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        ~ The Grail Connection ~                       AUGUST 2019 

 

Pilgrim Place Launches Anne Hope Biography 

By Barbara Troxell 

Forty residents at Pilgrim Place gathered for the launch of Anne Hope’s biography that had 

just been released, Anne Hope: The Struggle For Freedom.  Several of us had advanced 

copies and reflected on what struck us most about this very readable and engaging book. 

Sally Timmel opened by sharing that the author, Stephanie Kilroe, knew the Grail and Anne 

many years ago.  Stephanie is a psychologist, and thus the biography is many layered:  

Anne’s own deepening awareness of injustices throughout her life, her struggle with the 

church, her own spiritual journey, and her dealing with her own aging as she became more 

contemplative.   
 

Donna Ambrogi, who had known Anne since 1953, read excerpts from the book on Anne’s 

meeting the Grail and on Anne’s work with Steve Biko (the founder of the black 

consciousness movement in South Africa). Steve said to his second wife, Mamphela 

Ramaphela, there were two women who shaped his life: a nun who taught him in his younger 

years and Anne Hope.  Anne was given the Steve Biko award by the organization that stayed 

focused on Biko’s work in 2001, twenty-four years after his assassination.    
 

LouAnn Parsons shared about knowing Anne in the 1960’s in South Africa; she also noted 

how many church folks involved in participatory education programs always wanted to train 

with Anne, because of her depth and sensitivity.  LouAnn also said that this was one of the 

most spiritual books she had ever read.   I read parts of the book about Anne’s great love of 

nature, her deep relationship with Sally, and her understanding of obedience to the law of 

God “as dancing in place in the great rhythm of the universe…..co-creation with God in an 

evolving world.”  Through it all, I mentioned, Anne was basically a natural contemplative, in 

the midst of her intense activism against apartheid and guiding her leadership of the Training 

for Transformation program.   
 

During the question and answer session, several people reflected on how much more they 
learned about the Grail, even though they had known members for years.  Since the sale of 
these advanced copies here, the feedback has been very clear and varied.  This was a page-
turner, a book they could not put down.  A neighbor of Anne and Sally said the book should 
be named:  Anne Hope: The Strength for Freedom.  He also shared:  “There is so much that 
could be said about such a rich and yet tumultuous life…An old Gospel hymn came to 
mind…[especially] the first verse…: ‘Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless 
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sea; day by day His sweet voice soundeth, saying ‘Christian, follow Me.’’ The biography was 

a stunning witness to a remarkable woman.” 

Copies can be purchased by emailing frontdesk@ipgbook.com and the ISBN no. is 9780 232 534016. 

 

Book Review: 

Anne Hope: The Struggle for Freedom 
By Marian Ronan 

 

Anne Hope: The Struggle for Freedom: the life of the visionary co-founder of Training for 

Transformation. By Stephanie Kilroe. Darton, Longman and Todd. 139 pp.   

We all know that women are paid less than men (or nothing) for their work, promoted far less 

frequently, and elected to office less frequently as well. But did you know that women’s 

accomplishments in history are also much less documented than men’s, including the major 

contributions of the women of the Grail? 

Some of us—Mary O’Brien and I, for example—have  been trying to undo this injustice, as did 

Katherine Harmon in her 2012 book about women in the liturgical movement.  And now South 

African writer Stephanie Kilroe has joined the effort with her splendid new life of Grail member 

Anne Hope: Anne Hope: The Struggle for Freedom. 

The story begins with Anne’s birth, the middle of three children, in Johannesburg, South 

Africa, in 1930, and traces her lineage back through her distinguished forebears. I was 

astounded to learn that someone who had spent much of her life working and fighting for the 

poor was descended from so many members of the British and Scottish aristocracy and 

widely respected South African professionals. Anne continued these traditions, raised as she 

was with flawless manners and morals, and educated at a distinguished boarding school and 

eventually Oxford University.  

Yet the suffering and loss that marked Anne’s life also began early with her father’s death in 

battle at the very end of World War II, when she was fifteen. And her horror at the poverty of a 

black South African township even before her father’s death shaped her lifelong to 

commitment to justice, as did her early election to the steering committee of Pax Romana, the 

International Catholic Student Movement.  

It was, in fact, at a Pax Romana meeting in Montreal in 1952 that Anne met a group of young 

women from Grailville, and then, back in Africa, the founder of the US Grail, Lydwine Von 

Kersbergen. Lydwine arranged a scholarship for Anne to come to Grailville. Anne’s years 

there brought together many of the desires and commitments simmering within her.  
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After four years at Grailville, Anne spent four more years in Uganda at a Grail women’s 

secondary school. Anne’s work starting women’s clubs in villages there became one of the 

foundations of her later creation of Training for Transformation, a radical community 

development method used eventually in sixty countries around the world.  Then, at the age of 

32, she was named president of the Grail in South Africa where she spent seven years 

leading significant efforts with the Grail and other groups organizing against the apartheid 

government’s crack-down on the African National Congress and other liberation efforts. It was 

through some of these groups that that Anne met Steve Biko; her collaboration with him later 

forced Anne to flee South Africa, not long before his murder by the South African government. 

One of the most engaging plot threads in Kilroe’s carefully woven narrative of Anne’s Hope’s 

life and emotional/spiritual development is the story of her relationship with Sally Timmel. 

Initially, the celibacy of the Grail nucleus commitment held little appeal for Anne; she had 

expected to marry and have children. But her engagement at Oxford ended over the 

Catholic/Protestant divide between her and her fiancé. And when a young South African man 

she had known wrote to propose marriage to Anne during her time at Grailville, Lydwine Van 

Kersbergen, the head of the US Grail, blocked her from receiving the letter, because she 

believed Anne was called to nucleus leadership. And Anne did, eventually, join the nucleus. 

But soon after leaving the South African Grail presidency for a scholarship-funded master’s 

program in adult education at Boston University in 1969, Anne met and fell in love with Sally. 

Their work together developing historic adult training programs, including DELTA 

(Development Education and Leadership Teams in Action) and Training for Transformation, 

based in the pedagogy of Paulo Freire, transformed the lives of countless people in Africa and 

elsewhere. Their collaboration also included years of work in Kenya and the founding and 

development of the Kleinmond Grail Center in South Africa.  The story of their years together, 

and the strains on their relationship as they were sometimes stranded on different continents, 

as well as their struggle over Anne’s nucleus commitment in the Grail, comprises a 

galvanizing trajectory through the second half of the book. 

Some will find the final chapters of Anne Hope equally absorbing. Here Kilroe describes with 

considerable nuance Anne’s retirement, during which, through prayer, psychotherapy and 

deep encounters with the earth itself, she comes to terms with her own identity. I was 

especially moved by the details of Anne’s death at the age of 85 at Pilgrim Place in California 

where she and Sally had retired, and the burial of her ashes back at Pilgrim Place and in two 

different locations in South Africa, a reflection of the global impact of Anne’s life. 

Of course, writing a book, especially a non-fiction book, is hard work. A few errors always slip 
though, as when Kilroe states that Anne’s dear friend, our own Eva Fleischner, was a convert 
from Judaism when it was Eva’s father who converted. 
 

Of perhaps more significant concern is the genre, so to speak, of Kilroe’s work. As she 
explains in her afterword, the initial primary source for her research was Anne’s self-published 
2013 autobiography, A Life of Hope: The Story of My Life. 
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But Kilroe found the autobiography to be “too objective,” even “stilted” in parts. When Sally 

shared with her Anne’s “morning papers,” the journals Anne had kept over the years, as well 

as many of Sally’s own memories, Kilroe was able to focus on the “transforming struggle of 

Anne’s inner life…” As valuable as the results of this focus are, this means that Anne Hope is 

more a spiritual narrative, or even a mediated memoir, than a biography. 

We see some of the implications of this focus in Kilroe’s discussion of the “trouble” Anne and 

Sally experienced at the end of a 1979 six-week advanced training course for forty 

experienced Kenyan trainers they had worked with successfully for years. Suddenly we learn, 

“the group reacted against colonialism, against white leadership in the church, and against 

Anne and Sally…accusing them of domination (and) of imposing Western values.” These 

accusations devastated Anne in particular. 

Kilroe introduces this conflict with a paragraph comparing it to a child who while becoming an 

independent young adult experiences hostility toward their otherwise good parents. She 

quotes one of Anne and Sally’s African “colleagues” to justify her use of the comparison, 

assuring us that she does not mean it to be condescending. 

I leave it to you to decide whether a white writer comparing black Africans to children when 

they protest white dominance is condescending, but it is also the case that a biographer 

would have interviewed some of the Kenyan trainers involved in the conflict before making 

such a comparison.  

These limitations, however, ought not to deter us from reading Anne Hope with enthusiasm 

and gratitude. It is a well-written and absorbing book. Rarely are we gifted with such a 

poignant and inspiring portrayal of the inner life and accomplishments of an heroic woman, 

and in this case, one of our own. 

Marian Ronan has been part of the Grail since 1965; she lives in Brooklyn, NY. 
 
 
 
 

A Few Snap-Shots From Some Of Us New Yorkers  

By Mary Kay Louchart 

 

Saturday breakfast at the Bronx Grail.  

Doesn’t happen every Saturday, but many.  

If you’re in the neighborhood, let us know 

so we put on extra pancakes (and 

Michigan REAL syrup!) No photo of the 

pancakes…we ate them all!  

A few years back, Lillian Wall urged us to attend the Mary Magdalene celebration at Xavier 

Cynthia Bernardez, Sharon Joslyn, Angelica Contreras, Mary Kay Louchart 
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Church in Manhattan. Sharon Joslyn and I went…and did every year thereafter. Last year, 

Lillian was a reader at one of the stations.  This year she’s greatly missed.  

Some who attended this year are:  Mary 

Fordham, Mpanda Kalala, Ieva Zadina, 

Judith De-Four Howard along with Isaiah 

Chabala with whom we have been 

working. That’s Mary Magdalene in the 

middle---not one of us! 

Several Saturday afternoons during the 
past year, we gathered to share about 
how we would like to continue the Grail’s 
presence at Cornwall.  A small core team 
gathered recently to discuss future plans.  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margarita Cabrera for many years has been 

running the micro-economic clothes project ‘la 

Aventura’ at the Bronx Grail Center. These two 

members with Margarita come from Honduras and 

Mexico.  The monies earned are shared among 

the members and a portion is set aside for 

emergency community needs.   

        

Ieva Zadina, Mpanda Kalala, Laura Kaplan, Sharon Joslyn, Yvie Renda and me, Mary Kay Louchart 
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Grail International Council Meeting Welcomed 

Three New Grail Countries 

By Lucy Jones 

 

The International Council Meeting was held in Kisekibaha, Tanzania from July 4 to 14 and 

was attended by IC representatives from 17 countries, International Teams and Networks 

representatives, Observers and Backstage workers as well as our International Leadership 

Team.  There were about 50 women in total with many Tanzanian Grail members also 

present.  We began each day with prayers and readings that had been prepared by the 

International Spirituality Network.  Here is a poem/prayer that was shared: 

 
God of women makes the world reborn 

you women are the future of the world, 

Mothers always pregnant with God 

with you all creation is the womb 

which gives birth to a new world. 

 

Cross without fear mountains 

because it is love that carries you up, 

because it is love that overcomes fear. 

No one hurts you, women, anymore, 

no one takes your voice away 

because without you the world turns off, 

the earth withers and dies. 

 

May the churches be like you, 

pregnant with God, pregnant with love, 

far from the palaces of power. 

Your meeting prepares for new times, 

in your embrace you hold a new dream 

and God is reborn in the heart of the earth…. 

                                                                                      (Marco Campedelli) 

 

Much was discussed and many decisions made for ongoing and future work.  There is a 

longer report attached, but here are some pictures to give you a flavor of the beauty and joy 

of being together and especially the joining into our midst three new Grail countries: Angola, 

Ecuador and Paraguay. 

IC Representative Report on The Grail International Council Meeting In Tanzania 2019 - Lucy Jones 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Report-to-attach-for-Gumbo-on-IC-2019-Lucy-Jones.pdf
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The US Grail’s Young Women’s Initiative 

By Pamela Cobey with bios from the women from the US Grail’s Young Women’s Initiative 

 

 

Left to Right:   Suzanne Ehly (facilitator), Tina Kalala, Veronica Guaján, Danette Wilkins,  
Laura Hershberger, Lisa Petro, and Tiffany Curtis 

 
We, as Grail community, want to express our deepest gratitude to these incredibly gifted 

women who responded to the call of Council to be a part of a group of young women who 

would be willing to look at what it is that might make an organization such as the Grail work 

for future generations.  Each of these women were asked to commit to four mandates, the 

final iteration from the group itself as follows:  

  

 To be antiracist and anti-oppressive from inception, including 

representation around the table 

 To be inter-spiritual in a changing religious landscape 

 To be committed to the international empowerment of women and girls 

 To be of the future for the future. 

 

Council extended the invitation to four women currently members of the Grail, and these four 

women invited two additional women.  While Council was planning for a group of eight, these 

six gelled well, and have requested to remain a group of six.  Their task was to invite women 

of color to join them--women who would be committed to the articulated mandates and 

women they would like to work with. We recognized that if the group were to be successful, 

they would need a facilitator.  Tiffany had experienced working with Suzanne Ehly in her 

training in spiritual direction and believed that Suzanne could be a good match for the group.  

Initial video-conference calls were set up, then a meeting with the facilitator, and finally a first 

face to face meeting at the Norbertine Abbey in Albuquerque, NM January 2019.   
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During their first meeting, this group learned more about each other and thoughtfully 

considered their mandates.  By their second meeting at St. Raphaela Center outside 

Philadelphia in May 2019 the group had identified Emergent Strategy, by Adrienne Maree 

Brown, as a tool they would use to guide them toward an end goal: an articulation of their 

findings on how movements for persons of their generation and forward work and what they 

might look like in an organization such as the Grail. They drew upon Emergent principles to 

continue evaluating what it means to build and foster community within a large global 

movement while remaining introspective and dedicated to social justice both inwardly and 

outwardly. 
 

As Council, we believe it is important that these gifted women, committed to Grail values and 

appreciative of our intergenerational reality, are free to consider their thoughts and findings 

from their own perspectives—perspectives that are different from ours because they are from 

a vastly different generation.  

 

 

 

Please meet the Group: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Ehly (Group Facilitator) serves as a 

chaplain/spiritual director for Still Harbor. In addition, she 

is a professional musician, an equity and justice 

consultant with VISIONS, Inc., an experienced educator, 

workshop and retreat leader, and former Artist-in-

Residence and Faculty in Voice, Body, Culture and 

Leadership at Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, MA 

and faculty at UMASS/Boston. As a white, Protestant, 

queer, US woman, she considers it both her keen delight 

and citizen responsibility to engage in the ongoing 

transformation of herself and of individuals and 

organizations with which she work. She brings curiosity, 

compassion, and patience to her expertise in 

understanding and transforming/healing the intersected 

and hybrid ways that racism and other oppressions live in 

the bodies and imaginations of people from both 

traditionally “included” and “excluded” groups. 

 

https://books.google.com/books/about/Emergent_Strategy.html?id=JOJcjwEACAAJ
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Lisa Petro is a Curriculum Development Consultant and the 

Co-founder of Know My World, a Global Education Resource 

organization, which focuses on the development of Social, 

Emotional, Academic, and Cultural Learning (SECAL) through 

virtual exchange and classroom projects. Lisa has designed 

Global Education curriculum for PrepaTec, Tecnologico de 

Monterrey, in Monterrey, Mexico, Education for Employment, 

Ramallah, Palestine, The Albanian Youth Entrepreneurship 

Project in Tirana, Albania, and Your Success Now (YSN) in 

conjunction with Bloomberg BusinessWeek and the University 

of Central Florida in the United States. She has also 

specialized in intercultural education for primary grades with 

One Globe Kids Inc. in Manhattan and The Netherlands.  

Lisa enjoys co-constructing learning communities and works directly with teacher trainers. She has 

supported capacity building and teacher development programs with the Nepali Education Support 

Trust in Hetauda, Nepal, Japanese Exchange and Teaching Programme in Hirosaki, Japan, the 

American School Taichung in Taiwan, and The Boys and Girls Clubs of America in New York. Lisa 

has a Master’s Degree in Multicultural and Humanistic Education from the State University of New 

York at New Paltz. She spends her free time traveling the world and hanging out with her Boston 

Terrier. 

 

Danette Wilkins (she/her/hers) currently works as a 

Program Manager with the Technical Innovation and Evidence 

team at Ipas, headquartered in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. In 

this role, she supports access to safe abortion and 

contraceptive care around the globe by building local and 

regional capacity to address unmet need for these critical 

healthcare services and prevent unnecessary injury, disability, 

or death. Throughout her career, Danette has worked with 

multilateral, governmental, and non-governmental 

organizations, providing project management and technical 

support to address diverse global issues with local impact. She 

also served as a Rotary Ambassadorial Fellow in Ecuador and 

as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Nicaragua. Danette holds 

diplomas from the College of William and Mary, Latin American 

School of Social Sciences in Ecuador (FLACSO), and Emory 

University. Danette enjoys playing roller derby, being a radio 

DJ, and learning the art of improv comedy. 
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Tiffany Curtis is trained as a clinical chaplain, spiritual 

director, and group facilitator, and has worked extensively 

as a community organizer and in prisons. She has 

ongoing commitments to grassroots community work in 

the U.S., Ecuador, and Honduras. Tiffany grew up in Los 

Angeles in a bilingual family and in an immigrant 

congregation, which has influenced her work around 

immigration. Tiffany is the minister of First Christian 

Church of Santa Fe (New Mexico), the Co-Founder and 

Lead Organizer of the Santa Fe Faith Network for 

Immigrant Justice, and a Peer Group Convener with the 

Prison and Jail Ministries Initiative of the National 

Benevolent Association.  

Tiffany holds a B.A. from Chapman University in in Peace Studies and Latin American 

Studies and a M.Div. from Harvard University. She is an ordained minister in the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) tradition. Tiffany hopes to facilitate courageous, sacred spaces of 

communal healing through contemplation and action. Tiffany is nourished by a committed 

yoga practice, quality time with loved ones, and hiking in the Sangre de Cristo mountains. 

Verónica Guaján is an indigenous woman (Kichwa) 

from Cotacachi – Ecuador. She holds a degree in 

sociology from Pontificia Universidad Católica del 

Ecuador, with a Master’s degree in Gender and 

Development, from FLACSO - Ecuador.  She has vast 

experience advising indigenous communities in issues 

related to human rights, and gender equality. She worked 

at the Ministry of Social Inclusion and National Assembly 

from Ecuador, where she acquired relevant experience in 

public policy.  

 
Her current initiatives include the promotion of women’s empowerment and fighting all forms 

of discrimination, as well as evaluating strategies to strengthen indigenous communities. 
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Laura Hershberger is a clinical social worker from 

Cincinnati, OH. She studied social work, 

international studies and theology at Saint Louis 

University.  She has a master’s in social work from 

the University of Cincinnati.  She currently works as 

a mental health therapist in a maternal depression 

treatment program at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. 

Laura is experienced in giving trainings locally, 

nationally and internationally on depression, trauma 

and cultural competency in social work.  Laura has a 

strong connection to Latin America from her time 

living and working in El Salvador.  

She has been a Grail member since 2013 and has been active in the local and international 

Grail. Laura has a nine year old son named Alejandro and she enjoys volunteering her time 

at his public Montessori school in the Pleasant Ridge neighborhood of Cincinnati. She also 

loves to read, cook, garden and spend time with her family. 

 

Tina Kalala is an Email Marketing Associate in New 

York City. She is also a Zumba Certified Dance 

Instructor and has been teaching for four years. She 

has facilitated a Teen youth group in the Bronx for 

several years. Her passion is empowering youth and 

she is currently working on a future project to 

empower young women and girls with tools for their 

future. Tina enjoys being active, singing, playing 

guitar, traveling and writing and hopes to write a book 

in the near future.   
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The Guidelines for Cross-Cultural Communication that YWI is Using: 

1) Try on 

2) It is okay to disagree 

3) It is not okay to shame, blame,  

or attack self or others 

4) Practice self-focus 

5) Practice both/and thinking 

6) Notice both process and content 

7) Be aware of intent and impact 

8) Maintain confidentiality 

   (Developed by Visions, Inc.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaborative art project 

showcasing values and 

actions integral to 

fostering a diverse, 

inclusive, and equitable 

process around 

community building. 

The values listed here are 

embodied in our guidelines for 

cross-cultural communication. 

Retreat at Norbertine Abbey, January 2019 – Tina Kalala, Tiffany Curtis, Laura Hershberger, Verónica Guaján, 
Danette Wilkins, and Lisa Petro 

https://www.visions-inc.org/
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U.N. Sustainable Development Goals: 

 #13 Climate Action and #15 Life on Land 

By Anne Hurley  
 

“Soil is alive with more microbes in a teaspoon of healthy 

soil than there are people on this planet.” This was the 

attention-getting first sentence in the flyer for a talk titled 

Climate Resilience in your Own Backyard. Since I have a 

small backyard garden, and a strong concern about climate 

change, I decided to go to the talk. 

The presenter, Allison Houghton, author of “The Carbon 

Sequestering Garden” and “The Urban Bounty”, spoke of 

the importance of healthy soil and the potential it has to 

sequester carbon, thus helping to cool the planet. She said 

healthy soil can also filter water, buffer weather extremes, 

and support biodiverse ecosystems.  All this as well as 

produce delicious, healthy food. Soil is the precious 

medium that sustains us all. She went on to present many 

practices to help build the health of the soil.  I’m looking forward to 

incorporating crushed eggshells into my composting, and maybe 

growing buckwheat as a cover crop.  

I live in Senior Public Housing.  Shortly after moving in, I asked 

the administration if I could use a small section of land in the back 

of my building that was kind of wild 

and weedy. With permission, I put 

in a composter that I bought from 

the Town, and grew a small 

organic garden. As the years went 

by, other people moved into the 

complex and wanted gardens, too. 

Now there are five of us gardeners, 

each with a small garden carved out of space that was unused 

and kind of ugly. Gardening gives me a chance to interact in a 

good way with my neighbors. We sometimes exchange 

seedlings. Residents driving by stop to chat with me. 

Gardening helps build community. 

Today, I saw a goldfinch light on my first sunflower of the 
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season.  And two days ago, I saw a Monarch butterfly light on the milkweed which I 

encourage to grow around the edge of my garden. As each plant comes into blossom, I see 

many pollinators busy in my garden. Besides having pure delight at the sight, I have the 

knowledge that I’m doing a bit to help provide habitat and sequester carbon, thus taking a few 

small steps, joined with others, to help address climate change (UNSDG #13 Climate Action) 

and to restore and protect one small corner of the Earth (UNSDG # 15 Life on Land). 

At this talk, I learned that the UN has declared a decade, 2021-2030, for Ecosystem 

Restoration, “as a proven measure to fight the climate crisis and enhance food security, water 

supply and biodiversity.”       

To find out more, you can go to this UN website:   https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-

stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity 

 
  

  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg15
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity
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"Beyond Survival: Building Community" 

By Vivian Corres  
 

Title inspired from Women of the Americas workshop, Grailville 1998 

Theme very current to the Grail today 

 

The US Grail is preparing for the 2019 Gathering “We Who Believe In Freedom” Deepening 

the Anti-Racism Work of The Grail. The workshop is being organized by the Anti-Racism 

Working Group, which is one of the fruits of the 2017 US Grail National Meeting. Everyone is 

encouraged to participate and registration information is posted on our website www.grail-

us.org. Go to the Members section. (If you need help with your name and password 

information, the National Office will be very glad to help you: 513-683-2340). Click on the tab 

Affinity Groups. Click on the Anti-Racism tab. There are resource documents that we can 

click on as we educate ourselves so that we can live service and community. Our foremothers 

worked for "transformation of the world" and "empowerment of women". They started 

communities of formation and invitation, and they became world communities as they circled 

the globe. Ancestors, bless your Grail! 

 

But now as we strive to be a movement for equity, justice and dignity, is our base community 

dissolving? 

 

The 2017 National Meeting (click the tab Gatherings on our website) brought forth a number 

of Resolutions and Affinity Groups. One Affinity Group that has been very active and has a 

tab on our website is the Sustainable Communities Affinity Group. At this time in our over 

seven decades of history we are confronted with the question: Is the US Grail a sustainable 

community? The Sustainable Communities Affinity Group held an open meeting in 2018 and 

wrote a content-rich report to the Movement and the Council.  This document was in the 

September 2018 Gumbo. This report brings focus on the importance of community (very 

much an issue for our September Gathering).  

 

After all, we do know what happens to the house that is built on foundations of sand and what 

happens when the rains come... Are the foundations of the Grail in the United States shifting 

under us? Are we building our 21st Century US Grail on sands of ruins, or on bedrock for 

hope? 

 

Vivian Corres 

Wisconsin Grail 

  

www.grail-us.org
www.grail-us.org
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Sustainable-Communities-Report-FINAL.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Gumbo-09-18.pdf
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In Loving Memory of 

Audrey Elizabeth Schomer 

August 10, 1924  ~  July 24, 2019  
 

 

Audrey Schomer died July 24th in her apartment at Pilgrim Place in Claremont, California.  

Born in Ohio on August 10th, 1924 to George and Ann Schomer, she was the second of five 

siblings: sisters Ursula and Ann and brothers George and Robert. 
 

Her introduction to the Grail was through a course on woman in August of 1949 that led to her 

participation in the Year School at Grailville from October 1949 to February 1951.  She then 

spent a year at Monica House before spending several years at Super Flumina in Foster until 

September 1951.  Then it was back to Grailville for a year before spending two years with the 

Grail in Philadelphia and coming back to Grailville again in 1960.     
 

During her time at Grailville she was involved in many aspects of Grailville’s integrated life 

style including baking, landscaping, administration and also managing the farm with its beef 

herd and dairy herd as well as crops and chickens.   

 

Audrey’s travels took her to Ghana for a year and she was full of admiration for the women of 

West Africa:  “[they] were real go-getters, never still, always working and to all appearances 

easy-going.   
 

How they dealt with their husbands I know not. . .they have to do most of the work in the 

compound where they live.  After the men do the ‘burning off’ of their piece of land, the 

 

L to R 1st Row:   

Trina Paulus(Cleveland), Sheila 

McKenzie(Detroit),  

Elaine Jones(Long Island),  

Elvira Gordelon(Simmesport, LA),  

Susie Price(British Honduras) 
 

L to R  2nd Row:  

Mary Ruth Wong(Peking),  

Gertrude Braak(Netherlands),  

Ruth Chisolm(Nova Scotia),  

Mary T. Mullen(Detroit),  

Tilly Cornellen(Netherlands), 

AUDREY SCHOMER(Ohio),   

Sally Tiers(Philladelphia),  

Vera Kelly(So. Rhodesia/So. Africa) 
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women then must turn over the soil and prepare for planting, and then plant, cultivate and 

tend [the crops].  The women go to market with large round baskets on their heads full of 

garden produce, yard goods, notions, etc. to sell.  They are fierce bargainers and I was no 

match for their haggling.” 
 

 
 

The early 1970s found her living with Eileen Shaeffler in New York studying for a BA at 

Queens College with a focus on “The Value Bases for Political Development in Emerging 

Nations.”  (During that time she was also the representative of UFER to the United Nations.)  

She wrote that she had chosen her “courses, books (where there was a choice) and paper 

topics that related to humankind, to the world situation, the Grail, its many faceted interests 

and involvements, and to my past,  present or future condition. . .I hope to use these studies, 

all that I have learned==that is what I am able to retain—in 

some work related to the vision and “reason for being” of 

the Grail.  Otherwise, I wouldn’t have bothered, would have 

chosen something that comes easier to me.”  
 

In Portugal in 1978 she reflected on the Portuguese 

revolution:  “Where else but in a garden could the 

Revolution of the Flowers take place?  Five years ago 

today, April 25th, 1974, Portugal had a revolution.  The 

guns and tanks had flowers, red carnations, in their barrels, 

not bullets and shells.  The yoke of 40 years of oppression 

of her people in Portugal and in her overseas provinces 

was thrown off in a matter of hours.  I hope the story of 

those hours will become an epic told to the children.” 
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“Our Grail people are busily engaged in all fields in the garden.  There are those directly tilling 

the earth, planting and harvesting food and flowers;  those teaching the young in formal and  

non-formal educational institutions and projects;  those working with adults in discussion 

groups to raise the awareness of personal and group growing potential . . . “ 

In celebration of Maria de Lourdes 50th birthday in January 1980 she wrote  
 

“The Spiral”  
 

“Convoluted to our roots, evoluted to the cosmos 

deep in the world, far out in space 

rooted in the earth, its conscience, 

branched out in air, its hope 

“centripetal in belonging, centrifugal in sharing 

the push of growth, the pull of future, implanted in the now,  

the only touch with divine presence, with daily reality 

“center of the earth, center of the universe, center of the cosmos center us.” 

 

 

She also spent time at the Cornwall Grail Center before she moved to Pilgrim Place in 1998.  

She sent Audrey Sorrento a reflection on the Grail.  The following are extracts from that 

paper. 
 

“The cycles of the earth and the Church’s liturgy were the mainstay of our formation [in the 

40s and 50s].  In the following decades we went out to the world;  the city centers, lay mission 

work, Papal volunteers, helping with Peace Corps training, formation programs for women 

seminarians and college students. . . . 
 

“There were intimations of further elaboration of ‘back to the land’ but this time in a global 

context as the realization  began to dawn on the world community that our planet Earth, a 

living organism, is in trouble because the major sources of life for all beings—air, water, and 

the land itself—are being degraded by human activity. 
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. . . . 

“Grailville, Grail centers, (especially Cornwall-on-Hudson) and regional and local groups have 

sponsored educational workshops on The New Story and sustainable food production and 

distribution. 

 

. . . . 

“The big question is how to value, cherish and 

celebrate differences—be they racial, ethnic, cultural, 

religious, gender, life-style—instead of them 

separating us, and in some instances, causing 

genocide and setting one group against another. 

“As we reverence ourselves, each other, and the 

Earth, so will be our reverence to God.  Each of us is 

as significant as the butterfly whose gentle wings 

affect the global weather system.  Nothing in the 

Universe is insignificant;  each of us is necessary to 

the Story.”—Audrey Schomer 9-17-98   

 A memorial service for Audrey will be held at later 

date at Pilgrim Place where she spent the last years 

of her life to “read, to write, and to learn from others 

how to be a mature Christian.” 

 
 
 
 

 
Page from Audrey’s Journal 
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“TAKING A STAND ON MIGRATION” 

US Grail Follow-Up  

By Pamela Cobey  
 

 
Dear Members of the Grail, 
 
Thank you all so much for voting to put in place our initial stand to support those seeking 

asylum in the United States in support of humane US government policy and actions with 

regard to treatment of asylum seekers, in support of US policy that creates conditions that 

support healthcare, education and employment with just living wages for impoverished 

countries, and in opposition to US policy that contributes to the creation of conditions that lead 

to the need for migration.   

 

Carol Barton has created a broader stand which we would like to put in place regarding 

migration. Tiffany Curtis, Deirdre Cornell and Sharon Joslyn were asked to review it and 

found it excellent. 

 

A Survey Monkey will be going out in support of this broad Grail stand. Please vote. With an 

affirmative vote, both stands will be in place. Grail members will be able to act in the name of 

the Grail with Grail logos and banners and sign petitions in the name of the Grail. 

 

Thank you! 

 

DRAFT - US Grail Policy Position on Migration   

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Draft-Grail-Policy-on-Migration-7-16-19.pdf
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