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Editorial 
 

A NEW START  
 

After a reflection process which began with the 2015 General Assembly and ended with the 

meeting of the Board of Directors held in Ecuador (Cumbaya), from 26 to 29 January 2017, 

UFER is undertaking a new departure. 

First, the acronym will have a new name: UFER - United For Equity and ending Racism /Uni(e)s 

pour l’Equité et la Fin du Racisme, approved through a vote by the members following the 

GA and will be in force as soon as it will be registered with the Belgian authorities and communi-

cated to the United Nations. 

In addition, at the meeting of the Board of Directors, young and dynamic people accepted to take 

up the challenge of ensuring the continuity of UFER and taking over from those who had been in 

charge of its functioning for the past two decades. The process of devolution of responsibilities 

and administrative tasks is underway. The new team is expected to be operational by the end of 

this year. A document informing the members of the outcome of the Board meeting and  

requesting their agreement on the decisions taken at this meeting is sent with this Newsletter. 

The new team will introduce itself in an upcoming issue of the Newsletter and will provide  

members with its plan of action in due time. So we look confidently into the future. The baton is 

now being handed on from one generation to the other. 

This issue of the Bulletin is presented in a much more modern format thanks to the volunteer 

support of a member. This shows the importance of the involvement of several people in the 

functioning of UFER. The organization has members with diverse experiences and skills that can 

enrich and contribute to the organization. 

After the Board meeting in Ecuador, the participants took the opportunity to visit indigenous com-

munities and meet women who are trying to improve the lives of their community. Sharon Joslyn 

shares this experience in this Newsletter. Living with families for a few days also allowed us to 

better understand their situation. 

 



 

 3 

Editorial 
(continued) 

 
You will also find in this Newsletter the usual rubrics on the international work and news of the 

members that shows the commitment of some in Asia, Africa and Latin America. We encourage 

members to share their experiences and news so that they can be shared in this Newsletter and 

on the UFER website. 

While UFER is making a fresh start, the organization does not deny its objectives and its original 

mission of promoting dialogue and cooperation between peoples and different cultural and ethnic 

groups and combating all types of discrimination, in the spirit of the Universal Declaration of  

Human Rights. On the contrary, this renewal will make it possible to better adapt our action to the 

realities of today. 

Raymonde Martineau, Outgoing Secretary General 
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News from the 

international 

scene 

 
A work overview of 

the Human Rights 

Council in 2016  
Our representatives at 

the UN in Geneva bring 

to our attention certain 

issues discussed during 

the last sessions of the 

Human Rights Council. 

Panel discussion 

on the  

incompatibility be-

tween democracy 

and racism 

The UN noticed a 

change in racist dis-

course over the past 

decades. 

United Nations 60th 

Session of the 

Commission the 

Status on Women 

Two successful side 

events sponsored by the 

Grail and UFER. 

Trafficked:  From 

Victim to Survivor 

A parallel event  

organized by the Grail 

and UFER at the United 

Nations Human Rights 

Council. 

A work overview of the Human 

Rights Council in 2016  

The Human Rights Council held three sessions in 2016, in March, 

June and September. The war in Syria and the situation of refugees, 

including those of unaccompanied minors, have been a major part of 

the debate. The Council, however, addressed several issues of  

interest to UFER members since they affect vulnerable or discrimi-

nated populations. Here are some examples: 

 The Council recognized the persistence of racism throughout the 

world. See the article on the panel discussion on the incompatibility 

between democracy and racism. 

 The Council has set itself the target of making recommendations 

on the measures needed to eliminate gender inequalities in  

education by 2030. Among other things, it requested the High 

Commissioner to prepare a report, in consultation with the children 

themselves, on ways and means of enabling all girls to exercise 

the right to education on an equal footing and obstacles to effective 

access for them (A/HRC/32/L.30/Rev.1). 

 The Council encourages the enhancement of the role of the  

family unit as an enabling environment for people with disabilities 

to realize their potential and lead enriching lives (A/HRC /32/L.35). 

 A whole day was devoted to the rights of the child, which discus-

sed, inter alia, the use of modern information and communication 

technologies for the sexual exploitation of children. There is an  

urgent need for international legal mechanisms to protect children 

from such exploitation (A/HRC/31/L.9/Rev.1). 

 In a resolution on adequate housing as an element of the right to 

an adequate standard of living and the right to non-discrimination in 

this context, the Council calls upon States to take positive  

measures to prevent and eliminate homelessness (A/HRC/31/

L.11). 

 The protection of the rights of indigenous peoples remains a  

concern of the Council (A/HR/33/L.23). 

 The Council decided to extend the mandate of the independent ex-

pert on the human rights of the elderly so that it can continue to as-

sess the implementation of relevant national, regional and interna-

tional standards with regard to the rights of the elderly (A/HRC/33/

L.9). 

 A resolution was adopted on contemporary forms of slavery,  
including their causes and consequences, which can strengthen 
the work of UFER and Shakti Samuha on trafficking in persons  
(A/HRC/33/L.2). CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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A work overview of the Human Rights Council  

in 2016 (continued) 

A more comprehensive approach has been proposed by the Council in the area of health, the  
elimination of female genital mutilation and the promotion and protection of human rights in the 
context of the HIV epidemic and other communicable diseases and epidemics. The Council  
requested its members to provide assistance to victims of female genital mutilation, including but 
not limited to support services for the repair of physical, physiological and psychological sequelae. 

At each of its sessions, the Council devoted time to the consideration and adoption of the results of 
the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). Each UN member country must report periodically on how it 
implements its commitments to the protection of human rights. 

 
The Council also examined the human rights situation in some countries. These include: 

 The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where the Council remains concerned 
about the persistence of violence and serious crimes, including sexual violence against mem-
bers of the civilian population by armed groups and security forces in the east of the country, as 
well as the violation of the freedoms of expression and peaceful assembly. The Council  
decided to hold a dialogue on the situation of human rights in that country at its March 2017 
session. 

 Eritrea, where the Council expresses its grave concern at the widespread use of cons-
cription for an indefinite period, a regime that is assimilated to forced labor, and reports of  
forced conscription of minors. It regrets that the fear and experience of a long-term national 
service is causing large numbers of Eritreans to leave the country, often at the risk of being  
abducted, subjected to abominable physical and psychological violence and other ill-treatment 
on the way to immigration, notably by human smugglers and traffickers. 

 

For more information on the three sessions of the HRC in 2016 consult: 

http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/
FCABFEF216506BF9C125803E004C7150?OpenDocument 

http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/
(httpNewsByYear_en)/2D28889F149F6551C1257FEA005ABDA7?
OpenDocument&cntxt=9985C&cookielang=en 

http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/
(httpNewsByYear_en)/7602DADF50371AF7C1257F800067EC3C?
OpenDocument 

 

Perspectives pour 2017 

There is a great deal of concern and uncertainty about the promotion and protection of human 
rights for the coming year. At the opening of the 34th session of the Human Rights Council, the 
High Commissioner Mr. Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein has launched a strong message: « To those  
political actors who, as in the days of the League (of Nations), threaten the multilateral system or 
intend to withdraw from parts of it, the sirens of historical experience ought to ring clear. We will 
not sit idly by. For we have much to lose, so much to protect. And our rights, the rights of others, 
the very future of our planet cannot, must not be thrown aside by these reckless political  
profiteers“.  

Some priorities emerged from the High-level debate at the beginning of the 34th session: discrimi-
nations (racism, xenophobia and religious intolerance), sustainable development goals, the rights 
of migrants and refugees, violence against women, violent extremism and terrorism. 
 

UFER will continue to follow development in the field of human rights throughout 2017. 

http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/FCABFEF216506BF9C125803E004C7150?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/FCABFEF216506BF9C125803E004C7150?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/2D28889F149F6551C1257FEA005ABDA7?OpenDocument&cntxt=9985C&cookielang=en
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/2D28889F149F6551C1257FEA005ABDA7?OpenDocument&cntxt=9985C&cookielang=en
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/2D28889F149F6551C1257FEA005ABDA7?OpenDocument&cntxt=9985C&cookielang=en
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/7602DADF50371AF7C1257F800067EC3C?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/7602DADF50371AF7C1257F800067EC3C?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/7602DADF50371AF7C1257F800067EC3C?OpenDocument
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http://www.ohchr.org/FR/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/HRCACIndex.aspx 

Panel discussion on the  
incompatibility between democracy and racism 

 

On March 18 2016, the Human Rights Council had a Panel discussion on the incompatibility  
between democracy and racism. This well-attended session was chaired by Negash Kebret  
Botora, Ambassador of Ethiopia and Vice-President of the HRC and moderated by Yvette Ste-
vens, the Ambassador of Sierra Leone. 

 

The first speaker was Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights Kate Gilmore. She  
expressed concerns at the resurgence, all over the world, of movements expressing hatred. More 
and more, we also see government officials or politicians use xenophobic language to try to move 
their agenda forward. Ms Gilmore emphasized that democracy demands respectful  
accommodation and an active respect for others, and described freedom of expression as an 
enabling right, which must be limited only where such expression becomes an incitement to vio-
lence.  

 

Jérome Jamin, a professor at Liège University, explained that traditional political parties view their 
legitimacy as stemming from two sources: procedures leading to elections, and the respect of 
fundamental rights after elections. The extreme right however believes that when a party is 
elected it possesses full legitimacy, therefore eliminating the need for any checks on the respect 
of rights.  

 

Emine Bozkurt, former member of the European Parliament, commented that the racist discourse 
has changed over the past decades. Lately, instead of speaking openly against other groups or 
even races, one hears political parties speak of the protection of values, or denouncing cultural 
practices, which is more acceptable to the average elector.  

 

Michel Gladu, UFER representative in Geneva 

http://www.ohchr.org/FR/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/HRCACIndex.aspx
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United Nations 60th Session of the Commission 

on the Status of Women 

 

UFER/Grail sponsored two successful side events during the 

NGO Forum at the 60th Session of the UN Commission on the 

Status of Women: Sustainable Development & Women´s  

Empowerment.  The review theme was overcoming gender-

based violence.  Over 41 Grail members from nine countries  

attended the multiple NGO and formal UN sessions over the 

very busy two weeks, March 14-24. 2016.  As in the past nine 

years, the Bronx Grail and the UFER/Grail Link to the UN 

(GLUN) spearheaded the organizing effort.  

 

The first panel, held on March 17 with nine girls/young women, ages 14 to 24, was entitled, Girls, 

2030 is Now.....Lets be the Change we want for the World!  They each spoke of the pressing  

issues in their local contexts, what they are doing now to respond and what changes they hope 

to see in fifteen years.  The countries represented were:  Brazil, Mexico, Mozambique, Papua 

New Guinea, Portugal, South Africa, Tanzania and USA (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). The venue 

was the Salvation Army Auditorium which allowed for lively interaction with panelists after their 

presentations. It was very inspiring to hear girls talk about all the amazing things they are doing 

around the world with such passion.  Most began their justice involvements at age 11 or 12, 

though some as early as 9. 

The second panel held on March 23 in the UN Church Center was entitled, Sustainable  

Development as Sacred Action, with panelist from Brazil, Mexico, Ecuador, Papua New Guinea 

and South Africa.   Verónica Guajan of Cotacachi, Ecuador, opened the session with an  

indigenous Andean ritual honoring and giving thanks to the Pachamama (Mother Earth) with the 

symbol of the chakana (Andean cross) created with grains on the floor, representing all that we 

are in the world  (fire, earth, air, water) and symbolizing all the principles of the Andean  

cosmology (nature, duality, reciprocity, solidarity, complementarity, the connection of the sky/

universe, the earthly/present time, and the underground world).  Speakers addressed the  

spiritual resources, which sustain their human rights and justice work.  One common theme, 

which emerged consistently across continents as highly valued, was community and international 

solidarity. 

There were about 60 participants at each event and a robust discussion afterwards.  New York 

UFER Representative, Sharon Joslyn, The UFER/Grail side event has become a regular  

presentation and is always well received and well attended.  We get better at it every year.  I 

hope we can continue to do so. CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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United Nations 60th Session on the Commission 

the Status of Women (continued) 

In addition to these two panels, there was significant UFER/Grail participation at the vigil in front 

of the Honduran Permanent Mission to the UN on March 17 held for Berta Cáceres, indigenous 

environmental leader of Honduras murdered on March 3.   There were at least 100 people from 

many different countries who attended, including Women´s Rights Expert, Charlotte Bunch, and 

the Andean Regional Representative of the UN Women, Mónica Pizani.  Berta Zúniga Cáceres, 

the 24-year-old daughter of Berta Cáceres spoke along with two other women human rights de-

fenders from Honduras.   The chant they taught us in Spanish was:  Berta did not die, Berta did 

not die, Berta became millions, became millions, Berta am I!  At the same time, women from the 

Middle East taught us a chant in French:  So, so, so solidarité avec les femmes assassinées!  

In sum, the CSW was a wonderful experience of international solidarity, creativity and courage 

with women from around the world, an inspiring two-weeks of hope and energy, reminding us 

that positive change is not only possible but indeed happening.   

For more information on the session and its outcome see: http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/

csw60-2016 

Dr. Mónica Maher, UFER Board Member 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016
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Michel Gladu, UFER representative at the UN in Geneva 

Advisory Committee of the Human Rights Council 

The sixteenth session of the Advisory Committee of the Human Rights Council was held from 22 to 

26 February 2016 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. The committee, which acts as a think-tank 

for the Council, is composed of eighteen experts who serve on their own behalf. The Committee 

considered preliminary reports on three topics, vulture funds, people with leprosy and the  

migration of unaccompanied minors. 

Activities of vulture funds and their impact on human rights 

Vulture funds are private entities that obtain a share of the debts of States in financial difficulty on 

the secondary market at a lower price than their nominal value. They then try to be reimbursed by 

the State, not only the original value of the debt, but also interest and penalties through prosecu-

tion, legal seizure, and so on. Highly indebted states are often poorly equipped to defend  

themselves and often accept disadvantageous conditions of vulture funds to avoid a lengthy and 

costly legal process. The pressure exerted by these funds on vulnerable States has a direct effect 

on governments which, for want of resources, are still struggling to meet their human rights  

obligations, such as the right to water, education, suitable accommodation, etc. The report  

proposes solutions to both developed and vulnerable states, including enacting laws that would 

protect them better and make public the list of shareholders of vulture funds. 

Discrimination against people with leprosy 

People with leprosy have been prejudiced for millennia. Although today leprosy is not very trans-

missible, is not hereditary and is now fully curable, there are still cases of discrimination against 

lepers, based on religion or culture. Although some states have made efforts to share information 

about the disease and have even acknowledged discrimination, there is still a long way to go. The 

report proposes, for example, that governments begin by eliminating laws and policies that  

discriminate against lepers. They could then establish mechanisms to address the situation,  

together with all the groups involved, including health services, NGOs and lepers themselves.  

Internationally, an entity of the UN human rights system could monitor the situation and note the 

progress made. It should be noted that only eight States (where leprosy is not endemic)  

responded to the UN questionnaire on the subject. 

Migration of unaccompanied minors 

In recent years, millions of people have had to leave their homes to flee war and violence in Syria, 

Iraq and Afghanistan. The majority of them choose Europe as a place of asylum. Of these refu-

gees, 23,160 unaccompanied minors sought asylum in the European Union in 2014. There are also 

large migratory flows in Latin America to Mexico and the United States. The risks faced by these 

children are increasing, as migratory routes are mainly controlled by organized crime. The issue of 

unaccompanied minors also puts a lot of pressure on the host system of the host  

countries, to ensure that the basic human rights of these children (right to food, shelter, education) 

are increasingly difficult. States that rely on the threat of deportation as a deterrent must find that 

this is a failure and that this threat has no effect when it comes to stemming the migration of minors 

unaccompanied. As host states are overwhelmed, they are increasingly calling on civil  

society to provide certain services to migrant children, but collaboration between the different ac-

tors would benefit from closer cooperation.  
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TRAFFICKED:  FROM  

VICTIM TO SURVIVOR 

A parallel event organised by the Grail and UFER 

at the United Nations Human Rights Council,  

14 June 2016, Geneva 

At this moment, 20.9 million people are victims of  

human trafficking, according to data from Asylum  

Access.  This tragedy will not disappear easily, 

linked as it is to criminal organisations. It is neces-

sary that people all around the world realise that this 

is happening in their cities and villages, in  

restaurants they go to, on roads they travel, along-

side their lives.  And it is important that more of us 

know how to identify it and are able to combat it and 

contribute to saving lives. 

This year, UFER and the International Grail  

organised a parallel event during the June session of 

the Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland, 

together with Sisterworks and Asylum Access. Our 

event tried to bring to light the current situation of  

human trafficking in different areas of the globe and 

open a discussion of how to help eliminate this 

scourge. We were pleased to welcome members of 

several NGOs wanting to hear more and to make 

new connections for future collaboration. 

According to the United Nations (UN), trafficking in 

persons means the recruitment, transportation, 

transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means 

of the threat or use of force or other forms of  

coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 

abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 

the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to 

achieve the consent of a person, having control over 

another person for the purpose of exploitation.  

Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploita-

tion or the prostitution of others or other forms of 

sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery 

or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the re-

moval of organs. CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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TRAFFICKED:  FROM VICTIM TO SURVIVOR 
(continued) 

The consent of a victim of trafficking to the intended exploitation is irrelevant once deception,  

coercion, force or other prohibited means have been used. Consent, therefore, cannot be used 

as a defence to absolve traffickers from criminal responsibility. 

Ivonne van de Kar from Sisterworks, spoke about the current European reality and stressed how 

much more information is needed to fight human trafficking.  Few States collect data on this  

matter.  Nor is there enough information collected by international organisations. And States have 

different legal frameworks within which to work on human trafficking.  Ivonne told us that it is  

important that we understand that this tragedy is happening before our eyes, in hotels, catering, 

massage salons, among domestic workers and au pairs, in agriculture, construction, shipping, 

begging, in child exploitation from sexual services to child soldiers, in prostitution, slave labour, 

trade in organs and baby factories.  Human trafficking is present in our societies, even in the 

smallest of our purchases.  Sisterworks is a centre of expertise on human trafficking in relation to 

religion, migration, justice, care and prostitution, and a source for targeted information and policy 

advice. 

According to Asylum Access, there are several major challenges regarding human trafficking  

today.  Karina Sarmiento told us of the mismatch of information between the institutional statistics 

and the testimonies of personnel working in the field.  There is an urgent need for an integrated 

information and data management system for all government institutions. Also, many still believe 

that trafficking happens only to foreigners, while we know from UN reports that in the vast  

majority of cases nationals are involved.  

Patrícia Foito e Camisão, UFER member 

Empowering refugee  

women survivors  

of violence 

Since 2010, Asylum Access has been organizing 

workshops to provide a safe haven for refugee 

women who have survived sexual and gender-

based violence to overcome trauma, find the 

strength to pursue justice, and regain control of  

their lives.  

While in Quito, members of UFER had the opportunity to meet with some of these women who are 

facing tremendous problems surviving with their children in a foreign country and overcoming their 

trauma. The work accomplished by Asylum Access in this respect is remarkable. For more  

information see: http://asylumaccess.org/program/ecuador/ 

Pour plus d'informations, voir : http://asylumaccess.org/program/ecuador/ 

http://asylumaccess.org/program/ecuador/
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Visits to Indigenous  

communities in  

Ecuador : The Good Seed  

Cotacachi is a region north of Quito. In the days following the 

UFER Board meeting Monica Maher organized a visit to the area 

where we lived with Indigenous families, met with women’s 

groups and visited historic sites. 

One day we visited with a women jewelry making cooperative 

named The Good Seed, La Buena Semllia or Sumak Muyo in the 

Indigenous language of Quichua, located in the community of La 

Calera. Flores, the coordinator of the group along with three 

members greeted us and told us their story.    

“The Good Seed” comes from the fact that the jewelry is made 

from sustainably harvested nuts and seed from Palm Trees.  

Devastation of Palm Tree plantations especially in Indonesia and 

Malaysia by large corporations to obtain palm oil has threatened 

the extinction of important species such as orangutans.  Ecuador 

is known for its sustainable Palm Tree plantations. The group  

began about seven years ago with just a few women and has 

grown since. They work to help with their own financial  

independence so that they are not totally dependent on their  

husbands’ earnings. Their efforts have branched out to benefit 

their community as well.  For each product sold, a percentage 

goes to finance school supplies for needy children: pens, paper, 

notebooks.  They are now assisting 13 children with their  

supplies.  They hope to be able to provide a scholarship for the 

one most likely to succeed in higher education when the time 

comes. 

By chance one day they met a professor from the University of 

Wisconsin who was visiting the area.  She offered the possibility 

of marketing some of their jewelry.  This has been a successful 

venture and helps to sell some of their crafts.  As they explained 

to us, even if they earn a dollar it gives them a sense of self 

worth. In their conversations as they worked together they  

discovered other problems in their  community such as drugs, 

and alcoholism, health issues, domestic violence, single  

mothers. Problems of discrimination do arise also. They now 

have a health committee and an education committee.  

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

UFER  
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Visits to Indigenous communities in Equateur 

The Good Seed (continued) 

The community has midwives to aid in deliveries.  

When a problem arises during delivery, one person of 

the group accompanies the midwife with the mother to 

the hospital.  Ecuador has parallel health systems: 

traditional and modern.  When the baby is delivered in 

the hospital, the modern physician takes over and is 

given recognition for the birth.  Although traditional 

medicine is accepted it is not valued.   

 
Funding brings other problems. Since they are not  

a large group they do not receive government funding.  

The politicians are interested in Big Projects, Big  

Ideas, groups that can be beneficial to them in their 

political campaigns. The group does not expect to be 

wealthy.  The Good Seed works to benefit each other, 

their families and their community. They believe that 

by being in harmony with nature they are in harmony with God and by showing friendship and 

love to a person everyone benefits.  

 

The Andean women were not accustomed to work together as women’s groups.  This is a new 

phenomenon for them.  They hope that through their work they are able to share their skills and 

culture with youth.  “We share all with the community.  When we sell a craft, we help a family.” 

 

Any contacts/information we can make to help in their work would be most welcome! 
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Union for the Development of Humanity  

(UDH – DRC) 

In the course of 2016, UDH organized several training sessions on human rights in Kinshasa,  

Kisangani, Songolo in Kongo Central. It also continued to accompany victims of human rights, 

particularly before the court. 

UDH proceeded further with visits to various prisons in view of making recommendations for the 

improvement of conditions of detention, to deal among other things with the food crisis in certain 

prisons. UDH took some initiatives, such as the cultivation of a manioc field and the development 

of fish farming for the benefit of the detainees. The organization invites the Ministry of Justice and 

Human Rights to establish a penitentiary secretariat in order to better administrate prisons.  

The President of UDH, Fernand Bajikile, took part, with the assistance of UFER, in the 33rd  

session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva, in September 2016. The delay in the reception 

of his visa and the demonstrations of 19 & 20 September in Kinshasa shortened considerably his 

stay in Geneva. He was however able, with the assistance of Cruz Melchor Eya Nchama, UFER 

representative in Geneva, to get acquainted with the functioning of the HRC. He also had the  

opportunity to follow the debate on the situation of human rights in his country (DRC) and to meet 

governmental and non-governmental delegates to whom he could introduce his organization and 

its activities as well as their demands. UDH considers taking part in the African Commission on 

Human and Peoples’ Rights. 

News from our members 
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Lee Kum Yeon from Nepal (Extracts from an article published in Intercom 

1/2017, AFI/ICA) 

In 2005, when I was in Korea, I planned to work in the fields of human trafficking, migration and 

refugee in Asia. Coming to Nepal was the first step to make a base camp to start my mission. 

Learning Nepali or Hindi means to open a communication channel to meet women who migrate 

from Nepal to Arab countries. 

Because of the earthquakes, 

that project was delayed and 

now is the time to restart. 

That is why I went to the  

foreign language campus for 

registering for Nepali  

language course. It was for 

me the first time to register in 

the Nepali language  

program. Ever since I have 

been living in Nepal from 

April 2015, I had no chance 

to take the course because 

of earthquake related work. 

Before then, since 2000, I 

used to come to Nepal for 

monitoring the scholarship 

program supporting more or less 200 children each year and staying for a month or a few 

months. In 2014, after the UFER international seminar on migration and human trafficking, I had 

decided to live and work in my country Korea, saying to my Nepali friends “never come back 

again”. However, suddenly, on April 2015, I came back to Kathmandu. On the 12th day of my  

arrival, the devastating earthquakes hit the top of the world. I immediately kicked off the so called 

relief services works for the victims; providing materials like rice, tarpaulin, beans, blankets,  

medicine kits, mosquito nets, cloth, mats, cement and tin sheets. More than 3,500 households 

were supported by our groups’ support. UFER was one of the member organizations with other 

three Nepalese NGOs. 

The money for purchasing materials was sent from the people in the world, mainly from Korea 

(including Onnuri unit members and all AFIs in Korea as well as UFER members in Europe). The 

channels that I used for communicating to the contributors were and are social media like  

kakaotalk and Facebook uploading photos taken at the places where I visited distributing things 

as well as texting messages. How effective those social networks are! The spirit of solidarity  

empowered me very much during the 3 months relief works. Thank God and everybody who  

participated. Providing materials was the first phase to help the survivors.  CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

News from our members 
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Lee Kum Yeon from Nepal (continued) 

The second phase was a running, playing and learning center for the children at the camps in  

Godavari, 11 km away from downtown Lalitpur. Now I am living in Lalitpur. Almost all of the huts 

and old tin sheet houses, 130 households in a small village, collapsed. Nearby the village, on a 

large football playground of the Jesuits was the place for installation of tents. A Korean nun who 

came to Nepal to work with me, and I went to the camp every day for a month, to play with children; 

playing sports, drawing pictures, making paper arts and treating wounds. It was open door  

classroom for the children and women.  Making jam and handcrafts with the mothers of the children 

were expected to be resources for incomes. Even though they were staying under the tents  

struggling against mosquitos, heavy rains, bugs and heat etc., the time of playing, creating, and 

laughing was healing time without trauma.  As the rainy season was over, they began to rebuild 

their home, collecting bricks and pieces of wood from the rubbles. My friends contributed the  

supporting tin sheets, cement and bamboo bars.  

The third phase of earthquake related works was school constructions beginning in September 

2015.  Future Star Secondary School (principal is a member of UFER) was severely damaged and 

closed immediately. Thank God, no one was hurt at the school by the tremors.  But where to go?  

Where is the new place for 550 students? This is the answer; where there is no hope, plant hope.  

Texting and uploading pictures through SMS to the people whom I know worked again. All the 

budget for construction of the school came from people’s participation. At the end of 2016, painting 

was done and construction was completed. In addition to Future Star, there are 3 more schools in 

Dhading district (Dhading is one of severely devastated districts) under construction. Building and 

renovating damaged classrooms and education accommodation built some values like friendship, 

solidarity, sincerity and gratitude among us. The strong bridges between people and people were 

connected so that the more people were walking over them and meeting each other the more we 

were building a better world. Working together was “how wonderful the experiences” Therefore, I 

could say, ‘it was a miracle, miracle 

made by the people”!  

At the same time of doing earth-

quake relief work, we have training 

programs for women. Empowering 

women through skill development 

was the key objective for  

sustainable life. Working with  

Korean Local NGOs or NPOs  

including individual activists  

challenged me to strengthen  

thinking integration. Arranging all 

the requests from those organiza-

tions, which I have known for many years, enables me to plan for the right things and how to do 

things the right way. Beyond cultural code, border of country, ethnic entity and gender, working with  

different groups requires of me to play multi-function roles.  

News from our members 
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A REMINDER 

The annual membership fee for 2017 is of 50€ or 50 US$.  It can be: 

1. sent to the following account in Belgium: Banque Fortis: IBAN: BE50 0013 6970 

0018 BIC: GEBABEBB #  

2. transmitted to a member of the Board of Directors or the IS of AFI/ICA 

We need your support for our activities! 

Mónica Maher from Ecuador 

Mónica has been working with Friends Peace Teams (Quakers) since September 2016 as the 

Initiative Coordinator of “Peacebuilding en las Américas”. The program offers workshops in  

non-violence, trauma healing and conflict transformation in El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala 

and Colombia.  Populations include prison inmates, former military and guerrilla combatants, 

human rights defenders, indigenous and Afro-descendent women, people with disabilities, war  

survivors and their families, as well as members of the  

national police. 

It is in that capacity that she went to Colombia in December 

2016. Following her mission, she wrote a very interesting  

report entitled Beyond Electoral Shock: Contradictions in the 

Colombian Peace Process. She writes, among other things, 

that “thanks to the advocacy of women´s rights groups in  

Colombia the peace accord includes a gender analysis and 

guarantees equity for women in areas of historical exclusion 

such as property rights and land titles.  In addition, it  

recognizes the rights of other historically vulnerable groups 

such as indigenous and afro-descendent peoples as well as 

the LGBTQI community.  The issues of gender equity and 

LGBTQI inclusion became a major rallying point of right-wing 

groups against the accord, including evangelical Christian mega-churches whose political  

organizing was instrumental to the plebiscite defeat of the peace accord.   Such heterosexist 

Christian leadership led a number of news commentaries to declare that peace was rejected 

because of homophobia.  Marcela Sanchez of Diverse Colombia lamented, “it is sad in this 

country that there are people who have more fear of homosexuality than war. * This stance  

represented a backlash to legal advances within the past year, including marriage equality, re-

sulting in jarring juxtapositions of large Christian churches refusing peace and inclusion with 

secular forces asking for forgiveness and re-integration.”  

Those who would like to have the full report can ask Monica: monicam675@aol.com 

News from our members 

mailto:monicam675@aol.com
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Monique Costermans 

Monique was born on 15 July 1933 in Brussels. In 1956 she joins 

AFI-ICA (Association fraternelle internationale/Intercultural  

Association) and becomes at the same time a member of UFER.  

In 1959, she goes to the Congo where she will work for 20 years, 

including as director of Social centers, responsible of the perma-

nent education of civil servants and of public relations. She also 

designed training programmes for the Ministry of National Educa-

tion and was Prefect of Studies of a high school in Bukavu. 

From 1981 to 1990, she works at the International Secretariat of 

AFI-ICA in Geneva as  

Secretary General and gets involved in the representation of UFER at the United Nations in 

Geneva. 

In a testimony published in the UFER Newsletter (2010-01), she mentions the main actions in 

which she was involved. “In 1981, I met the Grand-Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo. I spoke 

about their plight but from 1982 on they presented their case themselves as members of 

UFER. We know the impact which their action will have later … In 1982, I got involved, in the 

name of UFER, in a working group on genital mutilations in Africa.  There I met Berhane  

Raswork.” The latter paid tribute to her when she heard about her death: “She was a special 

friend to me and a great supporter of my work. In fact, It is thanks to her that I was registe-

red as a member of UFER to work in the NGO Committee on the Status of Women. The  

membership gave me the opportunity to take part in UN meetings and to present the issue of 

harmful traditional practices including Female Genital Mutilation.” Monique also defended  

within United Nations instances several victims of human rights violations. 

In 1991 she went back to Belgium for her retirement, but continued to be very active. She  

always remained very faithful to UFER. As she writes in the testimony cited above: “UFER 

enabled me to stay in touch and to take part in actions at the level of the United Nations and of 

the world. In all these cases, I know very well that these actions are a drop in the ocean, but I 

also know that without this drop there would not be any ocean.” 

In memoriam 

In 2016, UFER lost two of its great militants. Paul Beersmans (27.03.43 - 

25.05.16) and Monique Costermans (15.07.33 - 08.11.16) 

The text of the tribute paid to Paul Beersmans by Marielle Peltier in the 

name of UFER at the farewell ceremony can be found on UFER website: 

http://ufer-international.myhosting.info/fichiers/server/php/files/

Tribute_Paul_Beersmans.pdf 

http://ufer-international.myhosting.info/fichiers/server/php/files/Tribute_Paul_Beersmans.pdf
http://ufer-international.myhosting.info/fichiers/server/php/files/Tribute_Paul_Beersmans.pdf

