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We gathered, 
we talked, 
we listened… 

We laughed, while we learned, 
and we talked some more… 

We role played, we practiced 
together, we sang… 

See the back page for more from the GA! 
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GRAILVILLE AND WIST TEAM UP FOR FALL PROGRAM 
~ Pauletta Hansel ~ 

 
What’s even better than Grailville in June?  Grailville in September! 
 
WIST is teaming up with Grailville to offer What Ails Thee? Transformation and 
the Holy Grail, September 12-14, 2008, a retreat for women who would like to 
explore how the themes and archetypes of the Grail myth apply to their lives and 
the life of their communities.  Sharon Thomson will lead us into the world of 
imagination and non-linear reality where we might remember the compelling urge 
that gave birth to our work and touch again the longing for the Grail that originally 
inspired us.  Through a process actively engaging each participant, we will: 

 gain new perspectives and fresh insights into issues alive in our 
communities 

 touch the sources of personal nourishment within 
 discover the larger narrative that gives meaning to our struggles 
 learn to decipher our community's narratives and myths 
 explore creative ways of finding solutions to obstacles and problems  

 
 

Sharon Thomson, who holds a MFA degree, is 
a Grail member, published poet and playwright.  
Her interactive theater project, The Circle and 
The Light: A Search for the Holy Grail, has been 
presented in workshops and seminars 
throughout the country, including full 
productions in Cincinnati, Philadelphia, and at 
the Grail Center in Cornwall, NY. 

 
 
 
Tuition for the weekend retreat 
(includes meals and lodging) is 
$250 double occupancy and 
$200 commuter.  Limited single 
occupancy accommodations may 
be available for $300.  
Reservation with nonrefundable 
deposit is required; limited 
scholarships may be available.  
Contact Grailville at (513) 683-
2340 or www.grailville.org for 
registration and more information. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY: JOSEPHA GALL 
REMEMBERING THE OLDEST GRAIL MEMBER IN THE WORLD 

 

At the age of 96, Josepha Gall died in the Netherlands on June 28.  Josette Kersters and Ton Brouwer 
wrote to tell the news: “We are sad to lose our oldest Grail member worldwide (a title she was very proud 
of!) but grateful that now she is receiving her well deserved award. 
“A nucleus member of the Grail since 1935, Josepha put all her practical, creative and artistic talents at the 
service of the Grail in Great Britain, South Africa and Lesotho.  She worked especially as a youth leader 
and librarian.”  In later years “her great joy was to receive friends in her small apartment at the Begijnhof in 
Amsterdam… Until the very end, Josepha kept a keen interest in the Grail and tried to attract new 
members… On 13th June she invited all Dutch nucleus members for a farewell meeting and prayer.  Loek 
Goemans was present as a representative of South Africa.” 
Mary Kay Louchart remembers Josepha as a “quick-witted, strong, committed, inspirational woman!  I 
thoroughly enjoyed every encounter I ever had with her.  I saw a video of her being interviewed in 
Amsterdam by a young man.  I don't understand Dutch, but it was clear he was 'taken' with Josepha.  He 
just couldn't believe her life story.  At one point he asked why she never got married.  She gave him a look 
and asked, ‘And when would I have had time for that?!’” 
Carla van Thiel and Octavie Gall wrote the funeral program notes emphasizing Josepha’s “inspirational 
merits,” her creativity, and artistic and practical gifts.  According to those notes, the Eucharist was 
celebrated July 4 in the chapel of the Begijnhof, after which Josepha was escorted to the cemetery at 
Roeskestraat in Amsterdam. 
Josepha visited Louisiana at least twice, which was how Una Hargrave got to know her.  “She was so 
much like Stan, her brother and husband to Lida Gall, Louisiana Grail member.  Josepha loved her 
Louisiana nieces and nephews and they surrounded her with love.  She was always full of energy.  She 
loved to hear the stories of the Louisiana Grail, as she shared her Grail life with us.  I know there was a 
real reunion in heaven with her beloved brother Stan and Lida.” 
Alexa Kane, who worked with Josepha, talked to her on the phone this June.  “I met Josepha in January 
of 1959 in Basutoland (now Lesoto).  Joe had a job teaching accounting at the Pius X University.  We 
came with an infant six-months-old; and after three years, our family had two more children.  I learned 
many things from Josepha, and she loved being around our children. 
“She was a wonder then and throughout her life -- energetic, friendly and full of joy.  Her attitude was 
contagious.  She was always positive, and things fell into place for her.  She was a librarian and youth 
leader, and head of the Girl Guides (Girl Scouts for us).  I acted as her secretary, which gave me the 
opportunity to meet many young girls. 
“When we left the University in 1961 – intending to return after Joe had earned his doctorate – Josepha 
cross-stitched a family history for us: two feet across and four feet long.  It is a treasure!  That Cross Stitch 
history crossed the ocean to her twice before it was finally completed.  I sent it back in 1964, so she could 
add two more children.  Then in 1967, Josepha had to sew on another piece of material to add Megan to it. 
“Although we never returned to Basutoland – nine years later when Joe had his doctorate, we had six 
children, and the administration of the University was no longer religious – Josepha remained a special 
friend, even visiting us one year when she came to the States to visit her sister-in-law, Lida, in Louisiana.  
She loved pictures of the Flight into Egypt and had collected hundreds of them.  Now after her death, they 
will be given to a museum.  She also always made her own Christmas cards and sent them around the 
world to all her friends with whom she kept faithful contact.  
“When four of us Charbonneau sisters went to visit Emilia in South Africa a few years ago, Josepha was 
waiting at the airport to meet us.  She took us to her home and took care of us – both coming and going.  
She even arranged for us to see windmills in the country side.  We have corresponded these many years, 
with lots of invitations to come and visit again.  I will miss her, and her interesting notes…” 
Along with the news of her death, Josette and Ton sent this note:  “We imagine Josepha now sitting at 
the Eternal Banquet prepared by the Lord whom she has so faithfully served.  Please join us in a grateful 
Russian Alleluia for Josepha’s life.” 
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Note:  Mary Kay Louchart forwarded the complete report of the Civil Society Development 
Forum from the Grail UN Linkage Team; Marian Schwab selected the following excerpts 
that appeared to be particularly relevant to the work of U.S. Grail members.  The complete 
report and more information are both available on the CSDF 2008 webpage. 
(http://www.ngocongo.org/index.php?what=news&id=10489) 

 
UN CIVIL SOCIETY DEVELOPMENT FORUM 

JUNE 27–29 AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
 
We, representatives of member organizations of the Conference of Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO), 
convened in New York from 27 to 29 June 2008… Our conclusions and 
recommendations were prepared for consideration by ECOSOC member Governments 
in the course of their deliberations and decision-making at this Session. 
 
We gathered at a time of confrontation with a series of crises – food crises – a 
manifestation of failed sustainable development policies, leading to riots in many 
countries; energy prices driving the cost of food, other commodities and services even 
higher; climate change having adverse effects worldwide; increasingly destructive 
weather patterns and occurrences; more extensive desertification, increased drying up 
of critical water resources, rising sea levels threatening the survival of populations on 
low-lying coastlines and islands; global financial turmoil and uncertainty; and the many 
ongoing conflicts around the world.  In light of the above, 
 

1. We request Governments to substantially increase their investments in the 
sector of agriculture… to stop the non-sustainable import of products grown 
far away and of genetically modified products, and to enhance the use of local 
and indigenous agricultural knowledge, practices and inputs… 

 
2. We recognize the need to end lifestyle trends embracing high resource, high 

energy, and other unsustainable consumption patterns.  We urge 
governments to collaborate with civil society in halting and reversing these 
trends… 

 
3. We assert that the achievement of sustainable development goes with the 

realization of human rights… 
 
4. We note the legitimate demand of aid recipient countries to be given more 

“policy space” in determining the use of aid… 
 
5. We assert that effective sustainable development should be people-centred. 

This requires effective local capacity building, capitalizing on the innate 
strengths and resources of the people themselves… 

 
6. We call on Governments to bring youth and children into the discussion and 

action around sustainable development.  Programmes for formal and non-
formal education and training, including educator/teacher training, must be 
designed, established and sustained at every developmental and educational 
level… 
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A CRIME SO MONSTROUS 
~ Marian Schwab ~ 

 
Grail members who read the new book by E Benjamin Skinner, A Crime So 
Monstrous: Face-to-Face with Modern-Day Slavery (Free Press 2008) will 
understand why the IGA of 2006 named the fight against human trafficking among the 
international Grail mission-goals.  Elie Wiesel said he expects Skinner’s powerful 
indictment of contemporary slavery to arouse outrage. 
 
According to the author, there are more slaves in the world today than at any time in 
history.  He tells the story of people who live in slavery, those who have escaped, and 
those who own or traffic in slaves – not just in Haiti, Sudan, India and Eastern Europe, 
but in The Netherlands and suburban USA.  Working undercover, he infiltrates 
trafficking networks around the world.  From slave quarries in India to child markets in 
Haiti, he opens up a parallel universe where human beings are bought, sold, used and 
discarded.   
 
The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA) defines labor trafficking as “the 
recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or obtaining of a person for labor or 
services, through the use of force, fraud or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage or slavery.” 
 
What can be done? 

• Read Skinner’s epilogue, “A War Worth Fighting” which emphasizes political 
action.   

• Click on www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking to read the latest US Government 
“Trafficking in Persons” report.   

• Investigate the coalition called “Free the Slaves” www.freetheslaves.net.  
• Distribute resource materials from the “RESCUE AND RESTORE Victims of 

Human Trafficking” campaign – a current undertaking of the US Department 
of Health and Human Services. (available at www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking) 

 
Meanwhile, take note of possible trafficking around you.  Don’t ignore subtle clues.  
Victims are often kept isolated to prevent them from getting help.  Their activities are 
restricted, and they are typically escorted or guarded.  Traffickers often blackmail them 
by using their status as an undocumented alien or their participation in an “illegal” 
industry.  Women and children are overwhelmingly the ones trafficked because of their 
relative lack of power and social marginalization.  
 
If you think you have come into contact with a victim of trafficking, call the National 
Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline: 1-888-373-7888 to help determine whether 
it is a situation of trafficking, and to identify local resources to protect and help victims in 
restoring their lives. 
 
It has been 200 years since the abolition of the Atlantic slave trade.  Maya Angelou 
wrote, “History, despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived.  And if faced with 
courage, need not be lived again.”  Consider getting involved in the work of the 
international Grail Network on Human Trafficking. 
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We saw our Grail tree blossom with the fruits 
of our work and new possibilities… 

Then we supported our “best” thinking… 

And planted a tree, believing in our future! 

WHERE WE GO FROM HERE … 
Council will gather the GA input, reformulate 
the GA affirmations and submit the revised 
scenario for the Grail’s future to members for a 
vote that will take place following the 
September Council Meeting. 

The work of the summer GA will be the basis 
for continued formulation of our Grail Strategic 
Plan and Council work toward implementation 
in 2009. 


