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Planning for Grailville’s Future 
Cherie Holman 

Grailville has been a place that we hold dear and has been an inspiration and 
support to our work and community for 70 years. We recognize that Grailville is a 
resource not only to The Grail but also to the region and to others who share our 
values. Current realities around the world are calling for more collaboration, new 
ways of working and harnessing energies for change in creative ways. To that end, 
we are planning to invite others to join us in a renewed future for Grailville that 
continues to serve the world in new ways. We want to make a responsible 
transition at Grailville that respects the land that we love and reflects our mission 
values and may open up new opportunities for The Grail and others around 
common issues for greater effectiveness and impact.  

The Grailville Future Committee (GVFC) has been meeting by email and by weekly 
(actually more often) conference calls. We had hoped to have our procedures set 
up and a Request For Proposals (RFP) complete and ready to go by early 
September. However, we have been confronted with the complexity of the process 
and we want to make it go as smoothly as possible. Therefore, we have decided to 
delay the publication of our RFP until mid-October. In the meantime, we want to 
share with the membership a timeline, still fluid, that we are expecting to follow. 
Here is our tentative schedule: 
  

 September 26-27: The committee will have 
our first face-to-face meeting at Grailville for 
two full days of intensive work on the project 

 October 15: Publish and distribute the 
Request For Proposals (RFP) 

 November 11-12: Host an open house and 
tour of Grailville for interested parties 

 November 15: Last day to receive a Letter of 
Intent from those who plan to submit a 
proposal. Directions for this will be included 
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with the RFP 
 February 15, 2015: Last day to submit a proposal 
 March 28-29: Face-to-face meeting of the GVFC to review the proposals. 
 June 15: Deadline for GVFC recommendations to the Council 

 
The Council will then make decisions regarding our recommendations, get input 
from the membership regarding moving forward and conduct a vote on any 
proposed sale of property. We on the GVFC are appreciative of the many offers of 
support we have received as we begin to move through this process. 

 

Grailville Prepares To Celebrate 70 Years 
Rebecca Bugos, Grailville Communications Associate 

Grail members from near and far, 
their guests and the Grailville 
community will join together to 
celebrate Grailville’s 70th 
Anniversary simply and elegantly 
in a setting of rural beauty as we 
“Light up the Farm!” on Saturday, 
November 1, 2014 from 6 to 9 
p.m.  

Please join us on the Feast of All 
Saints Day, the birthday of The 
Grail, as we gather around a 
bonfire, tell stories, raise our 
voices in song and sip hot mugs of 
soup made from the bounty of 
Grailville.  This is our land and 
our history. Help celebrate the 
past and fling wide the door for 
the future! 

Grailville has been a place of 
transformation and light for 70 
years. We will honor our 
relationship with the people of 
this community by donating $5 of 
every ticket to purchase a share 

Grailville staff set up for a photo shoot of the Oratory, in preparation for 
“Light Up The Farm!” 
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in the bounty of Earthshares CSA, 
which will then be donated to 
Loveland L.I.F.E. Food Pantry. 
Please bring your friends and 
family to support Grailville and 
these wonderful organizations. 

Grail women have brightened lives 
from Africa to Asia to Grailville’s 
backyard, working to fulfill the 
mission of The Grail by creating a 
haven for transformation and 
education. The evening will 
highlight Grailville’s rich history via 
multiple “Points of Light” stations 
showcasing the Arts, Community, 
Land, Spirit and Transformation.   
 
Volunteers are welcome in all 
areas: assisting with the Points of 
Light stations, marketing the event, 
coordinating the silent auction and 
cooking.  A complete list of 
assistance wanted and items 
needed for the stations will also be 
included in the October Grailville e-
newsletter. To volunteer or donate, 
contact Joy France at 
jfrance@grailville.org or (513) 683-
2340, ext. 224.  
 
Let’s come together at Grailville! 
Tickets are just $45. Make your 
“Light up the Farm!” reservations 
online today at 
http://bit.ly/1oMQPMa or by 
calling (513) 683-2340, ext. 225. 

 

  

Opportunities to Help Celebrate 70 years 

Joy France 
We need every Grail member (especially if 
you cannot be with us) to consider sending 
a financial gift to celebrate the 70th  
Anniversary. Ask your friends to send one 
as well. 
 
Choose to support one of the Points of 
Light 

 Spirit and Art will be led by Deborah 
Sullivan and Elizabeth Robinson 

 Land will be led by Caroline Deters 
and Mary Lu Lageman 

 Transformation and Community will 
be led by Mindy Burger 

 Future will be led by Beth Murphy 
We also need: 

 One volunteer to make a delicious 
pot of soup from Grailville products 

 2-4 people willing to help with 
marketing and selling tickets 

 Between 2 and 6 volunteers to make 
good old Grailville bread.  Joy will 
provide the recipe, if needed 

 Six 12-ounce jars of local honey 
 Two volunteers to coordinate the 

silent auction 
 Two volunteers to gather beautiful 

fall leaves and other items, such as 
acorns, and take charge of 
decorating the tables 

 Glass jars, such as canning jars, with 
no labels  

 Votive candles that will burn for at 
least four hours 

 White Christmas lights on white or 
green wire 

mailto:jfrance@grailville.org
http://bit.ly/1oMQPMa
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Opposing the Fracking* Frenzy as Grail Work, 

Part II 
Judith Blackburn 

My friend Joy Garland called me up recently and asked me two questions: 
 

1) What’s happening in Longmont, Colorado, since we passed a voter-
initiated ban in 2012 on fracking and deposit of its waste within our city 
limits?  
2)  Do I think Grail members understand the importance of stopping the 
fracking frenzy? 

 
Here are my short answers to those questions and a bit of catch-up on what we’re 
up to out here in the Wild West!  Shortly after our ban was passed as an 
amendment to Longmont’s city charter (rather than a simple ordinance, which 
could have been overturned by action of the city council), the state of Colorado 
sued the city.  The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission is charged with 
developing and regulating oil and gas development at the state level and their suit 
claimed that local communities have no right to interfere with the state’s pre-
emption.   
 
In July, the district court ruled against letting Longmont have its day in court, but 
ordered a “stay,” which meant the ban would stay in place for 45 days while the 
city decided whether to appeal or not and until the case came up for trial at a 
higher court if an appeal were filed.  On August 26, our city council, in response to 
pressure from many Longmont residents, voted to appeal.  In short, we’ve still got 
our ban and it will remain in place for some months or years until the matter is 
finally settled in a higher court.  This is big news on the Colorado political scene 
since our governor (John Hickenlooper) is up for re-election in a 50-50 race and 
several key congressional seats are also part of the behind-the-scenes jockeying for 
power within the oil and gas wars. 
 
My part since the ban was voted in has been to work with three other local leaders 
on the steering committee of Our Health, Our Future, Our Longmont 
(OurLongmont.org); to keep abreast of what is going on; to monitor the city’s 
lawyers and the lawyers representing three environmental nonprofits helping with 
the case; and to keep our volunteers informed about how they can help.  An effort 
to collaborate with activists from other communities to put forth a statewide ballot 
initiative failed to thrive for reasons too complicated to report here.  It’s possible to 

http://ourlongmont.org/
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get quite discouraged about all of this, just as it is about the foodopolies and the 
various other corporate takeovers much in the news. 
 
I have personally kept my own spirits up by enrolling in a web-based course with 
Barbara Marx Hubbard called “The Sacred Journey of the Conscious Evolutionary,” 
which lasted from January through July and kept me completely engaged.  Her 
philosophy is that our times of crisis, which display breakdowns in all the major 
systems (politics, environment, education, agriculture, etc.) serve also as 
motivators for an evolutionary leap in human consciousness that is occurring 
concurrently, but is not yet evident to the mainstream, let alone the “news” stream.  
Check out her website at http://bit.ly/1rGDoTD for more information on what this 
is all about and how it might/could affect The Grail in its transitioning. 
 
The answer to Joy’s second question is in the sidebar accompanying this article.  
Many thanks to Joy for her ongoing support of Our Longmont and my efforts out 
here, a long way from any material Grail community, but very much a part of the 
interconnected Grail community that is “in the ether,” holding us all. 

(See “What’s Wrong With Fracking,” page 6) 

 

Grail Birthdays: September-October 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

September  

6 Joy France 
7 Lucy Jones 
8 Virginia Deters 
8 Emily Thomas 
9 Rebecca Kremer Hill 
9 Frances McLaughlin 
9 Carolyn Vadala 
10 Martha Heidkamp 
11 Shellie Owens 
12 Anne Mercier 
18 Cay Charles 
20 Joyce Asfour 
20 Alexa Kane 
23 Teresa Wilson 

25 Audrey Sorrento 
26 Pamela Cobey 
26 Mary Emma Kuhn 
30 Ann Burke 
30 Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
 

October  

1 Jody Grundy 
1 Duanne Welsch 
2 Margaret Kane 
4 Lin Jacobs 
4 Nancy Traer 
5 Mary Kay Louchart 
6 Jean Kearns 
6 Maria-Emilia Thomas 

9 Peg Linnehan 
12 Kay King Jakob 
13 Mary Ann Neuman 
13 Rita Ponessa 
16 Lyllis Ling 
16 Frances Martin 
17 Sharon Joslyn 
23 Jeanne Daniher 
23 T. Rose Holdcraft 
24 Debra Lambo 
24 Angie Loecke 
25 Martha Andrade-Dousdebes 
25 Ria de Groot 
25 Bernice Belair Sisson 
26 Roberta Gill

 

http://bit.ly/1rGDoTD
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A Short List Of What’s Wrong With Fracking:* 

1. The Earth doesn’t like to be punched. 
2. Millions of gallons of water are permanently removed from the water cycle (6 

million per frack; wells are fracked over and over again). 
3. That water is laced with sand and toxic chemicals, which often spill on the 

surface. 
4. Because drilling occurs under high pressure, the fracking fluid can infiltrate and 

pollute water wells. 
5. The wastewater is often injected underground, causing earthquakes nearby. 
6. Toxic substances, including methane gas from beneath the earth, are emitted 

into the air, causing nerve damage, breathing problems, and birth defects. 
7. Cement and metal decay over time, so seals around bores won’t hold indefinitely. 
8. For a short time during the fracturing process, loud noise and bright lights shake 

nearby structures 24/7 and keep residents awake. 
9. Questions have been raised by economists about the pyramid structure of the 

way drilling is funded. 
10. Beautiful natural settings are irreparably uglified. 
11. Communities must pay for damage to roadways from the thousands of truck 

trips needed for each frack. 
12. The emissions from diesel engines and drills add more of a carbon footprint 

than is saved by changing power plants to natural gas from coal. 
13. Oil and gas development is notoriously boom and bust, with workers brought in 

rather than locally hired. 
14. Oil and gas is excused from federal legislation mandating clean air and water. 
15. Even with regulations on the books, wells are infrequently monitored and 

companies fined only a pittance when caught. 
16. Oil and gas corporations buy off those who are harmed with dollars and non-

disclosure clauses.  Harmed people must prove that oil and gas are to blame. 
17. The high-paying jobs on site are dangerous to the health of those doing them. 
18. No one knows what the long-term effects of all this will be; we’re part of a big 

experiment. 
19. The oil and gas companies have more money than God and use it to promote 

misinformation and lies about safety and jobs.  Another tactic is to sponsor 
research projects that show their practices are safe and to repress those that 
raise questions about safety. 

20. Renewables, even new ways to store solar and wind energy, make unnecessary 
this last-ditch effort to extract every last drop of oil under the earth. 

*Fracking is short for a relatively new process called hydraulic fracturing, which forces oil and 
natural gas out of shale layers a mile or so beneath the earth’s surface by injecting water, chemicals, 
and sand under tremendous pressure. 
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A Faithful Table—A Sermon for Food Justice 
Lucy Jones  

She showed us the jewels of her people.  The beautiful seeds that people have been 
eating and planting for centuries.  All the variety and power that has sustained life 
on Earth.  They are tiny, precious jewels more valuable than gold and diamonds, 
colorful packets of pure life.  We come from corn, she told us.  We ARE seed. 

Last year at the Ecumenical Advocacy Days held in Washington, D.C., many 
speakers and workshops shared their work and wisdom with hundreds of 
participants.  On Sunday morning of the event, Dr. Nancy Cardoso Pereira, member 
of the Pastoral Land Commission, professor of ancient history at Porto Alegre 
Institute of the Methodist Church in Brazil and president of the Universidad Bíblica 
Latinoamericana in Costa Rica, challenged us to make the connection between the 
land, the work of the people, the life of the planet, the commodification of food and 
our own bodies. 

There are more than 400 different seeds from peasant communities in southern 
Brazil.  The Earth—the land—is God’s table.  God is not separate from this, from 
the land, from the food, from our bodies.  We have these holes in our body, Dr. 
Pereira demonstrated—the mouth, the nose, the ears and other holes (laughter).  
We experience the world through these sensuous, sensual holes.  We are in 
dialogue with the sun, rain, seed, land through our bodies.  Through these holes, 
life is possible—this sensual, erotic life is possible. 

Work is what we do to keep this dialogue going, being part of this—God’s table.  
But we are so far removed from this nowadays.  God’s table has been kidnapped 
and mediated by corporations and money.  We lose the direct connection to the 
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land, to the seeds, to the growing of food.  We are all landless in this sense.  The 
belonging relationship between our bodies and the body of the world is mitigated. 

This essential connection is being lost and, for the hungry of the world, it is truly 
tragic.  This system of commodification of food 
breaks the symbolic/erotic capacity to vital aspects 
of life.  It is a perversion, a “counter-sign,” as 
theologian Leonardo Boff describes, of the 
sacramental connection between Bread with a 
capital “B” and bread with a small “b.” 

In this theology of bread and land, the economy is 
symbolic of capitalist agribusiness that has 
destroyed physical health and spiritual health of the 
human worker.  “Give us this day our daily bread, 
Monsanto.”  They want the Kingdom, the Power and 
the Glory by controlling land, workers, seed.  “Hallowed be the name of patents, 
voracious appetite of profit motive, love affair of money and profit.  My kingdom 
come,” cries Profit. 

We have to make a statement.  We can’t humanize or “green” the capitalist system.  
We can’t give it a soul.  We must insist that another world is possible.  We must be 
creative—there is not just one option. 

As the Grailville Future Committee and the Cornwall Dream Quest discern the 
future of The Grail’s land holdings in the U.S., may we be constantly reminded of 
these values we hold so dear.   

The Food Justice group presents issues of concern for your inspiration and 
consideration.  We are connected not only to the land, but to our Grail sisters in 
Brazil and Mexico and Ecuador and Canada and Paraguay, as well as other parts of 
the globe.  These are our precious jewels, and all that makes life possible and 
vibrant.  May we be life-producing seeds for the future of our vision of a 
transformed world. 

You can hear Dr. Cardoso Pereira’s talk on YouTube, http://bit.ly/WlFNGX.  Set 
your volume high to be able to hear her.  She begins a few minutes after the video 
begins.  I promise it is well worth the time. 

 
 
 

 

Dr. Nancy Cardoso Pereira 
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In Loving Memory: Marie Virginia Mohr-Grandstaff 

May 19, 1929-July 7, 2014 

Marie Virginia Mohr, the fifth of 18 children born to a Kansas farm family, met The 
Grail in August 1950, at a Seminar for Women at Grailville, 
then returned for the Year School in 1951. “The lifestyle 
was quite rustic,” she wrote in her biography for the 2013 
Grail Directory. “I was so homesick, really missed my 
family. But the interesting lectures by speakers from 
around the world were great.” 

She worked in The Grail International Student Center in 
New York from 1953 to 1956 and the Brooklyn Overseas 
Institute from 1956 to 1960. Despite having never 

attended high school, Marie was admitted to the Pratt Institute while living in New 
York and graduated with honors. Along with Philippine Grail member Baidy 
Mendoza, she went to Indonesia in 1960. “We travelled via Holland, Germany, 
Rome and Egypt,” she wrote. “Bénédicte (Milcent) and Francine (Wickes) 
welcomed us in Jakarta and we drove to Central Java. We studied the language and 
culture. I taught in Surabaya, at the Catholic University Widya Mandala. 

Marie left Indonesia in 1965 during political turmoil there that ended in the deaths 
of more than 500,000 people. In a September 20, 1965 letter to Francine Wickes, 
she wrote of being accused of being “an enemy of the people and worst of all that I 
was here under false pretenses, saying it was for religion when in fact I was a spy.” 
Ten days later, there was a coup attempt against Indonesian President Sukarno, 
followed by massacres of suspected communists and other leftists. Before she left 
Indonesia, Marie had been advised to avoid sleeping at The Grail house and was 
staying at the American consulate guest pavilion. 

Marie moved to San Jose to work in The Grail center in 1966. She worked at 
Stanford University for 10 years, teaching the Indonesian language and eventually 
obtained her master’s degree in Socio-Linguistics. She worked as a translator for 
the U.S. State Department for many years. 

In 1989, Marie married Delbert Grandstaff, whom she called “my beloved 
husband.” He died in 2003.  

In 2013, Marie published Marie’s Journey of Love, which Terry Marshall reviewed 
in the July Gumbo. She died four days before Gumbo was published. She is to be 
buried next to her beloved Del in Douglas County, Nevada.  
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In Loving Memory: Rosaline Kew 

April 19, 1927-July 26, 2014 
 
Rosaline Kew, who met The Grail in 1949 in Hong Kong, then came that same year to 

the Year School at Grailville, died July 26 in her native Malaysia after a long illness. 

Ros made her dedication in the nucleus in April 1953 and spent more than 17 years 

managing the finances of The Grail in the U.S. After the publication of the August 

Gumbo, more members offered their memories of Ros. 

 
Loek Goemans 

South Africa 

I was in ‘Agriculture’ for the October 1959 – 1960 Year School. We lived in Pneuma 

and Rosaline was in charge with Priscilla Rivera, her teammate. At first, I found 

Rosaline very authoritarian but as I got to know her, I found she had a good sense 

of humor and was fun-loving. We at Pneuma had our own program – milking the 

cows at about 5:30 a.m., with all the other chores attached to caring for the cows 

and the milk. At the tender age of 19 or 20, Rosaline put me in charge of the dairy 

barn…that became a steep learning curve… After morning chores, we quickly 

washed (never got the smell out of our pores) then we walked to Mass in Loveland 

and came back for breakfast. We joined the general program for morning lectures, 

prayers, etc., and in the afternoon we had agricultural chores again. It was hard 

work and it was invigorating and all new to me…I was like a sponge, taking it all in 

and learnt a great deal – mainly my love of the psalms came from those days, 

“…those who sow in tears and sorrow, will one day reap with joy,” as we went out 

in the cold of February pre-dawn to sow the seeds. Then in June, went harvesting 

with such joy – Rosaline even allowed me to drive the tractor a few times… 

Rosaline did sewing as a hobby; I think she made all her own clothes and I was a 

keen student and she encouraging of my humble efforts. 

 

Mary Boyd 

Canada 

I remember Rosaline from my days at Grailville. She was a very colorful person in 

her own quiet way. I grew up on a farm and when I came to Grailville, she didn’t 

believe that I knew how to milk cows and drive a tractor. She put me to the test 

immediately and made me prove under her careful eye that what I claimed was 

true. Her skepticism threw me at first, so it gave me great delight to prove my 
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claim, especially after Rosaline told me that everybody made the same claims and 

they didn’t know what they were talking about. I felt like a child having to say, “See, 

Rosaline, it’s really true.”  

I came to appreciate her very much after our first couple of meetings. I then had a 

chance to appreciate firsthand her competence in her chosen field of business after 

the death in Ghana of Anne Somerville. Rosaline had to deal with the insurance 

companies and had to keep in close contact. I admired her honesty and integrity in 

trying to deal with details and making sure that everything she reported was 

totally honest. In the end, the insurance company triumphed and didn’t treat The 

Grail very well but Rosaline could hold her head high in the midst of disappointing 

results. She was unforgettable in many ways and although she was quiet, we all 

respected her and took note of her advice. 

May she enjoy some happy surprises in her new life in the Kingdom. 

 

Marita Estor 

Germany 

Thank you for informing us about the fulfillment of Rosaline Kew's life. 

I don't remember I ever had any closer contact with her until two years ago, when I 

informed her about the death of Victoria (Song-k'han) Huang, another Chinese 

Grail member, who most of the time lived in Holland. I learned more, then, about 

Victoria from Rosaline then she ever shared herself. They had met before Mao's 

time at the university in Beijing, when Victoria became a Christian by a seminar 

program on the Beatitudes! Then I had asked Rosaline, whether she couldn't write 

something about Singapore, part of The Grail history we know very little about. But 

she told me that there are still others more knowledgeable than herself. May she 

rest in peace, which in faith is fullness of life! 

 

Pearl Drego 

India 

Rosaline was truly special and we sorrow at her going and rejoice at her rising into 

eternal life. She was well known to Elizabeth Reid and other Indian Grail members.  
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Reprise: Thoughts on Membership in The Grail 
Noreen Willhelm 

I wrote this about a year after I met The Grail and eight months after I 
became National Director. I came across it again recently and shared it 
with the Membership Development and Enrichment Team. Some of the 
members suggested that it was still timely and worth another look. 

May 2010 

The efforts to identify new members who might participate in the 

Commitment Ceremony at the 2010 National Gathering have raised for me a 

number of issues. I know that the Membership Team has been operating on all 

cylinders this year, and I applaud Judith Blackburn for her leadership in their 

efforts to standardize our member recruitment and development approaches, 

launch membership programs particularly around Cornwall and Grailville, 

and identify future leadership for the team. 

Some of my concerns may in fact be in process of resolution with the Team’s 

plan to review and revise membership materials, which in itself will advance 

the efforts to standardize how we recruit members and respond to their 

queries. Others have more to do with philosophy. 

It is a question I heard when I first met The Grail, but one whose nuances I 

may understand better today: What are we asking them to join? 

As everyone acknowledges, The Grail is different than it was 60 years ago, 45 

years ago, even 15 years ago. Sixty years ago, hundreds of women came to 

Grailville to participate in the Year School, living in community, studying, 

worshiping, taking assignments to other countries, city centers, etc. Hundreds 

came through; not all made lifetime commitments. Some members from that 

era have said they can’t remember “becoming” members; they were always 

members of The Grail. In the 1970s, women in the U.S. met The Grail when 

they came to Grailville for Semester at Grailville (SAG) and Seminary Quarter 

at Grailville (SQAG). They, too, had the experience of residential community, 

study, ritual; some became Grail members, others did not. Those that did join 

The Grail, for the most part, committed their lives to the vision and values of 

The Grail and to the other women in whose lives those values are manifest.   
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Today, those residential programs are not available and our center at 

Cornwall has emerged as an equally important part of formation in The Grail, 

especially for women on the East Coast. The Membership Team has a built a 

system of mentors or mentorship that is intended to connect newcomers to 

The Grail through personal relationships and has identified a series of 

experiences that are intended to educate and engage Explorers in their quest. 

In the New York region, women are invited to participate in weekends at 

Cornwall, meetings of Politics and Spirituality and work with residents of the 

Bronx. In the Cincinnati area, they can attend programs at Grailville, 

participate in activities like The Grail Village Choir or book club and now, in a 

recent development, join regular meetings of regional members. 

The Grail has made a concerted effort to acknowledge that we are reaching 

women at a different stage in their lives – they no longer come to us as high 

school or college women, with their whole lives in front of them. They are 

women with very full lives and we are asking them to add one more thing, 

important, fundamental even, but still, one more thing and a thing that 

involves building relationships, attending gatherings, study, inquiry. 

In my short time with The Grail, I have benefited from a great many 

experiences with The Grail – visits at each of the centers and with individual 

members and groups across the country, the National Retreat last fall, Holy 

Week services at Grailville, a day for Explorers with The Grail at Grailville and 

most recently, a meeting of The Grail in the Cincinnati region. I have met 

nearly 100 members and I am struck by how central The Grail is in their lives. 

That is The Grail’s strength, but it is also its challenge. The Grail’s vision and 

values are of enormous interest to a certain kind of woman in the 21st 

Century, women on a spiritual journey who are drawn by The Grail’s values: 

ecological sustainability, peace, justice and the release of women’s creative 

energy throughout the world.  

They come to us, though, with full, busy lives – families, work, community and 

church involvements. They want something that this movement and 

relationships with Grail members can offer, but our challenge is to figure out 

how. Is it regular meetings, education and enrichment programs; 

opportunities for spiritual deepening; conversations with women on a similar 
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search? Must all those encounters be in person or can we enlist a range of 

approaches, modern and traditional – Internet-based virtual programs, 

conversations conducted by blog or conference call, a traveling band of Grail 

missionaries visiting women in far-flung regions?  Most importantly, can we 

offer women today the opportunity to work in ways that engender a life 

commitment – in community, in sacrifice, in challenging circumstances? 

I think we can reach women where they are today, but we need to be creative 

and flexible. We need to offer a variety of opportunities for involvement – 

weekends at the centers, regular gatherings in the regions, personal 

relationships with mentors or mentor groups, guided study along with self-

directed study, active connection to Grail women and Grail work in other 

countries, opportunities to join them for short or longer stays, cross-country 

conversations on a Grail website or blog. 

With a few relatively easy-to-resolve exceptions, most of those things are 

available today. The Membership Team is working to gather all of our 

resources and opportunities in a single place, so that when someone says “I’m 

interested in The Grail,” we can respond efficiently and effectively. The 

National Office can be the repository of the data and follow-up, keeping track 

of contact information and changes, program schedules, administration of 

listservs and the website, distribution of print and video materials. 

But it is The Grail as a movement that must take advantage of the resources 

and opportunities and the time in which we live. It is up to individual 

members to reach out to new women, to invite them to participate in 

programs, to help them on their spiritual journey, to encourage them to join 

the community that is the gathering of The Grail. 

One thing to keep in mind is that not every woman who explores The Grail 

will become a Grail member and that is just fine. It is how it always has been. 

The Grail is attractive but it is not for everyone. But there is a strong cohort of 

women for whom The Grail will become central in their lives and our job, right 

now, is to meet them and bring them along.  
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Member Giving 
January 1, 2014 through August 31, 2014 

 # Members # Donors % Donors # Gifts Totals 

Active * 174 124 71% 526 $64,508.92  
Emerita * 71 28 39% 102 $23,667.75 

Grand Totals 245 152 62% 628 $88,176.67  

*Member numbers may change from month to month as members choose different member categories 
 

Cornwall  $9,530.17  
Grailville  $11,152.01  
National  $46,593.99 
Special Projects  $20,900.50   
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