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Hurricane Irene 
 
Hurricane Irene, which hit the East Coast August 26-

28, was forecasted to wreak havoc from North 

Carolina to New England. Grail members and their 

neighbors in the region were urged to prepare for 

what some were calling a “storm of the century.” 

Although it’s initial impact was less than expected – it 

came into New York City as a Category 1 hurricane, 

with “only” 75 mile an hour winds, it was a slow-

moving storm that drenched upstate New York and 

Northern New England with seven to 12 inches of rain. 

Below are reports from Grail members across the 

region. 

 

Friday, August 26 
 

10:06 a.m. Boston  

We are preparing for the worst hoping for the best. Renee Keels 

 

12:52 p.m. Jamaica 

I am freaking out! In Jamaica. Not sure when I will be able to return to Boston. Carol Siemering 

 

3:33 p.m. Boston 

At the moment in Boston it's 82 degrees, still and sunny. 

The forecasts seem to say that the brunt of the storm 

will hit Saturday night to Sunday morning, and may well 

affect inland more than the coast. I expect we'll survive, 

perhaps with some damage, but I don't expect 

devastation. We'll stock up on food, cash and candles 

and hope for the best. Mary Farrell 

 

Sunday, August 28 
11:36 a.m. Philadelphia 

Positive energy received and maybe made all the 

difference :) Seaside Park (New Jersey) was evacuated 

but we are optimistic that the storm was not as bad as 

was first thought. We hope to head back to resume 

vacation tomorrow and hopefully we will have no pieces 

to pick up.  

8:15 p.m., August 25. From the National Weather Service 
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Irene approaches North Carolina, 11:15 a.m. Friday, August 

26. From the National Weather Service 

All well in Philadelphia generally. Maureen Tate 

 

1:03 p.m. Brooklyn 

Here in the bowels of Brooklyn everything seems fine; 

we have power, no street flooding. Eerily peaceful. A 

little debate over whether there's more rain coming. 

Four hundred trees down in Brooklyn and Queens, but 

not on our street. Some guy on the radio this AM 

actually criticized Mike Bloomberg for over-reacting, 

presumably one of the guys who denounced the mayor 

for under-reacting to the blizzard last Christmas. 

Marian Ronan 

 

2:55 p.m. Manhattan  

Here, on the Upper West Side of Manhattan we are 

fine. No downed trees, although a lot of small branches 

line the sidewalk, we have all power, and no flooding. 

Our stores are opening up one by one (but there 

wasn't a flashlight or battery to be found on Friday or 

Saturday and water bottles were running out the doors of the stores.) Judith Cox

  

 

8:49 p.m. Manhattan 

Positive energy seems to have done the trick. Except for the poor folks still without power, we 

suffered very few bad effects here in the city. Patricia Dillon 

 

The Aftermath 

Carol Siemering was supposed to be home from a quick pleasure trip to Jamaica on Sunday. She 

would have been celebrating her grandson’s 16th birthday on Wednesday in Boston, then heading 

for Grailville early Thursday for the Grail Council meeting. Instead, she got bumped from two 

flights out of Jamaica and flew directly into Cincinnati on Wednesday. You’ll recognize her as the 

one in sunglasses and flip-flops – no time to get home for different clothes! 

 

Lucy Jones reporting on Cornwall 

We have been spared any major damage, or minor for that matter. One tree came down but it fell 

in the meadow behind Gaia. Minimal leaking in the Phoenix basement. We lost power for only 

four hours. Fortunately we are on comparatively high ground. There were houses flooded in the 

town, the little brook swept over its banks and down Main Street in Cornwall-on-Hudson, all the 

small bridges were breached by the water and the area was temporarily cut off, but the bridges 

on 9W and 32 are open now. We're okay and the sun is shining beautifully today. Pray for all 

those people affected by the flooding of these creeks that come off the mountains. They don't 

make the news like the big cities do but some areas are really hurting. 

  

Kate Twohy in Brooklyn: I am a high rise dweller with views of Manhattan island and even see 

from my terrace, the Statue of Liberty in the far distance. Our 30-story Bay Ridge Towers (2 of 

them) changed the landscape of Bay Ridge and Sunset Park forever when they were built 40 

years ago. I have enjoyed for 12 years the safety and good services here which includes parking 

off the street (a real luxury for any city apartment dweller). 
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A house, torn from its foundation, crashes into the Church 
Street Bridge in Windham on Sunday. Photo by Lance 
Wheeler, The Daily Mail.  

  

When we anticipated the possible 100 mile an hour winds coming over New York Harbor, there 

was real fear. Each apartment has a terrace, the home of flower pots, chairs, bikes, paint cans, etc. 

 

I made strenuous efforts, including a sign at the two elevators in our lobby, warning of flying 

objects and we finally on Friday got a note from the office that it was mandatory to remove or tie 

down all terrace objects. Well, by Saturday, the drama escalated...one apartment above me and to 

my harbor side had flower pots and chairs, etc., still out and at the front door; unclaimed fliers 

demonstrated they were not home. From my terrace I could see that the apartment above me, 

empty for some time, had two windows open about 20 inches. If their apartment flooded, mine 

was going to flood, too.  I found our most senior maintenance man and he informed me that her 

daughter lived in the other building. What a surprise! After two requests, she handed the keys to 

our maintenance man and the security supervisor, and we went in to close the windows and 

bring a few items in off the terrace. 

  

I got very little sleep on Saturday night....heavy rains ...but I would have been in a panic if those 

windows were still open. Thank God...no flying items were seen around our building so I think 

common sense prevailed....not bad for over 400 households. 

  

But, then yesterday…. how ironic! The small 

community in which I spent all my childhood 

summers and in which we owned a nice old and 

pleasantly antique farmhouse was hit by flood 

waters. The town of Windham, 6 miles away 

from our old house and about an hour north of 

Cornwall, was probably one of the worst flooded 

areas in the State.  We used to look every 

summer at that little stretch of creek running 

through Windham, wondering when it would be 

just a trickle as it tended to dry up in the 

summer months,  but now it’s turned into a river 

with nowhere to go but up Main Street and into 

people's homes. [See photo, right. “Reports from 

Windham were disastrous: 10 inches of rain, a submerged school bus being tossed around by the 

rapids and multiple rescues of trapped residents,” according to The Daily Mail. “It was said that 

around noon there was 3 to 4 feet of water rushing down Main Street.”] 

 

My sister-in-law saw a picture on television of my friend's nearby house in front of a river of 

water. (Dorothy Rasenberger, Lucy Jones and I enjoyed a luncheon together there a few years ago 

and Dorothy and I spent several days in the house).  I am very sorry, knowing how so many 

homes and businesses have been impacted.   

  

When a storm is 700 miles wide and the rainfall hasn’t been seen in a century, we are only 

wondering what comes next. Don't you wonder if the citizens of the US will make the 

connections?  More heat in the atmosphere, more moisture, more severe storms?  
Thanks to the Daily Mail http://www.thedailymail.net/articles/2011/08/29/news/doc4e5b2003d5bc7498646892.txt 
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LLiivviinngg  

GGrraaiill  

Joyce, guests and volunteers at Grace Place. Front row, from left: Yu-Ri, Lee 
and Joyce; back row: Hikmat, Misty, Andrew and Micah (2-month-old on 
Andrew’s lap). 

 

Joyce Asfour 
Emily Snyder 

 

The normal hustle and bustle that marks any day at home was apparent when I 

stopped for a visit at Joyce Asfour’s house.  I just missed a birthday party.    

There is a garden out back, the basement is full of boxes, and the kitchen 

reminded me of my own, with calendars and important papers posted in the 

most prominent spots (the refrigerator and by the phone).  It seems as though 

Joyce’s home is like any other, but there are some differences.  Yu-Ri, a volunteer from South 

Korea had just arrived and was moving in.  Some fresh garden produce from the Grailville CSA 

had come earlier that day and still needed to be processed.  And the boxes in the basement are 

full of donated household items that will be needed when any one of Joyce’s guests move out into 

their own apartment.  Her home, Grace Place, is a Catholic Worker House of Hospitality.   

 

 As I listened to Joyce relate the story of how Grace Place came to be, I was astounded how every 

step seemed to fall in place (well, with lots of hard work): The realization of what she wanted to 

do, a late night pact with a friend, meeting someone else (co-founder Sandy McCoy) with the 

same interests and forging a friendship that would help them put the first building blocks into 

place to realize that Grace Place could exist.  And finally, a somewhat fortuitous discovery of the 

perfect place!  This September marks the 13th year Grace Place has been serving women as they 

transition from homelessness to a more permanent life.   

 

When Grace Place was still just an idea, Joyce did some research and found that there were 

usually enough emergency shelters in the Cincinnati area, but never enough transitional beds – 

places for those transitioning 

out of homelessness.  Today, 

the need for transitional 

housing and emergency 

service shelters are growing.  

When Grace Place first 

opened a guest would stay 

on average three months.  

But now, with the dragging 

economy, a guest might stay 

for close to twelve months.  

Needless to say, Grace Place 

is always full.  

Grace Place is rooted in the 

Catholic Worker tradition.  

“The Catholic Worker 

Movement is grounded in a 

firm belief in the God-given 

dignity of every human 

person.  [It] is committed to 

nonviolence, voluntary 
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poverty, prayer, and hospitality for the homeless, exiled, hungry, and forsaken. Catholic Workers 

continue to protest injustice, war, racism, and violence of all forms.”  (www.catholicworker.org ) 

Grace Place and its volunteers focus on four areas. 

● Hospitality: Grace Place is a transitional home for women (with or without children) 

working towards building a permanent life and …. 

● Justice:  We strive to increase awareness of the causes of poverty and homelessness and 

to call ourselves and others to God's plan of justice, peace and integrity of creation.  

● Community Living: We seek to move toward an organic and sustainable lifestyle of 

voluntary simplicity. We share resources and cultivate loving (nonviolent) interpersonal 

relationships, health and serenity. 

●  Spirituality - With daily prayer, we seek to provide an environment for our spiritual 

growth and are committed to making progress along our spiritual paths. Our spirituality 

is the foundation for all our work.   

Each Catholic Worker community is autonomous.  It is up to those running a Catholic Worker 

House to decide what it does – soup kitchen, emergency shelter, transition shelter or a 

combination.  Life at Grace Place follows a simple recipe.  They focus on creating a welcoming, 

respectful environment where guests are given time and support to work through their 

problems.  And they avoid all kinds of violence.  

Joyce, who retired from nonprofit management in 1999, joined the Grail in 1992.  She had always 

been involved with social justice issues.  And she was very active with the International Women’s 

League, but always felt that spiritual aspect was missing.  It was when she was invited to sit in on 

a panel addressing justice concerns by Audrey Sorrento that she met the Grail.  Joyce recalls, “I 

was hooked!  I felt like I had come home.” 

 Learn more about Grace House at http://home.fuse.net/graceplacecw/ 

 

 
 

Why should I come to the General Assembly? 

(November 3-November 6, 2011) 
Carol Siemering 

 

In 2006, when the marvelous DVD “In Search of The Grail, The Story of a Woman’s Movement,” came 

out I decided I would have my daughters over for a showing. When it was over one of my daughters 

said, “But what does The Grail do?” They knew many of the women in the DVD, some for most of 

their lives (they were in their 30’s then). They knew that I had given my whole work life to helping 

special needs children and the poor. They knew what others did individually. Her question wasn’t 

about how we lived out our Grail values as individuals but rather what we did collectively.  

 

This year's General Assembly may help to answer her question. 
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The Visuals: What We Do In The 

World 
Judith Blackburn 

 
Here’s an idea for visuals at this November’s GA:  

Each of us should bring with us or send ahead 

three items that will become part of a display or be 

used in our worship service.   The first is a picture 

or symbol representing some “work” you do or 

have done.  The second is a few words on a 4 X 6 

piece of paper describing that work.  The third is a 

piece of cloth or banner suggestive of your region, 

group, or individual work. 

 

Here’s how they will be used.  The picture or 

symbol and the 4 X 6 paper with a phrase naming 

the work, your name, and where you live will be 

attached to a display in the link, which everyone 

can view on the way to the dining hall.  This will be 

a visual reminder of all the many ways that we 

Grail women make real our Grail values.  For 

simplicity’s sake, just pick one work to represent 

yourself.  For example, Mary Farrell could bring a 

picture of a place setting along with the 4 X 6 

description “The Women’s Lunch Place, a shelter 

for homeless women—Mary Farrell—Boston, MA.”  

Don’t bring or send anything that is irreplaceable 

as these items probably can’t be returned easily. 

 

The piece of cloth could be of any size: a scarf, a 

banner, or a piece of yard goods.   You will carry it 

in the procession preceding the Saturday evening 

worship service and place it on the altar in the 

oratory.  You will be able to retrieve and take home 

this cloth after the ceremony. 

 

Even if for some reason you can’t come to the GA, 

we hope you will send the picture or symbol and 

brief description so that your energy will be with 

us.  Even though it may feel that the GA is a long 

way off, be thinking now of what you will bring or 

send.  Many thanks to Beth Murphy, who has 

agreed to help us with the display, and to all who 

are helping to plan this year’s GA, the theme of 

which is “The Worlds in Which We Live.” 
 

General Assemblies in the past were  

business meetings, decision-making 

meetings. Our current bylaws affirmed at 

the last GA changed the role of the General 

Assembly to one that  “provides 

opportunities for members to connect and 

re-connect with each other to explore the 

accomplishments and challenges facing the 

Movement.” The bylaws also state, “The 

General Assembly (GA) sets broad direction 

for the Grail Movement.” So in keeping with 

that and a desire to have the Grail in the U.S. 

commit to some collective works, the 

planners used the image of three “worlds” 

that the Grail is manifested in—the 

Environmental World, The Social World and 

the Spiritual World. And yes! The Grail is 

alive and well in these areas. But here is an 

opportunity to hear what your amazing, 

fabulous sisters are doing. Here is an 

opportunity to join them. Here is an 

opportunity be able to answer the question 

“What does the Grail do?” by using the 

General Assembly to come up with 

something from each world we all can 

connect with and call it our “work.”  

 

But why should I come? Well first, because 

you are part of a national (and international, 

of course) movement and here’s where you 

get to experience that and how we are very 

diverse and here is where you get to 

experience that. But also because you can 
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help craft the manifestation of the Grail’s vision by participating.  

 

And more! You will also have an opportunity to hear from those who went to the International 

General Assembly and what is the new articulation of  the International Grail’s Vision statement 

(remember how much fun that was on the listserv as we exchanged ideas)? There will be a 

Worship Service, a Member Commitment Ceremony, a brunch celebrating the Grail’s 90th 

birthday, Spiritual Practices, Soul Moments, plenaries, panels, small groups and yes, yes, free 

time, because we are getting older and need our rest so we can enter the next activity with a full 

heart and a rested body. But it is also about the connecting and reconnecting, seeing old and 

making new friends. (Oh yes, and of course there will be a Bistro every night)! 

 

Because here’s where you can truly drink from the greater cup that is our wonderful, awesome 

Grail in the U.S.!  

 

Registration form can be found on our webpage http://grail-us.org/wp-

content/uploads/2011/06/2011-General-Assembly-Registration-Form.pdf  
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Readers’ Corner 
 

Don’t forget to share what you are reading. Send an email to 
noreen@grail-us.org or give us a call at (513) 683-5750. 

 
Cincinnati Book Group Readings 

• September 1: A Prayer for Owen Meany, By John Irving 

• October 6: Life on the Color Line: The True Story of a 
WhiteBoy Who Discovered He Was Black, By Gregory 
Williams 

• November 10: The Last Report on the Miracles at Little No 
Horse, By Louise Erdrich 

• December: No Meeting 
 
Ingrid Farnham: 
The Road of Lost Innocence: The True Story of a Cambodian Heroine  
by Somaly Mam 
Spiegel & Grau, 2008. 
193 pp. 
 

I'd like to share news with you about a "must read" book I just 
finished:  "The Road to Lost Innocence" by Somaly Mam.   
  
Somaly was forced into prostitution in Phnom Penh at the age of 
15, and survived numerous beatings and abuse for 4 years, until 
she managed to escape.  Since then, she has helped more than 5,000 
girls - from Vietnam, Thailand, and other Southeast Asian 
countries, escape the prolific sex slavery trade in the region.  She 
has received awards from UNICEF, ECHO (a part of the UN that 
helps to rehabilitate women and children forced into the sex trade), 
and several European countries, with which she supports 
numerous centers in SE Asia for girls escaping from prostitution.  
At the centers, the girls are given medical care (many suffer from 
AIDS and TB), psychological care (many are so traumatized, they 

can't speak or trust anyone for years), and learn a trade such as tailoring, weaving, or 
hairdressing.  Other girls receive small grants to start a cottage business. Somaly has also 
received support from America, where she has founded the Somaly Mam foundation.    
  
She works tirelessly – despite threats to her life from the sex traffickers, for whom the sex 
trade is the next-most lucrative business after drug dealing – to appeal to the humanity of 
corrupt government officials and police.  In 2006, Mam was named a CNN Hero and a 
Glamour magazine Woman of the Year.  She received the World Children's Prize for the 
Rights of the Child and the Roland Berger Award for Human Dignity in 2008.  In 2009, she 
was named to Time magazine's list of the 100 most influential people in the world. 
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September 

6 Joy France 

 7 Lucy Jones 

 8 Sheila Nader 

 8 Emily Thomas 

 8 Virginia Deters 

 9 Frances McLaughlin 

 9 Rebecca Kremer Hill 

 9 Carolyn Vadala 

 10 Martha Heidkamp 

 11 Shellie Owens 

 12 Anne Mercier 

 18 Cay Charles 

 20 Alexa Kane 

 20 Joyce Asfour 

 23 Teresa Wilson 

 26 Mary Emma Kuhn 

 26 Pamela Cobey 

 27 Monica Erler 

 27 Audrey Sorrento 

 30 Ann Burke 

 30 Megan Monteleone-Morrison 

 

October 

1 Duanne Welsch 

 1 Jody Grundy 

 2 Margaret Kane 

 4 Lin Jacobs 

 4 Nancy Traer 

 5 Mary Kay Louchart 

 6 Jean Kearns 

 6 Maria-Emilia Thomas 

 7 Mary Bohlen 

Grail Birthdays – 

September-Early October 
We are trying to keep a running list of Grail 

birthdays. If we’ve missed you, we apologize, but 

it’s a work in progress and we’ll try to get them 

into Gumbo monthly. (Do make sure you fill in 

your birthday on your census form!) In the 

meantime, make a call, drop a note or send an 

email to a few of your sisters on their special 

days. 

  
This is an important book to read for anyone 
who wants to better understand how to fight 
against the brutalization of women and 
children (some of the little girls are sold into 
the trade as young as 6, as virgins are so 
highly prized that the pimps re-sew the girls 
so they can re-sell them as virgins, as much as 
4 or 5 times). 
  
The book was given to me by a woman who 
is organizing a mission trip to Cambodia, of 
which I will be part.  I dream of starting a 
business to help these women, such as by 
selling their woven and sewn garments in the 
West. 
  
May the choices we make create a better 
world for us all. 
  
Om Shanti Shanti Shanti, 
Ingrid 
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Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Renee Keels 

Alice Kelly 

Linda Kolts 

Maureen Laflin 

Mary Lu Lageman 

Joann Lamb 

Carol Hussong Leopold 

Lyllis Ling 

Angie Loecke 

Peggy Logue 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Monica Maher 

Gail Malley 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Carole Spearin McCauley 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Elizabeth McGivney 

Frances McLaughlin 

Anne Mercier 

Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 

Lydia Nieves 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Laura Pagoada-Mellado 

Shirley Piazza 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Lynn Robbins 

Elizabeth Robinson 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

Rosa Ruiz 

Marie Russell 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Eileen Schaeffler 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Dode Shepherd 

Carol Shields Siemering 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Audrey Sorrento 

Patricia St. Onge 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Emily Thomas 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Sharon Thomson 

Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 

Nancy Traer 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Carolyn Vadala 

Ruth Vargas 

Carol Webb 

Duanne Welsch 

Francine Wickes 

Jean Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Patricia Young 

 

GRAIL MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2011 

Total Member-Giving To The Grail:      $89,566 

All member categories: 140 (55%) 

Active: 97 (58%) 

Wider members: 16 (64%) 

Emerita: 26 (41%) 

National Fund: $47,186 

Grailville: $16,609 

Cornwall: $11,673 

Special Projects: $14,015 

Thank you to all of the Grail Members who have made a contribution this year, to National operations, 

Grailville or Cornwall or to a Special Project. If you have given and don’t see your name reflected here, please 

call the National office, (513) 683-5750. We’re working hard to make sure all of our information is correct 

and appreciate your help and your understanding. 

Members who have made their 2011 contribution between January 1-August 31, 2011
 Helen Adler 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Constance Barrow 

Carol Barton 

Shirley Beaupre 

Marcia Bedard 

Jane Bergquist 

Heather Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Pat Bell Bradley 

Rose Mae Broussard 

Wendy Budzynski 

Margarita Cabrera 

Penny Carr 

Jacqueline Carroll 

Teresa Carter 

Mary Ellen Clifford 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Rosa De Jesus Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Dottie Cortez 

Bethann Witcher Cottrell 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Ivette Diaz 

Patricia Dillon 

Mary Divito 

Patricia Dolan 

Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Dougan 

Monica Erler 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Kathleen Fisher 

Eva Fleischner 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Mary Gindhart 

Margaret Goederer 

Marian April Goering 

Elise Gorges 

Carolyn Gratton 

Lea Grundy 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Gwendolyn Hawk 

Jeanne Heiberg 

Martha Heidkamp 

Ann Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Rebecca Kremer Hill 

Cherie Holman 

Elaine Huber 

Anne Hurley 

Lucy Jones 

Sharon Joslyn 


