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What Does Grail Community Look Like Today? 
We asked Grail members to describe their lives today in the context of 
Grail community – when few members live in intentional community, but 
nearly all members call Grail community central to their lives. How does 
that feel? What does it look like? Following are the responses. 

Mary Lu Lageman, Grailville 

“In the shelter of each other the people live” 

This Irish quote speaks of my Grail community which has been more than a 
significant part of my life since I was 17 years old and The 

Grail was a young women’s movement. It is a calling – 
a vocation, not only as life work but also as 
community. Community is not something I have – it is 
something I am doing every day. 

The Grail is foremost my spiritual community, 
supporting my own spiritual and lifestyle choices. It has 

given also a particular perspective to my life with its 
strong women and sense of justice, supporting and challenging me toward 
creative ways of thinking and acting. It has supported my care for people and 
the earth in a way that endeavors to create abundance rather than scarcity. It 
has challenged me to think and go beyond myself, though the nature of the 
challenge has changed significantly in recent years. My community supports 
me as a whole person. 

My Grail community may not share all my 
values, but it does support important ones. My 
community does not always pray with me, but 
there is no doubt of a prayerful presence. It 
does not always support all that I do, but there 
is no doubt of both challenge and caring. My 
community does not always eat together, but 
when we share a meal, it is special. My 
community does not always share my space, 

Photo by Elizabeth Murphy 
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but it provides me a home, both spiritually and physically. My community is 
not always open, but hospitality is at the core of its charism. My Grail 
community is diverse, not always pleasant and peaceful, but that is how I 
know it is real. 

Nearly half of my Grail life has been at a Grail center and that, too, is an 
important aspect of my Grail community. Living at a center has given me an 
embeddedness in the work of The Grail; this is a special challenge to 
community because the work and the mission take priority, sometimes being 
a challenge to community. However, I cannot imagine a Grail Center without 
residents – it seems to me the hospitable heart, needed for those who come 
and go and for whom the center is part of their community. For me, 
community-building is an important work of The Grail and one to which I am 
committed.  

Being at a Grail Center makes my spiritual connection real every day. It has 
added a fullness to my community life in the contacts, conversations, 
connections and programs experienced over the years. I have come to see my 
Grail community as Grailville and the regional Grail; the national and 
international Grail; the neighborhood and local community; the larger 
community in southwest Ohio with whom I share values; and those who have 
come to Grailville over the years. Being at Grailville specifically has brought a 
richness in its land, which forms the “ground” of my community and an 

integrative element – its flora and fauna are as much my community 
as everything else. This Grail community sustains me and calls forth 
from me a work that is essential for the future of people and the 
planet and very much a Grail work. 

Barbara Gibbons, Dayton 
Being with those who have similar ideas and goals and care for 
each other. 

Lenie Schaareman, Grailville 
I experience Grail community at this time. I am making a major decision in my 

life: moving away from Grailville, where I have spent the last 
seven years, going into still-independent senior living. A 
response from those in my immediate surroundings with a 
question, a gesture, a helpful suggestion, even if they are 
disappointed with my decision, is community. 

In general, I think, community in The Grail happens among 
those of us having an awareness of what is happening in each 

other’s life. Are we able/willing to share something of ourselves with others? 
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Do we hope for a response? Do we respond? Personally, I have been helped 
with the birthday calendar in the monthly Gumbo. 

Community in The Grail becomes concrete for me in our shared interests and 
commitments. Our wholehearted response to climate change and the 
September 21 People’s Climate March in New York does not need a whole lot 
of explanation: we are aware and we keep educating ourselves with the help 
of each other. That is experiencing community. 

Pamela Cobey, Boston 
Even though I am a fairly new member of The Grail, there is something old, 

deep and profound about my connection to the entity we call 
The Grail. Perhaps it is so with all spiritual connection – that 
it creates community unconfined by the dimensions of space 
and time. My Grail community is an anchor for me. 
Sometimes the waters in the harbor of this world are quiet. 
Sometimes there is a lot of agitation on the surface. And 
sometimes, there are devastating storms. But the spiritual 
connection manifested in The Grail is very deep – deep 

enough that miles down there is peace, joy, love, respect, courage, 
commitment, dedication, strength and a whole host of other qualities that are 
unshakable in spite of the ways in which we differ as individuals, one woman 
from another. 

Perhaps because we have remained engaged with listening heart and mind 
and eyes wide open to the world for the better part of the last century, we 
have been tested as community. That we have survived as a community is in 
no small measure related to our capacity to go to yet another level deeper – 
connecting us while allowing us to both hold and embrace emerging 
differences and greater diversity. The need for community so tested is from 
my lens, huge. Though not every woman’s call, it is mine. Like the small 
whispering voice of God in the gentle breeze referenced in the Hebrew 
scriptures, the call will always continue to be there for other women attuned 
to such gentle stirring. 

I love our community in Boston. We are non-theist, Jewish, Sufi, Protestant 
(Unitarian Universalist, Baptist, United Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, 
Quaker) and Roman Catholic Christian with an appreciation for Buddhist 
philosophy. Within our community, I find mutual respect, appreciation, care, 
support, encouragement, generosity and love. This is a truly gifted group of 
women who share what they have been given for the love of the world. 
Though different at levels more on the surface, at deeper levels, we get each 
other. We listen to each other. We build on what we learn from each other. In 
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my study of Buddhist psychology, I have been taught to do my part and let go 
of the outcome – we never have control over outcomes. I’ve discovered that 
doing the right thing because it is the right thing is not so easy without 
community that gets that. You, dear Grail, continue to trudge along, ever 
opened by what you encounter, doing the right thing because it is the right 
thing (for that moment). Your lives are the project – both unusual and 
undervalued, even by us. Thomas Berry designated humans as the 
consciousness of the world. You help me to be my truest self. I need you. I am 
grateful to you. 

Rita Ponessa, Cornwall 
The Grail in Cornwall is a beautiful, peaceful place to join local 
and visiting Grail members for conversation and support. I look 
forward to our monthly circles which include Grail members 
and women from the community. I’ve learned much from 
the many women who have shared their stories. 

Terry Marshall, Grailville 
Thinking about community, I realize that I have experienced 

it in different ways over the years. As a teenager getting 
to know The Grail, I was attracted by the camaraderie of 
The Grail girls’ club that I was part of. A “safe place,” my 
mother said. So: place and companionship. Later, the 

training center at the Tiltenberg – again place, but more. 
Twenty-one young women from 11 different 

countries living and learning together, gaining 
some understanding of diversity, the challenge of 

cultural differences, a spiritual bonding that has lasted.  

The experience of living and working at Grail centers – first in Scotland and 
then in Holland, France and finally the U.S., has deepened my appreciation of 
how important a residential community can be to the functioning of a Grail 
center. Historically, the best programming at Grailville has come from the 
people who were actually involved in the living and staffing of Grailville. I 
believe this is because of the community: people living and working together 
can become very creative, because they are naturally influencing each other’s 
learning, growth. Bringing many minds and hearts together in an organic 
situation can be powerful and enriching for all. 

I also spent 30 years working outside a Grail Center, but Grailville still was an 
important part of my life. In fact, I spent most weekends involved at Grailville 
in one way or another. And during those years I was involved in national 
teams such as finances, liturgy, music, etc. Community was part of all of this, 
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even though living in a residential setting was not possible. This was yet 
another experience of community with other Grail members. 

I think the underlying unifying element is Spirit. The Grail for me embodies 
the search for the Divine, for God, and we are united in this search, no matter 
how that search is expressed. 

Tiffany Curtis, Boston 

Having joined The Grail just in April 2014, my main context for Grail 
community is the beautiful Boston circle, which is a space of nurture, care, 
listening, and respect. This picture is my commitment ceremony and 
highlights the light, color, texture, warmth, diversity and depth that I love in 
The Grail community that I am part of. This summer, I was able to attend the 
General Assembly at Grailville and this gave me an opportunity to glimpse the 
wider web of The Grail more fully than before and in a more visceral way. I 
have also visited Cornwall, the Bronx, Ecuador and Claremont/Pilgrim Place 
(my hometown, by the way!) and found Grail community in those places. It 
feels like coming home. My most recent experience of the wider Grail circle 
was in New York Ciy, when I arrived at the 400,000-person People's Climate 
March and found the Grail-sister contingent lined up with beautiful banners 
and posters. As a full-time climate activist/organizer, I am immersed in this 
work at this moment in my life. Climate and environmental justice/anti-
colonialism/anti-racism work are longstanding passions of mine and to see 
The Grail engaged publicly in this work was very moving to me. It gave me a 
sense of joy and connection to the larger movement of women's spiritual 
leadership transforming the world for the better. 
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The Grail and the People’s Climate March 
Grail members (and hundreds of thousands of others) from California to 
New York rallied the weekend of September 20-21, 2014, to draw 
attention to the dangers of climate change. 

Marian Ronan 
Last Sunday, between 300 and 400 thousand other people and I marched 
around Manhattan to tell world leaders on their way to the United Nations 
Climate Summit that things have to change. I am sure you have seen photos 
and videos and read articles about the People’s Climate March. It was in many 
ways inspiring and encouraging. Just seeing the outfits people wore and the 
signs they carried made me smile many times. One of my favorites was a 
crude sign, a piece of cardboard on a stick carried by a young man that read, “I 
Can’t Swim.” And as a person who has made many snide remarks over the 
years about environmentalists being white people who love polar bears, I 

From left, front row: Cindy Cheyne, Joy Garland, Deborah Silvestri, Patricia Dillon. Second row: Mary Kay Louchart, 
Lynn Boyle, Carol Skyrm, Mary Farrell, Burke Walker. To the right of the back banner: Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
and Judith DeFour-Howard. Not pictured: Yvie Renda, Jackie DiSalvo, Tegan Rein, Angelica Contreras, Sharon 
Thomson, Tina Kalala, Belkis Martinez, Margarita Cabrera, Pedro Espirito Santo 
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laughed out loud at a t-shirt with a polar bear on it, who, in a cartoon bubble, 
said, “Save the Humans!” Furthermore, after the March, at the UN, many heads 
of state, including our own Barack Obama, made inspiring statements about 
the need to act on climate change. 

But there are (at least) two things you need to know if you want to grasp the 
full significance of the People’s Climate March. This first may be obvious to a 
lot of readers: it took a massive amount of work. For the Interfaith Contingent, 
with which my sister Grail members and I marched, just establishing the order 
for our various groups to stand in took very many emails and phone 
discussions. The people from GreenFaith and 350.org who got us organized 
deserve an enormous amount of credit. It is also the case that in order to be 
sure the police would allow us to enter the Interfaith staging area on 58th 
Street for the March, we had to arrive before 11 AM, even though our 
contingent didn’t actually start marching until approximately 2:15 PM. 
(Marching around Manhattan for an hour is nothing compared to standing and 
sitting and standing some more for three and half hours. I was exhausted 
before we set out.) 

The other thing you need to know is that the March doesn’t begin to be 
enough to force world leaders to take action on climate change, hundreds of 
thousands of marchers in New York and around the world notwithstanding. 
This is the case because neoliberalism, the economic system that came to 
dominate the world during the reigns of Ronald Reagan and Margaret 
Thatcher, simply won’t permit some reasoned process of changing our energy 
system, no matter how desperately such change is needed. As Chris Hedges 
points out in a devastating Truthdig column published a few days before the 
March, the NYC police, under the leadership of our ostensibly progressive 
mayor, wouldn’t so much as allow the March anywhere near the United 
Nations, despite the fact that it was explicitly aimed at the UN summit 
occurring later that week. The fossil fuel industry owns the government, and 
as Hedges argues compellingly, we’re going to have to engage in nonviolent 
protest in very large numbers to turn things around. (I myself am terrified at 
the prospect of going to jail, so don’t think I read Hedges’ article with 
equanimity.) 

Adrian Parr’s galvanizing book, The Wrath of Capital: Neoliberalism and 
Climate Change Politics, clarifies the ways in which the neoliberal economics 
that is inscribed in our societal DNA again and again appropriates 
environmental and climate change discourse (and actions) for its own 
purpose—the endless expanse of profit. It does this by rendering invisible the 
full cost of various climate related practices and products. For example, in her 

http://www.grail-us.org/
http://greenfaith.org/
http://350.org/
http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_last_gasp_of_climate_change_liberals_20140831
http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_last_gasp_of_climate_change_liberals_20140831
https://cup.columbia.edu/book/978-0-231-15828-2/the-wrath-of-capital
https://cup.columbia.edu/book/978-0-231-15828-2/the-wrath-of-capital
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chapter on water, Parr explores the ways in which the water wars in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, in the early 2000s did and did not reverse the impacts of 
neoliberalism on the thirst of the average Bolivian. For water activists like me, 
the success of the citizens of Cochabamba in overturning the forced 
privatization of their water as part of the World Bank’s “structural adjustment 
program” was a glorious example of an environmental victory. Unfortunately, 
deeply inscribed class differences and political corruption mean many 
Bolivians must still struggle mightily for access to reasonably priced potable 
water. Similarly, the government of India touts the marvels that genetically 
modified seeds are doing and will do for the farmlands of India, increasingly 
devastated by climate change. No mention is made of the profits the 
corporations who own these seeds are making, the increasing debt of the 
farmers who buy them and the rising suicide rate among the farmers. We 
might also ask who owns the factories where solar panels are manufactured 
and what the laborers in those factories are being paid. 

The argument that we can mitigate climate change and grow the neoliberal 
economy at the same time is what my doktormutter, Laura Levitt, calls a 
“happy narrative.” Enslaving somebody, destroying the environment, and 
growing the economy go hand in hand— only a radical commitment to 
stopping all of them can get us where we need to go. 

Joy Garland 
Dear Grail Sisters: On Saturday night, September 20, some Grail members 
from the Bronx Grail and Lillian Wall attended the panel on climate change at 
the Ethical Culture Society on the west side of Manhattan and some of us went 
to the east side to listen to a panel at the All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church. We met at the Amber Asian Restaurant at E. 80th Street and Third 
Avenue, only a block from All Souls, to have a delicious and nutritious meal at 
5:30 PM so we could exit by 6:30 PM to be at the church on Lexington Avenue 
when the doors opened at 7 PM for the 8 PM panel. 

When we left the restaurant at 6:30PM, the line to the church already 
stretched around the block. Carol Barton had gotten there at 5:30 PM with 
her husband and reassured us that we would get in. The program “Climate 
Crisis: Which Way Out?” featured Bill McKibben of 350.org, U.S. Senator 
Bernie Sanders of Vermont, writers Naomi Klein and Chris Hedges, Seattle 
City Council Member Kshama Sawant and environmental activist Van Jones. 
Brian Lehrer of WNYC was the moderator. Joining us there were Grail 
members Judith Cox and Brigitte Stark-Merklein, plus Lynn Boyle of The 
Grail Climate Action Circle. 

http://nacla.org/blog/2013/6/5/water-wars-water-scarcity-bolivia%E2%80%99s-cautionary-tale
http://nacla.org/blog/2013/6/5/water-wars-water-scarcity-bolivia%E2%80%99s-cautionary-tale
http://en.pons.com/translate/german-english/Doktormutter
http://350.org/
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On Sunday, the day of the People’s Climate March, Grail members came from 
the Bronx, the New York Politics & Spirituality Group and Sharon Thompson 
from Cornwall. We were especially pleased that Maria Carlos Ramos of the 
International Leadership Team (ILT) came from Portugal and marched with 
us. Carol Barton worked with Grail members from the Bronx to make a 
beautiful silkscreened banner, signs and t-shirts. The Grail Climate Action 
Circle also had a banner made for the March. Joining us were Grail members 
Joyce Minkler from Kentucky and Mary Farrell from Boston. Teagan 
Blackburn and her husband, Arrow, marched with friends of the Eco-Village 
Rockland County Block. Linda Kolts couldn’t come, but said she would pray 
for the success of the March. It will be a day long remembered. 

Sharon Joslyn 
There were two presentations pre-Climate March on Saturday night. Some 
Grail women went to one and some to the other. I attended the presentation at 
the New York Society for Ethical Culture – A Global Climate Treaty: Why The 
U.S. Must Lead. 

At the Amber Restaurant, clockwise from left: Deborah Silvestri, Thanh xuan Nguyen, Viana Muller, Joy Garland, 
Laura Kaplan, Marian Ronan. Joyce Minkler, Dinah van Ruyven from Australia, Judith DeFour-Howard, Helen 
Weintrob (visitor), Jackie DiSalvo, Patricia Dillon, Ieva Zadina. 
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Some of the outstanding speakers were Bill McKibben (founder of 350.org), 
Mary Robinson (former Irish president and UN Special Envoy for Climate 
Change), Ambassador Marlene Moses (Chair of Alliance of Small Island States) 
and Annie Willis (youth leader and board member of Global Kids). 

Let me just highlight a few points that stayed with me. It was surprising to me 
to hear that China is working toward nuclear-free energy and changing to 
wind energy. Many called on the United States, as a privileged country, to take 
leadership to combat climate change and to convince other developed 
countries to follow. 

A call was given to confront corporations, urging them to stop doing "business 
as usual" and just attaching "green" to their sales pitches. 

We celebrated the fact that this would be the largest protest march for climate 
change in history, but were constantly reminded that the hard work was only 
beginning. And Occupy took that seriously, with an alternative civil 
disobedience action on Wall Street on the same day as the March. 

We were all asked to sign the petition to President Obama to commit the U.S. 
to at least a 50% reduction in greenhouse gasses by 2030. Sign at 350NYC.org 

Ieva Zadina 
Working on the People's Climate March for me was good training in multi-
tasked activism. I was promoting the march in my local church, the 
neighboring United Methodist Church; with the NYC branch of 350.org; with 
my anti-Trans-Pacific Partnership district group; with strangers on the 
subway – and with my Grail sisters! I think that everyone I met has been 
energized to continue climate justice activism in all of their networks. 

One delightful new Grail contact was with 
Tiffany Curtis, who came from Boston to 
join the March. I think this portrait of 
Tiffany with the sun (created by a young 
woman from my church) is an appropriate 
image of the sustainable energy of The 
Grail. Tiffany already plans to travel from 
Boston to The Grail Climate Action Circle's 
November meeting in New York, when we 
will be discussing Women’s Earth and 
Climate Action Network (WECAN), 
Women's Climate Action Agenda. The 
Climate Action Circle’s October meeting Tiffany Curtis at the People’s Climate March 

http://350.org/
http://campaigns.350.org/petitions/50-by-2030
http://350.org/
http://wecaninternational.org/content_documents/WECAN-Agenda-web2.pdf
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will follow up on the March – our experiences, reflections and plans to re-
connect with all Grail women, nationally and internationally, involved in 
climate justice work. 

As regards multi-tasking, I was torn between marching with my church and 
with The Grail. And what do you know? Within the faith communities 
gathering on 58th Street, my church group (about 45 of us) and The Grail 
group (about 30 of us), although originally assigned to places quite far apart, 
ended up right next to each other, so I could weave in and out from both. 

Joyce Minkler 
As many of you know, I have been working here in central Kentucky with a 
very active environmental group. We were successful in stopping the 
construction of pipelines that would carry natural gas liquids (a very 
hazardous byproduct of natural gas refining) through fragile rural 
communities. This involvement has been a huge political and ecological 
education for me. I now see the climate change issue as the central uniting 
issue we all face globally and the most profound spiritual issue of our time. 
This was the reason I felt compelled to come to New York for the People's 
Climate March and why I am so grateful that The Grail was well represented. 
Many, many thanks to all the New York Grail folks who welcomed us out-of-
towners and made The Grail visible at the March. I was proud to be among 
you. 

Mary Gindhart: Claremont, CA in Solidarity 
 

Seated, from left: Marcia Bedard, Sally Timmel, Mary Gindhart, Barbara Troxell, Virginia Bergfalk, 
Audrey Schomer, Duanne Welsch, Anne Hope, Audrey Sorrento, Eva Fleischner. Standing: Wendy 
Bayer, Nancy Traer, Maclovia Rodriguez 
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On Saturday afternoon, September 20, four of us from Pilgrim Place, Bob and 
Nancy Traer, Mary Gindhart and Lynne Juarez, joined with groups from all 
over this part of Southern California at various corners along Wilshire 
Boulevard in Los Angeles to call on world leaders meeting in New York at the 
United Nations to implement policies to stop climate change. 
 
On Sunday, September 21, we had a prayer circle at Pilgrim Place around the 
UN and U.S. flag poles from 8 AM to noon in support of the People’s Climate 
March in New York. 

 

Grailville Future Committee Update 
Mary Kay Delgado, for the Grailville Future Committee 

The Grailville Future Committee met September 26-27 at Grailville to further 
our work on the Request for Proposals (RFP) scheduled for distribution 
on October 15. Our guidelines from the General Assembly (GA) were to 
develop criteria for the proposals, create a timeline and determine how best 
to distribute the RFP. This has been no small task! 

The Request for Proposals needs to explain why The Grail is looking for new 
ways to use the land and buildings. It needs to give an overview of the 
movement, our mission and vision. It has to clearly describe the format for the 
proposals and guidelines for submission. The RFP has to include facts and 
figures about Grailville. We also want it to reflect the essence of members’ 
recommendations voiced during circle meetings and the GA. 

We felt it was important to begin our time together by walking the land with 
Mary Lu Lageman. The walk helped us visualize the various parcels of land, 
the topography and the location of woodlands and fields. At the same time, we 
were touched by the beauty of the land, the care that has gone into the fields 
in production and the work that it would take to farm additional acres. After 
our outdoor exploration, Grailville Operations Manager Terrie Puckett led us 
on a tour of the buildings, including basements and attic spaces. (We all 
agreed that we are due for a garage sale!) Our survey of the land and 
buildings helped us frame the tours we will offer interested parties on 
November 11 and 12. 

We also needed to finalize the list of individuals and organizations that might 
be interested in receiving the RFP. Most of the entities share our values and 
many of the names were submitted by members. There are a few developers, 
including some “green” developers, on the distribution list so that we can 
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evaluate a full range of options. To ensure we cast a wide and varied net, 
please share the Request for Proposals with others when you receive a copy, 
and consider submitting a proposal yourself. 

The RFP asks that interested parties submit a Letter of Intent by 
December 1, 2014 to give us an idea of the number and nature of the 
proposals we will receive. The Letter of Intent provides an overview of the 
concept that will be described in detail in the final proposal in February. 

In defining the parameters for the proposals, we purposely resisted the 
temptation to describe or limit potential uses for the property and buildings 
so that we can attract a wide range of ideas. The more proposals generated 
and the wider their scope, the greater flexibility we will have in choosing our 
partners and projects. 

Our hope is that the final version of the Request for Proposals effectively 
blends the practical need for a responsible transition with the vision for a 
renewed Grailville that continues to serve the world in new ways. 

 

Grail Elder Care Work Group: Update 
Joyce Minkler, Grail Elder Care Work Group Manager 

 

As we enter a new season, members of the Elder Care Work Group (Maureen 
Tate, Chair; Joyce Minkler, Manager; Martha Heidkamp and Fran Martin, 
Administrators of The Grail Health and Welfare Fund) want to share with you 
the ongoing work of our committee and to celebrate and thank all those of you 
who provide support to our Grail Elders in so many different ways. 

The purpose of this working group is: “The Elder Care Working Group exists 
to provide support and assistance (emotional, psychological, financial, 
spiritual, housing) to long-term Grail members with increasing needs for 
care during the latter phases of life…The work group is focused primarily 
on the needs of those elders for whom The Grail provides financial 
assistance as limited to those currently eligible for retirement support 
supplement indicated by The Grail Health and Welfare policy (found on the 
member area of The Grail website under Policies).” 

Practically, this work often involves helping Grail elders who have worked in 
Grail settings for most of their lives make decisions about housing as they 
need increased care; facilitating applications for Medicaid; keeping The Grail 
connected with family members who may be involved in care for the 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Health-and-Welfare-Policy-Revised-4-2013.pdf
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individual; making sure power of attorney (POA) papers and wills are 
prepared and signed; checking on additional sources of financial support 
and/or personal support. We are also available to assist Grail elders living at 
Grail centers with housing transitions needed due to decisions about changed 
priorities and uses for the centers. 

Many, many Grail members in the New York, Louisiana, Cincinnati, southern 
California areas stay closely connected to Grail elders in their communities 
through visits, celebrations, phone calls, cards, excursions and generally 
sharing Grail news and inspiration with each other. So, in fact, our working 
group is very large and we welcome any of you who might like to join this 
general circle of support for those we love. We also encourage any Grail 
members who have specific expertise in issues of aging and would like to offer 
short educational programs to other Grail folks to let Joyce know of your 
interest and availability. 

We will soon begin a review with each individual receiving assistance through 
the Health and Welfare Fund to determine if her needs are being adequately 
met. Others who are eligible to draw on the Health and Welfare Fund, but have 
not yet begun to do so, are encouraged to contact Joyce with questions or any 
changes in your life situation. 

We all feel honored and grateful to be able to support the elders who have 
been our teachers and mentors and who continue to provide great 
opportunities for sharing amazing stories, terrific celebrations and deep 
prayer and reflection as we continue to share life in The Grail. 

 

 

Alert: Honduras 
Laura Kaplan 

When we think of Honduras, many of us associate the country with the 
budding group of Grail Explorers there, led by our own indefatigable Monica 
Maher. Many of us, then, were jolted by the tragic news brought to us on The 
Grail listserv by Monica of the assassination in broad daylight of land activist 
Margarita Murillo in Honduras. Margarita was a friend to Honduran Grail 
Explorers who had worked side-by-side with her on issues of social justice in 
Honduras. Sadly, this murder of a prominent human rights activist and friend 
that touches us personally as a Grail family is only one in a litany of politically 
motivated crimes in what has constituted a grave human rights crisis in 
Honduras, including countless murders of journalists, human rights and 
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peasant activists and 
political opponents of the 
current regime, unleashed 
after the 2009 coup. 

In fact, according to the 
Nicaraguan Solidarity 
Network of New York’s 
Weekly News Update, at 
least 147 people, including 
at least 104 campesinos 
(peasants), have died 
violently in the region 
since late 2009 when 
campesino collectives 
started occupying estates, claiming landowners illegally acquired territory 
intended for family farmers in a 1990s agrarian reform program. 

Journalists also have been targets of the political violence. Nery Soto Torres, 
who directed a television program, was gunned down August 14, 2014, in 
front of his home near the city of San Pedro Sula. He was the latest of 47 media 
workers who have been killed since November 2003; 91% of the cases have  
not resulted in convictions. 

Drug and gang violence have become endemic in Honduras since the coup, 
with rumors that the ruling governing families have ties to drug trafficking. 
The morgue in San Pedro Sula reported 594 homicides in the region around 
the city as of mid-July; the toll for all of last year was 778, making San Pedro 
Sula the murder capital of the world. Young people recently deported from the 
U.S. have also been murdered by gangs. One San Pedro Sula resident said that 
a teenage cousin was shot dead just hours after arriving on a deportation 
flight. The resident refused to identify himself or the victim for fear of reprisal 
from neighborhood gangs. “I would be killing my entire family,” he told the Los 
Angeles Times in August. 

It is no wonder, then, that we have seen on our own borders a crisis of 
massive proportions, with tens of thousands of women and children from 
Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador fleeing to our borders seeking political 
asylum. The violence and the refugee crisis all have a common root. 

Background to a Crisis: Coup d’Etat 2009 

According to Wikipedia, the 2009 Honduran coup d'état occurred when the 
Honduran Army ousted President Manuel Zelaya and sent him into exile on 

First row, far right; Margarita Cabrera and Sharon Joslyn, with members of the 
Garifuna community in the Bronx 

http://weeklynewsupdate.blogspot.com/2014/07/wnu-1226-new-death-reported-in-honduran.html
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A Bronx resident with the GPS tracking device 
from the Office of Homeland Security. 

Photo by Laura Kaplan 

June 28, 2009. The left-leaning Zelaya was intending to implement a non-
binding poll on rewriting the constitution to make it more democratic and to 
take power away from the few wealthy families who ruled the country. Before 
the poll could be held, Honduran soldiers stormed the president's house and 
put him on a military airplane to Costa Rica. Later that day, the Honduran 
Congress, in an extraordinary session, voted to remove Zelaya from office, 
after reading a false resignation letter attributed to him. They appointed in his 
place his constitutional successor, Speaker of Congress Roberto Micheletti. 
Evidence unearthed afterwards showed that the ruling families supplied the 
money to the army to carry out the coup. 

International reaction to the coup was marked by immediate and widespread 
condemnation of the events. Hugo Llorens, the U.S. ambassador to Honduras, 
in his cables to the State Department called the ouster of Zelaya a coup but, 
harkening back to the bad, old U.S. policies in Latin America of the Reagan era, 
the Obama administration, led by then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
quickly recognized and gave legitimacy to the government of Micheletti. In a 
show of the close ties between the coup leaders and the U.S. government, 
Hillary Clinton’s personal lawyer, Lanny Davis, represented the new 
government. And ever since the coup, the United States government has been 
providing funding to Honduras’ military and police. 

Who Are the Garifunas? 

A growing number of the refugees who have fled the country’s violence have 
come to the Bronx to stay with family members. A number of them are 
Garifunas, people of mixed African and indigenous Caribbean descent. It is 
said that they escaped from a wrecked slave ship in the 1600s. Today they live  
along the Caribbean Coast in Belize, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Honduras. 
Their language is a mixture of African languages and native Arawakan. Almost 
all Garifuna are multilingual, speaking 
Garifuna as well as Spanish or English. 

When many of the Garifuna refugee women 
went in good faith to the Office of Homeland 
Security in New York City to report their 
whereabouts, they were rewarded with a 
modern-day prisoner shackle: a heavy and 
cumbersome GPS device attached to their 
ankles (see right). This device serves to 
humiliate and make the Garifuna refugees 
feel branded as deviants. It prevents them 
from seeking gainful employment, when all 
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they have done is risk their lives to flee to this country with their children in 
search of a safe home. 

Flash Forward: The Bronx 

The crisis in Honduras has hit home to Grail members in the Bronx in many 
ways. First, some Grail members from Honduras have lost family members 
due to the violence unleashed in the country since the coup. Secondly, the 
Honduran Garifunas have come to the South Bronx seeking refuge. Their 
needs are great and compounded by the fact that they cannot work due to the 
GPS devices attached to their ankles. Grail members from the South Bronx 
have come together with members of the Garifuna community to see how we 
can attend to their needs which include food, clothing, housing, schooling, 
medical and legal attention. A meeting was held on October 1, at St. Luke’s 
Church, where we discussed a coordinated response. 

What We Can Do 

In addition to keeping Honduras in our prayers, we can write to our Senators, 
members of Congress, Secretary of State John Kerry and President Obama 
demanding that all U.S. military and police aid to Honduras be suspended until 
the Honduran government addresses the human and political rights violations 
and brings the perpetrators to justice. 

Some Grail members have also mentioned the possibility of The Grail drafting 
a letter to the United States Human Rights Commission, condemning the 
murder of Margarita Murillo. 

 

Peace Exhibit at Pilgrim Place 
Nancy Hennessy Cooney 

Do you know where Santa was 

during the run-up to Christmas 

Eve last year? The residents at 

Pilgrim Place (including 14 

Grail members and six Grail 

husbands) know. He was in jail 

for demonstrating in front of 

Wal-Mart! For his trouble, Santa 

(aka Carl Hilbert) won national 

publicity for increased hourly 

wages for employees. This was 

Photo by Laura Kaplan 
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one of several arrests Santa experienced over the years as documented at the 

Pilgrim Place Peace Exhibit, September 21-24, 2014. 

The exhibit was organized by Teresa Wilson and Jim Lamb, widower of Joann 

Lamb, with the assistance of Peg Linnehan, Chuck Cooney (my husband ) and 

the Peace Vigil Committee. The exhibit was another expression of a group 

convened by Jim Lamb on March 19, 2003 to respond nonviolently to the War 

in Iraq. At first, residents gathered in front of the flagpole at Pilgrim Place and 

observed a time of silence. Later they moved to a busy intersection of 

Claremont, carried anti-war signs and challenged 

rush hour motorists to think about their own 

stands toward the war. A group gathered each 

Friday for 11 years to resist wars in Iraq, 

Afghanistan and around the world. Their story 

was chronicled in photos and articles from the 

Claremont Courier. 

The exhibit featured about 50 Pilgrims, the 

affectionate designation of Pilgrim Place 

residents, in photos, newspaper clippings, 

awards, posters and artifacts from times in their 

lives when they witnessed very specifically 

against war and violence. For example: 

 A child’s hand-knitted sweater brought to life the years that 

missionaries Alvin and Mary Lee Scafe spent during World War II in the 

Philippines. Their son was born while they hid from the Japanese in the 

hills. 

 A crystal block shaped like a bus was awarded to John Washington by 

the Freedom Riders Foundation for the risk he took as a young black 

man who found a way to change history by sitting on a bus. There was a 

picture of a vest and shoes worn by James Hargett when he marched 

from Montgomery to Selma, Alabama in March, 1965. 

 Mary Atwood’s acceptance letter into the Peace Corps and assignment 

to Chile in 1966 was only the beginning of her peace work. There was a 
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1986 clipping of her at Livermore Labs. She was a Good Friday Witness 

against the building of nuclear weapons and Star Wars missiles. 

 Teresa Wilson’s work with Pittsburgh’s Peace Links included news of 

her trip with her late husband, Jack, from Helsinki to Beijing on the 

Peace Train headed to the NGO Forum in 1995. 

 Several Pilgrims worked and witnessed against the violence in Chile, 

Nicaragua and Central America during their dark years. Dar Nicgorski 

was named a Ms. Magazine Woman of the Year in 1986 for her work in 

the Sanctuary movement. She was arrested and convicted by the U.S. 

government for offering safety to refugees. 

Others lived peace as part of the fabric of daily life. Rizak and Alice Abushar, 

Palestinian Christians who worked for the YMCA there. Pilgrim educators 

emphasized peace in their curricula and in their classroom décor. Children 

were raised to play and pray together no matter what their skin color or if 

local history was designed to divide them 

Tom Ambrogi, husband of Donna Ambrogi, was awarded a plaque by the 

State of California for his outstanding contribution to peace and justice during 

his long career. Celia Neustadt, a Claremont Pomona college graduate, began 

her career as a peacemaker. She won a Napier scholarship in 2012. Funded by 

a grant from deceased Pilgrims, Celia proposed and currently trains Youth 

Ambassadors to reach out to young people in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. They 

were disrupting the downtown tourist area, endangering the economy of the 

city. The Ambassadors mentor and direct these young people into 

constructive work. 

In the room hangs serigraphs by Corita Kent, a well-known peace artist of the 

1960s. On the first line, the word HOPE  is followed by the text: 

              “The secret is to risk disaster, 

                   hope for triumph and 

                    describe the forms of incarnation.” 

This exhibit showed us who are, each in a unique way, incarnations of Hope. 
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Readers’ Corner 
Marian Ronan 

Jesus Was A Migrant 

By Deirdre Cornell 
Orbis Books, 2014 
http://www.orbisbooks.com/jesus-was-a-
migrant.html 
$20. 
 
Grail member Deirdre Cornell’s new book, 
Jesus was a Migrant, could hardly be more 
timely. Even as nearly 70,000 unaccom-
panied minors have poured across the 
southern borders of this ostensibly 
Christian nation in the past year, too many 
of our fellow citizens still oppose providing them with shelter. And in the 
face of this crisis, our president has allowed a mere 4,000 refugee visas to 
be designated for these young people, while failing to increase the total 
number of refugee visas at all. 

In her very first chapter, Deirdre articulates the argument that all of these 
Christians need to hear: 

Surely a God who migrated from heaven to be born to a refugee 
family—to be born to a people painfully and intimately versed in 
Exodus and exile journeys—surely this God would ask us to look for 
his presence among migrants. Jesus was a migrant. How can 
migrants not matter? 

Deirdre expands this message in 15 subsequent narratives, each of which 
brings the experiences of migrants into detailed and memorable focus. In 
Part I, we walk with the migrants of Israel, from Genesis to Exodus to 
Babylon and back, and then meet Deirdre’s own immigrant ancestors 
fleeing to the U.S. during the Great Irish Hunger of the 1840s. In Part II, we 
celebrate with Rosa, a Central American migrant who had made her way to 
the U.S. at great cost only to be forced to return home a month after her 
quinceañera; then, we bury with Deirdre the stillborn twins of Susana and 
Pedro even as other Christians are celebrating the birth of Jesus. In further 
chapters, we mourn with the Latino community as they raise the money to 

http://www.orbisbooks.com/jesus-was-a-migrant.html
http://www.orbisbooks.com/jesus-was-a-migrant.html
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ship the body of a young migrant back to Mexico and share the visit of 
Deirdre and her family to their compadres and godchildren in a trailer park 
in Florida. Jesus and other migrants become ever more real to us as we 
proceed. 

In some respects, Jesus was a Migrant is a continuation of Deirdre Cornell’s 
two previous books. She continues writing in the first person, for example, 
weaving her own (now 20) years of migrant ministry into the stories of the 
men and women she and her husband, Kenney Gould, serve. Jesus was a 
Migrant also continues the references to and elaboration on the Psalms and 
the Hebrew prophets that enriched Deirdre’s first book, A Priceless View. 
Indeed, the integration of absorbing and accessible study of the Psalms, the 
prophets, and the Gospels in Deirdre’s stories of migrant experience is one 
of the outstanding features of this new collection. And migration itself was 
already a subtext in American Madonna, Deirdre’s second book, about the 
Virgin Mary crossing Mexican and U.S. borders. 

But Jesus was a Migrant differs from these previous books in other respects. 
First of all, it’s a collection of shorter pieces, revisions of articles written for 
The Catholic Worker and other publications or given as talks. And 
presumably because they were created for different audiences, the articles 
exhibit less of the scholarly nuance that I, for one, valued in the two 
previous books. 

Indeed, during my first reading of Jesus was a Migrant, I found it almost 
pious. For example, Deirdre uses Marina Warner’s feminist critique of the 
cult of the Virgin Mary to leaven her study of Latino/Latina Marian 
devotion in American Madonna. But in Jesus was a Migrant, she draws 
(briefly) on the work of Ann Catherine Emmerich, a German mystic whose 
writing inspired Mel Gibson’s repellent film, The Passion of the Christ. And 
while Patricia Miller begins Good Catholics, her study of the Catholic 
struggle over abortion rights, with a denunciation of the misogyny 
embedded in the doors of New York’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Deirdre 
begins a chapter on the lives of Catholic saints who were migrants with a 
reflection on the body of Pierre Toussaint in the crypt beneath those doors. 
Indeed, in this chapter, Deirdre includes the life of St. Francis Xavier 
Cabrini, one of the figures on the cathedral doors Miller finds so sexist. 

As I reread American Madonna however, I had to admit that Deirdre Cornell 
had warned readers of this shift well before the publication of Jesus was a 
Migrant. Speaking of her years working with Catholics in Mexico as a 
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Maryknoll lay missioner that led her to a new devotion to the Mother of 
God, Deirdre wrote, “Immersed in a community that I loved and that loved 
her, I began to speak less and to listen more…I learned to tread on holy 
ground where I had to take the proverbial sandals off my feet.” 

The articles in Jesus was a Migrant are testimonies to this transformation. 
We all move toward holy ground in different ways. Some of us do so by 
critiquing the sexism sculptured on cathedral doors. Others cry out to the 
Mother of God to aid us when our children are deported or our partner 
gets cancer from pesticides. Jesus was a Migrant helps some of us hear that 
second set of voices. 

Marian Ronan blogs at http://marianronan.wordpress.com 

 

 

Grail Birthdays: October - November 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

OCTOBER 

1 Duanne Welsch 
1 Jody Grundy 
2 Margaret Kane 
4 Lin Jacobs 
4 Nancy Traer 
5 Mary Kay Louchart 
6 Jean Kearns 
6 Maria-Emilia Thomas 
9 Peg Linnehan 
12 Kay King Jakob 
13 Mary Ann Neuman 
13 Rita Ponessa 
16 Frances Martin

16 Lyllis Ling 
17 Sharon Joslyn 
23 Jeanne Daniher 
23 T. Rose Holdcraft 
24 Angie Loecke 
24 Debra Lambo 
25 Martha Andrade- 
 Dousdebes 
25 Bernice Belair Sisson 
25 Ria De Groot 
26 Roberta Gill 
27 Jada Semidey-Green 

NOVEMBER   

4 Marcia Bedard 
7 Maclovia Rodriguez 
7 Mary Gindhart 
9 Mary Therese Coyle 
9 Jenna Messier 
14 Josephine Drabek 
17 Alice Drefchinski 
17 Linda Kolts 
18 Rose Mae Broussard 
19 Elizabeth Heidler 
21 Maria Sanchez 
28 Carol Webb 
29 Meg Bruck 

http://marianronan.wordpress.com/
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Laura Kaplan 
Renee Keels 
Alice Kelly 
Linda Kolts 
Julia Kristeller 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Viola La Fosse 
Maureen Laflin 
Debra Lambo 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Judy Markle 
Florence Marquez 
Frances Martin 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Joyce Minkler 
Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
Rose Morin 
Elizabeth Murphy 
Jacqueline Murray 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Emilia Normandin 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Trina Paulus 
Rita Ponessa 
Maria-Emilia Pounce-Thomas 
Tegan Rein 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Simonetta Romano 
Marian Ronan 

Patricia Dillon 
Patricia Dolan 
Alice Dougan 
Gloria Duday 
Magda Durante 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Frances Frazier 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Hermine Glaser 
Margaret Goederer 
Marian April Goering 
Claudia Gras 
Lea Grundy 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Mary Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
T. Rose Holdcraft 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Kathi Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Lucy Jones 
Sharon Joslyn 
Alexa Kane 

Member Giving 
January 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014 

 # Members # Donors % Donors # Gifts Totals 

Active * 174 125 72% 610 $70,348.92  
Emerita * 71 28 39% 105 $23,782.75 

Grand Totals 245 153 62% 715 $94,131.67  

*Member numbers may change from month to month as members choose different member categories 
 

Cornwall  $11,011.67  
Grailville  $11,511.01  
National  $50,574.49 
Special Projects  $21,034.50  

Mary Helen Adler 
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Ana Flora Anderson 
Mary Lou Armas 
Wendy Bayer 
Marcia Bedard 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Margaret Bruck 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Mary Ellen Camele 
Penny Carr 
Terri Carter 
Brigitte Ferrari- Cicero 
Mary Ellen Clifford 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Ann Marie Czyzewski 
Theresa Dardar 
Maria de Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Dora Delancey 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Virginia Deters 
Catherine Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 

Beth Rosen 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 
Debora Schak 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Robin Sclafani 
Carol Siemering 
Deborah Silvestri 
Bernice Belair Sisson 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Emily Snyder 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Sharon Thomson 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Ruth Vargas 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Sharon Wood 
Claudia Yamasue 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


