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Report from January 2016 Council Meeting 

Each time we dare to step beyond our fear, to be vulnerable and lift our cup, our 
own and other people’s lives will blossom in unexpected ways. We lift the cups of 
our lives to bring life to each other. 

MORE DIALOGUE and A REFOCUS ON MISSION are 
two of the key intentions to come from our most 
recent face-to-face Council meeting, held January 
15-17 in Tidings at Grailville. The main purpose of 
our gathering was to establish working 
relationships and build trust among the Council 
women as we welcomed two new members, Rosa 
Ruiz from San Jose, CA, and Katie Sellers from 
Cincinnati. 

We had few formal business items on our agenda, 
which was beautifully facilitated by Nancy 
Sylvester, IHM, founder of the Institute for 
Communal Contemplation and Dialogue. (Many 
know her work with us from the 2014 pre-General 
Assembly or the 2015 National Meeting). Here are 
the decisions, up front. 

Leadership: Terri Carter was re-elected and Carol Skyrm was elected as the 
National Leadership Team (NLT), and Loretta Rokey was re-elected Treasurer. 

Serving as Council liaisons and members of Grail Committees are: 

• Elder Care Work Group: Maureen Tate 
• Finance: Loretta Rokey (In light of her new NLT responsibilities, Carol 

Skyrm may step off after having served six years) 
• Grail @ Grailville: Katie Sellers 
• Grailville Implementation: Loretta Rokey 
• Membership Development and Enrichment: Ria de Groot 
• Spirituality: Pam Cobey 
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• Grail Women in the Americas, Regional Liaison: Rosa Ruiz 

Beth Wasmer was unanimously affirmed as a new member of the Grailville 
Implementation Committee. Her real estate experience and long involvement 
with Grailville and the Grail will be particularly helpful. 

Clarifications on the scope of the Grail @ Grailville committee: The 
committee will focus its work on the north side of O’Bannonville Road. The 
committee will choose its own chair, but until it is ready to do so, Terry 
Marshall has volunteered to serve as meeting facilitator. The committee will 
develop its own plan/proposal with timelines, benchmarks and a budget. Like 
all Grail committees, it will report to the Council and will present its plan to 
Council for affirmation. Noreen Willhelm, as Grail National Director, is the 
primary contact and the G@GV members will work with Terrie Puckett, 
Grailville Director, as a resource and for scheduling use of Grailville buildings. 
As there is no overlap with the south side, no liaison will be needed with the 
Implementation team, which is focusing on proposals for that sector. The 
G@GV committee will identify its needs and develop a planning budget before 
any repair or improvements to buildings will be done. 

Throughout the weekend, Council members discussed leadership: how can we more 
effectively guide and inspire members? We want to build and re-build trust. We 
believe that we should be more clear in communicating Council’s thinking: for 
example, we did not explicitly affirm the choices on the ballot before the vote on 
Grailville proposals in December. This year, we plan to clearly share our collective 
views and communicate the WHY of our decisions to members. You elected us and 
you deserve to know what we have carefully discerned.  

Communications are SO important! We discussed using various forms – videos as 
well as reports or town hall calls, for example. We favor more dialoguing with 
members, less reporting. We are the women you chose to represent you and we seek 
a way of conversing about issues that is mutual and moves toward greater 
understanding. Let’s talk openly, respectfully and from our deepest truths. 

We shared our experiences of Grail history as we try to identify the best ways of 
working with and for you. Notably, Rosa told us the story of the San Jose Grail turning 
its two-acre property into housing intended for the local people. The Grail has always 
served the poor, Rosa said, and so she and others decided that they must create 
housing for low-income immigrants to purchase. This was the clear wish gleaned 
from door-to-door surveys Grail women had done in the area. Against all odds, a 
small group of Grail women managed to fundraise and obtain grants and loans to 
match the value of the land the Grail contributed (worth $1 million in 1995). In 
addition to townhouses, there would be a day-care center and a community center, 
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intended as a place for women to meet and develop their skills. Near the end of the 
process, they were betrayed by the mayor and the funding for the housing made the 
housing only affordable to middle-income rather than low-income applicants. Only 
four families from the original community could qualify for the loans! It was a terrible 
blow. And because there were so few Grail members who had the right skills and 
energy to keep working after the eight-year process, the Grail hired a non-Grail 
director for the Grail Family Services Center (GFSC).  

The new director implemented many partnerships, and today the GFSC is a model of 
early childhood education for the area and beyond. Its programming continues to 
expand and serves whole families and the community at large. Rosa said that the 
partnerships were largely responsible for keeping the Center open during the 
financial crisis, when many other nonprofit groups had to close. And although the 
Grail is no longer present as a group in San Jose (but Duanne Welsch continues on 
the GFSC board), it has demonstrated what a determined group of Grail women can 
do. “We need to decide whether we are serving ourselves or the larger community,” 
said Rosa. 

So who does the Grail serve? We need to be realistic about what we can do with our 
current human (less than 250 members) and financial resources. And we also want to 
BE our vision of women transforming the world, whether we own land or other 
property. Our Grail sisters in Africa and Latin America are doing so much with very 
few financial resources. May we follow their examples. 

We recognize that partnership is important and necessary to actualize our Grail 
vision. It can sometimes be a source of tension. But it also presents us with challenges 
and opportunities for growth. We need to approach it very intentionally, prayerfully.  

In order to foster better collaboration among Grail groupings in 2016, the Council 
sees the need for a cultural shift within the Grail, namely to see our co-workers and 
staff (Grail members or not) as our “first partners” going forward. We must continue 
to recognize the sacredness in each of us. Our staff, working in partnership with us, 
allow us to do the work of The Grail. All Council members affirmed our need for staff 
who manage the organizational obligations (filing of financial and legal documents, 
bookkeeping, etc.) and support our leadership processes. We affirmed the work of 
Noreen Willhelm as National Director and all agreed that we cannot do our jobs as 
Council without this kind of back-up. 

It seems that many of us have experienced times we have felt disrespected and 
undermined. As Council members, know that we are sorry for any times when we 
may have been disrespectful; we will do our part to treat all with respect. At the same 
time, please know that we cannot serve without the respect of our members. We pray 
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Did You Know? 
The soil in the field on Route 48, 
the southernmost edge of 
Grailville property, and some of 
the surrounding fields, is the 
same kind of soil that is in the 
area currently used by Earth-
Shares CSA.  It is not high 
quality soil, but can used to 
grow corn, soybeans, small 
grains, hay and for pasture. And 
as the CSA has demonstrated, it 
can be improved over time and 
used for vegetable production.  
Who knew?  

for all of us that we will all feel invited, welcomed, and empowered to manifest our 
full potential as a women's movement working to create change in the world. 

When it came time to evaluate, everyone felt better and more energized than when 
the meeting began. What luck! The Spirit is still with us; our cups are being filled. 

 

Grailville Implementation Committee Update 
Nancy Richardson,  

on behalf of the Grailville Implementation Committee 

Since we wrote to the membership in January, the Grailville Implementation 
Committee(GVIC) has been busy working on follow up: 

With regard to the agricultural land on the south side, we have: 
1. Held a meeting with the groups interested in doing agricultural work on the 

south side of Grailville in early January and invited both the Hills and the 
Luffs to submit new or revised proposals.   

2. Received responses from both and are in the process of reviewing them. 

In reviewing them, we will use the following 
criteria: feasibility, financial soundness, legal 
implications, staffing requirements, level of 
membership support, alignment with the Grail’s 
mission and vision. 

With regard to the sale of land to Clermont 
County Parks: 

1. A proposal for funding has been 
submitted to the Clean Ohio Fund.   

2. We expect results from this proposal 
by April. 

In all of our work, we continue to be mindful of 
the Grail legacy on this property and of our 
current and future financial sustainability. We 
urge everyone to carefully review the 2016 
Simplified Budget included in the January 15 
National Grail News.  These realities need to be kept before us as we ponder selling 
property on the south side.  

We’re learning a lot as we do this work.  We want to share some of those learnings 
with you in these regular updates.  Look for our “Did You Know?” box. 

 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/590b1283101/fb7209da-d1d5-44a1-9e29-a1e4658da9d3.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/590b1283101/fb7209da-d1d5-44a1-9e29-a1e4658da9d3.pdf
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Members packing the welcome basket, left to right: Julia 
Almaguer, Terri Carter, Pam Hall, Beth Murphy 

Grail Help for Refugees in Cincinnati 
Laura Hershberger 

Many of us know too well that the 
situation of refugees around the 
world has been very difficult this 
past year and has garnered much 
national attention and debate. This 
past November, when U.S. 
politicians were petitioning to 
close our borders to refugees in 
need, Cincinnati Grail members 
attended a local coalition meeting 
on ways that communities can 
welcome refugee families arriving 
in our city. The Metropolitan Area 
Religious Coalition of Cincinnati (MARCC) hosted the meeting and reached out to 
congregations and communities of faith to attend. Seven members of the Cincinnati 
Grail attended to hear Catholic Charities of Southwest Ohio give a presentation on 
their refugee resettlement program.  

We learned that there are nearly 40 million refugees worldwide and the U.S. accepts 
about .5% of those refugees to our country every year. The average time that a family 
lives as refugees before becoming resettled is 7 to 10 years, with some families living 
up to 22 years in a refugee camp. Catholic Charities of Southwest Ohio is the only 
agency authorized by the government to resettle refugees in our area. In 2015, they 
resettled over 200 refugees and expect to receive even more in 2016. Families and 
individuals come from all over the world and upon arrival are given three months to 
become self-sufficient and able to work and support themselves. This is a 
requirement of the U.S. government. 
Catholic Charities has case managers who 
work to provide orientation, but they find 
themselves in a great need of additional 
support from the community. They 
discussed the ways that volunteers can offer 
their time. They also gave suggestions on 
the type of donations they need. 

The recently formed Peace and Justice 
Circle of the Cincinnati Grail chose to 
organize our region and put together a 
kitchen welcome basket. We followed the 
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itemized list provided by Catholic Charities and Grail members signed up to bring 
different items. At our January meeting, members brought items and spent time 
during the meeting assembling our basket and making a welcome card for the family 
who will receive it. We also had a group discussion about the situation of refugees in 
our community and possible ways to respond. We hope to stay active around this 
issue. We ended with a prayer: 

Sheltering God, 
You were born in flight, 
Your parents anxious and given no rest. 
The manner of Your birth calls me to 
Open-heartedness and sensitivity to the strangers in our midst. 
Help me not to flee Your challenge. 
The violence of the present time teaches me fear of the stranger, 
Reluctant to reach out to those who are different. 
Grace me this day as I seek 
To see You in the faces of those uprooted, 
Weary, as they seek refuge and peace. 
Amen. 

 

Marie Therese McDermit’s 90th Birthday 
Mary Kay Louchart 

Marie Therese McDermit, a.k.a., Tere, celebrated 
her 90th birthday on December 5. Tere was part of 
my first international Grail experience and we 
have worked together on various meetings and 
celebrations in Mexico since then. However, I 
thought you should hear from someone who was 
at the party...and a new voice! This is from Maya 
Gallardo who participated in the Sacred Activism 
program in July 2015 and will participate in CSW 
in 2016. 

“I met Tere in May 2015...I was not sure where I 
was going or what was the Grail. That evening's 
presentation could be summarized in a few 
minutes about the great work she has done in 
many countries since several years ago ... it's 
something that inspires; she inspires. 
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“Since then, I visit her at least once a week. We eat, drink coffee, share dessert 
(chocolate, of course) and we can spend hours talking ... about her adventures, what 
happens to me, the history and works of the Grail and news and events in the city, the 
country or the world. 

“Tere's birthday convinced me of the love and affection that so many women and men 
have for her. The gratitude for all shared and learned by all. That day we thanked God 
for it. 

“The celebration goes without saying much: all enjoyed the company, food, music, 
cake.” Of the remainder, the picture says it all. 

By the way, it was teamwork. Thanks to Reyna, Alicia, Angeles, Lorena, and much 
women who helped. 

 

Two Grail Legends 
Sally Timmel 

This Grail legend was often told by Anne Hope and inspired our work over the years. 
It speaks to our generosity of Spirit and openness to the stranger.  

When Christ died on the cross, Joseph of Arimathea caught his blood in a chalice. 
He was told that if he and his family welcomed the stranger who came to his 
door, the family would be blessed with peace and prosperity. For generations, 
the family welcomed all strangers and the chalice remained with the family. 
After many years, one of the clan did not welcome a stranger and the chalice 
disappeared. That began the search for the Holy Grail.  

A more secular version of the Grail legend was shared with us from members of the 
Grail in Europe. 

A young knight heard of the Holy Grail and that the Grail chalice was in the 
castle of the King. The knight set off for the castle on his wonderful horse and 
upon entering the castle, he briefly saw an ailing king. He rushed around the 
castle looking for the Grail chalice and briskly shouted to the king, “Where is the 
chalice?” The ailing king said, “You must go out to the countryside and search 
for the chalice there.” The knight mounted his horse and rode off.  

He soon came upon an old man and asked him if he had seen the Grail chalice. 
The old man said that he was struggling to put in his spring crop and asked if 
the knight would help him. The knight starting helping the old man and after 
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many months, the knight said he must leave to search for the Holy Grail. The old 
man thanked the knight for all he had done for him.  

As the knight approached another village, he came upon a young woman with a 
child whose house was falling down. The woman asked the knight if he would 
help her fix her house. The knight stayed and worked with the woman for many 
weeks, and then said he had to leave in search of the Grail chalice. Years went by 
and the knight continued to meet people in need, and he responded to them as 
best he could. On his older and worn-out horse, in a torn tunic and penniless, the 
knight returned to the castle. As he entered, he immediately saw that the king 
was ailing. As had happened with all he met, his heart was filled with 
compassion. He went to the king and on bended knee, asked, “What ails thee?” 
And the Grail chalice appeared. 

 

 

Grail Birthdays 

February 

3 Mary Ellen Clifford 
5 Mary Heidkamp 
6 Rosa Maria Ruiz 
8 Florence Marquez 
13 Yvie Renda 
15 Deborah Sullivan 
16 Mpanda Kalala 
18 Mary Ann McCarthy 
20 Mary Ellen Camele 
20 Sonia Jacquez 
21 Miriam Hill 
23 Laura Kaplan 
25 Dorothy Rasenberger 
26 Jackie DiSalvo 

March 

2 Wendy Bayer 
2 Rosa Contreras 
2 Mary O'Brien 
4 Ruth Vargas 
6 Mindy Burger 
7 Mary Hughes 
7 Angele Coyle Smith 
7 Claudia Yamasue 
9 Loretta Rokey 
10 Mary Farrell 
16 Patricia St. Onge 
18 Judy Alves 
18 Anne Hurley 
20 Terri Carter 

20 Maureen Tate 
21 Maureen Laflin 
22 Sharon Wood 
24 Rose Mary Clark 
24 Ruth Gallant 
25 Ann Marie Czyzewski 
26 Wendy Budzynski 
26 Pamela Cobey 
26 Helena Schaareman 
27 Ellen Duell 
27 Jeanne Heiberg 
27 Debora Schak 
28 Nancy Cooney 
28 Ann Heidkamp 
31 Carol Siemering



Gumbo 2-2016  Page 9 

The Grail in the United States 

A section of Hodie attic in September 2015 

Another section of the Hodie attic 

Indiana-made Old Hickory 

Update On The Grail Collections Committee 
T. Rose Holdcraft 

From September to the present, the attic of Hodie at Grailville has been under 

evaluation of its contents primarily due to Lenie 

Schaareman’s tenacious efforts and focus along with 

assistance of several people (Trina Paulus, Becky 

Kremer-Hill, Terrie Puckett, T. Rose Holdcraft, Joyce 

Minkler and Terry Marshall). To make sense of the 

decades of stored items in Hodie attic, a tagging process 

was used when possible: Trash, Recycle, potential Yard 

Sale, Auction or Needs Further Review. Metal items have 

been recycled thanks to the efforts of a volunteer group from Loveland High School and 

Pat Hill. Old unusable carpets, bedding and other trash items have been disposed of in a 

Dumpster.   

Chairs, bureaus and end tables are 

mostly tagged as Yard Sale. Other 

things are being reviewed by the Art & 

Heritage sub-committee for their value 

as art/heritage items. Boxes and trunks 

with documents are under review by 

Lenie, with Joyce’s assistance. Work 

continues and we are currently 

grappling with next steps for nearly 100 

pieces of hand-made chairs and tables from the Old Hickory Furniture Company in 

Indiana.   

Featured at the November 2015 National Meeting was a PowerPoint slide presentation 

“Telling The Grail Story,” developed to provide 

members important visual access, and to enlist 

collective knowledge about the history and background 

of the art and heritage holdings at Grailville.  

Your feedback and new or clarifying information on any 

of the art items would be greatly appreciated. Please 

email Becky Hill or T. Rose Holdcraft with your updates, 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/TellingtheGrailStory-Final.pdf
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One of the Nakashima chairs  

Work in process: Matching inventory numbers to 
specific textile items in House of Joy 

Bedding donations in vehicle on way to Cincinnati 

information or questions. The presentation can be found on the Grail website, under 

Who We Are: The History of the Grail in the U.S.  

Activities in House of Joy 

We are verifying/matching art items to their earlier 

inventory photos and notes. Various seasonal and 

decorative items in a small closet (Robert Hall) in House of 

Joy are still under review by the sub-committee to 

determine next steps. Ten Nakashima furniture items were 

taken to Cowan’s Auctions in December for preparation for 

sale. These hand-crafted items from the 1950s were 

previously used in the House of Joy reception room, but 

had been taken out of daily use in order to preserve them, 

given their high value. 

Other Activities  

In January, we donated bed linens to a local 

small ministry to the homeless populations of 

Cincinnati, Hamilton, and Middletown, Ohio, 

called Hope In Action. They are primarily a 

street ministry in Cincinnati, but also provide 

support for shelters and individuals in other 

locations. Led by Amy and Tom Tincher, 

volunteers establish relationships with each 

homeless person, learning their stories and 

their needs. They then provide basic necessities 

for living on the street, like food, clothing, 

hygiene supplies and seasonal warm things, 

serving meals and providing supplies two times 

a week all year long. Hope In Action is self-

funded by two families but relies heavily on 

donations from others. The Grail’s donation of bedding came just as frigid temperatures 

and snow moved into the region. 

Another recent request was for sale of kitchen items, from a local entrepreneur, Laura 

Fisher, who is expanding her floral agribusiness and family farm, The Marmalade Lily, 

http://www.grail-us.org/who-we-are/history-of-the-grail-in-the-us/
http://www.themarmaladelily.com/
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to include a new event area for receptions. It is a 10-minute drive from Grailville and 

within Loveland and they would make an ideal reception venue for those holding 

weddings at the Oratory who do not wish to have a tented reception. They propose to 

purchase: 

 Stainless steel kitchen island with pot rack, not including implements or pots, just 

the hanging hooks.  Terrie Puckett’s research shows that new racks run $70-100 and 

the islands new can be $300-600 depending on the source.   

o $350 

 35 “lunch” trays: 17 rectangular melamine, 13 trapezoid melamine, three small 

rectangular plastic and two large rectangular plastic trays. New melamine trays run 

from $1.50-$5.00 each. 

o  35 trays for $2 each = $70 

 Vintage Pepsi crates. Research shows market value for these runs between $25-$45 

depending on condition.  

o 4 crates for $25 each = $100.00 

Note: This above request is under current review by the Collections Committee. Any Grail 

member who is interested in making an offer on any these items, please be in touch with 

Terrie Puckett by Friday, February 12. Any comments that you may have about any of 

these past or upcoming activities, please do not hesitate to be in touch with a member of 

the Collections Committee. We want and seek your feedback. 
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In Search of a Common Language 
Pamela Cobey 

A monthly reflection from a member of the Spirituality Committee 

At some point in my life, I was taught that the Latin word for to pray, oro, is 
etymologically linked to the Latin word for to listen, audire. I have always thought that 
among people who pray in order to listen, everything would always turn out in the 
end—like Julian of Norwich’s summation that “All shall be well and all shall be well and 
all manner of things shall be well.” 

And my limited experience of a single life-time, is that spiritual paths eventually lead 
one to a point of choice, where, in order to go forward, one must leap—off of the path. 
This can be both frightening and exhilarating and it requires a great deal of trust, for no 
longer is one simply following the yellow brick road laid out in various religious 
algorithms, but one is following the call of Spirit, of Wisdom, of Love, unbound. And 
compassion trumps all—even all that is judged by law as right.  

Really, I believe that among those in a group who pray in order to listen, everything will 
turn out in the end as well. I don’t mean by magically being taken care of or getting what 
one wants. I mean that if listening, the voice of the Spirit will be heard. In following that 
call, hearts change. All will be well and all will be well and all manner of things will be 
well. 

Thus far, I have been speaking the language I know best—Catholic Christian spirituality 
and mysticism. Scientist and theologian Teilhard de Chardin believed that all of life has 
been evolving toward greater complexity and unity. I find this future-oriented note 
hopeful. We are at a point of enormous polarities in our world. Those polarities point to 
the complexities of differences. And we need to acknowledge them. Yet, for the sake of 
the planet, for the sake of all that is living, what we need even more is to appreciate 
them. As human beings mature, we differentiate. We become ourselves. We have much 
to offer. We work together as individuals creating a unity with many and moving parts.  

So how do we get there—to this destiny Teilhard calls Omega Point? Teilhard has been 
accused of naivité. But if he is naive, then perhaps so are we all. For when we pray, 
contemplate, walk in nature, listen to music, read poetry, create art—in order to listen 
to the voice of Spirit—do we not, each of us, soften our hearts, forgive one another, wish 
each other well, even experience joy that is not in our own happiness but in the 
happiness of others? Not to mention, do what we can to create a world in which all can 
thrive? 

A question has arisen within the Grail. Do we, as an inter-spiritual group, have a 
common language? Perhaps there is another question. What languages are we 
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Water collection at the Rubaga Grail Center in Uganda 

speaking? There are times we simply do not understand each other. And yet, whether 
theist or not theist, Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, or Wiccan, arguably, when we 
slow down and listen for the sake of hearing Spirit, we can.  

Meditation, contemplative prayer, art, poetry, music and appreciation of nature have 
always lived within the traditions of the Grail. It is these practices that have the capacity 
to lead us with intention, to heart, to Spirit, to love. And from that place, arguably, we do 
have a common language—a language that will allow us to travel together as different 
and in unity toward a future that manifests Spirit. 

 
 

Solidarity and Climate Change 
Kate Devlin 

Kate Devlin, along with Sibongele Mtungwa and Thando Nzimande of South Africa 
attended COP21 (shorthand for the United Nations 21st Conference of the Parties –
countries that have signed up to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change) in Paris in December. This is her second article on her trip.  

At the COP21 meeting, there were three basic themes – adaptation to climate change, 

mitigation of the effects of climate change and funding for sustainable development. 

Over 190 countries have agreed to pursue efforts to limit the global average 

temperature to 1.5°C (2.5 ˚F) above pre-industrial levels, increase the ability to adapt 

and develop resilience to the adverse impacts of climate change and develop financial 

means/flows that are consistent with sustainable development (e.g. “low greenhouse 

gas emissions and climate resilient development”). These steps are very important, but 

there is some disappointment among the 

global community that the Paris 

agreement is non-binding and voluntary. 

How will we make sure that our own 

country, not to mention other nations 

will actually do what they have proposed 

to do? It could be easy to throw up our 

hands, say that it’ll never really happen 

and go bury our heads in the sand. 

However, I found hope in listening to 

people from grassroots organizations 

from around the world talking about the 
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Biodegradable slurry storage for biogas production in Uganda (with 
banana trees and garden in background 

need for solidarity among people to see that nations are held accountable. Within the 

Grail we have a unique lens through which we see the world. Solidarity with other 

women locally, nationally and internationally is one of the pillars of our foundation. Our 

commitment to solidarity is our gift and our responsibility. Our solidarity with other 

Grail members also has a link to climate change. 

I arrived at the Rubaga Grail 

Center in Uganda fresh from the 

meeting in Paris with my mind 

full of ideas and my eyes wide 

open.  I’d never been to Africa 

and quickly saw that there is a 

reason Uganda is called the 

Pearl of Africa. After seeing the 

desert in Saudi Arabia (I flew 

from Paris to Qatar and then 

Qatar to Uganda), I could see 

fertile land and forest all along 

the shore of Lake Victoria. The 

Grail center has integrated a 

permaculture design into nearly every square inch of space. The gardens are beautiful 

with blooming flowers, edible greens, a bank of ginger, banana trees, grape vines and 

other fruits and vegetables. They have been developing the production of wine and have 

learned to make wine from all kinds of fruits including mangos, papaya, grapes, jackfruit 

and even tomatoes! The organic fertilizer produced by the chickens, pigs and cow is all 

collected and fuels the biogas that is used to cook all the meals. When the kitchen is in 

need of more fuel, the biodegrading slurry is given a stir, more gas is generated and 

piped up to the stove. Rainwater is collected into tanks and used for washing or 

processed for drinking. There are several tanks to provide enough water for the 

humans as well as the gardens and animals. But sometimes the rains don’t come when 

expected and the tanks can run dry. 

In Tanzania, the Kisikebaha Grail center is in a more rural setting surrounded by 

farmland and pastures, nestled into a valley created by the foothills of Mount 

Kilimanjaro. The center itself also has gardens, goats, chickens, cows and pigs. Water 

tanks collect rainwater, and as we were there during the rainy season it seemed as if 
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there would be an overabundance of water. Yet, the snows of Kilimanjaro are melting. 

You don’t have to explain climate change to anyone living in Africa because they are 

already living with the effects of climate change every day. Not very far away from 

Kisikebaha there are areas of Tanzania where the rains have not fallen and the earth is 

dry. Shepherds have to move their flocks of sheep and goats to areas where there might 

be some green vegetation for them to eat. On the way to the airport, I saw fencing that 

was specifically for cattle operations, but the sandy, sun-baked ground did not look very 

appetizing and I could only imagine what they are able to feed the cattle. People are 

already having to adapt to the effects of climate change. 

Grail members in both of these countries are working in solidarity with local 

communities to develop and run health clinics, farm sustainably and educate the young. 

It might not seem like there is a direct connection between our lives here in the U.S. and 

lives in Africa, yet from a perspective of global solidarity our lives are inextricably 

connected. If we raise our consciousness of how others are adapting to the effects of 

climate change and the unevenness of the global economy, then they are not living in 

isolation. Consciousness raising can be more than an intellectual process and it needs to 

be connected with our political actions and how we live our lives.  

Some of us can grow our own food; it doesn’t take much space to have a little garden 

(just ask Mary Kay Louchart or Sharon Joslyn about growing food in the Bronx). We 

can use less water and some of us can make use of rain barrels. We can carpool, drive 

less or use a bike. We know the value of meeting in the same room with others, but we 

need to work on connecting using technology as well.  

Sure it’s frustrating when the muskrat gets into your garden and eats all the fresh young 

sprouts, or you leave the plug open in the rain barrel and the water runs out or you 

have to wait for a ride or Skype suddenly freezes and you miss half of a meeting. But in 

learning to adapt and accept reality in those moments of frustration and discomfort we 

are living in solidarity with the global community. These seemingly small acts can have 

an effect on us. They help us keep in mind that what we might choose to do in solidarity, 

most people in the world have no choice about. Solidarity is a great Grail gift and it is 

our responsibility to remember it and share our ways of knowing with our neighbors, 

our communities, our world. In acts of solidarity not only are we learning to adapt but 

we are also doing our piece to help the United States keep its promise made at COP21. 
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Member Giving: January 1 to December 31, 2015 
 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 172 131 808 76% $102,334.00  
Emerita 62 29 133 47% $44,352.42  

Grand Totals 234 160 941 68% $146,686.42  

 

Cornwall  $25,232.50  

Grailville  $16,790.00 
National  $72,979.50 
Special Projects  $31,684.42 
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