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Let’s Work Together Now 
Marian Ronan 

 
As you may know, a few years ago, Cincinnati Grail member Mindy Burger and her 
husband Denny travelled to Tanzania on an educational grant to meet and work with 
the Grail there. They were especially taken with the Chekechea residence started  
by Honorata Mvungi and others to house Maasai girls who had declined female 
genital mutilation (fgm). (Those who do so are unable to marry, so need to leave the 
tribe and get an education). After returning to the U.S., Mindy established the Sofia 
Fund to raise money to support the girls at Chekechea. 
 
Last winter Mindy reached out to me. The Tanzanian Grail wanted to start a rabbit 
farm at Chekechea to provide food for the girls and to earn some needed income to 
support the residence. I revised a draft proposal for them to be used to raise money 
for the farm.  
 
Spring came and the proposal had not yet been submitted anywhere, but I kept 
thinking about the rabbit farm.  Maybe it was because our country was (and is) in 
such terrible shape, after the incomprehensible presidential election and the 
absurdities that have followed. The rabbit farm was one good, simple thing I could 
concentrate on. 
 
In April I found myself planning for my 70th birthday party, and it occurred to me that 
I could ask the people I was inviting to make a donation to the rabbit farm instead of 
giving me gifts. God knows, a 70-year-old member of the U.S. professional/ 
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managerial class doesn't need any more stuff!  Then it occurred to me that I could 
send an email to friends farther afield announcing my 70th birthday and asking for 
donations to the rabbit farm. (I didn't send a request out on the Grail listserv because 
it seemed inappropriate to interfere with movement finances.) 
 
My goal was to raise half of the $6000 needed for the farm.  But by the last week in 
April, I had raised almost $4000. Then I was talking with a Grail member out in the 
Midwest about another matter and just mentioned my obsession with the rabbit farm.  
Mind you, I didn't ask her for a donation. But she said immediately that she wanted 
to help, and a few days later I received a check for $700!!!  And it came to me: I was 
really going to do this!  So over the next few days, I called several more Grail 
members.  
 
You probably know that I strongly supported selling the agricultural land south of 
O'Bannonville Road in the recent vote.  But I called a Grail member in Loveland who 
had been equally opposed to selling the land and asked her for a donation. My Grail 
sister, despite our differences, said she would be glad to help out. A generous check 
arrived in the mail a few days later. 
 
By the middle of May I had raised all the money!  I sent 44 checks to Kelly Lipp, 
Finance Manager, to deposit and am waiting for a few more.  By the summer, the 
Grail in Tanzania will have the $6000 they need to start building the sheds and 
buying the 40 rabbits. Something good and simple is actually going to happen. 
 
I have several closing thoughts about this to share with you. The first is, the Grail in 
the United States can identify other real needs like this one and work to answer 
them.  Not only is doing so pretty easy, it feels really, really good. 
 
The other thought is that despite the painful divisions that have opened between us 
in recent years over the future of Grailville, that one Grail sister in Loveland and I 
were able to work together to get the rabbit farm started in Tanzania. If that is 
possible, what else might all of us be able do together.  
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NY Regional Launch of Women of Vision: Sixteen 
Founders of the International Grail  

By Marian Ronan and Mary O’Brien 

 
    
Back row, left to right: Deborah Silvestri, Julie Byrne, Robin Walters, Carol Barton, 
Margaret  Flanagan. Keith Russell.  
Middle row: Vilma Ramirez, Lillian Wall, Brendan Faye. 
Front row: Jackie DiSalvo, Marian  Ronan, Trina Paulus, Laura Kaplan.  
  
  
                                                      

                  International General Assembly 
                                                    Maureen Tate 

July 12 – 24, 2017 – Fatima, Portugal 
 

Blessed Are They Who Crack Things Open 
         The birds they sang at the break of day, “Start again!” I heard them say. 
 
This line from the Leonard Cohen song “Anthem” points to “what the IGA represents 
for the Grail internationally -- nearly 80 women coming together to rediscover 
ourselves collectively and begin again.  Having journeyed from the four corners of 
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the earth – actually 21 countries this time – we know we will gather strength and 
insight from one another… 
 
Ring the bells that can still ring. Forget your perfect offering… 
 
We are well aware of our problems and challenges. Yet, we will gather to “focus 
instead on what we can do, rather than what we can’t”, rejecting the fear that we are 
too old and too few. The world is struggling and needs us to carry “forward into a 
new century the embers of the fire ignited by our founders”…, examine the Grail’s 
mission from a global perspective, and try to make decisions for the common good 
and for the good of the world. 
 
There is a crack in everything.  That’s how the light gets in. 
 
”For all our idealism, we realize … how imperfect our attempts to transform the 
world.  Yet as women of faith, we are thoughtful enough to see the light breaking 
through the cracks in old, established ways of thinking and operating.  We can 
celebrate the Spirit that will not leave us to our own devices, but will hold us up and 
carry us to places we might never have imagined.”  (excerpted from ILT Letter, June, 
2017) 
 
The theme of this IGA is provocative and has particular relevance for the U.S. Grail 
in this moment.  While the cracks have been in evidence for some time, we are 
being called to refocus on the light that is breaking through.  We can take comfort in 
the wisdom of our ancestors and the company of our Grail sisters internationally who 
share this moment with us and who can be a resource to us as we seek to regain 
our footing.  They share our questions about the Grail’s relevance and mission. 
Internationally, we hold each other to our commitments and our responsibility to a 
struggling, groaning world in need of women of vision. 
  
We are blessed to have several U.S. members participating in this IGA, in a variety 
of roles. They include: Marian Schwab, current ILT member; Maureen Tate, current 
U.S. International Council Representative and Lucy Jones, incoming IC Rep as well 
representative for the Grail Link to the UN  Network; Terri Carter and Lisa Petro, 
members of the support team coordinating note-taking and logistical support; Laura 
Kaplan who is providing translation support;  Marian Ronan, as a resource person 
on Grail history; Mary Farrell, Grail International Finance Officer; as well as Mary 
Heidkamp, one of the confirmed candidates for ILT.  Although we have different 
functions within the meeting, it is an opportunity for all of us to build relationships 
with our sisters in other countries as well as to listen, learn, and bring back to you 
the richness of this meeting and its relevance for the future of the Grail in the U.S. 
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Preparation materials have been shared nationally and with the regions to solicit 
U.S. member input on the IGA agenda.  Any member is welcome to contribute 
feedback.  A big focus of this IGA, as with our own upcoming GA in the fall, is on the 
Grail’s mission today.  Each country was asked to prepare a pre IGA report relating 
current activities to the UN Sustainability Goals (SDGs). The SDGs will provide a 
foundation for this mission discussion.  We will also look seriously at the efficacy of 
our International Networks and consider whether some should be eliminated, 
combined, or even new ones created, to address emerging areas of focus. The 
International Commitment Team put forth important recommendations about 
leadership development in the Grail that call for sabbaticals and additional formation 
opportunities. The question of leadership is one we have struggled with in the U.S. 
and member feedback on these proposals is particularly welcome. There are many 
topics for discussion that were submitted from all over the world, such as: climate 
change as a spiritual challenge; inclusivity and accountability; interfaith membership; 
media visibility; peace and justice institutions that are effective; prioritizing young 
women, and more.  We look forward to bringing back the wisdom of our international 
community on these and many other topics of interest and concern. 
 
The IGA is not just for those attending. It is OUR IGA. It is the way our conversation 
and understanding moves forward as an international community. You can support 
the IGA by attending local circle meetings this month focused on the IGA.  If you 
cannot attend or do not have a local circle, please read the packet of materials that 
was sent to all members in the Friday News on May 26.  It is a great resource and 
includes important reports from International Teams and Networks, history, context, 
and information about current activities, and proposed directions.  If you cannot 
access the packet you can request it from Maureen Tate or the National Office.  It is 
a large packet, although very well organized and easy to work through.  However, it 
will only be printed and mailed upon request.  If you do not have internet access, you 
might ask another member in your area for help in reviewing the material. 
 
Please submit all feedback by July 6 to Maureen Tate so that there is time for 
review before our departure.    
 
We appreciate our Grail sisters in Portugal for their preparations and hospitality in 
hosting the IGA.  We ask for your prayers that this IGA might be a fruitful meeting for 
the Grail internationally, for the U.S. Grail, and for the world.  
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In Loving Memory of Pat (Patricia) Dolan 
 
Pat was born in Wyandotte, Michigan on January 
8, 1930, and died peacefully in her cottage home 
at Twin Towers Retirement Center on May 17, 
2017 at the age of 87, with hospice and friends 
present. 
 
She was preceded in death by her siblings 
Dorothea Dolan of Wyandotte, Michigan, Theresa 
Bloom of Dearborn, Michigan, James Dolan of 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Sister James Ellen, 
IHM, of Monroe, Michigan.  Pat is survived by 14 
nieces and nephews and 14 grand-nieces and 
grand-nephews, as well as one great grand-
nephew. 
 
Pat graduated from St. Patrick High School in 
Wyandotte in 1948, and spent two years as a 
government contractor in Tachikawa, Japan.  She 

first met The Grail through the Detroit Grail Center in the 1950s, and was a member 
of the Grailville Year School 1959-60 and 1960-61.  She attended the University of 
Cincinnati and Xavier University, and graduated from Thomas Moore College in 
1968.   She was an active member of the Grail through the late 1960s, working both 
at Grailville and in Cincinnati.   
 
She earned a Master in Social Work from Ohio State University in 1970, then 
volunteered, worked and lived in the inner city of Cincinnati (Over the Rhine) for 
several years, while also working for the State Welfare Department in public 
assistance, foster care and adoptions.   
 
In 1972, she joined the faculty of the Sociology Department at Northern Kentucky 
University (NKU), where she opened the 4-year BA program in Social Work.  She 
retired from NKU in 1998, with 25 years of service. 
 
In 1990, Pat completed a re-entry membership process in The Grail, sharing in 
regional activities, small group discussions, as a member of the Earth/Land 
Committee and volunteering at Grailville.  She was also a member of the Long-
Range Planning Group for Grailville and on the Grailville Board.   
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Pat enjoyed movies, art, music and poetry, but her interests really focused on 
spirituality – especially meditation and sangha – as well as social and political 
involvement.   
 
Here is the letter Pat wrote when reconnecting officially with The Grail in April 1990: 
 
“My first contact with The Grail over 30 years ago was through the Detroit Center. 
Expecting to attend a traditional Lenten program, I found instead a diverse group of 
women excited involved in liturgical celebrations, food co-ops, social services and 
lively discussions around current events.  I immediately resonated and soon found 
myself in Cincinnati, staying at Gabriel House, attending Xavier University, and 
considering the year school at Grailville.  Next, I was milking cows, tending chickens 
(which I still do on my urban homestead in Cincinnati).  These initial experiences of 
the early 60s – celebrating liturgical seasons, participating in group chores, and 
joining in community living – were all new to me then, and have influenced my 
journeying ever since. 
 
Over the years, I have had intermittent contact through some of the programs at 
Grailville – attending workshops and a few celebrations.  Two years ago, I found 
myself on the Earth/Land Committee.  Because I have interest and involvement in 
the last seven or eight years with groups of people experimenting with alternative 
urban lifestyles which reflect a sustainable relationship between people and the 
planet, I became very interested in the educational potential that Grailville offered, 
i.e. designing human systems reflecting our interdependence and interconnect-
edness with the natural world.  The spiritual dimension of this process through our  
conscious awareness of the passing and beginning of each moment (birth/death/ 
rebirth) could be experienced in a unique way on 350 acres of natural land, I 
thought, in the eye of a suburban explosion. 
 
What better setting could provide an opportunity for students to participate in the 
Mystery unfolding within us and around us.  The Grail has a rich and impressive 
herstory of this process, and I look forward to participating in it with other people 
from around the globe. 
 
I am currently completing my 18th year as a teacher in the social work program at 
Northern Kentucky University, having started in the fall semester of 1972.  I have 
lived in Cincinnati since first coming here from Detroit in 1959.  I live and work in an 
urban neighborhood of Price Hill, with a diverse group of people committed to living 
in harmony with one another, and with the Earth. 
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I appreciate this opportunity to be a more active participant in The Grail and look 
forward to exciting years ahead.” 
 
From Marian Schwab:  Anyone who lived through the 1960s remembers them as a 
decade like no other: civil rights, Vietnam, Vatican II, and Peter, Paul and Mary.  The 
Grail Center on Hosea Avenue in Cincinnati was a hotbed of activity.  It was a place I 
hung out with other teenagers and Lynn Malley, organizing a tutoring program in the 
East End, signing protest songs, and discussing the state of the world.  In between 
somehow, Carol Sheldon (McDonnell) gave me a crash course in catechism, so I 
could teach first grade in a parish religious education program the Grail was running.  
Carolyn Gratton and Mary Ann Kimbel were major figures in life at the Grail 
Center at the time, with Mary Lou Armas, Lyllis Ling and Carol Shields 
(Siemering) in the background.  Into that context of wonderful Grail women 
impressing me, came Pat Dolan.  She lived in the city and not at the Grail Center.   
 
Compared to some of the other Grail members I had come to know, she was very 
quiet.  Yet she brought us up-close analysis of what was happening in the city we 
thought we knew: the influx of people from Appalachia, the impact of poverty on 
children, the growing violence downtown.  By the time I began college, she was 
organizing a summer immersion program for young people in Over-the-Rhine.  My 
participation in that program had a profound effect on me.  For the first time, I could 
see life from the perspective of those who lived in the inner city.    
 
We who participated in that program lived and worked with various social service 
agencies – I lived at Old St. Mary’s with Glenmary nuns, and worked with the 
Council of Southern Mountains.  There was a certain amount of danger, we knew: 
the girls all wore big crosses around their necks to slow down any potential 
aggression.  But we came to identify, at least a little, with the residents on the area, 
joking about “disturbing the police.”  We knew we were going home at the end of the 
summer.  We knew we weren’t going to be stuck in the life of the inner city.  We 
could not pretend we really belonged, or that we were doing something noble by 
handing out baloney sandwiches or playing with children who showed signs of 
physical abuse.  
 
But for all of us, girls and guys from backgrounds clearly privileged in contrast to the 
people we came to know, there was a cracking open of our world-view.  The words 
in Leonard Cohen’s Anthem – “there is a crack in everything – that’s how the light 
gets in” – prompted the theme of this year’s IGA: “Blessed are they who crack things 
open.”   I will remember Pat gratefully, for all I owe her, every time I hear that theme.  
Blessed are they who crack things open. 
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From Lenie Schaareman:  Pat was a great help in finding my way to Twin Towers.  
She had done the footwork looking for a place of “continued care”.  When, in the 
summer of 2014, it became apparent that my apartment at Grailville was not going to 
have heat in the winter, I visited her in her patio home. My decision was make 
quickly, and I was able to move in October 2014.  Pat was originally from Michigan, 
and was proud to tell me she had lived in 11 neighborhoods.  She took me to several 
places, but her introduction to life at Twin Towers was helpful.  Thank you, Pat.  I 
was glad and felt honored to participate in her memorial service. 
 
From Joyce Minkler:  I have known Pat for a long time, since the middle 1960s, 
when I was living at Grailville and she was in the Cincinnati area studying and then 
working for the Welfare Department.  Pat was always a quiet and persistent seeker 
of justice and of the Spirit... always both dimensions were critical for Pat.  I learned a 
lot from just observing her life choices and being with her over the years.  Much later 
in both our lives, Pat came to visit when I lived in rural Kentucky and again we 
explored our experiences of contemplation and action, care for the earth and simple 
presence to it all.  And finally Pat was my connection to Twin Towers.  She moved 
here first, and then others of us from the Grail followed.  Over 50 years of peaceful, 
consistent, supportive friendship. I am so grateful.  
 
From Judith Blackburn:  In thinking back over my long friendship with Pat, I 
realized that in her quiet, unassuming way she had introduced me to a lot of "firsts" 
over the years.  During the time that Pat taught in the social work department at 
Northern Kentucky University (where I taught English), we were colleagues, united 
by our interest in nature and in women's studies.  
 
One day she invited me to lunch at her home in the Price Hill neighborhood of 
Cincinnati.  I still remember sitting in her sun-drenched kitchen that day as she 
explained what she and her neighbors were attempting: an urban ecological 
community within an organization called Imago.  I remember the sense I had that 
she was very happy there, with Imago's food co-op housed in her basement.  Later, 
she bought a small house on her street as a way of enticing me to move there and 
try it out as her tenant.  I took her up on the offer, and it turned out to be a life-
changing move for me.   
 
Some other firsts I was introduced to during my years with Imago in that 
neighborhood included the practice of Tai Chi, workshops on Native American 
spirituality, full moon ceremonies, and meditation, which she facilitated as part of the 
Women's Days of Prayer I led for a few years in Cincinnati.  Pat kept chickens in her 
back yard, and on one occasion a small group of us learned what is involved in 
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harvesting chickens for food.  We did so "in a sacred manner," first thanking the 
birds, then killing and plucking them, then preparing them for dinner.  These old 
layers, I remember, were very tough to chew, even after hours of boiling. 
 
There is a funny story related to those birds. Pat decided she would use her old 
"claw-footed" bathtub as a water trough for them after she remodeled her 
bathroom.  She paid a neighborhood workman to remove the tub from the upstairs to 
her henhouse out back.  Due to its weight, this was a horrendous job.  Later, Pat 
missed her tub and wanted to have it re-installed in the bathroom.  Okay, said the 
workman once again, but this time he upped his price considerably to haul the tub 
back upstairs. Pat willingly paid.  
 
Pat liked to stay in the background, but her influence was powerful.  She was not 
afraid to put her dollars and sweat equity into what she believed in, but she had little 
patience for planning meetings and talk. That may be the reason why our paths 
rarely crossed in Grail circles, but why our participation in Imago ran so deep. 
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                                            Grail Birthdays 
 
June      July  
1 Marian Schwab    1  Marian April Goering   
3   Carol White     1  Elaine Huber 
5   Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero   4  Rose Taul                                                                  
6   Ana Flora Andersen   4  Renee Wormack-Keels 
8   Carol McDonnell    5  Gloria Duday 
11 Claudia Gras     7  Eva Fleischner 
12 Judith Blackburn    9  Robin Sclafani 
24 Teresa Czerwinski    12 Francine Wickes 
29 Marie Russell     15 Constance Barrow 
       16 Susan Becker 
       20 Carol Skyrm 
       20 Emily Snyder 
       21 Carl Barton 
       21 Virginia Bergfalk 
       21 Beth Rosen 
       22 Jan Weinkam 
 
 
Member Giving for the April-May-June quarter will appear in the July Gumbo. 
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