
 
 
To: Council 
From: Cindy Cheyne, Mary Fordham, Mary Kay Louchart, Mpanda Kalala and Sharon Joslyn  
Re: February 2nd meeting with the Rural and Migrant Ministries representatives that is renting the             
 Grail property in Cornwall-on-Hudson.   
With: Richard Witt, Director, Sakima McClinton, Frangelin Pozo, Andres Chamorro,                          
 Chef ‘D’ Dazell (chef in residence) and Liz Grese 
February 18, 2022 
 
After introductions we spent two hours talking about RMM and Grail values and  
Goals and sharing a delicious dessert buffet was prepared for us by Chef ‘D’. 
 
Andres works with youth and looks forward to some possibilities of connecting at the UN once the covid 
threat has lessened significantly.  Frangelin works with adults and is very interested in the garden 
possibilities and especially foraging as there is an abundance of mushrooms and spring onions on the 
property.  Cindy will meet with her as soon as possible. We discussed the garden at length and a decision 
was reached, for at least the coming year, to plant in what has been the garden for the past several years.  
 
We will plan with Sakima, who manages the grounds, to schedule the days we will come to Cornwall. We 
will need more than one day per month in order to care for the memorial garden, deal with weeds in the 
vegetable garden, prepare the garden for some planting in March/April.  Chef ‘D’ is also very interested 
in collaborating on the garden. We will work out a watering schedule with them. 
 
Mary sent a thank-you from all of us to the staff.   
 To: Richard, Sakima, Frangelin, Andres, Liz, Chef D: 
 It was a pleasure to meet you all in person last Wednesday and spend two hours talking about 
 RMM and Grail values and goals. 
 
 The dessert buffet prepared for us was truly amazing. You are fortunate to be able to enjoy            
 Chef D's skills. 
 
 We are looking forward to beginning conversations with Frangelin re the garden and Andres re 
 the upcoming program at the UN. 
 
 We will be emailing Sakima the schedule of days we are able to come to Cornwall to care for the 
 memorial garden and deal with weeds in the vegetable garden in preparation for doing some  
 planting in March/April. 
 Regards from Cindy, Mary, Mary Kay, Mpanda and Sharon. 
 
Richard replied:  
 Friends, 
 What a wonderful conversation. Thank you for sharing your stories and your hopes.  We look 
 forward to working together on some of these important projects. 
 In peace 
 Richard 
  
 
 
 
 



 
On February 9th Cindy, Mary, Mary Kay, Mpanda and Sharon met at the Bronx Center to share again 
what we heard in our February 2nd meeting and make plans into the future. 
 
They are trying to strategize a plan of where they’ll be in 5-10 years.   

• Who are their partners and allies,  
• Who can they ‘create’ with. 
• What are the needs as expressed by the participants. 

 
RMM is aware that this Duncan Avenue may or may not be their permanent home--that  will be 
determined in the future.   

 
We agreed we share the same values especially as HOPE, JUSTICE, EMPOWERMENT also flows 
through all of their work.   
 
There are some operational ways that we certainly agree with---a few phrases that really stuck: 

• Transformational hospitality 
• Be involved in rural-urban relationship 
• Work with youth 
• Work with women 
• SAFE SPACE—both RMM and Mary Kay shared about how important this is for their young 

people. 
• Andres involved art projects and theatre of the oppressed in working with youth---using the arts 

to express what they really are thinking and feeling. 
 
We will continue to work at Cornwall and with RM&M this year and report to you as anything develops, 
changes, etc.  Cindy and Mary are the Grail contacts with RM&M.   
 
Blessings on your work as you serve us, 
 
Mary Kay Louchart 
 
 
 
 

 

 


