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Grail Migrant and Refugee Network  

By Deirdre Cornell 

In February 2018, an invitation was made in Crossroads to join an emerging Grail network, the 

Migrant and Refugee Network.  Gemma Di Marino (Italy) wrote an article drawing our attention to 

the contemporary crisis of migration -- a worldwide phenomenon which is being experienced 

differently in our respective countries, but which nevertheless is a common denominator in all parts 

of the globe.  In the same edition, Rosaurora Espinosa (Mexico) issued an invitation to Grail women 

and countries to join the network.  Since then, Ticha Vasconcelos (Portugal) has shared resources, 

including an eloquent statement on migration from her country's Peace and Justice Commission.  In 

addition to my book  

Jesus Was a Migrant, I write a regular column for Maryknoll called "Reflejos peregrinos" "Pilgrim 

Reflections."  It won the Best Catholic Spanish Spiritual Life series award for both 2016 and 

2017.  We have many, many resources to share!   

   

In moving ahead, the Network is receiving support from the ILT and also Grail members involved at 

the UN for whom migration is a vital issue.  As coordinators of the network, Rosaurora, Ticha and I 

feel that this work is a theme that the Grail is particularly suited for (given our international 

context).  In order for the network to function, we are developing a contact list.  The network is 

meant to be wide-reaching, and can serve as a meeting / sharing point for non-Grail members.  So, 

in addition to designated contacts for each country, we invite individual Grail women from all 

countries;  Grail friends and fellow travelers;  and anyone who would like to serve as a liaison for 

their country.   

I have heard from a couple of US Grail women who would like to join the network, and I am sure 

there are many more!   

Please contact me at deirdrecornell@hotmail.com if you are interested.   

   

There is so much going on in our own country.  For example, did you know that 13,000 migrant 

children are being moved from small-scale humane and clean shelters to huge internment camp 

tent cities along the border?  This includes some 500 children who were separated from their 

parents during the fiasco of "Zero tolerance" and "lost" in the system.  In the face of this type of 

reality, I often yearn to hear inspiring stories of hope.  I also realize that in other areas of the world, 

there are refugee situations that we -- as members of the human family -- should all be aware 

of.  Grail women are in touch with respective realities and we have so much to share. 

 

mailto:deirdrecornell@hotmail.com
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The US Grail in Crisis 

By Jackie DiSalvo 

The US Grail is in crisis. Unless it recruits a substantial new generation very soon, it will be dead in 

ten years. Those who say it’s fine for the US Grail, to die, and we should put all our efforts into the 

Grail in other countries, fail to recognize as they do the importance to them of the US Grail.  

  

Moreover, for us to carry out our mission of social justice, environmental sustainability, women’s 

leadership and a deep and inclusive spirituality we must grow to exist. That mission by combining 

those goals is more relevant than ever.   

 

There are many in the justice movement who desire a complimentary spirituality often absent there. 

There are environmentalists aware that unless we build a broad movement around people’s 

immediate economic and social needs, we can’t build a movement broad enough to preserve the 

earth. Many seek a spirituality that is neither escapist nor individualist but promotes the kind of 

solidarity formed in political struggle. And there are women who seek to exert leadership in those 

movements through action and the arts and recognize the particular contribution inherent in 

women’s ethic of care and relationship. 

  

In order to tap into a potentially large enough cohort we must. Consider what situation offers the 

greatest possibility for recruitment. Whatever people wish, agriculture will only produce a limited 

number of recruits, nor will the rural environment of Loveland or the exurban one at Cornwall. The 

Grail was not created to produce farmers. As someone who participated in the wonderful experience 

on the land in the Year School and the immersion in nature it offered, I do not believe its purposes 

can be fulfilled today. The year school did not primarily train farmers, the farm existed to support a 

conscious raising program for a large group of women; most of whom then went forth into the larger, 

mostly urban world. 

  

Therefore, I am convinced that the Grail will only find enough women in the short run to guarantee 

its survival and enable its mission in a specific environment. New York City is best able in this 

moment to carry out that task. For one thing we already have a substantial community, into which 

new women can be introduced to the Grail’s values.  There are many women here who already 

share those values and would welcome a community with whom to practice them. No other locale at 

this time includes enough of such women to sustain the Grail. 

  

At present, however, the New York Grail lacks the visibility and presence to engage them in a 

continuous manner in a Grail community. Our monthly meetings and weekends at Cornwall provide 

only a part of such a reality. 

  

Therefore, it seems to me that the continued life of the Grail beyond this decade would be best 

served by adding to them a New York City center. In fact, many if not most of the elders who built 

the American Grail, came through such centers: Brooklyn, Manhattan, Detroit, San Jose and others.  
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 What would it take to establish such a center? Crucially it is a project that requires the commitment 

of the present NYC and national Grail which would have to embrace it as a priority for allocating our 

human and financial resources.  

  

In order to offer an adequate experience of the Grail to potential new members, it would have to 

express the kind of womanly hospitality on which the Grail has been built on a continuous, day to 

day basis and regular programs on the issues of our mission. It would have to become a center for 

our existence in NY.   

 

To be effective it could co-sponsor such programs with the like-minded groups located pre-

eminently in NY. We could also loan or rent our space to such groups, which are becoming 

increasingly desperate for places to meet. It also has the advantage of being at a center of 

international activities, in some of which, as at the UN, international Grail members participate. 

  

We have the woman power to initiate such a center. The challenge is to find a place compatible with 

our financial resources. To function fully it would have to be in Manhattan or perhaps downtown 

Brooklyn (where many progressive activities are now located). In Manhattan Washington Heights is 

a possibility. We can’t afford to buy but would have to lease or rent. Perhaps the International Grail 

could contribute, and is it too far-fetched to think a friend of the Grail might help out, perhaps 

offering us a space at a reasonable price.   

 

The next challenge would be to find people willing to staff it, at least providing hospitality although 

others of us could carry out programs. I think we could find two young women happy to do it, 

probably for an at least partly subsidized rent. It may be harder to find a present Grail member to 

supervise it. That would require three bedrooms, and a guest room for Grail, probably international 

visitors.  It would be more difficult to find a place with a room large enough for programs. One place 

to look is church buildings and convents being vacated or with a building to loan out. 

 

I have not mentioned Cornwall. It has been a. invaluable sacred space which has made possible 

experiences of community, and would be a wonderful adjunct to a city center. Its difficulty in being 

sustainable may have resulted from insufficient integration with the city. However, I don’t think an 

agrarian program at Cornwall would recruit a sufficient number of women soon enough to guarantee 

the survival of the Grail. While some women might be attracted to permaculture, there would be far 

fewer than to a project in the city. I have heard of inspiring ideas but little potential staffing and 

financial resources for implementation. I would have to oppose it if it drained sufficient resources to 

undermine the creation of a city center.    

 

I think one shouldn’t just offer beautiful visions without implementation, so I am willing to participate 

in a committee to work on such a project and invite others to join me. 

 

- Jackie DiSalvo  
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A Letter from Lydwine  
 

(October 12, 1984) 

Thanks to Terry Marshall’s scouring and thorough ordering of the Grail Archives this letter was 

found and she thought that other Grail members would like to read it or re-read it as it may be. 

This letter was written by Lydwine to her Grail sisters in the U.S. wishing all well for the Grail’s 

40th anniversary here.   
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Grosse Pointe Park, MI - Judy I. (Berning) Markle passed away on September 1, 2018 in Grosse 

Pointe Park, Michigan after a long battle with Alzheimer's disease. Born in Cincinnati, Ohio on 

January 9, 1943 to Ed and Irene (Bennette) Berning she is preceded by her brothers Ralph, Paul, 

and Ken.  
   

Driven by a deep spiritual faith Judy is best remembered for her dedication to human rights, social 

justice, environmental protection and conservancy, and nuclear disarmament which was well 

demonstrated by her volunteerism, advocacy, and activism throughout her lifetime.  
 

Judy met the Grail in 1960 when she was a senior in high school in Cincinnati. She attended the 

Year School and participated throughout the years in many Grail events.     
 

From delivering Meals on Wheels in Detroit, running support groups for breast cancer and domestic 

violence at the Downriver YWCA, protesting nuclear arms in Oak Ridge, TN, and marching with the 

Peace Action Network in multiple states to bring the struggles throughout the world to light; Judy's 

commitment was effective and commendable. Judy received degrees from Wayne State University 

in Liberal Arts and Social Work and was an active member of St. Ambrose Parish during her time in 

Michigan. 
    

Judy will be deeply missed by her husband of 50 years, David, daughter Ruth, sons Gordon and 

Matthew (Vida) Markle and grandchildren Zoe Rose and Julia, along with Ken Irvin and Patricia 

Droulliard who gave her tremendous comfort and care in her final years.  
   

Funeral Mass and Internment will be held on October 27, 2018 at Grailville. The funeral Mass will 
be in the Oratory at 3:00 PM and officiated by Father George Wilson. 
  

Grailville:  931 O'Bannonville Road, Loveland, Ohio 45140-9705 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY: JUDY MARKLE 
January 9, 1943 ~ September 1, 2018 
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“When I see a PEACE sign, I think of Judy”. This was the response from Lynn Louchart when told of 

Judy’s death. Peace activities certainly consumed much of Judy’s time and energy in the last decades. 

Our local group joined the Detroit Area Peace and Justice Network. Judy participated in most of the 

actions organized by this group. She served for many years on the committee that planned the MLK Day 

observances in our area. A local group of the OREPA (Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance) was 

formed. Judy promptly joined and was a steadfast participant going on a total of 13 trips to Oak Ridge, 

bearing the Grail Peace sign until it was 

confiscated on one of her last trips. (This 

sign was made by Lynn Manley and Mary 

Clifford for demonstration in Detroit against 

the Iraq War.) 
 

Being from Cincinnati, Judy had her first 

Grail contact with Gabriel House and 

worked with youth in one of their programs. 

Her Detroit period began in the 60’s when 

she attended Monteith College and lived at 

the Grail Center on Webb Ave. She 

participated in operating the Grail Bookstore 

in Grosse Pointe. This area became her 

home after she married David and they 

raised their three children there. 
 

Judy was part of the Committee that planned The Grail Detroit Reunion that occurred at The Mercy 

Conference Center in September, 1995. At that gathering there was an invitation to reactivate 

membership. Shirley Beaupre, Jackie Brooks and Judy accepted the invitation and set out to visit 

various centers across the country. They had an enjoyable time reconnecting and learning about the 

various programs. There was a celebration for their new commitment in Ann Arbor at Lynn Malley’s and 

Mary Clifford’s home in ‘97.  
 

Over the years, Judy has been 

an integral part of our group, 

assisting in the planning of our 

programs and retreats. We 

valued her talent for collating 

material for an attractive and 

comprehensive presentation. 

Above all we appreciate and 

honor her generosity of soul and 

great efforts for peace and social 

justice.   

 

~ MARIE THERESE COYLE ~ 
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Jody Grundy Oct  1 

Duanne Welsch Oct  1 

Margaret Kane Oct  2 

Nancy Traer Oct  4 

Lin Jacobs Oct  4 

Mary Kay Louchart Oct  5 

Emilia Thomas Oct  6 

Jean Kearns Oct  6 

Peg Linnehan Oct  9 

Rita Ponessa Oct 13 

Frances Martin Oct 16 

Thanh Nguyen Oct 17 

Sharon Joslyn Oct 17 

T. Rose Holdcraft Oct 23 

Jeanne Daniher Oct 23 

Debra Lambo Oct 24 

Maria de Groot Oct 25 

Roberta Gill Oct 26 

Jada Semidey Oct 27 

Marcia Bedard Nov  4 

Theresa Sapunar Nov  5 

Maclovia Rodriguez Nov  7 

Mary Gindhart Nov  7 

Mary Therese Coyle Nov  9 

Jenna Messier Nov  9 

Alice Drefchinski Nov 17 

Linda Kolts Nov 17 

Beth Heidler Nov 19 

Emilia Charbonneau Nov 20 

Tiffany Curtis Nov 23 

Maureen Dean Nov 25 

Carol Webb Nov 28 


