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My Recent Visit to The Grail in Italy 
Debra Lambo 

I read Maureen Tate’s article in the June 5 edition of Gumbo, encouraging us to 

read the letter from the International Leadership Team (ILT), she asked us to share 

our responses. Coincidentally, the email arrived the day I returned home from Italy, 

which included a short visit to The Grail women in Milan. The following is a report 

of my visit as well as an expression of my deep appreciation for the kindness and 

generosity that was extended to me by each woman I met in Milan. 

Two years ago, while thinking about starting a Grail Circle in Princeton, I thought 

about the ways in which we meet as Grail in the U.S. as well as internationally. 

When the opportunity came to travel to Italy this summer, I contacted the women 

in Milan to inquire about a visit and their response was immediate; they would 

welcome me, as well as organize a Grail meeting.  

When I first wrote to Anita Saisi and Marina Sangalli about my plans, Anita invited 

me to spend two nights with her. Upon my arrival at Anita’s apartment, she had 

prepared lunch and organized an afternoon tour of Milan with Pia Zuccolin. The 

following morning when Marina arrived, I shared a recent short article about 

Milan. Her response was, “Oh yes I’ve been wanting to go there myself” and off we 

went to spend a beautiful morning walking on the recently developed canals of 

Milan, followed by a delicious lunch prepared by Marina’s two daughters. 

Afterward we headed to The Grail flat for a meeting which included Pia, Marina 

Sangalli, Anita Saisi, Anita Cappello, Lucia Cattaneo, Gemma DiMarino and Claudia 

Gras.  

Anita and I had done some preparation for the 

meeting during our conversations about spirituality 

and the task of The Grail. The beautiful thing about 

being a part of a community is that no matter where 

you meet, there is this foundation and glue that binds 
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us, making it easier to make a connection around topics and issues that concern us. 

In getting to know Anita, I shared my recent efforts around starting a Grail circle in 

Princeton and my volunteer work at the Princeton Senior Center. She asked me if I 

would facilitate a portion of the meeting on the model that I use in my Active 

Wisdom group, which is to introduce a text, which can be a poem or an article to 

use for reflection and dialogue. In a pure moment of grace, Anita brought out a 

collection of Emily Dickinson poems printed in both English and Italian; we had 

just read two Dickinson poems in our last group in Princeton. She made copies in 

both languages and we were able to use the poem as a prompt for deep sharing, as 

one of the women said, an “experience that comes not from the head but from one’s 

everyday life.” The meeting officially ended over a pizza at a nearby restaurant. 

The Grail in Italy is facing its own challenge right now; the taxes on the flat they 

own are exorbitantly expensive and, as a result, they will need to make some 

important decisions in the near future. The space is used for Grail meetings as well 

as a place to hold classes for women who are new to Milan. They were hosting a 

class the next day on nutrition, where as many as 15 to 20 women could show up. 

The classes are taught by The Grail women, some of whom have a history of 

working with “base” communities, which identify and confront situations in their 

own communities. Let us hope that they find a way to continue this important and 

valuable work. 

  

During my short visit, something interesting happened: I was asked to bring my 

experience of The Grail to their Circle, opening up a space, and in doing so, we were 

able to “join together” who we are as Grail women in the spirit of The Grail. My 

intention when I set out for Milan was to have the experience of Grail women in 

their community, learning what it means to be a Grail woman in Milan. In an Emily 

Dickinson poem, “Tell All the Truth,” she tells us, “Tell the truth but tell it on the 

slant.” This brief opportunity to meet with Grail women in Italy was a “networking” 

experience but it occurred “on the slant”—spending time in Anita’s home, sharing a 

meal, an afternoon, a morning together and even at a meeting. It was a way to learn 

about the “identity” of the Italian Grail, to network and strengthen bonds, 

internationally. I would like to continue this sort of Grail journey. If anyone is 

interested in joining me on a Grail “pilgrimage,” please e-mail me at 

deblam52@aol.com. 

  

mailto:deblam52@aol.com
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Grailville Collection Spotlight: 

EUREKA!!!! 
Terrie Puckett, Grailville Director 

Thanks to Grail members sharing and talking about the Grailville Collection 

Spotlight, we are blessed to now have information on the Carved African Elephant 

Tusk in the House of Joy. Mary Gindhart knew that the tusk came to Grailville via 

Mariette Wickes, so Mary contacted Francine Wickes, who asked Mariette for 

information. Here is what Mariette wrote: 

“Francine told me that you want to know about the elephant tusk, which, yes, I 

did give to Grailville, around 1962. Beautiful isn't it , even if unecological. I 

hope you can keep on displaying it. I don't remember how I got it, perhaps in 

Uganda, I'm not sure. I don't remember, either, any problems in bringing it 

back, with me as I recall.” 

How this helps: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service—which controls ivory sale and 

transport—has very strict rules. In general, if you own ivory AND can prove that 

the piece: is African ivory, was made in Africa, came to the U.S. prior to 1976 AND 

that it has belonged to the same owner since 1976, then there are several options 

available for future use. If you cannot prove all of those items, than the only real 

option is to give it to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be ground down. Having 

Mariette’s information should keep this item safe from destruction. 

Thank you, Mary, Francine and Mariette! 

This month, there are two new items in the spotlight. We still need information on 

all the spotlight items (except, of course, the tusk) so if you have anything to share, 

please let us know. 

We are asking for your help.  If you can help fill in the blanks via online research 

from the comfort of your home, have stories about the items in the spotlight to 

share, or would like to take part on site, please contact Kendall Trotter, Transition 

and Operations Assistant, at (513) 683-2340, ext. 226, or via email at 

ktrotter@grailville.org. 

 

  

mailto:ktrotter@grailville.org
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Artist C. A. Forrest 

This vibrant painting is one of many paintings and 

drawings at Grailville signed by artist C. A. Forrest. 

There is also an assortment of jewelry from Rising Sun 

Studio Works attributed to C. A. Forrest as well. We 

would love to discover more 

about the artist’s relationship 

with Grailville.  

Carved Ivory Bust 

This intricately carved ivory 

bust of a youth with a tall head 

ornament currently resides in 

the House of Joy Counsel 

Room. The origins of the bust are currently unknown, but 

based on the figure we assume it is African ivory. Just like 

the tusk, this piece falls under the same rules for 

ownership from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. So, if 

you know how it came to Grailville and when, please let us 

know!  

 

Father Jacques van Ginneken’s Vision, Part 3 
Marguerite van Gilse 

As we look around Grailville, at our archives and belongings, we continue to 
unearth beautiful pictures and descriptions of The Grail’s roots and works. Terry 
Marshall found and transcribed a handwritten copy of this essay by Marguerite 
van Gilse, the first international president of The Grail (1924-1949), written in the 
wake of Vatican II. This is the third of three parts. Parts 1 and 2 can be found in the 
May 2015 and June 2015 issues of Gumbo. 

Poverty, Chastity, Obedience 

Because of the (Vatican) Council in Rome, because of the new thinking among the 

theologians, because of our own experience in these 43 years that The Grail has 

existed (in 1964), we are questioning today the meaning of these three counsels 

for a lay group. Father van Ginneken always said that we should remain lay, a “pia 

unio” and that we should never come under the Congregation of Religious in Rome.  

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/GUMBO-5-2015.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/GUMBO-6-2015.pdf
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He said, too, that we should grow with the time and adapt to the time, and even in 

his own lifetime there was much that was changed. On the other hand, he laid great 

stress on obedience and on the other counsels. He spoke of blind obedience, of 

surrender, of the giving of self totally into the hands of the superior. The structure 

was the structure of religious order with a strongly centralized obedience, like that 

of the Jesuits. Even at the very end of his life, he still insisted on this and on the 

practices of mortification, and believed that without these things there would  be 

no fervor or spirit. They were for him the way that The Grail would live the spirit of 

the cross. 

What is the answer for today? It would not be the right thing nor would it be wise 

to try to reach a definite conclusion when the Church herself does not know and 

the theologians are bringing new insights forward each day. It is, I think, a time to 

give freedom to experiment and to seek for the answer, and because there are 

different opinions on all of this, I would propose the following: 

1. For those who feel the need for something definite, and who wish to know 

with certitude what is required of them, I would think it good if they made 

and agreed to a certain provisional set of rules. 

2. For those who doubt that the three counsels in the way they have existed and 

been understood are suitable for a lay group, I would think it good that they 

have the freedom to try our new possibilities and forms. 

3. All this could, I think, develop through the small discussion groups that are 

already underway in Holland and in other countries. I would have great hope 

in the small discussion groups. 

4. Finally, it would seem very important to me that no final conclusion would 

be reached until there is good opportunity for dialogue in the small groups 

and for dialogue of the different currents of thinking with each other on an 

international level. I think it would be especially important not to reach 

conclusions prematurely and that we would all need the freedom to 

experiment for several years. 
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Cincinnati Grail Members Support Pride March 
Terri Carter 

“GAY, STRAIGHT, BLACK, WHITE, MARRIAGE IS A HUMAN RIGHT!” 
This was the chant heard 
along the parade lines. It was 
with much excitement that 
five Cincinnati Grail members 
(left to right – Mary Kay 
Delgado, Wendy Budzykski, 
Deborah Sullivan, Julia 
Almaguer, her daughter, 
Abby and Terri Carter) 
participated Cincinnati’s 2015 
Pride Parade. The parade was 
June 27, 2015, one day after 
the Supreme Court’s decision 
supporting same-sex marriage nationwide – 
finally marriage is marriage, no need for gender 
based adjectives! Such a great step forward for 
human rights! 

Much to our dismay, directly behind us in the 
march was a truck filled with and surrounded by 
men carrying signs calling for repentance or 
damnation, shouting disrespectful slurs. As we 
tried to distance ourselves from their message of 
hate, we were pleased to see this sign step in 
between us – “Turn Your Back On Hate.” And 
that they did! It brought tears to our eyes to see 
parade spectators simply turn their backs to the 
street and wait for them to pass. Then, they 
turned back around to enjoy the festivities and 
once again, the parade held messages of joy and 
support. All was good! 

The day was filled with such happiness, 
excitement and celebration. #LOVEWINS signs 
were interspersed with rainbow-colored flags 
and signs supporting equal rights for all.  

We Believe in the Good Things Coming! 
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The Grail In Action: Tanzania Women Action Center  
Hyasinta Mgonja 

The Grail in Tanzania organized a group to end female genital mutilation 
(FGM) in 2009. The following is a report on the outcomes of their work. 

The 25 founding members of the MASHUJAA (Swahili for “heroes”) group and are from three 
villages which form the Vumari Ward in the Same Region of Tanzania. We established this group 
as a way of responding to the efforts of the government to protect human rights by eradicating 
the harmful traditional practices of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM.) Many traditional and 
historic tribes in the country grew up keeping traditional practices, which degrade women and 
even contribute to many deaths of girls and women.  

In the tradition and customs of Africa, women were the ones who had engaged in these activities 
and not the fathers. They were called “circumcisers.” With awareness and education from The 
Grail, we, together with traditional midwives and mothers, agreed to abandon these practices. 
Some of us in the group were engaged in these traditions, but now we say “NO MORE.” 

Since the introduction of this group in 2009, we decided to add other members who are not 
circumcisers, especially young women in order to add strength in fighting this war, to offer 
education for this and future generations. Today, we are a group of about 35 members. We also 
take this opportunity to convey our great thanks to The Grail Kisekibaha for giving us broad 
knowledge and a comprehensive approach to ending FGM and for their dedication to getting us 
to conferences, seminars and different places that helped provide us this knowledge.  

Realities Of Life Situation Since Early To Present  
The women of the group are indigenous farmers and herders. Their agriculture depends on the 
rainy seasons. Their livestock are not modern but traditional, and agriculture and animal 
husbandry require a lot of energy and time, but its production is small. 

The Mashujaa Group Economic Strategy To Increase Their Household Income  
After the work on FGM, the group decided to set up projects that will help them get the money to 
increase household incomes. The main purpose of designing and initiating these economic 
projects is to ensure that their children can go to primary schools, secondary and higher 
education, now and in the future. So, as a group, they:  

Members of the Mashujaa Group 
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The location for the Women Action 
Center is chosen by the government, 
villagers and women’s group. The 
center has three parts or rooms: a 
meeting and training hall and the main 
door is a shop and a room for store 

1. Started a mobile business, selling sugar, tea leaves, Vitenge (East African fabric) and other 
services for household consumption 

2. Began goat farming with donations from The Grail 
3. Raised poultry donated by the Kenya Healthcare Federation 
4. And, finally. they sit and reflect and decide that all the benefits of trading go to develop 

VICOBA (Village Community Bank). So far since the start of VICOBA, they have collected 
1,015,000 Tanzania Shillings (about $453). 

 

Women Action Center As A Work-In-Progress, June 2014. 
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Opening Ceremony: Handing Over Of The Center To The Mashujaa 
The opening was a celebration of the joy 
of women to have a center that belongs 
to them. Those who helped included the 
diocesan priests, a Lutheran pastor, the 
Kenya Health Federation, the district 
medical officer, the village council and 
the chairman of the village. The work 
continues: the group is raising funds to 
buy 100 chairs for the meeting hall, 
building shelves for the shop; and 
growing the village community bank. 

And we are supporting them on 
preparing their guidance paper, a type 
of group constitution which will guide 
them in the group and we are going to 
register the group with the district social 
welfare office and to the district council 
for special recognition for their 
contribution to the village development.  

 

  

The Mashujaa Group chairperson receiving the certificate, certifying the  
handover of the Women Action Center to the group.  

The Grail Tanzania Leader; who was project officer for the center,  
giving the talk in the opening day 
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 Grail Birthdays: July-August 

Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

JULY 
1 Marian April Goering 
1 Elaine Huber 
4 Renee Keels 
4 Rose Taul 
5 Gloria Duday 
7 Helen Adler 
7 Eva Fleischner 
9 Robin Sclafani 
12 Francine Wickes 
15 Constance Barrow 
16 Susan Becker 
20 Carol Skyrm 
20 Emily Snyder 
21 Carol Barton 
21 Virginia Bergfalk 
21 Beth Rosen 
22 Jan Weinkam 

AUGUST 
1 Harlene Bryenton 
2 Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
2 Kathleen Fisher 
7 Bobby Trombly 
8 Emilia Normandin 
10 Audrey Schomer 
11 Jacqueline Murray 
13 Mary Lou Ziga 
14 Elizabeth McGivney 
15 Marie Sutter-Sinden 
15 Alice Dougan 
15 Mary Gene Devlin 
16 Shirley Piazza 
16 Angelica Contreras 
16 Barbara Waldron 

 
16 Deirdre Cornell 
18 Kathleen Sellers 
19 Sally Timmel 
20 Doris Falgner 
20 Mary Lu Lageman 
28 Terri Guest 
23 Mary Lou Armas 
19 Tegan Rein 
25 Rose Morin 
26 Trina Paulus 
27 Catherine Devlin 
27 Natasha Velasquez 
31 Barbara Troxell

 
 

Ceiling Collapse at Grailville 
Terrie Puckett walked into Metanoia 
July 9 and was greeted with disaster 
– the ceiling outside the National 
Office had collapsed overnight, 
showering the meeting space in the 
outer room with ceiling tiles, 
insulation and debris. Tiles 
throughout the big room on the 
second floor, which also includes 
Terry Marshall’s and Mary Lu 
Lageman’s work spaces, the computer server for Grailville and the Grail-wide 
accounting system and many file cabinets with historic files, were buckling, some 
worse than others. Roofers and an insurance adjuster were both expected Friday 
and in the meantime, staffers and equipment in that section of the building, which 
has a flat roof, were moved into other areas of the building – under a peaked roof 
– while much of the remainder was covered in tarps to prevent further damage. 
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The Grail in the United States 

Member Giving: January 1 to June 30, 2015 

 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 174 88 349 51% $63,544.00 
Emerita 71 17 57 24% $23,432.42 

Grand Totals 245 105 406 43% $86,976.42 

 

Cornwall  $9,832.50 
Grailville  $9,550.00 
National  $45,733.50 
Special Projects  $21,860.42 

Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Carol Barton 
Marcia Bedard 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Terri Carter 
Gabriella Chapman 
Emilia Charbonneau 
Cynthia Cheyne 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Tiffany Curtis 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Maria de Groot 
Virginia Deters 

Kate Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Patricia Dillon 
Jackie DiSalvo 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Eva Fleischner 
Frances Frazier 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Marian April Goering 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Diana Hayes 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Miriam Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Anne Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Lucy Jones 
Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Linda Kolts 

Sue Ann Kraus 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Mary Emma Kuhn 
Maureen Laflin 
Debra Lambo 
Judith Brown Leigh 
Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 
Marian Lucas 
Monica Maher 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Anne Mercier 
Jacqueline Murray 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Shirley Piazza 
Rita Ponessa 
Maria-Emilia Pounce-Thomas 
Tegan Rein 
Nancy Richardson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Helena Schaareman 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 

Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Carol Siemering 
Deborah Silvestri 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Brigitte Stark-Merklein 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Lillian Wall 
Carol Webb 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Sharon Wood 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


