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Sustainability Heroes: Mary Lu Lageman 
Mary Gindhart 

Mary Lu Lageman, Farm 

Coordinator at Grailville is 

being celebrated as a 

Sustainability Hero at Xavier 

University in Cincinnati for 

her life and the values she 

embodies. Mary Lu’s story is 

being told in an exhibit at 

Fenwick Place on the Xavier 

University campus. The 

opening reception on October 

21 was attended by students; 

faculty; area sustainability 

activists including Jim and Eileen Schenk of Imago and John 

Howland; and Grail members including Terry Marshall, Becky 

Hill, Lenie Schaareman Elizabeth Robinson, Julia Almaguer 

and Mary Gindhart. 

The students had many questions for Mary Lu. One asked, “Why 

does she say that the environment is in a spiritual crisis?” Mary 

Lu replied that she has realized in her life that the way a person 

relates to the earth is a spiritual question for the person, which 

has consequences for the environment. 

The caterer for the reception introduced the food being served: 

soup and salad made with ingredients fresh from a local market 

and bread, cookies and cider from a local bakery. 

Mary Lu’s relationship with Xavier University will continue. She 

will mentor two students doing sustainability projects in the 

coming year, Edith Delgado and Liz Tate. 
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In Loving Memory 

Helen Davis, Oct. 8, 1928 to September 12, 2013 
A liturgy for Helen Davis will be held at the Church of Our Saviour/ La Iglesia de Nuestro 
Salvador, 65 E. Hollister St. Cincinnati 45219, at 11 a.m. on Saturday, November 2, followed 
by a lunch party . 

Judith Blackburn 
Twenty-five years ago Helen invited me to attend a program at Grailville, which I had never 
heard of even though I’d lived in Cincinnati 15 years.  Helen and I were good friends and active 
laywomen at the Church of Our Saviour at the time.  We were both English teachers (she taught 
English at Sycamore High School, I at Northern Kentucky University) and we both loved to 
discuss the novels we were reading.  I trusted her judgment and responded to her invitation to 
attend a program on feminist theology, thus opening myself up to participation with her on the 
Women Task Force (WTF), my first experience of Grail teamwork and program-planning. 

Helen’s primary commitment was to her church community, and she saw the Grail as an 
extension of that kind of inclusiveness.  She was very committed to women’s empowerment and 
to international solidarity.  She made several trips to Central America in support of people 
displaced by war during the years that the U.S. was covertly involved there, and she helped 
sponsor refugees.  Always precise and a stickler for details, Helen had a great feel for liturgy as 
well as for literature.  She led an effort within the WTF to take time out to study Black women’s 
literature in preparation for doing more programming on race back in the ‘80’s and ‘90’s.  We 
both especially loved Toni  Morrison’s work and celebrated together when she won the Nobel 
Prize for Literature. 

Helen suffered from various infirmities in her later years, but she stayed informed on the great 
social events of the day and stayed connected with her extended family and friends.  I shall miss 
her great spirit and her wise insights now that she is on the other side. 
 

Monica Cavanaugh Erler, Sept. 27, 1922 to Sept. 28, 2013 

Obituary: Monica Cavanagh Erler 

founded first women's shelter 
JOY POWELL , Minneapolis Star Tribune  

Long a soft-spoken fighter for justice and peace, Monica Cavanagh 
Erler was a founder in 1974 of Women’s Advocates, the first shelter 
for battered women in the country, fellow advocates say. 

In 1982, she led a hard-nosed charge to change federal regulations 
and won funding opportunities for women and for battered 
women’s shelters throughout the nation that had never before been 
possible. Erler, of Little Canada, died Sept. 28. She was 91.  

Through her funding strategy — which she took all the way to 
Washington, D.C. — Erler helped shelters pay off mortgages. 

http://www.startribune.com/bios/10645696.html
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That enabled more to open and serve an 
overwhelming demand, say fellow 
advocates. 

Later in her career she worked with 
parents at risk of abusing their kids. As 
program director of Parents Anonymous, 
then a peer support network to prevent 
child abuse, she reached out to parents at 
meetings statewide. Her husband, Art, 
recalls driving her from town to town, until 
her retirement in 1990. 

“Together, we expanded chapters and 
regionalized the delivery system, and 
Monica was in charge of the regional 
offices,” said Joci Tilsen, who in the late 1980s was executive director of the nonprofit. “It was a pleasure to 
work with her because she was smart and efficient and thoughtful and cared deeply about the humanness of 
every woman and every family.” 

In 1941, Monica met Art, a DeLaSalle High School student, while they shared lead roles in a play at her school, 
St. Anthony High. 

They married in 1945. While rearing six kids, she attended St. Catherine’s University and earned a degree in 
humanities from the University of Minnesota. 

Monica Erler was long involved in The Grail, a faith-based women’s organization, and traveled to conferences 
to promote peace, justice and renewal of the earth, said her daughter, Mary Peters. 

In the 1960s, Erler became a feminist. She campaigned for Democrat Eugene McCarthy during his 1968 
presidential bid. 

She met lawyers involved in the campaign, including the late Ken Tilsen, and worked for him as he defended 
American Indian Movement followers during the Wounded Knee occupation. His daughter, Joci, became Erler’s 
lifelong friend, as did another women’s advocate, Pat Murphy. 

They formed a collective which, in 1974, opened the nation’s first shelter for battered women and children, 
Women’s Advocates, in a big house they renovated on Grand Avenue. Later, they bought a neighboring house 
and connected them. 

In 1982, Erler worked with Minnesota Women in Housing to change federal regulations and allow battered 
women’s shelters to receive Community Development Block Grants for the first time. The change also granted 
women who were leaving shelters priority status for housing subsidies in the community, Murphy said. 

“Importantly,” she added, “Monica went on to provide the leadership and direction that qualified Women’s 
Advocates as a housing option eligible for federal housing subsidies for each woman and family housed in the 
shelter.” 

Erler later expanded her pilot project, Murphy said, “providing ongoing funds for operations and capital 
projects for battered women’s programs throughout the country.” 

Erler is preceded in death by son, Laurence; parents John and Catherine Cavanagh; and siblings Catherine, Leo 
and Margaret. Survivors, in addition to spouse Art and daughter Mary Peters, include sons Stephen, John, 
David and Jeremy; 10 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.  

This article first appeared in the Minneapolis Star Tribune: http://www.startribune.com/local/226605921.html 

Janet Kalven on Monica 
Monica was an extraordinary woman and a cherished 
friend.  I remember her as a valiant woman. I always 
think of her as a person of great courage and 
commitment.  She also had great common sense. You 
could never put anything over on Monica!  

Monica was a great feminist and she made a 
significant difference in the lives of many 
women.  She had no illusions, and she helped bring to 
light the violence women experience at all levels of 
society. I treasured Monica's friendship and I admired 
her. 

http://www.startribune.com/local/226605921.html
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Starting A New Jersey Grail Circle 
Debra Lambo 

At our last National gathering Emily Thomas handed out a list “How to start a Grail Circle;” I 

held it, filed it away thinking this may be useful one day. . . Can’t find the list but the idea stayed 

with me.  I think that was three years ago?  Opening a Grail Circle in Princeton seemed like a 

good idea, we all have lots of good ideas; I stored this one knowing when the time was right it 

would happen.  The right time presented itself when I met Martha Andrade-Dousdebes through 

our local Move-On Council and Mary Clurman at a neighbor’s party.  As I shared stories about the 

Grail with Martha and Mary each expressed an interest in different aspects of the Grail.  In the 

process of planning a Grail space for us to meet and introduce them to the New Jersey Grail 

women, other women in my life also expressed an interest in coming.   

On July 26, elmira Nazombe, Carolyn Vadala, Trina Paulus and myself welcomed five women 

interested in exploring The Grail, Sydelle, Una McGurk (joined by baby Lucy), Laurie, Lenore and 

Martha, to my home in Princeton.  In the planning, we knew we wanted to give an “experience” of 

the Grail.  We did what we do in the Grail:  we shared about ourselves and what was most 

important to us at this time in our lives; the Grail women shared their experiences of being a part 

of the Grail; we sang and ended with a potluck dinner.   

As I think about what comes next, Carolyn Vadala  expressed it best in an email she sent after we 

met, “I do not think we can ‘create’ a Grail group;  it’s artificial . . . maybe the group creates the 

Grail.  If your group is spiritually bent maybe asking Laurie to do the Friday night Sabbath ritual, 

see what spurs from there.  Just gather . . . give them respite, give them love . . . share. . And who 

knows  . . .” 

Yes, who knows? While at a local book store recently I picked up a book by Julia Kristeva, the 

French-Bulgarian philosopher and leading French feminist as well as a convert to Catholicism. 

She writes: “If we no longer believe in God, we must believe in human destiny and creative 

possibility, reclaiming Christianity’s openness to questioning and the search for knowledge.”  I 

thought I would use this as a touchstone for the kind of space I imagine creating.   

 We planned to meet again…and the wife of a friend also asked to join us, stating it’s just what I 

need in my life right now.”   

So, thank you Emily for the encouragement and support.  Thank you Trina, elmira and Carolyn 

for being here and helping to make it happen. 
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Grail Work in East Africa 
Marian Schwab 

 When Grail members tell me wistfully they remember the days when The Grail worked 
directly with women and girls, I always wish they could see The Grail in East Africa: schools in 
Tanzania and Uganda; livelihood training for women in Kenya: medical services in Tanzania. I 
had an up-close look at some projects late this summer that convinced me even more that The 
Grail in the U.S. should find the way to stand in solidarity with The Grail there.  They are doing 
the kind of work many of us wish we could do. 
 Marian April McConeghey Goering and her husband Dan Goering and I had traveled to 
Tanzania for the big celebration—the 50-year Jubilee for Imelda Gaurwa, the first Tanzanian 
Grail member; and the nucleus dedication of five other, younger Grail members.  (Mindy Burger 
and her husband, Denny, had just returned home after three weeks there.) On the day of the 
celebration, the dancing, praying, singing, eating, drinking and gift-giving (including a stove 
carried overhead in a dance and five goats led in on tethers) kept the estimated crowd of a 
thousand busy from morning until late at night.  Kisekibaha had never seen such a celebration. 
 Because every Tanzanian Grail member was on duty for the day, I spent time hanging 
around with another visitor, Elemina Musundi from Kenya.  She told me about the livelihood 
project the Grail in Kitale has been running for nine years, wearing out sewing machines, irons 
and embroidery machines along the way.  They teach women tailoring, along with sewing and 
machine embroidery.  Fabric is widely available but ready-made clothes are not: dressmakers 
are in high demand.  After a two-year course with the Grail, village women are skilled enough to 
set up a small business and support themselves and their families. 
 Two days after the celebration, all the day’s guests had gone home; so after a full day of 
recovering and helping to clean up, the international visitors got use of the van and started 
visiting.  We went first to Mwanga to see the new maternity ward at The Grail’s Neema 
dispensary. What in the U.S. would be regarded as a small hospital, the dispensary offers a wide 
range of diagnostic and treatment services to people in the area.  The nearest alternative for 
medical care is miles away – not expressway miles, but unpaved, deeply rutted-road miles.  Even 
for healthy people in vehicles, the bruising travel experience is exhausting, but it’s excruciating 
for those who are injured or in labor. 

 The demand for maternity services had 
seriously outgrown the available space. So the 

Director, Dr. Cecilia Assey, had her eye on a 
long, free-standing, empty building on 

adjacent property.  Scraping together 
money from donations, grants and the 
pitifully small patient fees, Cecilia and 
her staff had managed not only to 
purchase the building but to install a 
whole new floor, plus modern windows 

and doors.  Inside walls are now pale 
yellow, the floor a dark green, and outside 

stucco is brick red.  The new maternity 
ward is beautiful but so far, empty.  Getting 

beds and equipment is the next challenge.  The 
women in surrounding villages are 
clamoring for it to open. Marian Schwab with Clothilda Bukirwa of Uganda. Marian April McConeghy 

Goering, behind, with Dan Goering. Photo by Carol Webb. 
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From the dispensary, we took off for the St. Teresa of Avila Secondary School, in sight of Mount 
Kilimanjaro.  After an all-school assembly (hundreds of uniformed girls standing in the sunny 
courtyard while we addressed them from the shade of the veranda) and then a meeting with 
faculty members in small groups, we toured not only the classrooms but the huge, newly 
completed, all-purpose building.  Passing through a hallway of administrative and counseling 
services with small signs posted (“No English, no service”), we followed the headmistress, 
Zenobia Mlacha, and the business manager, Maria Goretti Semvua, into two other buildings 
under construction – one an expanded dormitory with a large atrium, another a house for Grail 
members on the staff. 
 By the time we returned to Kisekibaha, we were greeted by some of the little Maasai girls.  
Just outside the gates of the Grail center is Chekechia, a combination residence and pre-school 
for 15-20 young girls The Grail in Tanzania has agreed to raise.  Feliciana Kulayo lives with the 
girls and acts as their teacher, mother and advocate. When school is not in session, excited little 
girls chase wandering village goats out of their garden. 
 This new project is a spill-over from the adult education Honorata Mvungi has been doing 
with the Maasai tribe for some years, where female genital mutilation (FGM) is still practiced.  
Even though FGM is now illegal in Tanzania, Maasai tribesmen have held onto the tradition, 
knowing that it greatly enhances a daughter’s acceptability as a wife.   They also fear that, if they 
stop the practice, the ancestors will curse the village, since the tradition has been handed down 
from the ancestors. 
 Maasai women are considerably less enthusiastic about the practice than are their 
husbands.  They know from first-hand experience about the pain, the damage to the girl’s organs, 
the tearing and bleeding during childbirth, and the risk not only of HIV/AIDS transmission but 
death.  For this reason, mothers have talked their husbands into sending some young girls to The 
Grail to be raised, since there’s no way to protect them from FGM at home.  According to their 
agreement with The Grail, when the girls are accepted, Maasai families are supposed to send 
money periodically for their support, but money is difficult to extract from the father, since he 
has not received anything in return. 
 Dido on the mountain, the next day, was the last stop on my series of quick visits to close-
by Grail projects.  After a two-hour, bone-rattling ride up the mountain’s rocky roads – we were 
in a van, but Grail members routinely climb it on foot – we reached what Dutch Grail member 
Ton Brouwer kept referring to as “the end of the world.”  With spectacular views of the valley 
below, Dido is the place for first experiences of community life and work for the newest 
members of the Grail community.  (After a year of Dido training, teenagers graduate to two years 
of real formation down the mountain at Kisekibaha.)      
 April was in her glory, telling stories of her experiences in the 1970s, climbing the 
mountain with bags of cement balanced on her head like the young Tanzanian women with her.  
So much had happened since the days when they were first establishing a Grail presence at Dido.  
Leokadia Malley is in charge of the program today.   
 It was such a short time I spent in East Africa, and yet I learned so much about the work of 
Grail women there.  I came home, as Mindy has said, proud to call myself their sister.  Even more, 
I returned pondering how we in The Grail in the U.S. could express in tangible ways our desire to 
stand in solidarity with them, as they reach out to so many women and girls with the gifts The 
Grail can bring.  

Mindy Burger will be offering a session on her Trip to Tanzania at the National Gathering, 
Saturday, November 9th, from 10:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
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Politics & Spirituality (P & S) 

members gathered to discuss our 

relationship to the national Grail, 

the Movement Building Scenario, 

and other questions of interest to 

the Grail. When asked our 

individual motivations for being in 

The Grail, every person said 

explicitly or implicitly that finding 

"community" is a strong motivator. 

One challenge we face is bringing 

new women into The Grail; although 

we often know politically-engaged 

women, it can be harder to find 

those who seek a spiritual group for 

solidarity. 

Politics & Spirituality Group Gathers in New York 
Carol Skyrm 

 

Grail Women at the Frackdown in New York 
 

 

  

From left to right, top: Brigitte Stark-Merklein, Lynne Boyle, Julia 
Kristeller, Ana-Maria Cardenas (a first-time visitor), Deborah Silvestri, 
Emily Thomas. Middle row: Jackie DiSalvo, Laura Kaplan, Lillian Wall. 
Bottom:  Joy Garland, Carol Skyrm and Tegan Rein. Photos taken by 
Joy Garland and Carol Skyrm 

From Ieva Zadina: New York Grail women at the Frackdown October 19 -- Daniele 
Gerard, Wenonah Hauter (author of Foodopoly and Chair of Food & Water Watch), 
unidentified, Carol Skyrm, Mary Fordham, Joy Garland, Lynn Boyle, Marian Ronan. 
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Grailville Advisory Group 
Becky Hill 

 

The Grailville Advisory Group had its initial meeting on Sept 7, 2013. These are all folks I have 
asked for help.  They all love Grailville and wish to support me in thinking clearly and creatively 
about its future, and have agreed to meet quarterly. 
 
Each member has offered their skills and talents to help build the Grailville of the future:  
Valerie Macarie, whose business developed the new Grailville website last year, is using her 
public relations and marketing background to coach us on strategic marketing and thinking 
about connecting with folks through Grailville’s 70th Anniversary in 2014.  
 
Wendy Budzynski, Terri Carter and Keith Russell are consulting about Grailville’s finances and 
management.  Pat Hill and Noreen Willhelm provide advice on farm and land management.  
Marian Ronan’s Foodopoly study reminds us of the relevance and importance to the 
environment of proper stewardship of the Grailville farmland. Tom Bible, University of 
Cincinnati architecture professor, is exploring an inter-disciplinary Studio/Seminar in which 
architecture and market analysis students and faculty would engage with us at Grailville on a 
collaborative process to explore possible strategies for building/rehabilitating a building at 
Grailville to “Living Building Challenge” standards. Tom has counseled me to make sure that we 
do sufficient market research to know whether there really are customers that would be drawn 
to Grailville because it had a “Living Building” before we designed one!   
 
I am full of gratitude for the help, advice, encouragement and good sense they bring to 
thinking about Grailville’s future. I am constantly made aware through the many challenges that 
Grailville faces, that it is only through the grace of God that we go forward. 

  

Grailville Advisory Group, left to right: Tom Bible, Pat Hill, Noreen Willhelm, Marian Ronan, Keith 
Russell, Becky Hill, Terri Carter, Wendy Budzyski, Janine Melink Hueber, Valerie Macarie. 
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Grail Food Justice Report - November 2013 
A Brief Overview of The History of U.S. Farm Bill 

Sharon Joslyn 

The pathway to the development of the U.S. Farm Bill can probably be traced to the arrival of the 
“conquerors” on the shores of the “new world” where they found sustainable communities. With 
“progress” came the use of food as a commodity and a profit-making item for commerce. 

Today the Farm Bill is the primary agricultural and food policy tool of the federal Government. It 
is reviewed by Congress about every five years. The last Farm Bill was authorized in 2008. The 
importance of the Farm Bill lies in its connection to international trade, environmental 
conservation, food safety and security, war efforts and the viability of rural communities. It deals 
with agriculture (specifically subsidies and land usage) as well as all other items under 
surveillance by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). Prominent among these 
items are the School Lunch Program and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), formerly known as food stamps. 

Farmers had long been suffering great difficulties when, in the 1920’s, large surpluses of farm 
produce had been accumulated as a result of farmers’ attempt to compensate for falling food 
prices by increasing production. 

Under the Roosevelt administration the Federal Surplus Relief Corporation was established to 
purchase farm surplus and to distribute it to the many needy unemployed. In 1935, when the 
crisis ended, so did the federal program. It was then transferred to the USDA. The USDA, noting 
the poor nutrition of children, decided to send the surplus food to schools. Thus began the School 
Lunch Program. These programs also afforded employment mostly to women who were deemed 
unfit to participate in the Works Program Administration (WPA). By 1942, the School Lunch 
Program employed 64,000 persons and supplied lunches to more than 6 million children. 

The first Food Stamp Program was started in 1939, credit being given to the then Secretary of 
Agriculture, Henry Wallace. Those on relief could buy orange colored stamps to the amount 
equal to their normal food costs. For every $1.00 worth of orange stamps they received fifty 
cents of blue colored stamps. Orange stamps could buy any type of food. But the blue stamps 
could only buy from food determined as surplus by the USDA. 

The Food Stamp Program suffered many adjustments through the years to finally become what 
we now know as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) of the 2008 Farm Bill. It 
is SNAP that is now the subject of intense negotiations. 

It is not possible in this brief account to amplify the many implications and actors in the history 
of the Farm Bill. These few words are only to highlight some of the ways this Bill is so urgent for 
ourselves and to hint at its role in land usage and international trade agreements. 

Credit for information gleaned must be given to writing from Foodopoly, by Wenonah Hauter; Food for All, by Janet 
Poppendieck; and Wikipedia. (Submitted by Sharon Joslyn, Food Justice Team) 
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Readers’ Corner 
 

Sister Trouble: The Vatican, the Bishops, 
and the Nuns 
Marian Ronan. Amazon, 2013 
Ieva Zadina 

The three section titles of Marian Ronan’s new 

book give an idea of its contents: I. The Vatican, the 

Bishops, and U.S. Catholic Sisters, 2009-2012. II. 

Understanding the Conflict. III. Why I Care. In this 

short book is a great deal of historical knowledge, 

critical thought, poetic feeling and humor. Not 

only humor but comic vision, by which I mean a 

mode of imagination that engages the most finite, 

most concrete, least magical, least ideological 

aspects of experience. 

Marian maintains a blog titled "An American Catholic on the Margins of 

World Christianity." A number of sections in Sister Trouble are taken from 

there, as well as from earlier articles. That blog title is suggestive of her 

perspective in this and her other books – of someone who is not sure 

where she wants to belong, yet deeply loyal to places and persons of her 

past. She remains an American Catholic but one who is in mourning for 

the losses that followed soon after Vatican II. Her lucid writing carries 

passion and urgency as events develop between 2009 and 2012 regarding 

the “visitations” and “assessment” of American nuns. She makes no bones 

about her personal emotion; she sides with the nuns. But for me this in no way detracts from 

her clear-sighted critique, and I think that is because she delves for truth in the finite, not in 

any ideology. By the finite I mean realities such as body, gender, sexuality, power and 

patriarchy; renewed assaults on women; lifelong influence of women on our lives. 

The book compels me to think about commitment and loyalty. Marian states: “I am a life-

long Catholic; the cross is at the center of my imagination.” Moreover: “Truth in advertising 

requires me to begin by saying that I have boundless respect for American Catholic sisters. 

These women built the American church with virtually no compensation.” I think Marian is 

loyal especially to suffering, the cross. Yet her other icon is a statuette of Joan of Arc 

(executed in 1431, canonized in 1920), who leads us in refusal of gender limitations. Sister 

Trouble is a tribute to all women. I see reflected there loyalty to our Grail mothers, who knew 

enough to keep a distance from the Vatican and the bishops, and I can hear an implicit call 

for commitment to the work they began. 
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Marian understands those who abandon the Church. She herself has no choice but to stay: 

Her forebears are the Famine-Irish, and when she skins her knee, she still calls out, “Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph!” The section “Shall we give up on Rome?” ends with another question: 

“Would we be losing something here, or gaining a whole lot?” The rebel in her is confronted 

by St. Mary MacKillop of Australia (excommunicated 1871, canonized 2010), who endured 

ecclesiastical abuse with love, prayers, and work serving the poor. Mary MacKillop’s 

description of her awareness of the presence of God amidst humiliation makes real to me 

what Jesus had in mind when he spoke of turning the other cheek. As Marian ends her 

description of MacKillop’s life, she poses one more, not entirely rhetorical, question:  

What would it mean if progressive Catholics today could respond with the kind of love 

MacKillop manifested in the face of various maddening acts by the bishops and the pope? 

Maybe we too would be canonized someday. 

Though a Protestant, I want to remember this as I advocate against my current enemies, the 

transnational corporations and trade agreements such as the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

Marian’s previous book, Tracing the Sign of the Cross: Sexuality, Mourning, and the Future of 

American Catholicism (2009), introduced me to four writers with significant, sometimes barely 

visible, Catholic roots. Last week, I heard one of them, the poet-essayist Richard Rodroguez, 

speak at Union Theological Seminary in New York, at moments with high seriousness, at 

others with the skill of a stand-up comic as he unraveled or knit together complex themes in 

a stream-of-consciousness style. For one thing, he sees the beginnings of gay liberation not at 

Stonewall but in the nineteenth century -- with the suffragettes and with the Catholic nuns 

who ran hospitals and schools. Rodriguez is a gay man of Mexican heritage who might have 

plenty of reasons to feel alienated from Catholicism, yet in his language he seems to embrace 

everything and deny nothing of his experience. He considers himself Irish because of the 

Irish sisters who taught him, forcefully insisting that he learn English well enough that in 

consequence he was prepared for study at Stanford University. Rodriguez likewise identifies 

with all the other ethnicities among whom he lives his life. Nor will he deny his Catholicism. 

Nothing has robbed him of his boyhood experiences of mystery within the Church, as when 

standing by a grave during a funeral. Both in Rodriguez’s high seriousness and his comic 

mode, I see a hopefulness grounded in finite reality, a “hopefulness that calls for 

inconvenient kinds and quantities of courage; it requires first that we search what is out there 

to find if there is some way or place we may thrive, and then that we change, or at least 

abandon our pretensions, in order to fit into that place.” (I am quoting here my quite clearly 

secular college literature professor, Edward Galligan, explaining the Jesuit philosopher 

William Lynch’s theory of comedy.) I see this kind of hopefulness in Sister Trouble, Marian’s 

gift of gratitude to the nuns who educated her, and a gift also to her Grail sisters, past and 

future. 

Sister Trouble is available through Amazon, http://www.amazon.com/Sister-Trouble-Vatican-Bishops-
Nuns/dp/1484197925/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1380565441&sr=1-3&keywords=sister+trouble  

http://www.amazon.com/Sister-Trouble-Vatican-Bishops-Nuns/dp/1484197925/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1380565441&sr=1-3&keywords=sister+trouble
http://www.amazon.com/Sister-Trouble-Vatican-Bishops-Nuns/dp/1484197925/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1380565441&sr=1-3&keywords=sister+trouble
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A Higher Call 
Adam Makos and Larry Alexander.  
Berkley Caliber, 2012 
Jean Wilson 

In September a small group of book-lovers met in the coffee house at 

Grailville to discuss A Higher Call by Adam Makos and Larry Alexander. 

It is a nonfiction account about an encounter between two enemy pilots 

whose lives collided in the skies over Germany in World War II. Some 

people refused to read a book about war but those of us who did found it 

inspiring. The American, Charlie Brown, was a farm boy from West 

Virginia who was the pilot of a B-17. The German, Franz Stigler, was a 

former pilot from Bavaria opposed to the war but forced to fight. 

The book tells their story as fighter pilots. Some of it is about the hazards 

faced by all fighters and their thoughts and feelings. But it is also very personal. The main 

event is an encounter over the North Sea. What happened would change their lives. It was 

classified as "top secret." If mentioned, Franz would face a firing squad and Charlie would be 

discharged. 

Naturally, much of our discussion was led by the few of us who personally remember WWII. 

We all learned a great deal about life in Germany and especially the circumstances of living 

as a defeated country. As a teenager during the war, I never gave a thought to the life the 

Germans were forced to live. Many of them were not Nazi followers and opposed to Hitler 

and the war.  

 
 

Grail Birthdays: November - December 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

NOVEMBER 

1 The Grail  
4 Marcia Bedard 
7 Maclovia Rodriguez 
7 Mary Gindhart 
9 Mary Therese Coyle 
9 Jenna Messier 
14 Josephine Drabek 
17 Alice Drefchinski 
17 Linda Kolts 
18 Rose Mae Broussard 
19 Elizabeth Heidler

21 Maria Sanchez 
28 Carol Webb 
29 Meg Bruck 
 

DECEMBER 
4 Beth Wasmer 
5 Mary Kay Delgado 
8 Helen Culleton 
11 Penny Carr 
12 Jay Williams 
13 Viola Lafosse 
13 elmira Nazombe 

14 Gail Malley 
18 Mary Divito 
19 Joyce Minkler 
19 Julia Almaguer 
22 Jean Wilson 
22 Lea Grundy 
28 Bethann Witcher Cottrell 
29 Taya Doro-Mitchell 
29 Carol Nosko 
29 Nancy Richardson 
30 Patricia Dillon 
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The Grail in the United States 

Helen Adler 

Julia Almaguer 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Ana Flora Anderson 

Mary Lou Armas 

Joyce Asfour 

Carol Barton 

Wendy Bayer 

Shirley Beaupre 

Marcia Bedard 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Margaret Bruck 

Harlene Bryenton 

Wendy Budzynski 

Mindy Burger 

Margarita Cabrera 

Mary Ellen Camele 

Penny Carr 

Terri Carter 

Brigitte Ferrari- Cicero 

Rose Mary Clark 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Rosa De Jesus Contreras 

Angelica Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Dottie Cortez 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Theresa Dardar 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Judith Defour-Howard 

Dora Estela Mena Delancey 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Catherine Devlin 

Mary Gene Devlin 

Patricia Dillon 

Mary Divito 

Patricia Dolan 

Alice Dougan 

Gloria Duday 

Monica Erler 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Eva Fleischner 

Joy France 

Frances Frazier 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Roberta Gill 

Mary Gindhart 

Margaret Goederer 

Elise Gorges 

Jody Grundy 

Terri Guest 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Frances Hebert 

Ann Heidkamp 

Martha Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Dawn Helfand 

Bonnie Hendricks 

Rebecca Kremer Hill 

Cherie Holman 

Mary Hughes 

Anne Hurley 

Sonia Jacquez 

Kay King Jakob 

Lucy Jones 

Grail Member Giving, January 1-October 30, 2013 

159 Grail members have contributed $179,266.04 thus far this year. Thanks! 

71% of Active members 
47% of Emerita members 

Giving by Fund: 
Bronx Programs     $1,812.50 
Cornwall General Fund  $12,681.00 
Grailville General Fund  $30,231.75 
National General Fund          $118,481.20 
Special Projects   $17,872.09 

 

Sharon Joslyn 

Janet Kalven 

Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Jean Kearns 

Renee Keels 

Alice Kelly 

Linda Kolts 

Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 

Maureen Laflin 

Viola Lafosse 

Debra Lambo 

Angie Loecke 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Marian Lucas 

Gail Malley 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Elizabeth McGivney 

Frances McLaughlin 

Anne Mercier 

Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Mary Ann Neuman 

Lydia Nieves 

Emmy Normandin 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Shellie Owens 

Rita Ponessa 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Loretta Rokey 

Simonetta Romano 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

Rosa Ruiz 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Carol Siemering 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Audrey Sorrento 

Patricia St. Onge 

Brigitte Stark-Merklein 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Emily Thomas 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Sharon Thomson 

Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 

Nancy Traer 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Ruth Vargas 

Barbara Waldron 

Lillian Wall 

Carol Webb 

Jan Weinkam 

Duanne Welsch 

Nicole Westrick 

Francine Wickes 

Jay Williams 

Jean Wilson 

Teresa Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Claudia Yamasue 

Patricia Young 

Ieva Zadina 

 
 


