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International Comings and Goings 
Maureen Tate, International Council Representative 

Over the next few months several U.S. members will be experiencing the Grail’s 
international dimension in a variety of gatherings and programs. Promoting 
international exchange has been a priority internationally and more opportunities are 
emerging all the time. Some of these programs are trainings that involve country 
representatives. However, several others have been made available for those with 
interest and inclination to take advantage. We will continue to make these 
opportunities known through Grail communication venues. 

The Swedish Grail had extended once again an invitation for a Grail retreat in Sobrado, 
Spain, June 27 – July 3. Marian April Goering and Carol Siemering [see Carol’s report, 
p. 3] participated this year and several others have participated in former years. The 
Grail in the Netherlands developed a new international exchange opportunity this year 
for newer members or those without international Grail experience. They invited eight 
members from different Grail countries to come July 5-19 to meet Dutch Grail members 
and to learn about how the Grail started and grew from there as well as visit with 
members in Germany and Brussels to learn about their programs.  Liz Jones, of 
California, and Judith DeFour-Howard, of New York, are there now and we look 
forward to hearing about their experience next month.  

There are three Formator Trainings scheduled in 
upcoming months. These trainings are intended for those 
who are or will be involved in member development and 
formation in their countries. The first will occur July 23 – 
31 in Durban, South Africa for African countries. The 
next will take place October 8-16, 2016 in Golega, 
Portugal and it is intended for English-speaking 
Formation Team members from the rest of the Grail 
world (Europe, North America, Asia Pacific). We are 
pleased that Deborah Sullivan, chair of our Membership 
Development and Enrichment Team, along with Terri 
Carter and Pam Cobey, will experience this training and 
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Good News! 
The International Assistance Fund (IAF) 
Team is pleased to welcome Theresa 
Czerwinski, of Landsdowne, Pennsylvania, 
as the third member of the team, joining 
Anne Day, of Thornleigh, NSW, Australia, 
the chair, and Jeanette Loanzon, of Manila, 
Philippines. The International Leadership 
Team has appointed Theresa, effective 
immediately. 

This team administers the International 
Assistance Fund (IAF), launched at the 
International General Assembly in 1993 as 
a mechanism to provide financial support 
for older, retired Grail members in need 
and for members with inadequate income 
because of long-term disability in countries 
where provisions (either state or Grail) are 
insufficient. The IAF is seen as a practical 
expression of our mutual solidarity within 
the Grail. If you have questions either 
about this Team or about other 
opportunities to serve on International 
teams, contact Mary Farrell, International 
Finance Officer, mkf@puck61.net 

bring home new insights and strategies 
to stimulate our own process here in the 
U.S.  

There is excitement about a third 
training now scheduled for February 17-
26, 2017, in San Pedro Sula, Honduras. 
Participants will come primarily from 
the Americas, but some also from Africa 
and Europe. This program will have two 
major components: Skills needed for 
Formation of women growing into the 
Grail, AND Methods for Establishing the 
Grail in a new country. The program 
languages will be Portuguese and 
Spanish. The International Grail is 
grateful to Monica Maher, currently 
living in Ecuador, and Explorer Nelly del 
Cid of Honduras for hosting this training. 
We anticipate that this program will 
enable local women in Ecuador and 
Honduras to meet more of us from the 
International Grail and advance a mutual 
desire to see the Grail take root and 
flourish in these countries. It is not yet 
confirmed who from the U.S. will attend 
this program of those already involved 
in, or interested to develop, our U.S. Grail 
sponsorship of Ecuador [See the report, 
P. 5] and the emerging interest of women in Honduras.  

Another program has just been announced and may be of interest. Brazil is offering a 
program January 26-29, 2017, focused on social change methodologies and is open to 
all Grail women in the Americas. They hope to have two participants from countries of 
the Americas and Portuguese speaking countries of Africa. It is open to current 
members or those exploring the Grail who have not previously had an opportunity for 
this type of study that will include: Transformative/popular education; politics; 
economics; empowerment of women; people’s grassroots leadership and social 
engagement; solidarity economy; gender, race/ethnicity and class; use of new 
information and communication technologies to enhance work for social change; 
strategies for political, professional and community work as Grail; the Grail and 

mailto:mkf@puck61.net
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Front row Bibi, April, Chris, Carol. Back row: Margreet, Charlotte 

women’s leadership; and Spirituality as an underlying theme and core value.  The 
primary languages will be Spanish and Portuguese, although translation will also be 
made available.  

In addition to all of the above, the International Exchange Committee has been 
developing a process to facilitate connections between those seeking international 
exchange and those who have opportunities to offer. If you have an idea for hosting 
someone from the international for an exchange opportunity in the U.S., or if you would 
like to have an international exchange experience, please be in touch with myself or the 
National Office to learn more about what may be possible. There are, of course, forms 
and processes but we can help make sense of it all. Many members believe that our 
international dimension is one of the Grail’s greatest strengths. Developing meaningful 
relationships in an international community has its challenges but new opportunities 
are emerging and the benefits of these experiences are evident in the bonds among us 
that last a lifetime.  

 

The Retreat at Sobrado 2016 
Carol Siemering 

Before my sister died, I would go on many a cruise with her extended family and my 
grandson. A cruise is so relaxing because you are moored to the ship as your resting 
place and you make many ports of call where you are opened up to new lands, new 
adventures, new people. 

The Retreat in Sobrado is what 
I am calling my “spiritual” 
cruise: the monastery was our 
“ship” and the “ports of call” 
were all the wonderful people 
and experiences we were 
opened to. 

As has been the case for the last 
eight years, we were called 
together (through Bibi 
Helgesson) by the Swedish 
Grail acting as organizers. The 
theme this year was Voices 
from the Desert. There were 10 
of us—Grail and friends of the 
Grail. The four from Sweden 



Gumbo 7-2016  Page 4 

The Grail in the United States 

were Bibi Helgesson, Kerstin Jacobsson, Charlotte Uggla and Ulla Bengtsson. From the 
Netherlands, Chris de Leeuw and Margreet Van Leeuwen. From Portugal, Ticha 
Vasconcelos and Teresinha Tavares . From the United States, Marian April Goering 
and myself. 

The monastery is believed to have been founded in the 10th century by the 
Benedictines as a mixed order for both monks and nuns (living separately, of course). In 
the 12th century the monastery became Cistercian and continued the monastic 
tradition for centuries. The dissolution of the monasteries in Spain in 1835 put an end 
to the abbey, and the abandoned buildings fell into decay. However, in 1954 the 
Cistercian monks of Viaceli Abbey in Cóbreces began a restoration of the buildings and 
were able to resettle the monastery with a new community in 1966. 

We were embraced not only by the 
beautiful stone walls and arches of 
this monastery but also by the 
unparalleled hospitality and love 
of the monks who live their lives 
there. We were invited to join 
them as they sang of the Divine 
Office—matins, lauds, vespers and 
compline. And although I do not 
speak Spanish, I was continually 
moved by those recitations of 
psalms and hymns as the monks 

sang and spoke in their circle. Brother Manuel, one of the Trappist brothers who came 
when the community was re-founded and who was in a home nearby, died while we 
were there. We participated in the beautiful Mass and burial. He was buried in a simple 
coffin put into the ground in the monks’ little cloister enclosure.  

After breakfast, we spent the mornings together sharing different offerings brought by 
the women who came. These included reflections on our own experience of “the desert,” 
sacred dance, writing poetry, making mandalas, an introduction to the Desert Mothers 
and prayerfully and thoughtfully walking the Camino. The Camino or the Way is a 
pilgrimage that pilgrims have been walking since the 11th century. It begins in France 
and ends in Santiago de Compestela at the Cathedral of St. James. There are a number of 
routes and the Monastery is one of the official stops along the northern route where 
pilgrims can stay and get their Camino “passports” stamped. Every day, there were new 
pilgrims who came to the monastery. 
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The food was simple and delicious. Bread and 
jam for breakfast (I admit, I went across the 
street and bought some butter and some 
brought instant cereal to supplement the 
bread). We had soup for lunch and dinner and 
lovely vegetables and sometimes meat or fish. 
Always there was fruit. Eating together is 
always a sacred thing and the food lovingly 
prepared for us by the monks certainly made it 
doubly so. 

In the afternoon, our “free time” was often 
quickly filled with such things as the Mass and 
burial I mentioned earlier, a conversation with 
Carlos Maria, the Portuguese priest some of us 
originally met at the Grail Spirituality Forum in 
2006, a lovely long walk along the outside walls 
of the monastery, a tour of the monastery by 
one of the monks who was a native English 
speaker and, most wonderfully, a Eucharistic 
Celebration which was  celebrated by Bibi and assisted by Charlotte, both ordained 
Swedish Lutheran priests. The monks (who, it appeared to me, seemed entirely smitten 
by the Grail as a result of all those years of retreats and getting to know each other) let 
us celebrate it in the former Chapter House. A Grail atmosphere was created there as 
our mandalas sat at the foot of the communion table, wild flowers graced the table itself, 
and ivy was wound around the candle stands. Grail singing filled the air as we gathered 
in that circle of communion. 

The theme was desert but I for one (and I think I can say for all) found this retreat a 
wellspring, an oasis, a place to drink deeply. I encourage you all, if it is offered again, to 
participate! 

 

Welcome, Ecuador! 
Laura Kaplan 

It is with great pleasure that I write as one of the Grail members in the United States 
who has volunteered to support a group of women from Ecuador that seeks to enter 
into a Grail Explorer process. This group of women has been meeting regularly with 
Monica Maher, who has been living for the past several years in Quito, Ecuador. They 

Brother Lawrence and Marian April at the monastery 
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are indeed a growing group of approximately 25 women, with an average of about 12 at 
each meeting. 

This is a new experience for the U.S., as we have not previously undertaken the 
sponsorship of a new country in the Americas. It might seem unusual for the United 
States to be sponsoring Ecuador and not another country from Latin America. But with 
Brazil already engaged in sponsoring Paraguay as a Grail explorer country, and with the 
leader of the process, Monica, a U.S Grail member with deep connections to the Grail in 
the U.S., it makes a lot of sense. Many U.S. Grail members speak Spanish and work in 
Latin American communities, and have expressed an interest in facilitating the process 
with Ecuador. As part of our sponsorship duties, the International Council manual calls 
for international exchange between our two countries over a period of years. Already 
there have been exchanges with U.S. Grail members traveling to Ecuador (Tiffany 
Curtis, Theresa Wilson, Pam Cobey and Beth Rosen), as well as Ecuadoran women 
participating in International Grail activities, including the United Nations Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW) and the Cornwall Sacred Activism Program. 

Several of the women meeting in Ecuador come from indigenous backgrounds, and in 
different Grail meetings, such as the Sacred Activism camp that took place in Cornwall 
in the summer of 2015, have already shared their spiritual vision and indigenous 
cosmologies, enriching all present 
and broadening our vision of the 
world. Ecuador would become the 
first country with a relationship to 
the Grail from the Andean region. But 
Ecuador is more than just the Andes; 
Ecuador has a coastal region with 
many Afro-descendants, as well as a 
region that falls within the Amazon 
basin. Once part of the Inca Empire, it 
was colonized by the Spanish, but 
remains a rich compendium of 
indigenous cultures, with at least 13 
Amerindian languages spoken, 
including Quechua and Shuar. A 
country rich in biodiversity, it is 
perhaps best known for the natural 
treasure of its Galapagos Islands, 
where Charles Darwin conducted his 
research.  

Monica Maher, Milagros Klassen and Verónica Guajan Sanchez with 
the Grail cup in the Chacana or Andean cross, we prepared for the 
post-earthquake meeting 
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Regarding this new relationship between women in the Grail in the United States and 
women in Ecuador, Monica Maher says, “Especially in light of all the destruction that the 
U.S. exports, we are called to solidarity and community – as an obligation. If a country 
accepts U.S. Grail sponsorship, it is up to them. We are called as U.S. members to 
understand our privilege and choose to be allies as a community of the Americas. The 
Grail vision resonates and they want to be with us and we can grow immeasurably 
through this. Sensitivity is needed both ways, to walk together and to hold delicately 
what is bigger than us.”  

Indeed, this is an opportunity to establish solidarity in a divided world. We must be 
very cognizant of our power and privilege and very considerate at the same time as we 
support and honor the commitment, ownership and engagement as well as the 
formation of leadership, in this group of women from South America. 

As the Grail numbers in the U.S. are not growing rapidly, it is exciting to witness a 
vibrant group of women to our south interested in exploring Grail membership. Indeed, 
they form part of a new wave of Grail participation by women in Latin America. In 
addition to Paraguay, Honduras has expressed an interest in forming a Grail chapter, 
and a group of women there have been meeting regularly. Nelly Del Cid, their leader, is 
undergoing an Explorer process, also with the U.S. Grail, as she travels often to the U.S. 
through her work. There will be a Grail Formation training in Honduras from February 
17-26, 2017, in Spanish and Portuguese. The two major components of the program will 
include skills needed for formation of women growing into the Grail as well as methods 
for establishing the Grail in a new country. It is our hope that in addition to women from 
the Americas, as well as others from Africa and Europe, that our new Explorers from 
Ecuador will be able to participate. 

In future Gumbos, we look forward to introducing some of the women who are meeting 
in Ecuador. We will provide contact information in the hope that many of you will 
extend a personal welcome and initiate communications so this can be a learning 
experience for all of us. 

It is an honor and privilege to hold and accompany the women from Ecuador as they 
embark upon starting a Grail Explorer process. We have so much to learn from them. 
Welcome, Ecuador! 

 

Emily Thomas Honored with Lifetime Achievement Award 
Laura Kaplan 

On May 13, at the Riverside Church in New York City, four Grail sisters – Yvie Renda, 
Tegan Rein, Judith Brown Leigh and Laura Kaplan – had the honor of being present 
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Yvie Renda, right, praises Emily Thomas, left 

together with Emily’s family and friends as 
Emily Thomas won the Lifetime Achievement 
Award in Community Organizing from the 
Interreligious Foundation for Community 
Organization (IFCO), the organization that Emily 
has dedicated her life to for the past 20+ years. 
The award culminated an evening of awards to 
outstanding activists, and was a surprise for 
Emily, making it all the more moving. 

In presenting the award, IFCO noted, “Emily 
Thomas is a long-time friend of IFCO and 
supporter of the struggle for justice. Emily is a 
community activist who has put her heart and 
soul into building a more just society motivated 
by her deep-rooted commitment to the social 
Gospel.”  

Congratulations, Emily, on a well-earned award, and may IFCO and the Grail benefit 
from your boundless generosity, love of life, compassionate heart and organizing genius 
for years to come.  

 

Council and Grail at Grailville Committee 

Prior to the Council’s monthly conference call on July 6, the Council extended the 
following request to the Grail at Grailville Committee. 

 
Dear Grail at Grailville Committee, 
Now that the ballot on the south side is complete, and the Grail at Grailville Committee 
has reached the six-month point of its 12-month term, we need to hear of the progress 
of the committee on the Grail presence on the north side of O'Bannonville Road. The 
Council has its monthly meeting on Wednesday, July 6, 2016 and we would like a 
written report of the committee's work over the past six months including: 

• Budget for the committee's work this year 

• Outline of steps being taken to establish the Grail on the north side 

• Progress taken toward those steps and timeline of activities and dates for their 
completion 
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We invite two representatives of the committee to join the Council call on July 6th, 2016 
at 7:20 p.m. for about 20 minutes. We look forward to your written report by Friday, 
July 1. 

Loretta Rokey, Treasurer and GVIC Co-Chair reported on that meeting in the July 8 
National Grail News 

Two members of the G@GVC, Mary Lu Lageman and Joy France, joined the beginning of 
our monthly call. It is fair to say we have all been concerned that Council and members 
have not been on the same page regarding the goals for this important Grail work 
moving forward. We have also struggled with differing communication and work styles.  
 
The G@GV Committee hopes to engage with the GVIC and expand their scope of 
involvement on the south side. One strategy is to host additional partners/ lessors they 
feel are compatible with their earth/ land focus. They are also seeking experts to advise 
their work and plan to develop four sub-committees:  Land, Spirit, Social Justice and 
Finance. Success depends upon proper expertise, workers committed to carry it 
forward, and a wider vision. They hope to have a "skeleton plan" by September. Marian 
April will serve as Council's liaison to the G@GVC to receive regular communications 
and will engage with the Committee members at least monthly.    

  

Outreach & Making the Path by Walking: 
July Report from the Grail at Grailville Committee 

It’s said that the journey of 1,000 miles begins with a single step. What’s not said is how 
the next 999 miles progress. Was there a clear path to walk on? Did you have a map? 
Did someone tell you the way to go, or were you forging a new path? The Grail at 
Grailville Committee (G@GV) understands that we are in a new moment with distinct 
needs and opportunities. The Grail in the U.S. has accomplished a smaller footprint at 
Grailville by voting to reduce our land holdings at Grailville by more than 25 percent 
while welcoming new and permanent neighbors. These realities create a fundamentally 
new canvas at Grailville, and our planning for the future likewise aims for a new activity 
than we have experienced before.  

We cannot know all the variables that will be encountered in the five years to come, for 
which we are planning. Such uncertainty can be unsettling, but there is also much 
reason to hope. The Spanish proverb comes to mind, ‘se hace camino al andar,’ which 
means ‘you make the way as you go.’ This captures an essential truth: that the way to 
proceed with something, particularly something new and unknown, is to start doing it 
and learn from it. This has been part of our Grail tradition. When reflecting on Grail 
service over the decades, one elder member reminded the Cincinnati region that when 
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SAG was first conceptualized, a team was given two years to plan, test and learn how to 
implement the program. To think back on the past months and years, it’s a comfort and 
hope to know that while we have all tried to take steps forward, and sometimes 
stumbled, we have also learned much. A key way in which the G@GV has been learning 
this year is through outreach to the community, outreach to the national Grail, and 
outreach to potential national partners.  

In the local community, this committee has been in touch with numerous organizations, 
individuals and institutions. This includes but is not limited to ongoing conversations 
with Xavier University faculty, with whom we have partnered in the past and with 
whom we hope to deepen our partnerships in the future. Through ongoing 
conversations, the Cincinnati Permaculture Institute has expressed its interest in 
collaborating more deeply in the future. We have reached out to Clermont, Hamilton 
and Warren counties, as well as the City of Cincinnati, to learn about ways to participate 
in the Summer Youth Employment Programs offered through each of these government 
offices. This has resulted in two high school students from Clermont County starting 
summer agricultural positions at Grailville. Further, we have developed a partnership 
with Taking Root, a campaign to address the historic loss of the region’s tree canopy by 
planting trees along the Oratory drive earlier this year. This will be followed by a 
second planting later this fall.  

Since the vote on the Grailville south side was completed, we have also hosted a local 
outreach evening near the date of the Summer Solstice and formed a number of focused 
subcommittees related to land, spirit, social justice, and finance to research options and 
recommendations for mission-focused work at Grailville. Each of these subcommittees 
understands the need to plan for long-term fiscal and facility viability as it explores 
ways to release the creative energies of women to transform the world.  

To the national Grail, we recently distributed the first of what will be several surveys to 
assess the needs and capacities of national Grail work at Grailville. We have chosen to 
engage the national Grail in this iterative way, with multiple and increasingly-focused 
inquiries, so that we can learn from you all as much and as deeply as possible. Though 
one long needs assessment might have allowed for greater efficiency, we felt that a 
more gradual conversation-like survey process might enable greater and more 
authentic engagement, as the entire Grail community reflects, over time, what it wants 
and can support in the future of Grailville. Whether or not you were able to respond to 
this initial survey, which closed July 14, please look for future surveys in the weeks and 
months ahead. We welcome your thoughts, ideas and insights.  

Regarding national partnership, we have reached out to and even visited a number of 
organizations outside of the Cincinnati area. Through this outreach, Sr. Miriam Therese 
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 MacGillis, a member of the Dominican Sisters and co-founder of Genesis Farm in New 
Jersey, has offered her support in reflecting on the mission and vision of Grailville; the 
Ohio State University Extension remains a steady partner for planning future 
agricultural work; and The Food Project, a Boston-based nonprofit committed to 
educating youth about and improving access to healthy and sustainable food, has 
invited the Grail to attend one of its biannual training institutes to learn about their 
highly-successful organizational and educational model. 

These are just some of the many ways in which G@GV has been engaging in and 
learning from community outreach this year. In the months to come, we look forward to 

further dialogue with these many partners and with the entire national Grail 
community. This will include a working committee retreat in August as well as a 
celebration of the Feast of the Assumption, when we hope to welcome all Grail members 
and community partners to join in conversation about the road ahead. We will share 
more details on this celebration and conversation as they are finalized. It is our hope 
that in the months ahead, we can make a better road by walking together toward a 
sustainable future at Grailville.  

 
  

Tree planting group at Grailville: Grail members, staff, Boy Scouts, Taking Root, volunteers 
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Happy Birthday, Eva! 

Eva Fleischner turned 91 on July 7, 2016. Fourteen Grail people joined Eva for the 

noon meal at Pilgrim Place. Staff set aside tables in a secluded section of the assisted 

living dining room. Flowers sent by Marti and Jack Laubach decorated the table. We had 

special napkins and M&M favors for guests. The chef decorated the cake plate with 

“Happy Birthday” in chocolate and edible fruit. Nan Cooney found a wonderful little 

cappuccino cake that was large enough for three candles. They burned long enough to 

accompany the “Happy Birthday” song, led by Audrey Sorrento. Eva ate all that 

chocolate cappuccino cake with her old enthusiasm. Chuck Cooney passed around the 

picture of an Alaskan heron he colored for her and praised the craft as truly “stress 

relieving!” Jim Lamb, who sat at her right, brought a copy of her biography, In Search of 

the Sacred, by Herb Heavenrich, that she autographed. We all enjoyed the pictures of 

Eva and her family that are in the book. Eva said she had another bouquet in her room 

sent by Hans Fleischner, who, “was a good brother.” A closing song written by the 

Laubachs kept them and all her old friends present in spirit.  

  

Party attendees, seated from left: Jim Lamb, Eva Fleischner, Audrey Sorrento, Audrey Schomer. Rear, standing: Chuck Cooney, 
Donna Ambrogi, Nancy Traer, Sally Timmel, Peg Linnehan, Maclovia Rodriguez, Duanne Welsch, Virginia Bergfalk, Mary Gindhart, 
Nancy Cooney. Photo by Bob Traer 
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Collections Committee Update 
T. Rose Holdcraft and Lenie Schaareman 

1. During May, Becky Hill and Joy France identified furniture, Grail cups, 
decorations and other items for use of Grail@GV. Yes, more is still to be done, 
but this is a great beginning. 

2. The heritage/art group is identifying art/heritage items to retain and these 
items are being located to Robert Hall temporarily. More work will be done in 
July and August.  

3. We have been finding and organizing over the past months the numerous 
objects that were brought to Grailville by Grail members who worked overseas 
over the past decades.  A sampling of these items will be retained, the other 
items to be made available to Grail members prior to being auctioned off or 
sold to other interested parties.   

In the March issue of Gumbo, we proposed a review process for Grail members through 
August. Some of the items featured in the March and May issues, and all of the items 
featured here* are available to Grail members. If you are interested, let us know and we 
will keep track of those interested in specific items. If you are in the neighborhood and 
want to see what is available at Grailville, please inform Lenie Schaareman or Terrie 
Puckett to arrange a time to come.  

If there are more people interested in the same unique item, we might do a “silent 
auction;” details as to setting a minimum price need to be worked out. These items, if 
not sold in 2016, will likely be considered for inclusion in public sales/auctions or as 
need be in late 2016 or in 2017. There is still office furniture and other furniture in the 
Caravansary available as well.  There will be additional items and furniture available 
once all of the sorting is completed, and they will be featured in a future issue of Gumbo. 

Below are some examples of items for sale: 

*Note: you may get a warning about clicking, but you can trust the source of this document – The Grail 

 

Drum (A2015.010) of uncertain background and one small African tourist drum (A2015.018) (NOTE: There 
are two additional African drums that will be retained for heritage/art collection.) 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Collection-Item-Images.pdf
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Readers’ Corner 
Another in our periodic peeks into what Grail women 
today are reading. We look forward to hearing 
what you have on your bedside table or tucked into 
your “while-I’m-waiting” bag. Send an email to 
noreen@grail-us.org or give us a call at (513) 683-
5750, ext. 242. 

From Nancy Richardson 

Wisdom’s Feast: Sophia in Study and Celebration 
By Susan Cole, Marian Ronan, and Hal Taussig 
Berkeley, CA: Apocryphile Press, 2015.  
228pp. Paper. $19.95. 

My guess is that I am not the only “woman of a 
certain” age who has had the experience of 
reading a book about some aspect of “the women’s movement” and feeling as if 
someone else has written the story of my life, but managed to include stories that I 
had never known. One such experience for me was reading Gail Collins’ When 

Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of American Women 
from 1960-the Present. Another was reading the 30th Anniversary 
Edition of Wisdom’s Feast: Sophia in Study and Celebration by 
Grail member Marian Ronan, Susan Cole and Hal Taussig. One 
needs to read no more than the prefaces to the three additions 
(the second being on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the 
original 1986 publication), to get a sense of the movement from 
“re-discovering” – more accurately, naming, “this 
amazing…goddess of the Bible” to a recognition of the vast 
array of literature and spiritual practice that has grown up 
around this Sophia/Wisdom figure in the last 30 years. 

When the first edition of Wisdom’s Feast was published, I was not ready for it. I was 
working as a co-director of the Women’s Theological Center in Boston, an 
organization that described itself as multi-racial and anti-racist, “at once Christian 
and feminist.” I was in full retreat from the biblical literalism of my Southern Baptist 
background, and for me, theological language was about justice and liberation. 
“Spirituality” and “Jesus” language represented an other-worldly pie-in-the-sky 
religion, disconnected from real-life struggles. And yet, there I was, working with 

mailto:noreen@grail-us.org
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women who shared my commitments to justice and liberation – African American 
and white, Roman Catholic and Protestant – for whom that very language was both 
normative and sustaining. All of us were wrestling with Father-God language and 
patriarchal power in both church and society. These very issues were at the center of 
our Study/Action Program as we struggled daily to find “a common language.” 
And into this already complex mix came Sophia! I was definitely not ready for her!  

Nevertheless, I read Wisdom’s Feast, largely because the Study/Action program 
offered courses in feminist theology and feminist spirituality, but, honestly, I 
couldn’t get my head or heart around it. So, when the publisher of the 30th 
anniversary edition sent me a review copy, I was happy to re-read it. Having done 
so, I recommend it not only to those who have journeyed with Wisdom’s Feast these 
last 30 years through the development of feminist/womanist/mujerista 
spiritualities, but for those who are coming with fresh questions and new insights 
into shaping understandings of the movement of Spirit in our lives. 

After exploring the relationship of spirituality, feminism and Sophia in scriptural 
contexts as well as broader social and historical contexts, the authors of Wisdom’s 
Feast offer a series of outlines for participatory educational programs, based in part 
on workshops conducted at Grailville by Marian Ronan and the other authors of the 
book, offering participants an opportunity to become more acquainted with Sophia. 
Through both scriptural and personal experience as well as liturgies, sermons and 
rituals relating to Sophia, Wisdom’s Feast introduces the reader to Sophia – “a female, 
not unlike many others, repressed, misrepresented, avoided, truncated, and 
struggling to emerge once again from her own problematic history” who represents 
the possibility of a new “…‘role model’ at the heart of feminist spirituality, 
symbolizing as she does the connectedness between all beings.” (p.56) Although 
Sophia is named and praised in Hebrew and Christian scripture, she is rarely 
recognized in either Jewish of Christian religious practices. One reason for this is 
that practitioners of both traditions meet her as Wisdom, which is the transliteration 
of the Greek word, Sophia. For example, in the New English Bible, Proverbs 8:1 
reads “Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice?” Wisdom 
is more easily understood in this context as a concept than as a person. Yet, the 
passage goes on to say that she takes her stand in streets and cries out to all, and 
then the passage switches to first person narration “Hear, for I will speak of noble 
things.” (v.6) “The Lord created me at the beginning of his work…” (v.22) “When he 
established the heavens, I was there.” (v. 27) In Wisdom’s Feast, the authors are 
reclaiming this female image of God as a unique biblical person. Thus, in the 
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Proverbs 8 passage as well as in Ecclesiasticus 24, Sophia is co-creator of the 
universe. In reclaiming Sophia, then, the authors take notice of her many attributes: 
creator, wisdom, teacher, lover, tree, law….. While there are references to Jesus and 
Christ as wisdom in the New Testament, the authors acknowledge that 
understanding the significance and role Sophia is more complicated here. 
Nevertheless, they make a strong case for why her presence is important.  

At the time that the first addition of Wisdom’s Feast was published, new theologies 
drawing on women’s experience were being developed by African American, 
Latina, Asian and Asian American women as well as white women. The authors 
acknowledge that images of Sophia can be problematic in this regard as a danger is 
in seeing her as a “white goddess” who does not reflect the experience of women of 
color. To their credit, they take note of this, particularly with regard to their 
understanding of Sophia “as a figure who can heal the dichotomies that are tearing 
humanity apart….” (p.58) 

Through careful study, the authors reclaim Sophia’s place in scripture and history as 
well as demonstrating ways in which her presence has been suppressed by 
patriarchal power. Noting that the reason this work is so important is that “this 
suppression of an important mythic figure, and the attendant loss of her power, 
corresponds to the reality of the lives of many women.” Moreover, this 
marginalization is not just true of women, but is equally “true of all whose histories 
have been obliterated by their oppressors.” (p.68) 

It is precisely this point to which the title of this article, “Whoever Loves Her Loves 
the World” points: “Sophia’s central call, the call to participate in and understand 
the world.” (p.25) It is appropriate, then, for me to close with a litany drawing on 
images of Sophia and prepared for a liturgy celebrating urban life.  
 
Opening Liturgy                        (Adapted from Ecclesiasticus 24) 

Leader: Wisdom is telling her story in the midst of her people 
People: I came forth from the mouth of the most high, she says. 
Leader: Alone I searched for a place to rest. 
People: I looked everywhere to find a place to live. 
Leader: The creator of all things instructed me. 
People: Pitch your tent here in this place. 
Leader: So in the beloved city I took up residence. 
People: I have taken root in these people. 
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Leader: I have grown tall as an oak tree. 
People: I have taken on many colors. 
Leader: I have spread out my branches like a candelabra. 
People: My blossoms bear the fruit of openness and care. 
Leader: Approach and take your fill. 
People: Come and proclaim the Wisdom of being together in this city. 
Leader: Amen. 
People: Amen. 

Perhaps it is here that we can most clearly see Sophia as a figure who speaks to the 
Grail’s global and transformative mission as stated on the Grail website:  

The Grail in the U.S. empowers women to work for world transformation by: 

• building bridges among diverse faith traditions and spiritual paths 
• advancing peace, justice and a world free from military dominance 
• fostering international exchange and solidarity 
• challenging economic systems that put at risk the most vulnerable, especially 

women and children 
• creating communities for a sustainable future 
• celebrating the arts as a means for personal and societal transformation. 

Are we listening? 

 

Grail Birthdays 
 

July 
1 Marian April Goering 
1 Elaine Huber 
4 Rose Taul 
4 Renee Wormack-Keels 
5 Gloria Duday 
7 Mary Helen Adler 
7 Eva Fleischner 
9 Robin Sclafani 
12 Francine Wickes 
15 Constance Barrow 
16 Susan Becker 
20 Carol Skyrm 
20 Emily Snyder 
21 Carol Barton 
21 Virginia Bergfalk 

21 Beth Rosen 
22 Jan Weinkam 
 

August 
1 Harlene Bryenton 
2 Kathleen Fisher 
2 Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
7 Roberta Trombly 
8 Emilia Normandin 
10 Audrey Schomer 
11 Jacqueline Murray 
13 Mary Lou Ziga 
14 Elizabeth McGivney 
15 Mary Gene Devlin 
15 Alice Dougan 
15 Marie Sutter-Sinden 

16 Angelica Contreras 
16 Deirdre Cornell 
16 Shirley Piazza 
16 Barbara Waldron 
18 Kathleen Sellers 
19 Sally Timmel 
20 Mary Lu Lageman 
23 Mary Lou Armas 
24 Tegan Rein 
25 Rose Morin 
26 Trina Paulus 
27 Kate Devlin 
27 Natasha Velasquez 
28 Terri Guest
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Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Mary Lou Armas 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Judith Blackburn 
Teagan Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Terri Carter 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Rosa Contreras 
Angelica Contreras 
Nancy Cooney 
Vivian Corres 
Marguerite Coyle 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Jeanne Daniher 
Theresa Dardar 
Maria de Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Kate Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Alice Drefchinski 
Gloria Duday 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Joy France 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 

Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Margaret Goederer 
Claudia Gras 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Mary Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Beth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Anne Hurley 
Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Linda Kolts 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Maureen Laflin 
Carol Leopold 
Peg Linnehan 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Elizabeth McGivney 
Anne Mercier 
Jacqueline Murray 
Thanh Nguyen 

Emilia Normandin 
Karen O'Brien 
Mary O'Brien 
Laura Pagoada-Mellado 
Shirley Piazza 
Rita Ponessa 
Yvie Renda 
Nancy Richardson 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Rosa Maria Ruiz 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
Marian Schwab 
Jada Semidey-Green 
Carol Siemering 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Monica Thyberg 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Nancy Traer 
Kate Twohy 
Carol Webb 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 

Member Giving: January 1 to June 30, 2016 
We try to get it right, but sometimes we make mistakes. If you think we have, then let us know 
and we will happily fix it! Call (513) 683-5750, ext. 242 or email office@grail-us.org. 

 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 171 89 400 52% $49,460.00 
Emerita 63 20 65 32% $18,262.37 

Grand Total 234 109 465 47% $67,722.37 
 

Cornwall  $7,355.36 
Grailville  $6,435.13 
National Operations $39,290.51 
Special Projects  $14,641.37 
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