of Grand Ronde to come to New York to share their experiences and efforts to reclaim lost 
artifacts with everyone at the UN Permanent Forum. I assisted them to arrange to present 
their film and panel at the Church Center for the United Nations as a side event which 
included Bonnie Kahn, Curator of Native American Art; and Greg Archuleta, Grand Ronde 
tribal member. This event was co-sponsored by UFER, The Grail, and the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. A second panel was comprised of the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church in the United States; Sarah Eagle Heart (Ogala 
Lakota) Missioner for Indigenous Ministries of the Episcopal Church; Erma Vizenor, Tribal 
Chairwoman from the White Earth Band of Ojibwe Indians; and Professor Robert J. Miller of 
Lewis and Clark Law School in Oregon who spoke on the Doctrine of Discovery. This 
presentation was co-sponsored by UFER, The Grail, and eight other NGOs and church 
groups.  
 
As we leave the Permanent Forum of Indigenous Issues behind and look toward the 
gathering of the nations at Rio + 20 in Brazil, I reflected on this Ojibwe prayer – 
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The Unfractured Future 

Directed by: Scott Halfmann and Tracy Basile 
Running time:  12:12 
Contact: For a  free DVD contact WESPAC 
Foundation at (914) 449-6514 or by email at 
info@wespac.org  www.wespac.org  
Synopsis:  
This film brings Native voices to the forefront of 
an urgent environmental issue – hydrofracking, 
the natural gas extraction process that 
threatens our water and our future, offering 
perspectives rarely heard in the U.S. 
environmental movement or in mainstream 
media today.  
Also available on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpspwpc0WDQ Donald Dardar, Marian Schwab and Theresa Dardar  

Theresa Dardar and Joy Garland 

“Grandfather, Look at our brokenness. We know that in all creation only the human family 
has strayed from the Sacred Way. Grandfather, Sacred One, teach us love, compassion, and 
honor that we may heal the earth and each other.”   

 
 

 
 

The Grail at Tekawitha 
Grail members Theresa Dardar, Joy Garland and 
Marian Schwab in June attended the Kateri Tekawitha 
Conference, the annual gathering of Roman Catholic 
Native Americans, in Albany, NY. Joy and Theresa made a 
presentation called “Mother Earth, Deep Waters and 
Fracking,” which Marian reports was the best-attended 
workshop at the conference. They showed a 12-minute 
DVD, “The Unfractured Future,” featuring Tiokasin Ghost 
Horse (Lakota), with appearances by Chief Oren Lyons 
and other well-known figures.   
 
Joy said the film “met with an outpouring of praise, 
interest, and appreciation for the more than 175 
Native Americans who were able to squeeze into the 
space at the Airport Holiday Inn.” Joy distributed more 
than 150 flyers with information about the film.  
Theresa, a Native American whose Pointe-au-Chien 

tribal community was badly hit by the BP Gulf Oil explosion, followed Joy’s presentation 
with an 18-minute PowerPoint of photos of the aftermath of the explosion that killed 12 
workers as well as birds, turtles, and sea life which had been contaminated by the oil and 
chemical dispersants sprayed by BP.  Also destroyed was the livelihood of the hundreds of 
Gulf Coast Native Americans who were shrimpers, fishermen, and crabbers for generations.  
Theresa was at the United Nations in 2010 pleading her tribes’ request for US recognition 
and the restoration of wetlands, a barrier reef, and levees to protect their tribal lands from 
being lost to the rising seas, when she got news of the BP explosion.  She wants to expose 
the lies BP is telling the American people that all is 
now well and that those affected have been 
adequately compensated.  

 
 

mailto:info@wespac.org
http://www.wespac.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpspwpc0WDQ
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Holy Week at Grailville  - A Reflection 
Nancy Hennessy Cooney 

 

Last April, Holy Week at Grailville barely 

made the program list.  The chief reason 

given was the fatigue of the planning 

committee and the thinning ranks of gray 

haired participants. Unsaid but 

understood were Holy Week’s roots in the 

Catholic Church tradition where it ranked 

first in the Grailville spiritual celebrations.  

Fifty or so years later, it made sense to 

question what the celebrations means for 

the Grail today.  

Holy Week at Grailville was once at the 

forefront of the Liturgical Revival when 

the masses and observances were spoken 

in English instead of Latin. The events of 

the week were dramatized on a large scale 

compared to what was available in most 

local parishes. Grailville was a laboratory 

for testing the possibilities opened by 

Vatican II. It was an important 

contribution.  

Today, as we know, Catholicism is not at 

the center of the U.S. Grail. The search for 

openness to our Creator remains. Liturgical and communal worship takes on divergent 

forms flowing from spiritual events and the people present at them.  Holy Week is a 

venerable artifact, continuing to attract some, but expendable to the people expected to 

carry the lion’s share of preparation and hospitality.   

Wait a minute…..!!! Not expendable to everyone.  A commotion ensued when this rumor of 

Holy Week’s demise circulated at the fall GA.  A compromise of a simpler program and 

some new planners saved Holy Week 2012. 

I would like to summarize the type of prayer/service that took place over the years at Holy 

Week. Individual elements evolved but the spirit remained. I will end with a story of how 

one of these events touched me deeply because it was not only contemporary but at the 

heart of the Grail vision.  

 

The Holy Week of the early days was a plunge into a transforming drama. Reenactment of 

Jesus’ last days and glorious resurrection was a process into which each person and the 
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community as a whole participated.  Song, dance, silence, and practical preparation helped 

each person appreciate this special time.  

Holy Thursday Liturgy was an interpretation of the Last Supper connected with the world 

events of the time. One year, the group processed into the dining room and was confronted 

by large cardboard boxes stacked to create a large wall.  Fr. George Wilson, S.J., our creative 

celebrant for many years led prayers, which led toward the dismantling of walls like the 

Berlin Wall symbolized before us. We gave thanks for a movement toward peace and 

liberation in our time just as Jesus’ Last Supper was a movement of liberation for all time. 

Year after year, participants were enriched with insights into the meaning of this ritual 

meal. (Some are recorded in Fr. George’s book Blessing Prayers.)   

The Stations of the Cross, for example, were not an internal exercise before pictures of 

Jesus’ suffering.  Instead, it was a procession through the Grailville fields where 

participants were challenged to remember Jesus’ suffering along with that of humanity and 

even the tortured earth.  Some years, we adapted the Jewish burial ritual to symbolically 

wrap the “body” of Jesus in burial cloths, uniting ourselves with the Jewish expression of 

reverence for the body.  

Holy Saturday was a day of quiet preparation for the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.  Time 

was spent in a mix of prayer, decorating, rehearsing, and walking to the cemetery, the 

creek, the labyrinth.  

Each Easter Vigil, we could expect to see Lynn Malley, Frances Martin or Nina 

Naberhaus lead the choir in new and familiar music. The Exultet, the reading of the 

creation story and a variety of other readings enriched the word service.  Over the years, 

readings also included the sacred texts of other religions or poetry that expanded on the 

theme.  There was a year when my husband, Chuck, read James Weldon Johnson’s The 

Creation and our daughter, Katherine, danced to his words. Some years, members of the 

congregation brought forward to a center table in the Caravansary symbols of the created 

world.  One year our granddaughter whispered that she had been chosen the previous year 

to carry up the giraffe and hoped to help this year.   

The evening ended for many with a party hosted by married couples living at Tidings who 

had formed their own subgroup over the years. One year, the visiting African women got 

everyone dancing to their enticing rhythms. Many were the years that a Grail woman was 

enticed to tell her story of how she found the Grail many long years ago. One year a Grail 

husband told how he found his Grail woman!  

Easter Sunday follows the traditional Catholic Mass with embellishments and an enlarged 

congregation from the local community. Beautiful decorations, statues of the empty tomb, 

the angels and confused guards remind us of the scripture story.  Fr. George presents an 

“Easter Person” in his homily as his gift. He tells the story of someone from our own time 

who lives the Easter message often in the midst of the most needy people in the world. Fr. 

George invites us to be Easter people ourselves. The Mass ends with a spontaneous piano 
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solo, an African dance, a parade and one year, a release by the children of imposter doves 

(homing pigeons)! 

  

The weekend ends with a potluck brunch, much socializing, a possible “bunny hop” dance 

and a chance to walk the springtime grounds if the weather cooperated.    

As I looked at the people on Sunday morning, my fragile community for a weekend (part of 

my spiritual community forever), I wondered whether they continue to come to Grailville 

at Easter for what I have described or for something else.   

This year, 2012, we got “something else,” because of the simplification of the events by the 

committee who saved it from extinction.  The Holy Saturday service was in the Oratory, not 

the Caravansary thus simplifying Easter Sunday set up. Upon entry we saw a bare altar 

with chairs facing it and the whitewashed barn wall behind it. Hidden behind a screen to 

the left was John and Lebe Schickel Robinson’s son, Emil, and his wife, Catherine 

Richards, both artists.   

After an opening song and a welcome, Bonnie Hendricks, beautiful in a long white tunic, 

began to read the story of Creation.  It began with the nothingness of uncreation and 

continued for billions of years until it echoed the scripture story of the creation of man and 

woman and the pronouncement that God’s work was good.   

What drew me into the mystery were the projections on the white wall of the Oratory. 

Bonnie told of light coming from the void.  There appeared something like a Japanese rice 

paper rippling, being.  When she spoke of the creation of the waters, a large bowl of water 

moved and created a wave that was “ocean.”  When earth was formed as water and rocks, a 

few drops of food coloring gave us earth’s good green hills.  Then the symbols of life  

appeared as they began in tiny cells that multiplied and differentiated millions of years ago.  

They were symbolized by a screen full of tadpoles!  The artists, like the Creator, were 

playful.  Their work was impossible to capture in words.   

My eyes filled with tears of gratitude.  I was thankful to be in the presence of this art made 

by these young artists.  I was invited into the mystery of creation.  I felt the vastness and 

the significance of each one of us.  I was reminded of the Grail song “God, the Mystery of our 

lives, life giver of the universe, Thou behind us, Thou before us, our Horizon, calls each one 

by name.”  

I felt what it means to be a member of the Grail; to have the opportunity to experience the 

Mystery, thanks to the efforts of each one of us joined together in a bond that touches our 

inmost depths.  That moment in the Oratory can never be repeated.  That is the greatness of 

good art, of live liturgy. But it left its mark. I felt drawn in that moment to another moment 

so long ago. It was the moment I made my commitment to the Grail.   

Once again, I said “Yes!” 
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Charbonneau Sisters Reunite with Michigan Grail 
Mary Therese Coyle 

A message from Theresa Czerwinski to the Cornwall listserv indicating that she would not 
be able to attend the Metanoia retreat due to a trip to Michigan for a Charbonneau family 
reunion and a visit from her sister Emilia Charbonneau, a Grail member living in South 
Africa, prompted Mary Therese Coyle to contact her to see if a meeting with some from 
the Michigan Grail would be possible. 
 
We met at an idyllic spot on Lake Columbia in Brooklyn, MI, at the home of MaryAnn 
Swiatlowski, another sister of Emilia, Alexa Kane and Theresa. Judy Markle and Theresa 
reminisced about time at Gabriel House in Cincinnati. Shirley Beaupre was in South Africa 
at a time that corresponded with the times that Alexa and Emilia were both there. They 
enjoyed catching up with recent developments. Mary Therese also had visited Emilia at the 
Grail Centre in Johannesburg in the 1960s. Emilia and Mary Therese were at the Gateway 
Grail Center in Detroit at the same time and enjoyed remembering all the great souls that 
were there with them. Among them Eileen Schaefler, Cay Charles, Jane Piotowski, Stefana 
Tikalski, Audrey Sorrento, the Leis sisters, Joan Harper, Mary Kay Donohue, Petra Coyle, 
Anne Mercier and that great spirit, Joan Overboss. We were all grateful for this opportunity 
to get together and share memories. 
 
A post script from Theresa: Emilia is now back in South Africa after visits with family and 
old friends in Michigan. She also visited with Mary Emma Kuhn, Ruth Gallant, Fran 
Martin and Janet Kalven in Ohio and spent a couple of nights at Grailville. She visited with 
Cay Charles and Alice Gallagher in New York, but we were not able to have a visit with 
Ruth Chisholm or the Cornwall center in New York.  
 

Front row: Mary Therese Coyle, Shirley Beaupre. Back row: Judy Markle, Theresa 
Czerwinski, Alexa Kane, Emilia Charbonneau& Mary Ann Swiatlowski 
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Readers’ Corner 
We’re happy this month to renew a popular 
feature in Gumbo: a peek into what Grail 
women today are reading. We look forward to 
hearing what you have on your bedside table 
or tucked into your “while-I’m-waiting” bag. 
Send an email to noreen@grail-us.org or give 
us a call at (513) 683-5750. 
 
Lenie Schaareman: 
The Grailville Book club recently read 
 
The Island at the Center of the World: 
The Epic Story of Dutch Manhattan and the 
Forgotten Colony That Shaped America. 
By Russell Shorto 
Doubleday, 2004. 400 pp.  

 
It is the story of New Netherlands and New Amsterdam in the 17th 
century, based on documents that have come into the light only 
recently. 
 
It was 1973. A young scholar, Charles Gehring, was shown a vast 
collection of charred, molded papers by the curator of historical 
manuscripts at the New York State Library in Albany. He had just 
completed his doctoral dissertation in Germanic languages with a 
concentration on Nederlandic and was looking for a job. 

 
The curator who had wondered how these papers would ever see the light, met Charles 
Gehring at a conference and the work began. 12,000 sheets of rag paper that had 
survived war, fire, floods and years of neglect in the loopy script of the 16th century, in 
the words of 350 years ago, became a work of 30 years and a source of continued study 
and research. It is the collection of letters, deeds, wills, journal entries, council minutes 
and court proceedings. The book is history and true to its word: “the story” of a 
gathering of Dutch, French, German, Swedish, Jews, Polish, African, Danish, Mohawk, 
Mahican and Manhatesen Indians and English characters. 
 
What developed at the tip of Manhattan was a culturally diverse society, based on trade 
with openness, tolerance and free trade. What we knew about Peter Stuyvesant was 
based on the records of the English who took over this dynamic global trade 
community in 1664. In the Dutch records, Stuyvesant comes across as strong and a 
complex person.  
 

mailto:noreen@grail-us.org
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Another person emerging from these papers is Adriaen van der Donck, a young lawyer 
who had studied at the University of Leiden. He came to the New World for his own 
fortune. He saw into the future of New Netherland and New Amsterdam not only a 
community to serve the West India Company in Amsterdam but a society in its own 
right and with its own characteristics. 
  
We who read the book recommend it strongly. “I learned so much” and “It is a page 
turner.” Did you know that the Wall, now Wall Street, was built under the leadership of 
Peter Stuyvesant not against the Indians, as folklore tells us, but to protect New 
Amsterdam from the expected English invasion? 
 
When you get to it: Enjoy!     
 
Marian Ronan: 
The Amateur’s Guide to Death and Dying: Enhancing the End of Life, by Richard 
Wagner, Ph.D. Las Vegas, NV: Nazca Plains, 2012. 431 pp. 

 Well, it’s happening. The baby-boomers are becoming senior 
citizens. I joined Medicare and got my half-price MTA card in 
April. My husband has retired and we’re planning a trip to Paris. 
 
But getting older isn’t all sweetness and light.  Even as Keith and I 
are packing, my best friend from college has checked into a hospice 
in Toronto, her metastatic breast cancer exploding throughout her 
body.  Ten or twenty years ago I would have characterized this as a 
catastrophe. Increasingly, it’s the new normal. 

 
Apparently we Americans put a lot of energy into avoiding this “darker” side of getting 
older. Clinical psychologist Richard Wagner has extensive experience helping people to 
come to terms with their own deaths and the deaths of those they love, so he’s written a 
workbook for the rest of us: The Amateur’s Guide to Death and Dying.  
 
The chapters of The Amateur’s Guide are structured around ten sessions of the death and 
dying support groups that the author leads professionally in Northern California. Ten 
fictional group members, composites of actual participants, interact with one another, 
telling their stories, and engaging the material that Wagner and other experts present.  
Forms are also provided for us, the readers, to respond to the materials, provide 
feedback, even evaluate the contents and process of the workshop. 
 
Among the death and dying-related subjects the book/workshop addresses are fear and 
avoidance of the reality of death, dealing with regrets and old wounds, end-of -life 
documents and preparations like advance directives, wills and trusts, who to notify, 
distribution of your possessions, etc., spirituality in death and dying, sexuality and 
intimacy in the dying process, and what someone’s last weeks and days are actually 
like.  
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Reading the responses of the various group members to the presentations and 
assignments helps to make this material real. But doing the assignments yourself makes 
death and dying all the more palpable.  I was surprised at how deeply moved—and 
disturbed—I was as I did the various exercises, for example, writing my own obituary 
and describing the last weeks and days of my own life. This may not be true for 
everyone, but for me, engaging the prospect of my death was a sobering experience. But 
I feel I am better for it. 
 
No book is perfect, of course.  For the first half of the book, I found it almost impossible 
to keep the ten members of the group straight in my head. I finally made a crib sheet 
with the name, age, and a brief description of each, which I printed out and kept inside 
the front cover. The publisher should send out a bookmark with such information on it 
when someone buys a copy of The Amateur’s Guide so that readers can consult it as each 
group member begins to “talk.” The book is also pretty large—the cover is eight by ten 
inches and the book is an inch thick—which made it hard for me to take on the subway, 
where I do a lot of my reading. 
 
But this is quibbling. The Amateur’s Guide to Death and Dying makes a valuable 
contribution to helping readers come to terms with an aspect of life that too many of us 
tend to avoid. Grail groups around the country would do well to use it to help members 
begin—or continue—to deal with the reality of death 
 
Marian Ronan “met the Grail” in 1965. She blogs at http://marianronan.wordpress.com/ 
 

Grail Birthdays: August & September 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

AUGUST   

1 Harlene Bryenton 
2 Kay (Marina) 

Kryvanick 
2 Kathleen Fisher 
3 Lydia Nieves 
7 Roberta Trombly 
10 Audrey Schomer 
13 Mary Lou Ziga 
14 Elizabeth McGivney 
15 Marie Sutter-Sinden 
15 Alice Dougan 
15 Mary Gene Devlin 
16 Shirley Piazza 
16 Deirdre Cornell 
16 Angelica Contreras 
16 Barbara Waldron 

18 Kathleen Sellers 
20 Doris Falgner 
20 Mary Lu Lageman 
21 Terri Guest 
23 Mary Lou Armas 
25 Rose Morin 
26 Trina Paulus 
27 Catherine Devlin 
31 Barbara B. Troxell 
 

SEPTEMBER   

6 Joy France 
7 Lucy Jones 
8 Sheila Nader 
8 Emily Thomas 
8 Virginia Deters 
9 Frances McLaughlin 

9 Rebecca Kremer Hill 
9 Carolyn Vadala 
10 Martha Heidkamp 
11 Shellie Owens 
12 Anne Mercier 
18 Cay Charles 
20 Alexa Kane 
20 Joyce Asfour 
23 Teresa Wilson 
26 Mary Emma Kuhn 
26 Pamela Cobey 
27 Monica Erler 
27 Audrey Sorrento 
30 Ann Burke 
30 Megan Monteleone- 
 Morrison

 

 

http://marianronan.wordpress.com/
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Grail Member Giving, January 1-July 31, 2012 

147 Grail members have contributed $80,417.86 thus far this year. Thank you! 

60% of Active members 
53% of Emerita members 
46% of Wider members 

Giving by Fund: 
Bronx Programs               $3,661.50  
Cornwall General Fund    $8,100.00  
Grailville General Fund    $11,912.00  
National General Fund  $41,349.81  
Special Projects  $15,394.55 

Helen Adler 

Julia Almaguer 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Ana Flora Anderson 

Carol Barton 

Wendy Bayer 

Shirley Beaupre 

Marcia Bedard 

Heather Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Pat Bell Bradley 

Margaret Bruck 

Harlene Bryenton 

Wendy Budzynski 

Mary Ellen Camele 

Penny Carr 

Teresa Carter 

Cynthia Cheyne 

Ruth Chisholm 

Brigitte Cicero 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Angelica Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Jeanne Daniher 

Theresa Dardar 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Catherine Devlin 

Patricia Dillon 

Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Drefchinski 

Gloria Duday 

Monica Erler 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Eva Fleischner 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Roberta Gill 

Mary Gindhart 

Marian April Goering 

Elise Gorges 

Claudia Gras 

Lea Grundy 

Jody Grundy 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Martha Heidkamp 

Ann Heidkamp 

Mary Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Bonnie Hendricks 

Cherie Holman 

Kathi Hurley 

Anne Hurley 

Kay King Jakob 

Lucy Jones 

Sharon Joslyn 

Janet Kalven 

Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Linda Kolts 

Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 

Maureen Laflin 

Viola Lafosse 

Debra Lambo 

Lyllis Ling 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Gail Malley 

Judy Markle 

Frances Martin 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Frances McLaughlin 

Priscilla Mechana 

Anne Mercier 

Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Nina Naberhaus 

Mary Ann Neuman 

Lydia Nieves 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Shellie Owens 

Shirley Piazza 

Rita Ponessa 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Loretta Rokey 

Simonetta Romano 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

Marie Russell 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Eileen Schaeffler 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Dode Shepherd 

Carol Siemering 

Deborah Silvestri 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Patricia St. Onge 

Brigitte Stark-Merklein 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Emily Thomas 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 

Marjourie Toups 

Nancy Traer 

Roberta Trombly 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Carolyn Vadala 

Ruth Vargas 

Carol Webb 

Jan Weinkam 

Duanne Welsch 

Nicole Westrick 

Francine Wickes 

Jean Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Claudia Yamasue 

Patricia Young 

Ieva Zadina 

 


