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April 2015 
 

Update on the Work Toward the Future of Grailville 
Grailville Future Committee 

 

The Grailville Future Committee, along with Council member Terri Carter and 
National Director Noreen Willhelm, met last Thursday through Sunday at Grailville 
to continue our work on the potential uses for the land and buildings at Grailville. 
The meeting began with a prayer to center us before beginning our discussion. 

God, Creator, look upon the women gathered here today with compassion. We 
bring a flood of emotion, hope and dread, optimism and worry. Help us clear 
our minds of the buzz of life outside this place to more clearly focus on the 
work before us.  

Let us recognize in one another our good intentions. We each see the future 
differently because we have arrived at this place by way of different roads. 

Creator of all things, help us shed our preconceived notions, our protective 
shell, our righteousness. Help us look upon each other gently, recognizing our 
vulnerable state. Help us share our ideas, and at the same time, accept the 
ideas of others with infinite gentleness, because the giver, in sharing their 
thoughts, is sharing a piece of themselves. 

May we join together today, embrace this 
difficult work, and eagerly advance this 
Movement into the future. 

-John O’Donohue 

Our Guiding Principles 
Throughout our discussion we frequently referred 
to our job description, written by Council based on 
agreements during the 2014 General Assembly: 

 The Oratory and Cemetery are protected as one 
of our spiritual Homes Places 

 The 150 agricultural acreage for organic food 
production be protected and used 
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More About the Trust for Public 
Land and Conservation Easements 
Recognizing The Grail’s commit-
ment to partnerships in this 
process, Mary Lu Lageman, 
Terry Marshall, Becky Hill and 
Pat Hill reached out to The Trust 
for Public Land to explore the 
possibility for additional 
easements on our land. 

The Trust for Public Land was 
founded in 1972 to protect land for 
parks, farms, ranches, forests, as 
well as waterways. It uses funds 
from individuals, foundations and 
federal and state programs to 
achieve its mission. The Trust for 
Public Land can help preserve land 
in perpetuity in three ways: 

1. Fee Simple Purchase 
2. Conservation Easement 
3. Agricultural Easement 

Fee Simple Purchase: In a fee 
simple purchase, the Trust for 
Public Land would buy land at 
about 75% of development value 
from The Grail and transfer it to 
the Clermont County Park District 
which would manage the property 
in perpetuity. The land would be 
open to public use for hiking, 
picnicking and educational 
programs. 
Conservation Easement: In the 
case of a conservation easement, 
the Trust for Public land would pay 
us to maintain the land as is and 

 Partnering should be explored 

We also remembered Debora Schak’s 
request that we “listen loudly” to the 
membership. The ideas brought forth in 
proposals were frequently weighed against 
the themes we heard during the GA, on the 
listserv and from the circle meetings: 

 The desire for partnerships to carry out 
work we ourselves are not equipped to do 

 Interest in a residential community, in 
conjunction with the agricultural land 

 Protection of the land in perpetuity 
 Mission driven uses of our resources 

We are thrilled to report that there are viable 
opportunities emerging to reenergize 
Grailville, expand our commitment to the 
land and remain true to The Grail mission. 

Our Approach 
When we reviewed the proposals submitted 
in response to the RFP, they tended to fall 
into four categories – large land use ideas, 
small land use ideas, programming ideas and 
ideas that did not mesh with The Grail vision. 
The GVFC decided it made the most sense to 
work on the large scale ideas first to create 
an overall framework for the land and 
building uses. Once that is defined, the 
smaller land use and programming ideas can 
be added where they make sense. To 
understand the land use proposals in greater 
detail, the group spent two and a half days 
meeting face-to-face with proposers.  Three 
broad themes emerged – conservation, 
agriculture and residential community.  

We first met with Grail members and repre-
sentatives of the Trust for Public Land and 
the Clermont County Parks District to discuss 
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how the land at Grailville can be protected in 
perpetuity. The Trust for Public Land is 
willing to pay us to preserve some of the land 
through a Conservation Easement (similar to 
what we have in place today along the river on 
the north side of the property), conserve the 
land for agricultural use or conserve the land 
for use by the Park District. (See Page 2 for 
details about the various conservation 
options.)  

We also met with farmers interested in 
putting the full agricultural acres into 
production. We were thrilled to find 
individuals and nonprofits with our same 
vision for creating a vibrant farm using 
progressive farming techniques that enhance 
the crops, soil and animals without the use of 
chemicals; educational programming; and 
opportunities for Grail members, interns and 
others to work on the farm. (See Page 4 on 
leasing versus sale of land to farmers). 

We explored ideas for using our existing 
buildings or creating new spaces for a community of families, retirees, Grail 
members, interns, farmers and various vulnerable groups.  

Next Steps 
A tremendous amount of work has been accomplished since the 2014 GA. We have 
spent roughly 700 hours on this work since last August! A great deal more has to 
be done before the GVFC can give Council a solid recommendation by the June 1 
deadline. Our next steps include: 

 Meeting with an attorney to ensure The Grail is protected in any 
negotiations. We will be using Jim Dressman, the attorney the Sisters of the 
Congregation of Divine Providence in Melbourne, KY used during their 
transition in 2013. We were impressed with Jim during our initial 
conversation and the sisters spoke very highly of his expertise, 
professionalism, background and resources.  

 Schedule site visits with proposers to see their work first hand. 

not permit development. The Grail 
could sell the land in the future but 
it could never be developed. We 
would be paid about half of what 
we could expect from a fee simple 
purchase. 
Agricultural Easement: An 
agricultural easement would 
protect the land so that it could 
never be used for anything other 
than agriculture. The easement 
would not preclude us from selling 
or leasing the land to a farmer. We 
could expect to be paid about a 
quarter of what we would earn 
from a fee simple purchase. 

We are considering a combination 
of the three preservation options 
on various parts of the Grailville 
property. 

Easements, continued 
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Lease Versus Sale of Land to Farmers 

The GVFC was charged with protecting the agricultural acres at Grailville for food 
production. Members would like to see the land in production but today’s members 
are not in a position to do all the work. We need to rely on experienced farmers 
outside of The Grail with the resources to create a thriving, productive and beautiful 
farm on our land.  

We have been approached by farmers that share our vision for naturally grown 
produce, in a community environment, with the utmost respect for the land. Our initial 
thought was to lease the land to them but one after another said they prefer to own 
the land. The investment of time and energy just in soil preparation can take three 
years. Farmers prefer the security of owning the land that they are improving and, as 
Wendell Berry says, getting to know the land intimately.  

As long as the land is protected with an agricultural easement, it will remain farmland, 
even if the farmer we choose sells the farm in the future. The other benefit of selling 
the land to a farmer(s) is that The Grail would not have to manage leases anymore. 
This has required staff time and has not been very profitable. By preserving the land 
for agriculture and selling to like-minded farmers, we would be free to redirect our 
time and talent to the pursuit of mission-driven work. 

 Contact agricultural 
experts to discuss aspects 
of the farming proposals. 

Thank you to all the members 
who have supported our efforts 
with your prayers and 
encouragement. Thank you, too, 
for your trust and patience. We 
know you are hungry for details 
and appreciate your understand-
ing of the need for confidentiality 
in some of our discussions. We 
will continue to provide periodic 
updates to keep you informed of our progress. Meanwhile, please feel free to 
submit questions to us at gvfc@grail-us.org and we will answer to the best of our 
ability in the National Grail News each Friday. 

mailto:GVFC@grail-us.org
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In Loving Memory: Bernice Belair Sisson 
October 25, 1922- September 18, 2014 

We are saddened to learn of the death of 
Bernice Belair Sisson, who came to 
Grailville in 1944. She died September 18, 
2014 at the age of 92 in Minnesota. 

Bernice recalled in a recent Grail census 
that there were 19 women at Grailville 
that first year. She stayed until 1946, 
providing hospitality, cooking and, as she 
wrote, being “in charge” at Super Flumina, 
the former Grail house in Foster, Ohio. 

She worked in domestic abuse prevention 
programs for 40 years and helped found the first shelter for battered women in the 
country, Women's Advocates in St. Paul. As her daughter, Lydwine, noted, “My 
mother and her two friends scraped up enough money back in 1972 so they could 
buy an old three-story house where abused women and their children could go for 
shelter.” Bernice, who worked as a nurse, became an advocate for elder abuse 
prevention and in her mid-80s facilitated support groups for older women. 

Bernice was preceded in death by her husband John, to whom she was married for 
56 years. She is survived by six of her 10 children: Hilde, Lydwine, Angela, Paul, 
David and Joseph; 12 grandchildren; and many great-grandchildren.  

Millie Adams Dosh 
Bernice was a great inspiration in my life. I was involved in a Grail Women with 
Children discussion with Grace McGinnis, Monica Erler, Carole Leopold and 
Bernice 20 or so years ago. I never joined the Grail, but was there in 1956 and 1957 
for summer courses. I gave a workshop at Grailville with Ruth Murphy on Women, 
Food and Agriculture. What was monumental in my opinion (besides raising such a 
huge family) was that Bernice and Monica started the very first shelter for women 
in the whole country. Up until a short time before her death, Bernice was still 
meeting and facilitating groups of older women who lived in abusive relationships. 
Add to that --the burial of 4 children, one by suicide, one a birth and one with 
Downs Syndrome. She was so gentle and loving. I was very sad to receive this 
unexpected news. But I do believe that we will meet again. 

Marguerite Lunney Coyle 
Lydwine Sisson and her sister, two of Bernice and John Sisson’s older children, 
were the flower girls for our Lunney-Coyle wedding in June 1953. And during the 

Bernice Belair Sisson with her granddaughter, Kimmy 
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ensuing years, any time I happened to be in St. Paul, Bernice would invite me to 
spend time with her. It was a balm and a blessing to share stories with this warm, 
gracious family. 

Not only a nurturer of her own, Bernice was also a fierce defender of women, co-
founding a local women’s shelter. Here was a place where those who had need 
could be assured of physical safety and a refuge where their dignity and 
individuality were respected.  Bernice’s strength and steadfastness were inspiring 
to those whose sense of self required healing and restoration. 

Her interests – and zeal – took her to China for the first Beijing conference. She was 
also a force within the Minnesota Grail women’s group, which included Betty 
Waldoch and Monica Erler. In earlier days, she was an eager participant in this new 
group – The Grail – that had come to the United States. Her years at Grailville were 
spent among those other valiant women to whom we are now paying tribute. She 
joins them, having fulfilled her task, taking her place among the just in the hands of 
God. Are we not fortunate to have such luminous women to light our path? 

Amy Blumenshine, SAG ‘73 
I know that I’m but one of the many people who Bernice influenced profoundly. 
She made graceful but powerful ripples. As a young woman, I encountered Bernice 
and Monica Erler (the dynamic duo!) helping to respond to domestic violence in 
Minnesota. They were pioneers and trailblazers, of course, always seeking to create 
change within Right Relationship and a Deep Love of the Divine/World. I followed 
their connections to volunteer with the Wounded Knee Defense/Offense 
Committee during the trial of the American Indian Movement (AIM) leaders and 
then their guidance to participate in the Semester at Grailville (SAG). In later years, 
I always found Bernice on the cusp of doing what needed to be done, leading the 
way towards addressing Elder Abuse, for instance. She was my Mother Hen at a 
formative period in my life, showing that life could be lived with grace, beauty, 
family and activism. I am among the many who count themselves lucky to have 
known her.  

Alexa Kane 
I did not have the chance to ever meet Bernice, but I would praise her so much for 
starting the first women's domestic violence house! What a wonderful woman she 
must have been to do that for a much needed societal problem. I wish I would have 
known her; may she rest in Peace!  

Vivian Corres 
I never knew Bernice, but what a privilege to stand on her shoulders! Blessed are 
the ancestors who led the way! My condolences to all who knew and loved her! 
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Our Grail Community 
Fran Martin 

Our Grail Community is a community that needs to reach out in order to follow its 
mission and to dwell within in order to deepen the vision. 

 Community as a vision needs to be enfleshed. 
 Community as a lump of clay needs to be molded. 
 Community as an art needs to be crafted. 
 Community as music needs to be practiced and fine-tuned. 

When we speak of the quality of our Grail communities, we refer to all of the above. 
We know that living under one roof, or on one piece of land does not guarantee a 
community of quality, where each member is honored, supported, encouraged, as 
well as challenged; where there is respect, one for another, and from our 
community to others. In fact, a vibrant, loving, free community is a very real work. 
It is a work that depends on all members. When it is working, others may say: “See 
how they love one another!” 

We have a concept of community: the Source of all Being, the Word and the Holy 
Spirit. This is the divine communal image. We in our international community of 
The Grail attempt to be in touch with that Divine image and reflect it outward. 

A loving community allows for the “out of sorts” days, the tired days of one or 
another of us and the diversity of thought or approach which sometimes wears us 
down. Ideally, we all can count on each person being interdependent with each 
other; we can also be assured of each person actively being accountable for her 
share of the community’s work. Besides that, we count on friendships within the 
community; and mentors and wise women, generous women. These do not come 
from one person only, but from each other. 

I am especially interested in the International Grail Community. What JOY when we 
get together. What a beautiful sight the International Grail is! Also, what a work to 
understand each other, our words, meanings, cultures. 

Ingredients needed in our community: TRUST, HONESTY, KINDNESS, CARE FOR 
THE WHOLE, CARE FOR EACH PERSON. These come from within each of us. 
Sometimes we think they need to come only from a leader. But each of us needs to 
be alert and thinking of the good of the whole. One time in Tanzania, when 
dwelling on community, I asked a group to form a circle. That was easy. Then, to 
dance the “Grand Right and Left.” That, of course, brought puzzled looks. No one 
could do that, even if they wished to, until they received some instruction on how 
to step and reach for each other’s hands. While explaining and experimenting with 
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this, the person who caught on first started helping the others and the help went 
from one to the other until all could do it. So the circle, nice as it was, did not make 
the dance and, as well, being in the same place does not make community. The 
community needs leaders, interpreters, explainers, and each individual may learn 
in different ways. The dance step can be and was accomplished! Community on the 
other hand, needs to be ongoing, nurtured and tended by each of us. It is not a 
finished product. 

Imagine a beautiful light enveloping yourself and those in your closest Grail circle, 
and let that light connect The Grail around the earth. Practice this imaging. Our 
International Grail Community’s glow then can go to the earth community, the 
people of our countries, the suffering, the sick, the powerful and powerless, the 
joyous and the sad. 

Our Grail Community is a community that needs to reach out in order to follow its 
mission, and to dwell within in order to deepen in vision. 

 

Nucleus Dedication - Celebrating 40 Years 
Martha Heidkamp 

With great gratitude, I ask Grail members in the 
U.S. and around the world to celebrate with me 
the 40th anniversary of my nucleus dedication on 
Sunday, April 12, 2015. Recently, I described the 
nucleus as “my calling as a lay woman dedicated 
to God in celibacy within The Grail.” For me each 
of those key words conveys important strands of 
the nucleus vocation.  

My dedication was celebrated during Mass in the 
Grailville Oratory on Saturday evening, April 12, 
1975. Close to 200 people were present: my 
family from around the country, U.S. Grail Council 
members meeting that weekend, local Grail 
members and their families, Grailville staff, 
Semester at Grailville (SAG) students, friends and 

neighbors. The Continuity Team, Mary Kane and Eleanor Walker, represented 
International President Simone Tagher of Egypt. 

The theme of the broader celebration surrounding my dedication was “Path with a 
Heart,” taken from a text by Carlos Castaneda in The Teachings of Don Juan. I had 
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asked three Grail members (married, single, nucleus) to each share a reflection on 
her own life path as she lived it within The Grail. I shared a personal prayer/ 
reflection as well. Part of it was 

“…. today I stand before you  
In freedom and in love 
Within this community and yet alone 
To dedicate my life to you 
In the fullness with which you have given it to me.” 

As I reflect back 40 years later, I realize anew that, although this dedication 
promise was made at a certain moment, trusting in God’s faithfulness I renew it 
and ‘live into it’ daily, as life unfolds.  

God: I understand the nucleus as the way I am called to live out my baptismal 
promises: that I will orient all aspects of my life to live immersed in God, in a 
deepening relationship with God and for all my actions to reflect God’s love for the 
world. Thus, I started my personal anniversary celebration by making a silent 
retreat the first weekend of March. Those two quiet days were a very meaningful 
opportunity to ‘be’ with God. I am sustained and nurtured in my commitment to 
God, both by the integrity of the spiritual searches underlying the lives of my Grail 
sisters and by my Roman Catholic faith tradition, lived especially within my local 
parish community, Nativity Church in Cincinnati. 

Celibacy: As expressed within the U.S. Grail nucleus, celibacy has two aspects, with 
one or the other often emphasized in a particular member’s life. Some found The 
Grail call to the ‘transformation of the world’ important enough to dedicate their 
entire life energy to. Thus, celibacy is part of the ‘package’ that enabled freedom to 
undertake the necessary actions. I find myself with those attracted to a life of 
prayer and/or dedication to Christ in celibacy, some even before meeting The Grail. 
They were happy to find a lay group that respected and enabled this. A life devoted 
to actions leading to the ‘transformation of the world’ developed as they grew into 
The Grail vision and mission.  

The Grail: My formal dedication statement included: 

“(I) affirm my belief in the vision of The Grail 
And its mission in the world: 
 Striving to remain sensitive to its developing reality 
 In communion with (all) those who form this movement 
 Accepting its designated authority 

Now and in the years to come.” 
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Although The Grail in many ways sustains, supports and nurtures me, it challenges 
me as well. I dedicate myself to search for God and transform the world together 
with all of us, 

 locally, nationally and internationally;  
 as movement, as community, as organization.  

We each have multiple commitments in our lives. Nucleus dedication usually 
signifies giving The Grail the highest priority in personal decision-making, but still 
not unlimited or un-reflected. Trusting in God’s faithfulness as we wrestle with 
these intersecting aspects of our Grail life together, is often much more challenging 
for me than celibacy.  

Full Circle: I first met The Grail in February 1964, as a high-school senior living 
with my family in Johannesburg, South Africa. The program at The Grail Center that 
day changed my life forever. The theme “Faith: The leaven of our lives” opened me 
to an eagerness and desire to respond to God personally. I was introduced to the 
social justice challenge of Pope John XXIII’s encyclical “Pacem in Terris” and to 
Kahlil Gibran’s insight: “Work is love made visible.”  

I grew into The Grail over many years and experiences: 

 in Johannesburg - a two-year training and service program; 
 in Chicago - attending university and getting my first job; 
 at Grailville - as Business Manager and other ‘backroom’ roles.  

From the beginning, I felt called to make my dedication in The Grail nucleus. As I 
explored that with a small Grail ‘nucleus preparation’ group in the early 1970s, we 
were surrounded by all the upheavals in church and culture around sexuality and 
permanent commitment. The group supported my search, but no one encouraged 
me. I continued to perceive God’s call within The Grail and in the nucleus.  

My nucleus dedication on April 12, 1975 was the end of one stage of my life and the 
beginning of another. Forty years later, tears come to my eyes as I say to God and 
to the Grail: “I am utterly grateful.” Please join me in prayer and in celebration. 

 

Getting to Know The Grail Finance Team 
Loretta Rokey, Treasurer 

Much of the day-to-day work of The Grail in the United States is done by members working in 
groups – as committees, work groups, task forces or individuals sharing a common interest. We are 
introducing some of these groups to you over the next several months, to give a clearer picture of 
who it is who has taken on such valuable work in the life of The Grail.  
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I wanted to remind everyone that we are fortunate to have a great Finance Team 
that is reviewing our financial statements and reporting to The Grail Council 
monthly.  Our current team consists of five members: 

Wendy Budzynski, from the Cincinnati region, who has a degree 
in accounting and works for a private business. Wendy also serves 
on the Grailville Future Committee. 

Mary Farrell, from the Boston region, has served 
the financial needs of The Grail for many years, 
including two terms as Treasurer in the United 

States and currently serves as International Finance Officer. 

Loretta Rokey, from the Cincinnati region, has a master’s in 
public administration and has led local municipal governments for 
more than 20 years. She is the Treasurer of The Grail in the U.S. 
and is a member of the Grailville Future Committee. 

Carol Skyrm, from the New York region, has had a 
long career in fundraising for national and international 
organizations. She is also a former member of the board of the 
International Grail Foundation. Carol was elected to the U.S. Council 
and her term began in January. 

Sharon Wood, from the Northern California region, holds a 
doctorate in psychology and has spent a career in education and 
health care and has a special interest in investment management. 

The Finance Team is supported by two staff, Noreen Willhelm, the 
National Director, and Finance Manager Kelly Lipp, who spent 
years as a certified public accountant (CPA). 

Two Finance Team members have volunteered to form subcommittees to delve 
deeper into Grail policies related to asset management and socially responsible 
investment. Carol Skyrm, as a member of Council, has agreed to lead the review of 
our Asset Policy with the assistance of Martha Heidkamp and Marian April 
Goering. Sharon Wood and Mary Farrell have agreed to review our investment 
portfolio and our policies and practices related to Socially Responsible investment, 
with assistance from Noreen Wilhelm. 

The Grail’s investments have been managed for more than 20 years by Bartlett & 
Co., a locally-owned firm in Cincinnati. Kelley Downing, president and CEO, has 
personally managed our funds for most of that time. She bought the company, 
along with some of her senior staff, in 2012. The Council will meet with Kelley 
during our April meeting at Grailville. 



Gumbo 4-2015  Page 12 

The Grail in the United States 

We invite you to review our policies so you will be familiar with them before any 
recommendations or changes are brought forward from the committee to the 
Council. They can be viewed on The Grail website at the following links: 

Grail Asset Policy and Grail Investment Policy 

If you have any questions, recommendations or expertise regarding these matters, 
please contact Noreen or me.   

 

International Women’s Day Celebration 
Laura Hershberger 

On March 19th, The 
Grail participated in 
an "International 
Women's Day 
Dinner: Women 
Across the 
Generations" at 
Xavier University. 
Marian Schwab, 
Terri Carter, 
Elizabeth 
Robinson, Deborah 
Sullivan, Mary Kay 
Delgado, Katie 
Sellers and Laura 
Hershberger 
represented The Grail, one of seven local groups invited to an organization fair that 
opened the dinner. Grail members were able to share about The Grail with Xavier 
students and local women leaders while at the same time learning about the 
important work of the other groups. Other groups that attended were: Girls on the 
Run, End Slavery Cincinnati, Lydia's House, League of Women Voters, Alliance 
Française de Cincinnati and Greater Cincinnati World Affairs Council. During the 
dinner, participants listened as three local women of different generations and 
cultures presented on their experience of being a woman in their community and 
culture.  Grail members appreciated the opportunity to hear from such inspiring 
women and make connections with other groups and individuals who share values 
similar to those of The Grail. 

 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Asset-Policy-2010.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Grail-Investment-Policy.pdf
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UN Commission on the Status of Women 
Snapshots from the 59th meeting of the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women.  
 
  

From left: Philadelphia girls at UN event; above, 
some of The Grail contingent; below and below, 
left, the Girls Panel on March 10: 50 girls and 
women joined to hear what girls and young women 
think about progress in the last 20 years for girls 
and women and what is still to be done. 
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Grail Birthday Celebrations: Debora Schak & Florence Marquez 

 

Greetings to Debora Schak from the German Grail 

Only in love can I find you, my God. 

In love the gates of my soul spring open, 

allowing me to breathe a new air of freedom 

and forget my own petty self. 

In love all the powers of my soul flow out toward 

you, wanting never more to return, 

but to lose themselves completely in you! 

K. Rahner 

Dear Debora,  

Today, The Grail World gathers in Grailville personally, virtually and spiritually—to celebrate 

your Birthday—to rejoice in the Lord for the fulfilment of 90 years of life—your life Debora!  

It holds a story so rich and so wonderful, that details would fill bookshelves—yet it tells 

especially from the mystery of being loved. In love you were created and your parents gave life 

nine decades ago to someone eternal! In love you were born and reborn and it was as if the sun 

Terry Marshall organized a lovely 
90th Birthday Celebration for 
Debora Schak on March 29 in the 
Grailville Dining Room. We 
prayed, sang, shared our gratitude 
for Debora and were regaled with 
some of the stories about her 
many years in the Grail: in Jordan, 
in Hong Kong, in the Philippines 
and on the Grailville Farm. What a 
blessing and inspiration she has 
been to many of us in The Grail 
and in the Loveland neighbor-
hood. Pictured in the photo are 
some of us wrapping up the party: 
Mary Lu Lageman, Joyce Minkler, 
Pat Dolan, Debora Schak, Terry 
Marshall, Marian Schwab, Meg 
Bruck, Anne Mercier, Lenie 
Schaareman, Mary Emma Kuhn, 
Joyce Asfour 
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Grail members in Northern California – and one from afar – gathered in February 
to celebrate the birthday of Florence Marquez, the oldest member in the region. 
Pictured above, clockwise from left: Emmy Normandin, Ria de Groot, Ceci 
Figueroa, Katherine Price (from Costa Rica), Pat Serna and Florence Marquez, 
seated. 

rays would enlighten you and all the days, in which you struggled to find the deepest ground of 

the love and desire dwelling in you. You know that the person touched by God remains young! 

It was your yes to God within The Grail that gave you as a gift to us—it was the Mystery you 

searched and found in the faces of women you worked for in Grailville, New York, Hong Kong, 

India and Jordan and the reflection of love in their eyes.  

What a gift you are, and we wish we could grow by meeting you and learn from your wisdom. Our 

good wishes reach out to you today: for fulfilled years to come, for a tremendous trust in God, 

for a hearing heart, realizing the silent sounds of the poor and of the Lord speaking, for health 

and strength and an ever growing love. A very happy birthday to you, Debora; many greetings 

and much love. 

Christa Werner and Silvana Ferraguti, 

on behalf of The Grail in Germany 
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The Grail in the United States 

Grail Birthdays: March-April 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

APRIL 

3 Una Mae Hargrave 
6 Alice Kelly 
7 Barbara Gibbons 
9 Theresa Dardar 
10 Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 
15 Ingrid Farnham 
17 Marian Lucas 
18 Donna Ambrogi 
18 Barbara Coleman 
18 Carole Spearin McCauley 
18 Marian Ronan 
22 Bonnie Hendricks 
23 Hermine Glaser 

 
24  Frances Hebert 
25 Patricia Young 

MAY 
2 Gloria Boudreaux 
5 Alice Gallagher 
5 Cecilia Figueroa 
6 Vivian Corres 
6 Simonetta Romano 
7 Grace Heising 
8 Carol Leopold 
9 Marguerite Coyle 
9 Joy Garland 

 
9 Lillian Anglada  
12 Elena Ruiz 
17 Dode Shepherd 
17 Priscilla Mechana 
17 Peggy Goederer 
19 Fran Frazier 
20 Karen O'Brien 
20 Lillian Wall 
23 Magda Durante 
27 Nicole Westrick 
28 Ieva Zadina 
28 Monica Maher 
30 Diana Hayes 
30 Sharon Thomson 
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The Grail in the United States 

Member Giving: January 1 to March 31, 2015 
 # Members # Donors % Donors # Gifts Totals 

Active 175 72  200 $27,030.00 
Emerita 71 15  42 $14,185.00 

Grand Totals 245 86  241 $41,215.00 

 

Cornwall  $3,900.00 
Grailville  $5,422.50 
National  $25,076.00 
Special Projects  $6,816.50 

Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Carol Barton 
Marcia Bedard 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Terri Carter 
Gabriella Chapman 
Cynthia Cheyne 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Marguerite Coyle 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Tiffany Curtis 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Maria de Groot 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Kate Devlin 
Jackie DiSalvo 
Eva Fleischner 
Frances Frazier 

Barbara Gibbons 
Marian April Goering 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Diana Hayes 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Martha Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Miriam Hill 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Anne Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Linda Kolts 
Mary Emma Kuhn 
Maureen Laflin 
Debra Lambo 
Judith Brown Leigh 
Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 
Monica Maher 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carol McDonnell 
Anne Mercier 
Jacqueline Murray 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 

Shellie Owens 
Rita Ponessa 
Maria-Emilia Pounce-
Thomas 
Tegan Rein 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Helena Schaareman 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Deborah Silvestri 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Brigitte Stark-Merklein 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Rose Taul 
Maureen Tate 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Barbara Troxell 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Lillian Wall 
Carol Webb 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


