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Reflections on (and of)  

the 70-100 Gathering 
More than 70 elders from throughout the Grail world came together at the Jesuit Spiritual 
Center in Milford, May 17-31, 2013. Dozens of Grail members from the Cincinnati Grail region 
and throughout the US welcomed, provided rides to and from the airport, recorded oral 
histories of the elders, visited and just generally shared in the joy of the gathering.  

Loving the Elders 
Marian Ronan, United States 
From her blog, An American Catholic on the Margins of World Christianity 
 

Recently my esteemed companion, Keith A. Russell, and I drove out to southwest Ohio to 
visit with the 70-to-100-year-old Grail women who had flown in from all over the world for 
a gathering of “Grail elders.” Some of these women had an enormous impact on me when I 
was in college and in my twenties and thirties. At the risk of sounding morbid, I was a bit 
afraid that if I didn’t get myself out there, I might not have another chance, especially to see 
the ones who had come from Europe and South Africa and Australia. 

I “met the Grail,” as we say, when a Grail member gave a talk at my Catholic girls’ high 
school in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia in 1965. I began going to meetings at the Grail 

Floor: Carol Siemering, Helen Gomez, Barbara Rowe, Trina Paulus, An Van Tol, Prisca Nakitto, Mary Ferrer Nabukenya, Sharon Joslyn, Joyce 
Minkler. First row, seated: Shirley Beaupre, Fran Martin, Virginia Bergfalk, Anne Hope, Sally Timmel, Ann Burke, Mary Amimo Gak, Audrey 
Sorrento, Elise Gorges, Demmy Kangye, Carolyn Gratton, Francine Wickes, Mary Gindhart, Janet Kalven. Second row, seated: Mary Therese Coyle, 
Alice Dougan, Eva Fleischner, Peg Linnehan, Stephana Tikalsky, Una Mae Hargrave, Ceci Figueroa, Marita Estor, Sheila Hawthorn, Phily van Dijck, 
Christa Werner, Ruth Gallant, Monica Nguku Wayu, Teresa Wilson. Standing: Chris de Leeuw, Vivian Corres, Ada McDonald, Loek Goemans, Mary 
Clifford, Duanne Welsch, Thoko Makhanya, Elly van Leeuwen, Debora Schak, Nusia Matura, Pat Dolan, Teresinha Tavares, Gerda Kaufman, Ton 
Brouwer, Thembe (Jane) Ngobese, Mary Emma Kuhn, Nancy Cooney, Anne Mercier, Tomasia Santa Clara Gomez, Carla van Thiel, Marie Therese 
McDermit, Alicia Cameroa, Mary Kay Louchart, Lenie Schaareman, Donna Ambrogi, Daphne Tighe, Pauline Makwaka, Honorata Mvungi 

http://marianronan.wordpress.com/
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Deep Appreciation 

Joyce Minkler 
 
It was a wonderful, inspiring time with 
about 70 Grail women from 11 
countries.  You will hear more as the days 
go on, but for now, huge thanks to all the 
Cincinnati-area Grail members and to 
Grail folks who came from afar and 
worked so hard to get people to and from 
airports, to meet and greet, to run to 
stores for needed supplies, to sing and 
help create beautiful events within the 
Gathering, to join the group for the Open 
House, and to express deep appreciation 
to these elders for the legacy they have 
passed on to the next Grail generation. 
Special thanks to the staff at Grailville 
and the National Grail Office for the 
graciousness of their welcoming spirit 
during our visits to Grailville and all the 
support provided before, during and after 
the Gathering.  These  two weeks were 
really blessed with an extraordinary kind 
of loving energy that will stay with us for 
a long time. 

Center in Philadelphia, and then I 
visited Grailville, and then I went there for 
several summers while I was teaching the 
fourth grade, and then I joined the Grailville 
community and lived on the farm for four 
full years. There’s no way I would be 
anything like the person I am if I had not 
done so. And a number of Grail women who 
were in their late 30s and 40s when I was in 
my 20s were the most astonishing role 
models a working-class Catholic baby-
boomer could ever have hoped for. 
Somebody was always suggesting that I 
compile and edit a prayer book for the 
community, or go take a grant-writing 
workshop, or work up a feminist version of 
the Easter Vigil to celebrate during Holy 
Week. They helped me to believe that 
anything was possible. 

Forty years later, some of these women 
have left us. I walked down to the cemetery 
behind the Grailville Oratory one morning 
to have a chat with them. But lots of others 
were at the elders’ gathering, so I got to visit 
with them, and pray with them, and recall a 
wide range of amazing experiences we had 
shared. With Francine Wickes, my dear 
friend from Bangor, Maine, I recalled dancing to Pachelbel’s Canon during a liturgy in the 
Oratory, and I resolved to go up soon to interview her about the 20 years she spent with 
the Grail in Indonesia. With Carolyn Gratton, the gifted spiritual director and psychologist 
from Toronto, I recalled running a summer program at Grailville in 1975 where several of 
the participants who had come up from Louisiana played Miles Davis music on the loudest 
setting of their tape recorder for the entire month. 

I sat next to another old friend, Alice Dougan, 
during the Trinity Sunday liturgy. The priest, the 
Grail’s dear friend George Wilson, SJ, announced 
that instead of giving a sermon, he wanted us to 
talk with one another about an experience we had 
of the mystery of God. Al shared with me that her 
senior year in high school, she had been so deeply 
moved by Thomas Merton’s Seven Story Mountain 
that after graduation, she joined the Poor Clares, a 
contemplative religious order. She only lasted a 
year and a half, she told me–by then she had 
discovered that she was a “doer”–but in that year 
and a half, she learned how to pray . Something 
that came in handy during her six decades of Grail 

1 The Organizers: Carla Van Thiel, Netherlands; 
Christa Werner, Germany; Joyce Minkler, USA 
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service in Africa and the US, I’d 
warrant. 

Another person whom I had not seen 
in a very long time was South African 
Grail member, Anne Hope. During 
one of our conversations, I told her 
the story of how a Grail member who 
had influenced both of us enormously, 
Eleanor Walker, had become a 
Catholic. While she was a Ph.D. 
student in French at Columbia during 
World War II, Eleanor read a lot of 
French medieval literature, and 
decided she wanted to join the Catholic Church. This can sound pretty crazy now, but in 
those days, and for decades before, Catholicism’s medieval vision of the world attracted 
many people who were searching for an alternative to the increasing violence of modernity 
and industrialization. Eleanor went to the rectory at Corpus Christi, the famous Catholic 
parish at Columbia where Thomas Merton also was received into the church, and said she 
wanted to be baptized. The priest asked her if she knew a Catholic who could be her 
godparent, but she said no, she didn’t. Probably because she was a student in French, the 
priest at Corpus Christi gave Eleanor the phone number of Jacques Maritain, the famous 
French neo-Thomist philosopher who had fled Paris with his Jewish convert wife, Raissa, to 
escape the Nazis. Maritain did, indeed, serve as Eleanor’s godfather when she was baptized, 
and she went to the Maritains’ apartment for tea (well, wine, probably) every Sunday 
afternoon thereafter until the Maritains moved to Princeton. Anne Hope had never heard 
the story, and urged me to write my memories of Eleanor, who died in 1979. Anne herself 
had just finished her memoirs, including the story of how she had been forced to flee South 
Africa under apartheid because of her work with Steve Biko, the anti-apartheid hero. 

There were sixty-some women at the meeting, which means there are many more stories I 
could tell you, but it’s time for me to go slice the collards for supper. I’ll write another post 
soon. 

“Nakupenda sana!” -- “I love you very much!” 
Carol Siemering 

What a privilege, what a pleasure to have been a 
participant at the 70-100 gathering! Although I was 

unable to be there for the full time, I would like to 
share some of my impressions about it. This is not 
a “report” and it reflects only the time I was there 
and I know other marvelous things occurred after 
I left.  

First and foremost the absolute joy of being with my 
sister Grail members from around the world. How 

amazing! What beauty! Just look at the panorama 

2 South Africa: Thoko Makhanya, Sally Timmel, Thembe (Jane) Ngobese, 
 Anne Hope, Loek Goemans 

3 Eva Fleischner (USA), Tomasia Santa Clara Gomez 
(Portugal) 
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 that was taken of the group and you 
can see what I mean. And each of these 
women has a story…her story in life 
and her story in the Grail and it was 
marvelous that many got to speak 
about their lives in the Oral History 
Project which was a video project 
headed by Pam Cobey and Beth Rosen 
with their able assistants Nancy 
Richardson, Beth Wasmer and 
Maureen Tate doing photography and 
interviews. 

The Mass of Pentecost in the oratory at 
Grailville that first Sunday was another 

example of this awesome gathering. The 
music, beginning with the Veni Sanctus Spiritus sung before the Mass and all throughout 
bringing us all together so beautifully. Then the we prayed the Our Father together at the 
same time in our native languages which gave us the feeling of the gift of tongues 
experienced at that first Pentecost. We were bound together daily by the morning 
meditations in the wood lined chapel. There were other rituals and prayer services as well. 

And who could forget that phenomenal celebration of the 100th birthday of Janet Kalven! 
Complete with a video of her in her early days and riding on a sled at 99! Songs, dances, 
gifts were bestowed upon her and she was crowned in flowers. 

We had another most precious thing, thanks to those wise planners: Carla van 
Thiel, Christa Werner, and Joyce Minkler— time! Time to be together, to talk to walk the 
labyrinth, to pray together, to 
dance together. It’s true that our 
“free time” in the afternoon was 
filled with presentations most of us 
couldn’t resist—films of the early 
days in Australia, updates on 
current situations in different 
countries, Anne Hope’s trip to 
Italy where her father is so 
beloved, and Marian Schwab’s 
remarkable description of her trip 
to the Philippines using a 
multitude of scarves on different 
chairs and a blank screen to 
describe her journey (I guess you 
had to be there!). I understand that 
these wonderful presentations 
continued through the next week. These supplemented the topics we discussed in the 
morning. 

5 Hayride at Grailville with Pat Hill 

4 Dancing for the Open House 
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What moved me the most was having so much time to get to know my Grail sisters. My 
heart was so filled. This is what I leaned to say from my Kenyan sisters “Nakupenda 
sana!”—“I love you very much!” This is what I felt for all who were there including the 
wonderful women who were “backstage”—the helpers. 

Technology, Outreach, and Staying Connected 
Carrie Bowling, Membership and Outreach Coordinator 

During the 70-100 Gathering, I had a 
few opportunities to go over to the 
Jesuit Center and speak with different 
members, both national and 
international. One of those times was 
during an afternoon break, where I 
talked with women from Germany, The 
Netherlands and South Africa about 
reaching out to young women.  
 
As I munched down a couple brownies 
and sipped on my tea, I listened to 
Chris de Leeuw from the Netherlands 
speak about how she would love to 

have young people join The Grail in her 
country, but was unsure about how to 
reach out to them. She said the age gap has been a bit of an issue – more than half of Grail 
members in The Netherlands are over 80. They have invited young women to meetings, but 
haven’t been able to retain them. Chris explained that she had created a website, but 
wondered what other ways she could reach young women. She said she realized that social 
media was important, but she was not familiar with it. I shared what social media we use 
here in the United States and the kinds of programs I was working on to reach out to 
younger women. Throughout the rest of our conversation she and others showered me 
with questions, but they were all centered on was how they could use technology to tell 
younger women about The Grail.  
 
Later, when the 70-100 participants went on their field trip to tour Grailville, I was 
stationed in the House of Joy to have a relaxed discussion about membership within the 
United States. Anyone who was interested could come and ask questions. I shared some 
basic statistics of membership in the US and focused on new members. Again, questions 
started to pop up about how we, in the US, are using technology to reach women.  
Even some US members asked if we were using social media. I explained we have several 
social media pages and those links are at the bottom of the National Grail News each week.  
 
Then the conversation really started to pick up. Members were asking, “Does everyone 
know we have a Facebook? Do they know how to access it? Can I access it even though I 
don’t use Facebook?” The dialogue continued and progressed from discussing outreach to 
new women, to communications among Grail members. Amid all these questions, what 
kept arising was, “How we can use technology in the best way possible and how can we 
learn more about using them?”  

6 Foreground, from left: Ann Burke, Alice Dougan, Una Hargrave, Peggy 
Goederer, Carrie Bowling 
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From these conversations, I kept hearing that members want to know how to use social 
media to do outreach, even if they don’t use it themselves. And, they want to use technology 
to enrich their experience as members and use it to connect themselves to their Grail 
sisters. Members want to learn, but sometimes feel too overwhelmed by the new 
technologies to do it on their own. They want help.  
 
It seems clear that members want to be active in reaching out to new women in their 
communities, but they don’t feel they have the technological skills or tools to do so. So, how 
can we come up with a way to solve these problems? How can we use technology in the 
best way to enrich the member experience, and to also have it as a tool for outreach? After 
mulling over all these questions, I’ve come up with an idea that might work. I wonder if it 
would be helpful to create a video tutorial on how to use social media and other 
technologies of The Grail. This way, members could watch the video and get an 
introduction to things like the new Member Dashboard and learning the benefits of using 
social media. We need to give members the skills and tools to be effective as they do 
outreach in their communities and enable them to more easily connect with one another.  
 

“The Nightdress” 
Trina Paulus 

 

One of our beginning sessions put us in small groups to 
share the story of what attracted us to the Grail. When 
we came back to the whole, each group could share 
something significant. When one group representative 
finished, the others in the group, called out, tell the 
story about the “nightdress.” 

Both women named in this story were with us during 
these special days. 

While blacks were allowed to work in white homes 
during the day, they were not supposed to stay 
overnight. They were also not supposed to travel at 
night. At one point, Thoko Makhanya, ended up at our 
Grail house in Johannesburg at night and needed to 
stay over. She had no nightdress. Mary Emma Kuhn 
lent hers.  Several months later, this happened again to 
Thoko. 

She saw Mary Emma wearing the nightdress and was 
very surprised. She thought it would have been burnt. 
And then thought, “these are a different sort of white 
people!” 

For me, this story catches in its details the heart of 
what I think we wanted the Grail to be, and certainly 
during those awful days of apartheid’s ever deepening 

7 Thoko Makhanya,South Africa 

8 Mary Emma Kuhn, South Africa/USA 
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forced separation between white people and people of other colors, our team in South 
Africa was and is, exemplary. 
 
Although on the surface, I did not feel very emotional, I cried often during these days as I 
looked around and knew that each of these women had a profound and often heroic story. I 
feel so privileged to be one of them, and consider the decision to go to Grailville and give up 
a four-year college scholarship, the best decision I ever made. 

 
 

Janet Kalven’s 100th Birthday Celebrations 

Janet Kalven’s 100th birthday fell in the midst of the 70-100 gathering and she was 

delighted to be able to spend it with her long-time friends. Meg Bruck sends along this 

message: Janet enjoyed three 100th birthday celebrations and received greetings from 

many of you. Since she cannot respond to each person individually she dictated the 

following for general publication: 

 

Dear Grail sisters,  

Thank you for the 

wonderful cards. I'm 

organizing a booklet in 

which to preserve them and 

to keep track of your 

wishes as they come true.  

Love, Janet 
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Metanoia Weekend Cornwall, Spring 2013 
Carol Siemering 

 
Metanoia—change of heart, transformation.  

This weekend, in the glorious blooming, bursting spring at Cornwall, we explored how we 
were transformed, how we touched the holy through pray and play activities. The weekend 
was planned and facilitated by 5 Boston members; Pam Cobey, Mary Farrell, Beth Rosen, 
Katie Sellers and Carol Siemering as well as Lucy Jones from the Cornwall staff. 

We began with a simple Agape 
Friday evening followed by a time 
to share an object each brought 
that represented how she touches 
the holy through either prayer or 
play. These objects were set on the 
table in the middle. Usually when 
we do this the objects stay on the 
table but this time some were 
taken off and put back on as they 
were actually used during the 
weekend. This was just one 
element of the “lightness” of this 
weekend. 

As we planned and as we practiced 
we realized that often the line 
between prayerful and playful 
activities blurs. To give you some 
examples, we broke into groups in 
the morning for our Spiritual Practices of “Pray.” These were Walking in the Woods 
Meditation, Singing hymns, antiphons, rounds together, creating Mandalas. In the afternoon 
the Spiritual Practices of “Play” were Mindful Gardening, Middle Eastern dancing, and 
Making Pizza as a Spiritual Practice. 

Later in the day we reflected on our activities and dinner was the fabulous pizzas made by 
that group! After dinner, we gathered together to share our singing, dancing, stories and 
poems. 

Sunday we were led in a lovely ritual by Pam Cobey. We were given small wooden 
wreathes and colorful string and beads and asked to find objects to weave into a dream 
catcher which we later put on an altar in the prayer room. We gathered bits of the Cornwall 
spring and more. After readings and singing and prayers we shared with one another what 
our dream catchers represented. 

This Metanoia had its own unique character. It was relaxing, “light,” as I said above, very 
little left brain, lots of fun but was no less deep and heart-changing for all of that. 

 

Metanoia Attendees: Front row: Simonetta Romano, Marian April Goering, Linda 
Kolts, Carol Siemering, Mary Gindhart; Second row: Sharon Thomson, Pam Cobey, 
Beth Rosen, Loek Goemans, Katie Sellers; Back row: Lucy Jones, Carol Skyrm, 
Mary Farrell, Joy Garland, Debra Silvestri, Anelise Sharmase.  Photo by Dan 
Goering 
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Carol Skyrm & The Stillman Sisters 
 

How appropriate for the Cornwall 50th 
anniversary year! The Stillman sisters, whose 
house became the Phoenix, were painted when 
they were young women - you may have seen a 
small photo of their portrait at Cornwall. 
 
Imagine my surprise to see the portrait up close in 
the new exhibit of the Brooklyn Museum's 
American collection this past weekend! The 
portrait has some damage - someone took it out of 
the frame and folded it at about hand level, so 
there are surface blemishes in the lower portion - 
all the more interesting that the curator thought it 
worthy to be among the very small number of 
portraits they are now showing. Don't know how 
long they will have it on display, so if you are 
interested, go see it now! 

 
 

We Still Need Your Biography 
The Membership Development and Enrichment team is still compiling members’ biographies 
to create a Grail directory. We have already received several biographies, but we want more! 
Thank you to all the members that have already sent theirs in. For those of you who have not 
sent your biography in, don’t worry, you still have time. 

In May’s Gumbo we showed the biographies of Judith Blackburn and Nancy Richardson as 
examples to give you an idea of what to include. In order to continue to spark creativity, we 
have two more examples this month. Thanks to Marian Schwab and Carolyn Gratton for 
their submissions and we look forward to receiving even more from those of you haven’t sent 
yours in yet!  

Please remember to make sure that your biography is about 350 words and you attach a 
photo. Send biographies and pictures to the National Office at office@grail-us.org or by mail 
to 932 O’Bannonville Road, Loveland, Ohio 45140. We can’t wait to read yours! 

Carolyn Gratton has been an active participant in the Grail for 60 years. Her Grail work has 
included 12 years of agriculture, drama and learning at Grailville and at Gabriel House in 
Cincinnati. There she was responsible for formation of young people and international 
students in a variety of educational situations. She spent the next 20 years studying 
psychology plus teaching and doing spiritual guidance and becoming co-mother of a family 
of six in Pittsburgh PA.   

Since returning home to Toronto, Canada, she found herself responsible in a variety of 
educational involvements in India, England, Australia and as well as in Canada. She also had 
three books published on spiritual direction, became coordinator of 41 Contemplative 
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Outreach groups in Ontario, spent 8 years teaching and creating courses in Continuing 
Education at St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto.  

Her large downtown apartment over the years grew into a center for men and women 
interested in spiritual growth, and receiving spiritual direction. There were all kinds of 
participants and visitors sharing meals, friendships and praying together. 

After two strokes forced Carolyn to step down from many of these situations, the Grail, 
Centering prayer and friendships with people from all these groups continue to create new 
life and much gratitude for all that has been and continues to be in the amazing wonderful 
life that God has given to us all 

 

Update: St. Teresa of Avila School for Girls, Tanzania 
Margarita Shirima, For The Grail in Tanzania 

Grail members and friends have contributed 
thousands of dollars over the past several years to 
support the work of the Grail in Tanzania, especially 
St. Teresa, and to help build a new maternity ward 
for the dispensary.  

Please convey our gratitude and thanks to all Grail 
members and their friends who took the initiative 
to contribute for the Grail Tanzanian projects. "May 
God bless all of you." 

I promised to write about the school and maternity 
ward progress. At present we have at Kisekibaha 14 young Maasai girls who are in different 
levels of learning, from pre-school to elementary school.  There could have been about 20 
by now, but six went back to their families as they could not contribute for soap and other 
small things. Two completed Form 4 (secondary education) at St. Teresa and they want to 
join the Grail for formation, but they will continue with (school) if they can. 

In 2012, 56 girls from St. Teresa sat for the National examination and they all passed. The 
results are as follows: 

 2 students scored division 1 (first class) 
 22 students scored division II (second class) 
 17  students scored division III (Third class) 
 15  students scored division IV (Pass) 

No one from St. Teresa of Avila failed the examination. The school itself ranked: 

 10th position out of 277 schools in the Region    
 47th position out of 3,392 schools who did the examination in Tanzania. We are 

among the schools which performed well. 

Our plan is to open Form V and VI in July 2013. We are now in the process of constructing a 
Hostel (dormitory) and science laboratory, making chairs, tables and beds for them. This 
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year, the school registered 120 girls for Form One and the total number of students now is 
more than 400 students in Forms I to IV. Academically school progress is performing well. 
The school has 18 teachers (3 are Grail members) and 17 non-teaching staff,  4 of whom 
are Grail members. 

Medical Clinic and Maternity Ward 
The clinic is called Neema RC Dispensary. It was started July 1999 by the initiation of the 
villagers of Mwanga, requesting the Grail community to start a Dispensary which would 
render health services of good quality to them. By responding to their needs, The Grail 
Community under the Catholic Diocese of Same decided to build the Dispensary. 

The services rendered include out-patient and in-patient departments, laboratory and 
dental services. As the days went on, there was a need to serve women and children, so we 
bought an old building for maternity which needed a great renovation. Through your 
support and other friends, we are now in the process of renovating it. We finished the walls 
and roof but due to low income from the dispensary we could not continue. We need 
support to finish with the floor, water system, electricity installation, hospital beds, 
mattresses and pillows, delivery beds, suction machines, oxygen concentrator/cylinder, 
trolleys and refrigerator. 

Our staff at the dispensary are underpaid. They are not happy and some moved to other 
clinics. If we are able to finish the maternity ward and get enough beds, our dispensary 
would be promoted to a Health Centre which will need to have hospital operating theater 
plus equipment.  The Medical District officer is encouraging us to finish the maternity ward 
in order to declare it a health centre which is higher than a dispensary. The hospital 
operating theater is very important when a woman cannot deliver normally. The closest 
one is 30 kilometers away and the road is very rough.  

We are so grateful for your support. 

 

Election: US Rep. to International Council 
Grail members should have received an electronic or printed ballot for the election of one U.S. 
Representative to the International Grail Council (IC Rep). Below are the biographies and photos 
of the candidates. Ballots must be submitted by Friday June 21. If you have not received a 
ballot or you have any questions, please contact the National Office, (513) 683-5750 or 
office@grail-us.org. 

Pam Cobey 
My name is Pamela Cobey and I have been a member of the Grail for 
about 4 years.  Within the Grail, I find myself at home.  Though I am a 
recent member, my own spiritual, social action, and feminist 
journeys have paralleled that of the Grail for the past 30 years.  I 
lived and worked in community in the South Bronx as a visiting 
nurse with Dominican Sisters of the Sick Poor in the mid 1980's. I 
was a member of Pax Christi and Bread for the World at that time. I 
entered the Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters of Monroe, MI in the 
late 1980s. I studied art and theology. I have a BFA in visual arts with 

mailto:office@grail-us.org
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a focus on installation art and have an MDiv with a focus on feminist theology. My thesis 
was on the silencing of Brazilian eco-feminist theologian, Ivone Gebarra, looking at the 
question of church authority in light of the absence of women's voices. Currently, I have a 
private practice as a psychiatric nurse practitioner doing mindfulness-based therapy and 
psychopharmacology. My nursing background is extensive. Having worked in hospice 
administration, I have a comprehensive understanding of issues related to death and dying 
and the use of hospice.  

My involvement in the Grail has included regular participation in the Boston Grail, planning 
for 2 Cornwall Metanoias, co-presenting a workshop on mindfulness at a National 
Gathering, co-facilitating a liturgy at a National Gathering, writing for Gumbo, and serving 
on the Membership Development and Enrichment Team. These past weeks, I have had the 
considerable blessing of being a part of a team that was privileged to gather oral histories 
from women at the 70-100 gathering. I can say that I am willing to serve as needed with 
dedication and reverence for our wonderful women all over the world and I am committed 
to the work that the Grail has been doing. I see Grail work from many perspectives and 
believe that that work varies from country to country, region to region and person to 
person.  

What are the most important issues facing the Grail in the US? What skills/ experiences would 
you bring to Council that will help the US Grail address these issues successfully? 

Some of the most important issues facing the Grail in the US today may include making as 
clear as possible our current and perhaps subtle purposes and working across differences 
in traditions, practices, ages, regions, and persons; welcoming newcomers and making 
room for their gifts, caring for and sustaining each other, becoming clear about the 
purposes and use of our properties, and financial sustainability and maintenance of our 
properties. Dealing with conflict may not be our strong suit. It may be a time of/for 
renewal. In terms of skills that I might bring to these areas, I can only say that I bring 
honesty, whole-heartedness, wide vision, diligence, and a multitude of skills gained over a 
life-time of work and study in areas including nursing, psychotherapy, theology, spiritual 
direction, art, and sociology. I do believe that holding the differences that we have, and 
relating to each other across them with reverence and respect, though challenging, is 
potentially the greatest gift we have to offer to a world that is sorely in need of good 
models.  I believe the world needs the Grail and I am very grateful for the privilege of being 
a part of it. 

What are the most important issues facing the international Grail? the Grail in the US? 
What skills/ experiences would you bring to the International Council and the US Council that 
will help the Grail address these issues successfully? 

As for the International Grail, issues seem to vary country to country. In some countries, 
Grail work is very clear--Grail women are present to women who are suffering from the ills 
of poverty, drought, hunger, and blatant misogyny, supporting them in their struggles for a 
better life. Those countries need younger women to follow in their footsteps to continue 
their great work. In other countries, there is a struggle for relevance--the more concrete 
work has been accomplished. Is the Grail needed? Is it relevant? Is it time to close the 
doors? Or, I wonder, is it that the work is more subtle and difficult? Perhaps in these 
countries, the position of the Grail might be more similar to the position of the Grail in the 
US. The US is multicultural by design--in spite of how poorly we carry it off. The need for 
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learning to do that well is clear. But we also need to do that as a world. I wonder if a more 
intentional joining of country with country might facilitate that important work. The skills I 
bring to these areas are the same as those listed above.  

In terms of international work, I have spent time in Mexico in the 1980s and 1990s and El 
Salvador and Nicaragua during the war in the 1980s. I did oral histories and photography 
in Hungary and Romania in 1993 with nuns who functioned in the underground between 
1945 and 1989. I have a minor in Latin American studies. I can say that holding the stories 
of Latin Americans who benefited from leftist political movements and Eastern Europeans 
who were oppressed by them is complex. These past few weeks, I volunteered to be part of 
a team to do oral histories for the Gathering of the 70-100 year-old women in the 
International Grail. Their stories were remarkable--clear, to the point, profound--and I have 
a deep appreciation for all of them. Another experience that may be helpful in my work 
with both National and International Grail, is that I did my internship for my MDiv at 
Boston's Women's Theological Center (a center that is dedicated to working across 
differences) and later, served on their board. 

Laura Kaplan: 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself to you as it is an honor 
and a privilege for me to now be an official member of the Grail. 

I had the good fortune to be born into a socially conscious family. 
From my parents I learned that another more equitable world isn't 
only possible, but that it is a moral imperative to use our lives as an 
instrument to bring it about. I went on my first peace rally in 
Washington, D.C. against the Vietnam War when I was 6. When I was 
7, I was handing out flyers at the local A&P in support of a strike by 
Cesar Chavez and the farm workers. (To this day I always think twice 

before I buy red grapes). Because my parents wanted me and my sister to learn tolerance 
and respect for people of all races, we moved to the integrated community of Englewood, 
NJ where I attended integrated public schools. 

While at college I spent a year living in Bolivia, South America. After graduation from 
college, I worked for many years as a community organizer and then as a union organizer. 
For six years, I taught English as a Second Language at Hostos Community College in the 
South Bronx. In 2008, I decided to pursue a doctoral degree in Urban Education from the 
CUNY Graduate Center. I am studying how the education of Spanish-speakers in the South 
Bronx has developed since the 1960’s. 

Starting in my 20's, I began to explore the spiritual side of my identity. After much seeking, 
developed a personal practice of yoga and meditation which has brought me much peace 
and well-being. Never in my life had I been part of any religious institution, and my 
skeptical nature made me leery of any formalized religion or group. My reference to the 
Divine was something I pursued on my own. 

In 1995, I went on a Pastors for Peace Friendshipment Caravan to Cuba. Visiting Cuba was a 
life-changing and life-affirming experience for me. There I saw a new model of how a 
society can operate for the best interests of its people. The goodwill and life energy of the 
people I met there gave me renewed faith that a better world is possible on this planet, 
both on a material and a spiritual plane. 
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Through my contact with Pastors for Peace, I met Emily Thomas who introduced me to the 
Grail. From the first time I visited Cornwall, I felt a feeling of warmth and acceptance. 
Finally I encountered a group of women in this country who shared my values. I felt like I 
had come home. What a new and most treasured experience for me to be part of such a 
group of women! Being part of the Grail has allowed me to overcome my fear of organized 
spiritual groups! 

I look forward to giving what I can of myself to the Grail in the years ahead, and in turn to 
receive the spiritual enrichment from my Grail sisters that will allow me to continue my 
work for a more just and sane world. 

What are the most important issues facing the international Grail? the Grail in the US? 

One of the most important issues facing the international Grail is the same as that facing the 
Grail in the U.S.: Continuing to be a movement that attracts women so that the Grail can 
grow and thrive in the future. This is an issue that the US has tackled with success over the 
last few years, and we need to share our experiences, ideas and strategies for building our 
movement with our sisters in the international Grail. 

Another major issue for the international Grail is communication. How can we as individual 
Grail members meet and form bonds of friendship and understanding with Grail members 
in other countries? Our international dimension is one of our greatest strengths and riches 
as an organization. How can all Grail in the U.S. members participate in this dimension on a 
more personal level, even if they do not have the opportunity to travel abroad to meet Grail 
sisters from other countries in person? I would like all Grail in the U.S. members to 
experience the blessings of happiness and friendship that come from communion with 
international Grail sisters that I have had the opportunity to enjoy. 

One of the biggest and most important challenges that the Grail in the U.S. faces is not only 
to grow in number, but to grow in diversity.  

What skills/ experiences would you bring to the International Council and the US Council that 
will help the Grail address these issues successfully? 

I have lived abroad in Bolivia, South America and from that experience bring with me a 
knowledge of life in a third world country. I also speak Spanish and Portuguese, skills 
which can help facilitate my communication with Grail sisters around the world. I served as 
a translator at the International General Assembly at Grailville, participated in the Grail 
International Spirituality Forum in Portugal in 2007, attended a Grail International 
Leadership Formation Program in Belo Horizonte, Brazil in 2008, and attended the Grail 
Women in the Americas meeting last year in Mexico City where I also helped with 
translation. I am now on the US leadership team of Grail Women in the Americas. 

Katie Sellers: 
I grew up in Loveland, Ohio and attended St. Columban Parish and 
school. I joined the Grail in 2010, having been shaped by the Grail 
my whole life through the community of Grail women and families 
(especially Schickels) around Grailville. From Loveland, I moved to 
Boston, where I completed an undergraduate program in Theology 
& International Studies (2009) and a Master’s degree in 
Theological Studies, concentrating in Ethics and Human Rights 



Gumbo 6-2013  Page 16 

The Grail in the United States 

(2011).  Between these programs, I spent part of the summer of 2009 in Mexico City, 
hosted by the Mexican Grail, where I worked with local Grail to compile a history of the 
Grail in Mexico.  In my life as a student, I have been fortunate to pursue my commitment to 
global justice and human rights through research and study in India, Rwanda, Italy, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, and El Salvador. Since graduating, I have worked as an immigration 
paralegal in Boston and continued my Grail formation through the Metanoia program at 
Cornwall and participation in the Boston Grail community.  

I am twenty-six, and as a young American woman and a young woman in the Grail in the 
U.S., I believe the Grail offers a spiritual community and a sense of social purpose and 
intergenerational, ecological perspective that is sorely needed in our culture and our world. 
I want deeply to introduce more women to this community, especially more young women, 
so that they can experience and be transformed by the living witness of Grail life. This 
living witness has taken shape at various times through education, liturgy, the arts, ecology, 
and social outreach. I would like to explore how we might continue to build on this 
tradition to invite more women to participate in the work and community life of the Grail.  

In January this year, I was fortunate to be able to serve in a secretarial capacity at the 
Grail’s International Council meeting in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. Through this experience, I 
was able to meet Grail sisters from around the globe, listen to their stories and learn about 
their needs and concerns for the Grail and Grail work in their regions. It was inspiring to 
hear firsthand about the successes and challenges of our Grail sisters internationally. I 
learned there is a great deal that we struggle with in common throughout the Grail, and 
very much which we can learn from one another to better respond to these challenges. 
Facilitating such dialogue, communicating between the ILT and US Council, is a key 
responsibility of the representative to the IC, and it is a service by which I feel inspired and 
to which I feel called at this time in my life.  

It would be a privilege to respond to that call by serving the Grail as the US representative 
to the International Council and as a US Council member.  

Maureen Tate: 
I have been active with the Philadelphia Grail since joining the Grail 
in 1982. I first met the Grail in the early 1970’s and participated in 
the Semester at Grailville program in 1974. My husband and I have 
raised four children who are now grown. My educational background 
is in Theology and, over the years, I have worked in campus ministry 
as well as a variety of parish-based ministries and am active in local 
women spirituality groups as well as the Women’s Ordination 
Conference. In recent years, I have been intensely involved as a 
community leader and organizer focusing on issues of community 
development in our very urban Philadelphia neighborhood.  

In the Grail, I have held a variety of positions of responsibility and leadership. I worked as 
the Resource Manager and later Coordinator of Unified Program Planning (UPP) for 
approximately six years when I then joined the US Council in 2003 with responsibility for 
programming. I served on our US National Leadership Team from 2005 through 2009. 
During some of those same years, I also served as Director of the Women’s Institute for 
Social Transformation, a national Grail program building on the Grail’s experience with 
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popular education and Training for Transformation. I am currently involved as the Chair of 
our Elder Care Work Group.  

With respect to international activities, I was a representative to the International General 
Assembly in 1993. I attended the International Grail Network Forum in South Africa in 
2005 for the Training for Transformation and Grail Women with Children Networks. I later 
returned to South Africa in 2006 to participate in a Thinking Well Consultation on 
Popularizing Knowledge at our Grail Centre in Kleinmond. Through these experiences I 
have had opportunities to observe and participate in activities and decision-making at the 
international level. I have also treasured relationships formed with Grail sisters in other 
countries. As a member of the US Council, I also engaged with our leaders at the 
international level on issues relating to centers, program and policy. If members so choose, 
I welcome an opportunity to deepen these experiences by working with our Grail sisters 
internationally to strengthen and grow our movement here and around the world. 

Regarding our challenges internationally, I think the International Grail, in most countries, 
is challenged to reach out to younger women and to find specific ways that women can 
meet and join the Grail, especially where there is no visible center or Grail-identified work 
or project. Many members share that they experience our internationality most 
meaningfully when they form relationships with women from other countries through 
face-to-face interaction but it will be increasingly difficult to do this strategically with 
limited financial resources. While it seems that we share similar concern about the most 
critical global issues we need to find ways to harness our knowledge, passion and people 
resources internationally to make an effective response. I feel these challenges are similarly 
experienced by the Grail in the U.S., in addition to that of the ongoing sustainability of our 
centers. It is my hope that some of my skills and background in popular education, program 
development and organizational capacity building may be useful in meeting these 
challenges. 

Grail Birthdays: May & June 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

JUNE   
1 Marian Schwab 
3 Carol White 
5 Brigitte Cicero 
6 Ana Flora Anderson 
8 Carol McDonnell 
11 Claudia Gras 
12 Judith Blackburn 
20 Shirley Beaupre 
21 Pat Bradley 
21 Brigid Hill 
24 Theresa Czerwinski 
29 Marie Russell 

JULY   
1 Elaine Huber 
1 Marian April Goering 
1 Reina Estrada  
4 Rose Taul 
4 Renee Keels 
5 Gloria Duday 
7 Helen Adler 
7 Eva Fleischner 
7 Ivette Diaz 
9 Robin Sclafani 
 
 

 
12 Francine Wickes 
15 Constance Barrow 
16 Susan Becker 
20 Carol Skyrm 
20 Emily Snyder 
21 Virginia Bergfalk 
21 Carol Barton 
21 Beth Rosen 
22 Jan Weinkam 
25 Abiellyah Dafetta
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Grail Member Giving, January 1-May 31, 2013 

131 Grail members have contributed $104,438.18 thus far this year. Thanks! 

57% of Active members 
43% of Emerita members 

Giving by Fund: 
Bronx Programs    $1,315.00 
Cornwall General Fund   $5,998.50 
Grailville General Fund  $25,422.00 
National General Fund  $59,788.34 
Special Projects   $13,229.34 

 
Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Mary Lou Armas 
Joyce Asfour 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Shirley Beaupre 
Marcia Bedard 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Margaret Bruck 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy  Burger 
Mary Ellen Camele 
Penny Carr 
Terri Carter 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Ann Marie Czyzewski 
Theresa Dardar 
Helen Davis 
Maria De Groot 
Judith Defour-Howard 
Dora Estela Mena Delancey 

Virginia Deters 
Catherine Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Patricia Dolan 
Gloria Duday 
Monica Erler 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Eva Fleischner 
Joy France 
Frances Frazier 
Ruth Gallant 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Elise Gorges 
Jody Grundy 
Terri Guest 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Dawn Helfand 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Anne Hurley 
Kay King Jakob 
Lucy Jones 
Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Jean Kearns 

Renee Keels 
Alice Kelly 
Linda Kolts 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Maureen Laflin 
Viola Lafosse 
Debra Lambo 
Angie Loecke 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carol McDonnell 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Lydia Nieves 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Rita Ponessa 
Dorothy Rasenberger 
Nancy Richardson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Loretta Rokey 
Marian Ronan 
Elizabeth Rose 
Beth Rosen 
Rosa Ruiz 
Theresa Sapunar 
Lenie Schaareman 
Elizabeth Schickel- 
   Robinson 

Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Carol Siemering 
Bernice Belair Sisson 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Maria-Emilia Thomas 
Stephana (Mary Ann) 
    Tikalsky 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara B. Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Ruth Vargas 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Jay Williams 
Teresa Wilson 
Jean Wilson 
Sharon Wood 
Claudia Yamasue 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


